
SERVING ANTHONY, VINTON, CANUTILLO, EAST MONTANA, HORIZON, SOCORRO, CLINT, FABENS, SAN ELIZARIO AND TORNILLO

NEWSBRIEFS

If at first you don’t succeed, skydiving
is not for you.

— Quips and Quotes
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SOCORRO — The City of Socorro has re-
cently come under fire for lack of support for
the Socorro Fire Department, despite signifi-
cant effort by the City Council last year to im-
prove the overall status of the department.

The Socorro Volunteer Fire Department is
funded under the Emergency Service Districts
of El Paso County, which is comprised of vol-
unteer fire departments throughout the County.

A portion of the property taxes assessed an-
nually by the County are designated to fund
the various ESDs — Socorro falls under the
jurisdiction of EPCESD #2.

In November of 2000, at the urging of Mayor
Amado Padilla, Socorro Council appointed a
committee to research the possible withdrawal
of the SFD from the ESCESD #2, to place it
totally under the funding umbrella of the City
of Socorro.

After more than four months of research and
public discussion, the Socorro Council came
to the evident decision that the financial bur-
den of maintaining an independent fire depart-
ment would place a prohibitive burden on the
average taxpayer — to the tune of about $500
a year on a $50,000 home — and that would
not cover the costs of vehicles and equipment.
Pumpers cost about $300,000 each and equip-
ment for one firefighter runs about $2,000,
county sources said.

In addition, Socorro would have to assume
the financial responsibilities for debts already
incurred by the EPCESD #2 to equip Socorro
fire department.

In an interview with Courier Publisher Rick
Shrum in March of 2001, EPCESD #2 Presi-
dent Robert Ostrenga said that Socorro had to
“get in or get out all the way” of the County’s
funding structure for the SFD.

Instead, the City and the EPCESD #2 made
an interlocal agreement, in which the City
leased the Vineyard Fire Station to the

Some still confused over status
of Socorro Fire Department

SOCORRO — The conclusion of
Socorro’s long road to home rule was an-
nounced by Mayor Amado Padilla at the
regularly scheduled Socorro City Council
meeting on Dec. 20, 2001.

Padilla said he received a letter from the
Texas Secretary of State informing him the
recently approved City Charter has been filed
with the office of the Secretary of State as
of Dec. 7, 2001.

The Charter was passed through a public
election on Nov. 6, 2001 by a large majority
of a low turn-out by Socorro voters.

There are about 27,000 people in Socorro,
13,000 of whom are registered to vote. Of
those, 384 voted in favor of the Charter, 82
voted against. Several prior attempts to pass
a Charter for the City of Socorro had not been
successful.

The sweeping changes the document con-
tains are expected to take some time to bring
about, particularly the hiring of a city man-
ager. The Charter specifies that the form of
government for the City will now be a
“Council-Manager” format, in which Coun-
cil selects, hires and fires a city manager, who
in turn has oversight of department heads,
prepares and presents a budget to Council,
and otherwise carries out administration of
the City government with the advice and
consent of the elected Council members.

He is to perform these duties with com-
pensation “as may be fixed by the City Coun-
cil” according to the Charter. Councilman
Sam Brewster said last week that the cur-
rent budget, finalized in August of 2001, did
not cover the cost of a city manager’s posi-
tion, as it did not exist until November.

Brewster indicated that Socorro’s Coun-
cil is making every effort to fulfill the Char-
ter requirements as quickly as is responsi-
bly possible.

Monetary compensation for Council mem-
bers as specified by the Charter is $15,000
per year for the mayor, and $10,000 per year
for each councilman. Elected officials will
serve two year terms, for no more than three
consecutive times.

As of the May 2002 elections, the mayor
and one councilman only will be elected at-
large. The four remaining council seats will
be filled by single-member representatives
from Pct. 108, Pct. 109, Pct. 110 and Pct.
155 — these council members must be a resi-
dent of the district which they have been
elected to represent.

The elected position of City Marshall was
not included in the Charter and will natu-
rally expire in May of 2002. The Charter
specifies the creation of a police department
and the appointment of a chief of police to
administer it under supervision of both the
Council and the city manager.

Further details of the Charter are available
at Socorro City Hall.

Two public hearings were held during the
December meeting, the first on an ordinance
granting an exemption for certain local chari-
table organizations and the second on an ordi-
nance requiring the continued taxation of
motor vehicles by the City of Socorro which

City to phase
in changes in
government

Socorro’s Charter goes
on file with State of Texas

By Francis D. Shrum�
Courier Staff Writer

Mayor Amado Padilla

EPCESD #2 for $1 per year. The EPCESD #2
otherwise assumed responsibility and mainte-
nance for the SFD.

Since that time, some in Socorro have de-
clared that the
SFD has been
abandoned by
the City, espe-
cially by
Padilla who
made it a part
of his cam-
paign promise
to attempt to
establish an in-
dependent fire
department.

However, the
record bears
that previous
Councils, as
well as the one
headed by
Padilla, have
made significant contributions to their fire de-
partment, above and beyond that required by
law.

In addition to Padilla’s considerable efforts
to follow through on his promise, City records
show that the Socorro Fire Department has
been the beneficiary of numerous purchases by
the City.

One example is recorded in a January 25,
2001 article in the Courier by Arleen Beard:

“Socorro Council also approved the purchase
of 24 pass devices and 15 helmets for the
Socorro Fire Department. City Rep. Joe
Martinez expressed his concern as to why the
County of El Paso was not purchasing this
equipment for the Fire Department. Members
of the Fire Department who were present ex-
plained that the budget from the County had
been exhausted on other purchases of equip-
ment. After recognition of the dire need for this
equipment, Council unanimously approved the
purchase of these items.”

See SOCORRO, Page 4

Old ghost
Some legends, like Elvis, refuse to leave
the building. One recent such sighting is
an ongoing effort to obtain a pardon for
New Mexico gunman Billy the Kid. There
are several organizations dedicated to the
memory of the young killer, including the
Billy the Kid Outlaw Gang, and the Billy
the Kid Museum in Canton, Texas. One
such enthusiast, Dr. Jannay Valdez of Can-
ton, is a partaker of the numerous rumors
that the young man, otherwise known as
William Bonney, was not killed by law-
man Pat Garrett, but escaped into Mexico,
and lived another 69 years as a “decent
citizen.”  Dr. Valdez supports his theory
with the testimony of two people in El
Paso who claim Bonney visited them in
April of 1950 shortly before they contend
he died under the alias of “Brushy Bill”
Hico. Either way, everyone admits that
Bonney has been dead for years, but Dr.
Valdez writes that “I hereby beseech the
Honorable Benjamin B. Rios to request
that the New Mexico Legislature pass a
bill to pardon Billy the Kid…who, in old
age, seeking to make amends with him-
self and his Maker was denied a pardon
by Gov. Mabry in 1950.” Billy the Kid
may have broken out of jail numerous
times, but he still hasn’t left the building.

Beaches in winter
The sixth annual “Treasures of the Texas
Coast 2002” Children’s Art Contest is
open to students in grades K-6 and focuses
on encouraging young artists to learn about
the natural resources found along the
Texas coast and to spread the message,
“Don’t mess with Texas beaches.” Two
winners will be selected from each of the
24 regional councils of governments in
Texas. From the 48 finalists, one grand
prize winner will receive two round-trip
coach-class tickets from Continental Air-
lines to any Continental destination in the
United States, excluding Alaska and Ha-
waii, and a class party at Schlitterbahn
Waterpark Resort in New Braunfels. All
48 winners will receive prizes. The grand
prize winner’s teacher will also receive
two round-trip coach-class tickets from
Continental Airlines. Each entry must be
postmarked by Friday, Feb. 1, 2002. For
more information call the General Land
Office at 1-800-998-4GLO or log on to
www.glo.state.tx.us/adopt-a-beach.

In other news
■ Marine Corps Pfc. Benigno Borjon III,
son of Armida Borjon of Fabens and
Benigno Borjon Jr., recently completed
basic training at Marine Corps Recruit
Depot in San Diego. Borjon successfully
completed 12 weeks of training designed
to challenge new Marine Recruits both
physically and mentally. He is a 2001
graduate of Fabens High School.

■ Marine Lance Cpl. Juan C. Aragon, son
of Maria and Avelardo Aragon of Tornillo,
recently received a Certificate of Com-
mendation while assigned with the Ma-
rine Aviation Logistics Squadron 16, Ma-
rine Aircraft Group 16, Marine Corps Air
Station in Miramar, California. He was
recognized for his superior performance
of duty. Aragon is a 1999 graduate of Tor-
nillo High School.

AUSTIN - Texas Land Commissioner David
Dewhurst today announced, as Chairman of the
Texas Veterans Land Board (VLB), that Texas
communities will soon have the opportunity
to apply to become a host community of a
Texas State Veterans Cemetery.

In addition, incoming Texas Veterans Com-
mission (TVC) Chairman James Duncan to-
day announced the appointment of two new
members to the committee that oversees the
Veterans Cemetery program. 

Dewhurst said “Requests For Proposals” will
be sent in January to all county judges, major
cities, veterans organizations and other parties
interested in obtaining a state veterans cem-
etery. He said the deadline for returning pro-
posals will likely be late spring 2002.

“We want every community to have a fair
shot at this,” Dewhurst said. “I suspect we’ll
receive many fine proposals from deserving
communities across Texas.”

Dewhurst said the Committee was created
by the 2001 Texas Legislature to set guidelines
on the location and size of the cemeteries, and
eligibility for burial in them. The Committee
also is responsible for deciding where the new

Texas taking applications from
communities for veterans cemeteries

cemeteries will be located, and will meet in
January to begin the site selection process. 

The Committee is composed of the three
members of the VLB, the chairman of the TVC,
and two persons appointed by the TVC chair-
man to represent the state’s veterans.

The VLB is composed of Dewhurst, who
serves as its chairman, Col. Ladd Pattillo,
USAR (Ret.) and Mike Ussery.

Duncan, as the TVC chairman-elect, has
appointed retired U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Sue
Turner, and Glen M. Gardner Jr. Turner is the
outgoing chair of the TVC, and Gardner is
Chairman of the Texas Coalition of Veterans
Organizations, as well as Department Adjutant
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department
of Texas.

Dewhurst said after the deadline for receiv-
ing proposals from communities has passed,
the Committee will choose up to seven loca-
tions for state veterans cemeteries across Texas.
He said the U.S. Department of Veterans Af-
fairs (USDVA) can’t award more than 20 per-
cent of its available state veterans cemetery
funding to any single state, limiting Texas to a
maximum of two new cemeteries per year.
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One perspective
By Francis Shrum

Eye on D.C.  By U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla
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We don’t get many chances to en-
joy polite company these days.

Notice I said polite. Not snooty.
There’s a major difference between

polite and snooty. Polite takes the time
to pay attention to someone else, even
if they aren’t all that interesting.

America’s young people are served
a steady diet of smash-and-grab, in-
your-face, get-it-now, entertain-me-
or-I’ll-scream mentality.

Polite company puts a stop to all
that.

Growing up we watched TV as a
family, but the minute company ar-
rived, it was shut off, no matter what.
The courtesy paid to a living person
took precedence over our personal
interests — whether that “company”
was a traveler with a flat tire need-
ing an assist on our country road, or
a neighbor dropping by for a cup of
coffee.

Raising little ones in El Paso de-
cades later is a bit different.

Thank goodness we found Mrs. S.
That’s not her real name, but I’ll

call her that out of respect for her
privacy.

Mrs. S. is a master of polite com-
pany in a society that denies it has
any importance. She teaches it by
word and example, with compassion
and class.

I don’t know how old Mrs. S. is. It
doesn’t matter. She’s old enough to
have grown daughters and grandchil-
dren, old enough to have found out
that RV’s are more trouble than
they’re worth and that a Maltese
puppy is worth all the trouble.

She’s the kind of lady that could
drive a truck or run the farm but
chooses to teach children to play the
piano in her beautiful home.

She’s the soul of polite company.
Children love her even after years

of lessons, even into their teens.
They’ll practice to please her when

Polite
company

they won’t for any other reason. She’s
their friend as well as their teacher,
though they know she’ll brook a fool
or a slacker not at all.

She commands their love as well
as their respect.

It all came home to me the other
day when a room full of people —
all ages, shape and size — gathered
to hear a bunch of kids plink the keys
on a piano that has seen its better days
during one of those endangered
events called a recital.

Most of the people there didn’t
know each other except for the com-
mon thread that somehow, by word
or miracle, their kid wound up as a
student of Mrs. S.

I’d become so accustomed to the
sheer rudeness and inattention of the
audiences at children’s performances
in public school that the first time we
attended her recital I was amazed.

 Everyone sat there and listened,
even when it wasn’t their kid play-
ing, for almost two hours. I don’t
mean to put down the performances,
but we weren’t listening to concert
quality, either.

Nobody got up and left when their
kid was through.

There were accomplished perfor-
mances by teens and pieces picked
out by beginners who could only
manage a few bars — even a lady of
some years who grimaced when she
made a mistake but played on with
heart, confident in the goodwill of her
teacher, her audience.

One young man, who looked like
he’d be more comfortable on a skate-
board than a piano bench, performed
“Phantom of the Opera” with surpris-
ing gusto. Another, now in his late
teens, tall and dignified in his suit,
played “Proud to be an American.”

They have both been her students
for several years.

She closed out her event this year

The new year is upon us and
once again I find myself wonder-
ing where time has gone. It seems
just days ago I sat on my couch,
watching football and regretting
my second-helping of pecan pie

on Thanksgiving. The holiday season seems to pass so
quickly. It’s already time to consider New Year’s resolu-
tions. As I think of resolutions of the past, they don’t
seem to have the same impact this year. So much has
changed. Instead, I find myself contemplating what New
Year’s really means.

Unlike many of our traditional holidays, the meaning
of New Year’s is unclear. Although it is the world’s most
celebrated holiday, it lacks a single central theme. It is a
collection of good intentions. Perhaps, New Year’s is
simply a yearly detour on the road to self-improvement,
enlightenment and finding happiness. A new beginning
we are allowed each year.

This year, New Year’s finds us at our absolute greatest.
Americans have bound together to show their pride and
patriotism for our amazing country. We are a new America
in a new year. Let’s ring in this New Year’s with an uncon-
querable will. Let’s continue to support our servicemen
and women; let’s boast our unwavering patriotism; and
let’s continue to proclaim confidence in our President.

Here are a few suggestions to keep your New Year’s
resolution on track:

A New Year’s Resolution
• Don’t try everything at once. Odds are in your favor

if you begin small. Consider sending an encouraging
message to troops deployed away from home. Or per-
haps scheduling more frequent phone calls to friends and
family.

• Be flexible. Allow your resolution to grow with you
throughout the year. Don’t make a specific resolution,
that does not allow for change. Less specific wording
such as “this year I will express my patriotism,” pro-
vides room to challenge yourself to be creative with your
resolution throughout the year.

• Make a plan. Search for ways you can volunteer.
Help by filling-in roles left behind by those deployed
away from home. Devote a specific amount of time to
any causes you choose. And ask friends and family to
join in the act.

There’s no reason why we should continue to make
the traditional resolutions to lose weight and get orga-
nized. But it is my hope that we will also focus our reso-
lutions on developing the true spirit of America. Recent
terror attacks have taught us the importance of embrac-
ing every single day. Remember to smile and laugh ev-
ery chance you get. The soul needs to be balanced, as
well as the scale. Don’t pass up an opportunity to make
a difference in someone’s life. And most importantly,
don’t leave anything unsaid.

Let’s ring in 2002 as a nation united and rebuilding
together.

with the style and grace to which
we’ve become accustomed, playing
“God Bless America,” inviting us all
to stand and sing along.

If there were members of high so-
ciety at the recital, I couldn’t tell it. I
know our entourage of grandparents
and friends wouldn’t qualify as such.

But it was such polite company,
friendly and caring.

The kind we don’t get to enjoy
much these days.
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View from the porch  By Linda Mussehl

E.B White once wrote a short
story called, “The Morning of the
Day We Did It,” about the nuclear
destruction of the world.

That title has a ring to it; it ech-
oes in my head around this time

of year, especially when we do any entertaining. It’s
kind of a domestic countdown, similar to military plan-
ning: D minus Two, D minus One, leading to the Day.

The Day usually has two kinds of meat, eight side
dishes, a gallon or so of gravy, a half dozen pies —
you know the drill.

Then there’s D plus One, the Day after the Day We
Did It.

On the Day After, I stumble when I first get out of
bed. The pins-and-needles feeling is my personal fa-
tigue-o-meter, telling me I’ve been on my feet way
more than usual.

That’s all forgotten by the time I’ve reached the
kitchen and survey the shambles that used to be my
kitchen. It’s a scary place.

While the coffee brews, I try to figure out where the
after-dinner train went off the tracks.

First, you have to know that our kitchen is not set
up for entertaining. Think apartment-size. Heck, think
of putting out a meal for twelve from a walk-in closet.
The open, available floor space in the kitchen is four
feet wide and nine feet long.

Now picture five female guests, all doing their help-
ful best to clean up after a big meal, elbowing for work
room within those 36 square feet of available space.

I try to control the after-dinner chaos by asking
everybody to stay at the table, linger over their cof-

The Morning After the Day We Did It
fee and relax while I get the kitchen squared away
to make room for all the dirty dishes. I scurry
around, stacking pans to uncover any available
countertop space.

Logic says that dealing with the leftovers comes
next. If I can just use the newly cleared counters to
put the remaining food in storage containers and sort
out the dishes that go back home with their rightful
owners, if I can just have time to divvy up the scraps
into piles for the appropriate quadrupeds, if … .

If I just had a whip, chair and gun, like the lion tamer
in the circus: “Back!” “Down!”

Their mommas did too good a job, trained them all
too well. My fetching the first serving dish from the
dining room is the signal for everybody to jump to
their feet, grab a couple of dishes and head for the
kitchen. Within 30 seconds, I can’t get past the kitchen
door. There are just too many bodies jostling for work-
ing space, dishrags and towels.

Eventually, I give up and take my coffee out onto
the porch. It does feel good to sit down.

As dawn breaks on the Morning After, I inspect the
contents of the refrigerator and try to figure out what’s
what. Those five one-cup containers, all neatly filled
and stacked, all contain gravy. Okay, maybe they
couldn’t find a larger dish. But then why is there a
12"x16" casserole dish taking up half one shelf, neatly
covered with foil to protect exactly two spoonfuls of
macaroni and cheese?

All right! There’s the leftover pie. Now it’s time for
me to get down to the serious business of unpacking
the leftovers from the refrigerator and start packing
the calories onto my hips.

Write stuff
Dear Editor:

I would like to respond to the
newspaper article in Del Pueblo re-
lating to the Socorro Volunteer Fire
Department. The article states that the
City does not contribute to the sup-
port of the Socorro Volunteer Fire
Department.

The fact is, the people of Socorro,
who are the City of Socorro, contrib-
ute 10 cents of every $100 of their
property valuation to the Fire District
#2 for their fire protection. This con-
stitutes almost one third of the
District’s budget. The Fire District,
in turn, gives the Socorro Volunteer
Fire Department approximately
$300,000 for their budget.

The Fire District #2 consists of the
fire departments in Socorro, San
Elizario, Montana Vista (East Mon-
tana), Clint, Fabens and Canutillo.
The pie is divided in six equal parts.
The Fire District #2 gets their money
directly from the property tax collec-
tions, not from the County.

I would also like to respond to the
question as to why the City of
Socorro did not budget for a city
manager. The budget for the City was
finalized in August of 2001 and the
proposed City Charter was not voted
on until Nov. 6 of 2001.

Council knew funding would be
required for the position of City Man-
ager if the Charter passed.

We could not budget for a position
that did not yet exist. The previous
Charters had failed and there was no
way to foresee that this one would
pass. Also with the existing projected
expenses and the positions in place,
we still had to cut back $160,000 to
balance to the revenues coming in.

For the editor of Del Pueblo to
criticize the City Council for grand-
standing in support of the passage of
the Charter is very irresponsible. I
feel the editor is the one grandstand-
ing and going out of his way to cre-
ate problems for the City of Socorro.

Mr. Reyes Mata, Del Pueblo edi-
tor, did not feel the Socorro City
Council was irresponsible when he
was awarded the contract to print the

proposed City Charter.
The Socorro Volunteer Fire De-

partment does an outstanding job and
I commend them and thank them for
the great job that they do. Without
their sacrifice, we in Socorro would
be hurting.

I am willing to meet with them to
discuss any problems that they may
have. I hope this letter will shed some
light.

Sam Brewster
Councilman

City of Socorro

Dear Editor:
As Americans decide how much of

their civil liberties and rights to pri-
vacy they are willing to give up for
protection from terrorism, I am
forced to consider if the government
can even provide such protection.

The way I see it, terrorists act in
order to get attention for their cause
and gain power over others. Terror-
ism is nothing new in the U.S. — just
look at the Boston Tea Party, the or-
ganized crime families and the eco-
terrorists that burn SUVs because
they use too much gas. Do you re-
ally think that our government has the
power to stop them? Will allowing
the police to use my email in court,
or track where I travel to, really stop
someone from planting a bomb or
shooting up a school?

My problem lies in the fact that the
more you tighten the reins against
terrorism, the more you remove the
voice of domestic malcontents, and
that scares me more than someone
flying a plane into a building. When
you silence the malcontent, they stop
talking and start acting, and you will
never know who they are, or where
they’ll strike next.

I say, listen to people and don’t be
afraid of their ideas. Abandon politi-
cal correctness and let them speak
their minds. America, please protect
our freedom to speak out, even in
hate, because the consequences of the
silence will be devastating.

Thomas P. Giacomelli
Canutillo

WHOLESALE 
LUMBER CO.

748 Horizon Blvd.�
Socorro, TX�
859-0212

12298 Alameda�
Clint, TX�
851-2804

206 N. Fabens�
Fabens, TX�

764-3155
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Classified Ads

Lower Valley Water District Contact Information
General Number: (915) 791-4480...... Extensions
General Manager
Arturo “Tury” Duran ........................................................104
Executive Secretary
Sylvia Rosales ...............................................................101
Chief Financial Officer
Robert Placencio ...........................................................137
Customer Services Operations Manager
Ann Kelly .......................................................................130
Complaint Manager
Dolores Hernandez ........................................................107
Water Rights & Land Records Solid Waste Manager
Rosa I. Perez .................................................................129
Engineering Department
Sergio Del Carmen ........................................................131
Other Numbers
Wastewater Superintendent
Ruben Esparza .................................................... 852-0072
Water Superintendent
Fernando Sanchez .............................................. 852-0046

The Lower Valley Water District Wishes You and Your Family a Prosperous New Year.

Lower Valley Water District welcomes
Mrs. Alicia L. Fresquez and Mr. Joe L.
Rubio as new members of the Board
of Directors

Mrs. Fresquez is a lifelong resident of
the City of Socorro and is a former
employee of the district. She will
provide leadership that will lead to
better customer service and to obtain
water at an affordable rate.

Mr. Rubio has been a resident of
Socorro for over 31 years and firmly
believes in community service and
giving back to the residents of
Socorro.

The Lower Valley Water District is
pleased to have them as members of the
Board of Directors because of their
strong commitment for the improvement

LEGALS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING

REGIONAL WATER
PLANNING

The Far West Texas Wa-
ter Planning Group (Re-
gion E) will receive sug-
gestions and recommen-
dations from the public on
the issues that should be
addressed or provisions
that should be included in
the Amended Regional
Water Plan during Round
2 regional water planning
at two public meetings of
the Planning Group. Re-
gion E includes the coun-
ties of Brewster,

Culberson, El Paso, Jeff
Davis, Hudspeth,
Presidio and Terrell.

Public meetings will be
held in the Casner Room
at Marfa City Hall, 113 N.
Highland Street, Marfa,
Texas on Thursday, Jan.
10, 2002 at 1 p.m. (CST)
and at the Texas A&M
University, El Paso Re-
search Center, at 1380
A&M Circle, El Paso,
Texas on Thursday, Feb.
7, 2002, at 1 p.m. (MST).
Written and oral com-
ments will be accepted at
these meetings. For ad-
ditional information,
please contact: Barbara
Kauffman, Rio Grande
Council of Governments,

1100 N. Stanton Street,
Ste. 610, El Paso, Texas
79902. Phone: (915)
533-0998, ext. 121;
e-mail:
b.kauffman@riocog.org
WTCC-1/3/02
________________________________

GARAGE SALE

FOUR FAMILY YARD
SALE: Saturday, Jan. 5,
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. On Rus-
tic Lane, off Gillett Road
in Canutillo. Furniture,
appliances, clothes and
more.

HELP WANTED

Hair Slingers in Horizon

City is seeking experi-
enced cosmotologist.
Apply in person after 2
p.m. at 13899 Horizon
Blvd., Ste. 4, Horizon
City.
TFN

OFFICE SPACE

Office for lease in Hori-
zon City. Corner of
Darrington and Horizon
Blvd. $350/month. Call
Horizon Properties, 852-
3331.

SELF-HELP
OPPORTUNITIES

Alcoholics Anonymous
Group Paso Del Norte

meets at 8501 Kingsway
in Westway, Monday-
Saturday, 8 p.m. Call
886-4948 for information.

Alcohólicos Anónimos
Grupo Paso Del Norte
sesiones lunes a sabado,
a 8-9 de la tarde, 8501
Kingsway, Westway. 886-
4948 para informacion.

Persons who have a
problem with alcohol are
offered a free source of
help locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous Group 8 de
Enero meets at 15360
Horizon Blvd. in Horizon
City on Mondays through
Saturdays at 8 p.m. Call
859-0484 for information.

Tiene problemas con el
alcohol? Hay una
solucíon. Visitemos.
Alcohólicos Anónimos,
Grupo 8 de Enero, 15360
Horizon Blvd., Horizon
City, sesiones lunes a
sábado a 8 de la tarde.
Informacion: 859-0484.

SERVICES

“Windshield Ding —
Gimme a Ring”

JIFFY
GLASS
REPAIR

Windshield Repair
Specialists

By appt. at your home
or office:

R.V. Dick Harshberger
915-852-9082

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
Domestic and Foreign

852-3523
1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079

• Heating/cooling
• Electric rooter service
for sewers and drains
• Appliance installation
• Many other plumbing
services
 • 24-hour service
Licensed, bonded and

insured for your
protection.

AL’S PLACE, INC.
Household or

Commercial Storage
and Yard Space

Fenced and Lighted
Security System

No Deposit
418 Kenazo, Horizon

City
852-3949

Y&M
AIRCONDITIONING

852-1516 or 726-3768
Licensed & Insured

Commercial/Residential
Healting & Cooling

Refrigerated Air
Heat Pumps
Duct Work
Appliances

VISA & MasterCard
TX Lic.#TACLA021147E

Free Estimates on
New Installations

Peters-Baker
nuptials held
in Las Vegas
HORIZON CITY — Dorothy
Peters and Bill Baker were
wed in a ceremony at the
Candle Light Chapel in Las Ve-
gas, Nevada on Sept. 4, 2001.
The bride was given away by
her sons Norman and Craig
Peters, and was attended by a
bridal party of Kari Ann Dunn
and Elise, Lindsay, Cassie,
Natalie and Madeline Peters.
The bride is an employee of
the Clint School District. She
is the mother of seven chil-
dren: Norman, Allen, Mark and
Craig Peters, Kari Dunn, Cheri
Pearson and Amber Peters.
The groom is retired, and has
three children, Mary Murray
and two sons, Bill and Bob
Baker. The couple reside in
Horizon City.

Y&

M
Airconditioning
Heating
Sheet Metal

TX Lic. #TACLA021147E

Furnace Special

Includes name brand furnace, bonnet,�
thermostat, labor, tax and permits.�
2-Yr. warranty on labor. Call today.

852-1516 / 726-3768

100,000 BTU�
$925�

�
75,000 BTU�
$860

Police are seeking community as-
sistance to find two men who took
$50,000 in currency from the Big 8
Food store at 9616 Montana during
a violent assault in the early morn-
ing hours of Nov. 22, 2001. One of
the subjects is described as a His-
panic male, 20-25 years of age,
wearing a black baseball cap and
dark ski jacket. The second is a His-
panic male of about the same age,
wearing a red baseball cap, dark ski
jacket, clack pants and white Nike
gym shoes. Information on this ag-
gravated robbery that leads to an ar-
rest is worth up to $1,000, and call-
ers can remain anonymous by calling
Crime Stoppers at 566-TIPS (8477).

are leased for personal use. There
was no public input on the hearings,
therefore, Mayor Padilla closed the
hearings and Council approved both
ordinances unanimously.

In other business, Council ap-
proved the recommendation from
the Grant Committee regarding re-
quest for proposals from non-profit
organizations for the purpose of
submitting grant applications to
Foundations for various City
projects. Council also approved
informal bids on a computer for
Planning and Capacity Grant from
Dell for $6284.24.

Council also approved the re-
consideration of action taken to
donate two mini pumpers to the
Socorro Fire Department.

Socorro
From Page 1
____________________

Suspects sought
HORIZON — A journey is defined

as traveling from one exciting place
to another. At Carroll T. Welch
Middle School in the Clint Indepen-
dent School District, a magnificent
journey is unfolding for 10 very
lucky students. They are members of
Journey’s.

Journey’s is a club where students
meet weekly to write their own per-
sonal reflections in their journals
about various topics that affect their
lives and the lives of others.

For instance, when the Sept. 11
tragedy occurred, the students had
experienced emotions, feelings, and
questions that they wanted to write
about. At the Sept. 19 meeting, the
students openly discussed how the
tragedy had affected them. Eighth
grade student Erica Alejo wrote about
her uncle, a student at Columbia
University, who had a job interview
on Sept. 11 in a building directly
across from the World Trade Center.
However, her uncle had a bad feel-

Journey begins at Welch Middle School with writing

Unidentified members of the Journey’s club take a quick break for a photo.
Carroll T. Welch librarian, Mrs. Sylvia Apodaca, sponsors the club which
meets every Wednesday morning at 7:15 in the school library.

ing about the interview, so he can-
celled it.

Mrs. Sylvia Apodaca, school li-
brarian, sponsors the club and the
club meets every Wednesday morn-
ing at 7:15 in the library. Each week,
a different member is given the op-
portunity to discuss a topic of their
choice. For instance, at the second
meeting, Eddie Torres, asked the
members to write about their feelings
and opinions on America going to

war against terrorism. They each had
differing opinions and after they
wrote for about 10 minutes, the mem-
bers discussed and read aloud what
they wrote.

Another member, Priscilla Rubio,
said that writing in a journal gives
her something special that she can
have to look back on years to come.
Mrs. Carroll, library assistant, said,
“writing in my journal is a great way
to start the day.”
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Tornillo Independent School District
Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances

All Governmental Fund Types and Expendable Trust Fund
Year Ended August 31, 2001

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES TRUST FUNDS TOTALS
(Memorandum Only)

Data 100-199 200-499 500-599 600-699 806-809 98 97
Control General Special Debt Service Capital Expendable August 31, August 31,
Codes Fund Revenue Funds Fund Projects Funds Trust Fund 2001 2000

REVENUES:
Local and Intermediate Sources:
Investment Income $     93,514 $          — $    21,579 $    109,240 $       17 $     224,350 $     115,522
Other Local and Intermediate Sources 670,295 1,406 43,682 — 10,000 725,383 675,642

5700 Local and Intermediate Sources 763,809 1,406 65,261 109,240 10,017 949,733 791,164
5800 State Program Revenues 5,561,319 254,627 474,675 — — 6,290,621 5,375,001
5900 Federal Program Revenues 517,001 713,324 — — — 1,230,325 813,379

5020 Total Revenues 6,842,129 969,357 539,936 109,240 $10,017 8,470,679 6,979,544

EXPENDITURES:
Current:

0010 Instruction and Instructional-Related Services 3,360,251 955,436 — 95,210 — 4,410,897 3,899,463
0020 Instructional and School Leadership 452,477 — — 9,282 — 461,759 429,922
0030 Support Services - Student (Pupil) 1,073,760 18,486 — 32,760 — 1,125,006 1,085,140
0040 Administrative Support Services 340,141 — — 15,322 — 355,463 368,904
0050 Support Services - Nonstudent based 1,088,152 71 — 58,907 — 1,147,130 915,717
0060 Ancillary Services 220 — — — 8,001 8,221 9,000
0070 Debt Service 25,319 — 546,294 — — 571,613 357,140
0080 Capital Outlay 29,320 — — 2,791,429 — 2,820,749 718,996

6030 Total Expenditures 6,369,640 973,993 546,294 3,002,910 8,001 10,900,838 7,784,282

1100 Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues
Over (Under) Expenditures 472,489 (4,636) (6,358) (2,893,670) 2,016 (2,430,159) (804,738)

7020 Other Resources 236,803 10,047 — 2,889,596 — 3,136,446 795,198
8030 Other (Uses) (315,505) (20,941) — — — (336,446) (213,329)

1200 Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues and Other
Resources Over (Under) Expenditures
and Other Uses 393,787 (15,530) (6,358) (4,074) 2,016 369,841 (222,869)

0100 Fund Balance — September 1 (Beginning) 1,218,553 — 42,582 100,946 3,468 1,365,549 1,581,957
1300 Increase (Decrease) in Fund Balance — — — — — — 6,461

3000 Fund Balance — August 31 (Ending) $1,612,340 $ (15,530) $  36,224  $  96,872 $   5,484 $1,735,390 $1,365,549

EL PASO COUNTY — In Decem-
ber board meetings in the San
Elizario and Canutillo school dis-
tricts, trustees took action to augment
the ranks of teachers.

The two boards approved a plan,
required by House Bill 1130, which
encourages the hiring of educational
aides/paraprofessionals who show an
interest in becoming certified teach-
ers. The resolution supporting the
House measure describes area school
districts from Anthony to Sierra
Blanca forming a partnership to push
for passage of the measure.

El Paso Community College and
UT El Paso, in a collaborative effort,
have developed a program which of-
fers an outline of coursework lead-
ing to teacher certification.

San Elizario ISD
In SEISD on Dec. 12, recognitions

highlighted the board meeting in the
new Borrego Elementary School.

Long-time employees were honored.
At 25 years, Yolanda Urias had the

longest period of service of any em-
ployee in the district. Juana Garcia
and JoAnne Widas were named with
20 years each.

Honored for 15 years service were
Marian Blaylack, Cruz Chavez, Ali-
cia Cortez, Evangelina Dearo,
Cynthia Martinez, Mario Gasca, Eloy
Anaya, Irma Rodriguez, Lorenzo
Cedillo and Benita Duran.

Recognition of 10-years service
were given to 36 additional staff.

Senior Jessica Garcia was named the

winner of the district’s annual Christ-
mas card contest. Her design was used
on cards sent out by the district.

Dan Gonzalez, construction man-
ager with Urban Associates, reported
that the new administration building
is 30 percent complete. It is sched-
uled for completion next April.

Julian Encina outlined career and
technology programs. There are 690
high school students enrolled in vari-
ous career programs such as automo-
tive, health and cosmotology.

The board also approved continu-
ation of an interlocal agreement be-
tween the district and El Paso County
for operating a juvenile delinquency
prevention program in the middle
school through a Project Real grant
from the state; and replacement of
damaged tile at Borrego Elementary.

Canutillo ISD
In Canutillo ISD on Dec. 11, recog-

nitions were also a part of the school
board meeting, which was the first in
the new administration building.

The Superintendent’s Exemplary
Employee Award went to Leila Gale,
a PEIMS specialist.

Recognition plaques were also
given to Tedd and Rosa Richardson
and Jesus and Marty Reyes for their
donations to Childress Elementary’s
campus beautification project.

Assistant superintendent Dr. John
Kessinger, Gayle Kessinger, public
information officer Alfredo Vasquez
and Martha Veale, technology and
career education director, were
praised by Superintendent Charles
Hart for their work in coordinating
events for the recent open house for
the administration building.

By Don Woodyard�
Courier Staff Writer

San Elizario and Canutillo
school districts honor employees

SAN ELIZARIO — Gift giving came early Dec. 19
with presents for nearly 500 students
at Loya Primary School in the San
Elizario school district.

It was an electric-powered sleigh that
brought Santa to the Mission Valley
community, electric-powered in the
sense that it came through the efforts of
employees of El Paso Electric Co. Now
in its 15th year, “Santa Cares” is the old-
est of four outreach programs sponsored
by about 20 volunteers from EPEC.

Approximately 480 students, ages
three to five years, gathered in the Loya
cafeteria and saw large, bulging bags
of toys on the stage. Students walked
away with gifts, some nearly as big as
the recipients.

“We love doing it,” says Patty Loy,
who works in the utility’s legal depart-
ment. Her satisfaction, she adds, “is seeing the joy in

Little Loya students walk away with big gifts
By Don Woodyard�
Courier Staff Writer

the children’s eyes—on their faces.” Loy says that just
over 500 gifts were brought for distribution to the chil-
dren. Money for the gifts comes from fund-raisers.

Likely expressing the views of many other children,
a shy Ian Duran, 5, thought the toy giveaway was “fine

— because I get presents.” His mother,
Sylvia Duran, is a nurse assistant at the
school. She tells of her son attending a
posada recently. The present he wanted
most, she recalls, was not so much
something for himself, but rather a job
for the mother of one of the little girls
at the party.

Another five-year-old, Juliandra
Telles, says she has been a good girl
this year and would like some “fancy
pants.”

Paul Urenda, also 5, nods yes when
asked if he has been a good boy. He
wanted Santa to bring him a mouse-
trap computer game.

In addition to “Santa Cares,” El Paso
Electric employees also help the com-
munity with “Touch an Angel” (home

repairs), “Food for Friends” and a scholarship program.

HORIZON — Since the beginning of the school year,
Counselor Dee Perez has been emphasizing the Pillars
of Character to the students of Frank Macias Elemen-
tary on a daily basis. Along with the emphasis from
Counselor Perez, there has been reinforcement on the
importance of possessing good character by Ms. Anne
Fuentes to her 2nd grade class.

“Each year my students participate in a gift exchange
among themselves. After the events of Sept. 11, my
students discussed ways in which people were helping
one another,” Ms. Fuentes said. “We then talked about
how we could help those less fortunate instead of our-
selves. The idea of donating the gifts came naturally to
many of my students. The decision was unanimous.
Each student brought a gift to be donated. My students
are very proud and glad they contributed in such a per-
sonal way.”

The gifts were donated to the Lee Moor Home for

Macias students practice giving as a pillar of character

children. The students now understand what the phrase
“It’s better to give than to receive” means.

— Contributed by Arleen Beard

This youngster’s big smile
says it all.
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By  Steve Escajeda�
Special to the Courier

King Super Crossword
A PUZZLE
ACROSS
    1 Brimless hat
    4 Entertain or Erato?
    9 Trophy or city dis-
trict?
  14 Be an accomplice
or wager?
  18 Sills solo
  20 Chemical element
  21 Less adorned
  22 O’Hara homestead
  23 Minus
  24 Dolt
  25 Marsh bird
  26 Ken of
“thirtysomething”
  27 Waterfalls
  29 Furrow
  31 Emotionally ardu-
ous
  33 Spouses no more
  34 _ cotta
  36 Peculiar
  37 De Mille or
Moorehead
  39 Be in a pageant
  41 George of “Just
Shoot Me”
  45 Thickens
  46 “_ is me!”
  47 Fish for a dish
  49 Shady spot
  51 Goal
  52 Simple shelters
  54 “Got  You Into My
Life” (’66 song)
  56 Figure of interest?

  57 Mao _ -tung
  58 Land or beacon?
  60 Mead’s milieu
  62 Canonized Mlle.
  63 Eulogy
  65 At _ for words
  68 Result
  70 It really smells
  71 Spoil
  72 Rent- _
  73 Morsel for Dumbo
  76 Error
  78 Obsolete title
  81 Lend an _ (listen)
  82 Schipa or Bergonzi
  84 Quantity or steed?
  86 Cry of discovery
  88 Particle
  90 Automaton
  92 French couturier
  93 Soho snack
  94 Varnish ingredient
  96 Fall decoration
  98 Creepy Christopher
  99 Jeweler’s weight
101 Link
103 Looked like Hook?
105 Planned a burglary
106 Uh-uh
108 Yorkshire features
109 David’s instrument
110 Cavorts in the pool
115 Make lace
116 Trees-to-be
120 Pub orders
121 Cover story?
123 Fuming
125 Authentic

126 Barrett or Jaffe
127 Romeo and Juliet
128 Neighbor of Mali
129 Actress Raines
130 Perched on or toy?
131 Make amends or
pitch?
132 Collect or religious
service?
133 Drink like a dachs-
hund

DOWN
    1 Soft mineral
    2 Locality
    3 TV’s “Our _ Brooks”
    4 Dwells
    5 Ways
    6 “Topaz” author
    7 _ Canals
    8 Main course
    9 Like some art
  10 Pale
  11 Like 102 Down
  12 Printer’s proof
  13 Expects the worst
  14 Like _ of bricks
  15 Part of Indonesia
  16 “_ go bragh!”
  17 Sharp taste
  19 Upward movement
or aroma?
  28 Fires
  30 Poetic pots
  32 Concept
  34 Choppers
  35 Opposite or hybrid?
  37 Tilted or roster?

  38 Private Pyle
  39 Moulin _
  40 Forum fashions
  42 Growl sound
  43 Embarrass or big
party?
  44 Government game
  45 Purrfect pet?
  46 Singer Barry
  48 Rep. rival
  50 “_ Petite” (’57 song)
  53 Put one’s foot down
  55 Big-billed bird
  58 Concerning or
match?
  59 Sheen
  61 Separately or role?
  64 Hostelry
  66 _ Cruces, NM
  67 Mountain nymph
  69 _ Lanka
  72 Blue hue
  73 Compote compo-
nent
  74 Consumed
  75 Stood up or flower?
  76 Rock’s Los _
  77 Approximately or
boxing division?
  78 Acted like a dove
  79 - Dame
  80 In front of or leader?
  83 Eggy beverage
  85 Jazzman Davis
  87 - bran
  89 Cowboy Tom
  91 Essay’s big brother
  95 “- on the Run”

(’90 film)
  97 Walter - Mare
  99 Composer Orff
100 Yearn or steeple
part?
102 North African fea-
ture
104 Eye part
105 Piquant buds
107 Spartan serf
109 Can’t stand
110 Poet Teasdale
111 Scheme
112 Carson’s successor
113 PDQ, politely
114 Farm building
116 It’s a long story
117 ’94 Jodie Foster film
118 Extravaganza
119 Clout a cad
122 Big _
124 Wheel part

Answer Page 7

6. Former Yankee Darryl Strawberry gets
into trouble yet again, violating his probation.
After turning up missing for a few days, he
was finally found after bizarre rumors surfaced
that he had been kidnapped.

5. Venus Williams pulls out of a semifinal
match against her sister Serena at Indian Wells
claiming knee trouble, denying rumors that she
was told to do so by her father so that her sis
could gain the title.

4. Tied for the lead in the final round, Ian
Woosnam is penalized for having too many
clubs in his bag, thanks to his caddie, who
Woosnam fired after the incident.

3. Danny Almonte, with the help of his coach
and father, lied about his age to illegally com-
pete for New York in the Little League World
Series.

2. The second coming of football follies, the
wacky XFL was born and died during 2001.

1. UTEP football falls on its face after skip-
ping out on its commitment to play NMSU so
they can play Texas Tech. The Miners don’t
get to play the much-anticipated home game
against Texas Tech and lose their last seven of
the season to finish 2-9.

Looking back at some weird moments in 2001 sports

Well, it’s finally here, 2002!
I hope your holiday and New Year’s celebra-

tions were the best, I know mine were.
One thing that goes hand-in-hand with ev-

ery new year is the obligatory look back at the
old year. You know, reminiscing about what
you did or didn’t accomplish during the year
that just ended. And we always do the same in
the world of sports.

But anyone can do a 2001 “sports year in
review” highlighting the best sports moments
of the past year. Whether it was Barry Bonds’
73 home runs or Arizona’s exciting World Se-
ries win over the Yankees, or Lance
Armstrong’s victory in the Tour de France or
one of a hundred other things.

What I want to focus on are the top 20 most
unusual sports stories of the year — the stories
that have you scratching to top of your head
instead of sitting on the edge of your seat.

Believe it or not, there were dozens of wacky
sports stories out there to make 2001 a memo-

promotion.
13. New heavyweight boxing champ Hasim

Rahman brawls with Lennox Lewis during the
taping of an ESPN show.

12. Atlanta Gold Club owner Steve Kaplan
pleads guilty to racketeering charges in a case
which several pro athletes testify about sexual
favors they received at the strip bar.

11. A thief uses Tiger Woods’ identity to steal
$17,000 in goods. He is found guilty and sen-
tenced to prison.

10. 76ers owner Pat Croce announces that
the team’s conditioning coach John Croce, his
brother, was fired after a video camera caught
him stealing money out of Allen Iverson’s pants
in the locker room.

9. In what could have been touted as Ali-
Frazier IV, daughter Laila Ali defeated daughter
Jacqui Frazier-Lyle in an eight-round decision.

8. Knicks center Marcus Camby heads to
South Windsor, Conn. where his mother and
two sisters are held hostage by a knife-wield-
ing man. No family members were hurt.

7. Golfer Casey Martin wins his right to ride
a golf cart during PGA tour events by a 7-2
Supreme Court vote.

rable one but I think I’ve narrowed it down to
the Top 20 Weirdest of the Weird.

20. Shaquille O’Neal apologizes after admit-
ting he was just joking on a radio show when
he stated he had slept with Venus Williams,
Cindy Crawford and singer Aaliyah.

19. NBA referees eject singer Jimmy Buffett
from a Knicks-Heat game for using profanity.

18. Knicks’ guard and devout Christian,
Charlie Ward, apologized to his team and fans
after anti-Semitic remarks he made.

17. Marlins’ outfielder Cliff Floyd feuds with
Mets’ manager Bobby Valentine after he leaves
Floyd off N.L. All Star team.

16. Rae Carruth is cleared of first degree
murder charges to escape the death penalty but
is convicted of three other charges related to
his pregnant girlfriend’s murder.

15. Nine of the 22 umpires fired by MLB
are reinstated and are ordered to receive all their
back pay.

14. Dallas Mavericks owner Mark Cuban
runs onto the court during a shoving match
between his team and the Cleveland Cavaliers.
Seems the Cavs accused the Mavs of running
up the score so that fans could win a Taco Bell

“Science education in Texas is a
big success.”

“Science education in Texas is a
failure.”

The first statement is a reasonable
conclusion drawn from the Texas
Education Agency reports of student
scores from the Texas Assessment of
Academic Skills test. According to
the Texas Education Agency, 91 per-
cent of our 8th grade students passed
the science section of the TAAS in
Spring 2001. This is up from an 88
percent passage rate in 2000.

These numbers are incredibly en-
couraging. They imply that our pub-
lic schools are churning out students
with the academic potential to be
automotive mechanics, electricians,
computer programmers, doctors and
engineers — just what our economy
needs.

With a near-universal passage rate

View from here   by Michael Quinn Sullivan

Difference in TAAS and national
test scores calls for explanation

on the state-required TAAS test, who
can question the instruction of sci-
ence in our schools?

Those meddlers at the US Depart-
ment of Education, it seems. They
recently released data from the 2000
National Assessment of Educational
Progress science test. According to
the results, Texas students don’t fare
so well compared to kids across the
country.

In fact, almost 50 percent “lacked
basic science knowledge.” Con-
versely, only 23 percent qualified as
either “proficient” or “advanced.”
For sake of clarification, to get a “ba-
sic” rating on the NAEP test students
must “demonstrate some knowledge
and reasoning required for under-
standing of the earth, physical and
life sciences…(be able to) obtain in-
formation from graphs, diagrams,
and tables…have a beginning under-

standing of cause-and-effect relation-
ships.”

This means more than half of our
students cannot understand, for ex-
ample, the cause-and-effect relation-
ship between shoddy tests and accu-
rate results.

The “end of course” high school
biology TAAS test offers one such
example. Students are asked to look
at a cartoon drawing and determine
how the girl pictured might more ac-
curately measure the liquid in a
graduated cylinder that she is hold-
ing at an obviously contorted angle.

Another TAAS question, this one
for 8th graders, also features a car-
toon. In it, a bird is sitting on a nest
beside several eggs, with branches of
the tree visible. A second cartoon
shows the same bird and eggs, but
one branch has large berries hanging
from it. Students are asked what has
grown between the times of the two
pictures.

Any questions why 90 percent of
the students pass the state science
test?

Such inanities litter the TAAS
landscape. They might be excusable
were it not for the fact that parents,

teachers, schools, the legislature and
others rely on the test results to judge
student performance and hold our
schools accountable.

Disparities in test scores, such as
those between the NAEP and the
TAAS, beg the question: “Who holds
the state test accountable?” Teachers
have long complained about the
negative effects of the TAAS in the
classroom. Maybe we should start
listening.

No one asks tough questions when
kids pass the state tests with flying
colors; everyone praises the leaders
and congratulates Maria and Jared.
But when those same kids suddenly
fail a test, Texans should ask very
tough questions.

Why does the TAAS show stellar
science skills, while a national test
has our students lagging? More
broadly, why is it that scores on the
state test show increasing improve-
ment, while achievement remains flat
for Texas kids on college entrance
exams?

If Texas held students to the same
passing standards as national tests
such as the Stanford 9 or Iowa Test
of Basic Skills, half of the kids would

be held back, according to research
by the University of Houston.

Higher failure rates from a more
rigorous test might cause heartburn
across Texas, but not nearly so much
as a student feels when he realizes
his academic ability is not really in
the top ten percent after he or she
flunks out of college or fails a pre-
employment exam.

The TEA is right now crafting a
new assessment test (the TAKS). Will
it feature more inane questions, pro-
ducing more meaningless scores? Or,
will it provide a true measure of aca-
demic acumen?

Elected officials and policymakers
owe the taxpayers a solid measure
with which we can judge how well
our education money is being spent.

More importantly, we owe it to our
children’s future to demand an aca-
demically rigorous test that allows us
to better provide for their educational
needs.
______________________________________
(Michael Quinn Sullivan is director
of media and government relations
for the Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion, a non-profit, non-partisan think
tank based in San Antonio.)
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OUT ON A LIMB  By Gary Kopervas

GOT A LIFE By Terri Davis

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

Comix

Put us to
work for you.

852-3235

Newspapers work!

City of Horizon City
PUBLIC NOTICE
A PUBLIC HEARING will be held at 6:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, January 8, 2002 during the Regular City
Council Meeting at City Hall, 14999 Darrington Road,
Horizon City, Texas. Purpose of the public hearing is to
allow any interested persons to appear and testify
regarding the following proposed ordinances:

1) Proposed Amendment No. 0028 to Zoning
Ordinance No. 0006, to require separate permits
for plumbing, electrical and mechanical construc-
tion for the Town of Horizon City, Texas.

Those who are unable to attend may submit their views
in writing to the City Clerk of Horizon City. Ordinances
are too extensive to print. Ordinances are always available
for viewing or copying upon request from the City Clerk
at the above address.

Sandra Sierra
City Clerk

WTCC: 01/03/02

HAIR�
SLINGERS�
Hair & Nail Salon�
Hot Wax Removal�

Tanning�
Walk-Ins Welcome�

852-1655�
13899 Horizon Blvd. & Darriington

By Don Flood
Among the more important

skills of a professional journalist
is the ability to use bizarre syn-
onyms for everyday things.

That’s why, in news reports,
“snow” is never referred to twice.
On second reference it’s always
“the white stuff,” as in, “Hey ev-
erybody, it’s white stuffing out-
side!”

Coffee is another one. In the sec-
ond reference — and sometimes
the first — coffee is always re-
ferred to as “hot java” or “cup of
joe” or anything besides coffee,
because if we just came out and
said “coffee,” too many readers
might actually understand what
we’re talking about.

But hot java is an appropriate
way to describe what is now the
most expensive and sought after
coffee in the world — Kopi
Luwak.

Kopi Luwak — this is abso-
lutely true — is made from coffee
beans that have passed through the
digestive system of the Palm
Toddy Cat monkey in Indonesia,
which includes the island of Java.

Kopi Luwak is so rare and so
popular that it sells, in limited ar-
eas, at five bucks a cup.

American monkeys key to coffee shortage
skilled monkey dung coffee bean
searchers all come from Indonesia.

It does, however, bring up an
intolerable situation: U.S. coffee
drinkers are at the mercy of a small
cartel of Indonesian monkeys.

As the only remaining super-
power, we cannot allow one coun-
try to control the world’s supply of
monkey digestive tract coffee.

First, while we may not have the
services of the Palm Toddy Cat
monkey in this country, we do
have significant simian digestive
capacity.

Just look at the big apes in the
zoos. I bet they could pass some
coffee beans.

And what about those silly mon-
keys, scampering about as if they
haven’t a care in the world?

It’s obvious that this country’s
monkey-power is vastly
underutilized. We need to put them
to work.

If all Americans — humans and
monkeys — work together, we can
produce the finest simian digestive
tract coffee in the world.

And I already have a slogan —
“American Kopi Luwak: Good to
the Last Dropping.”
____________________________________
(c) 2001 King Features Synd., Inc.

To collect the beans, workers must
hunt through piles of Toddy Cat mon-
key dung.

As you can imagine, monkey dung
coffee bean searcher is among the
most prestigious and highly prized
job titles in all of Indonesia.

Ambitious young people who as-
pire to be elite bean searchers must
complete a rigorous four-year pro-
gram at the country’s Monkey Dung
Coffee Bean Searchers University.

For the first three years, students
focus almost exclusively on “hands-
on” experience with “beanless” mon-
key dung.

Finally, in their final year, after an
emotional, tear-filled ceremony, se-
niors are called to begin working on
the real thing.

But in order to be accepted as Certi-
fied Monkey Dung Coffee Bean
Searchers, they first must pass, so to
speak, their final exam, a tension-filled
three-hour test of their monkey dung
coffee bean searching capabilities.

Appearing before a select panel,
seniors must find every bean in a 50-
pound pile of dung. One missed cof-
fee bean brings immediate expulsion
from the program.

To us this may sound like a brutal
system, but people should remember
that this is why the most highly

Q: I’ve been reading and hearing
about “Saving Social Security” and
how demographic shifts are driving
the need for changes in Social Secu-
rity. Can you explain this to me?

A: Increasing life expectancies and
decreasing birth rates are resulting in
an older population, which in turn
puts pressure on the Social Security
system. Improvements in life expect-
ancy have allowed retirees to receive
benefits for longer periods. In addi-
tion, 77 million baby boomers will
also begin retiring in about 2010, and
in about 30 years, there will be nearly
twice as many older Americans as
there are today. At the same time, the
ratio of retirees to workers is ex-
pected to decline from the current
about three workers per retiree to two
workers per retiree.

Q: I have always planned on retir-
ing at 62, but Social Security is rais-
ing the retirement age. Now how long
do I have to wait?

A: You don’t have to wait at all. While
the full retirement age is rising gradu-
ally from 65 to 67, the early retirement
age is still 62. So, you will still be able
to retire early if you want to.

Q: I’ve been getting disability ben-
efits for several years. I am still se-
verely disabled, but I want to try to

Social Security: Q & A   by Ray Vigil

work. If I do, will I immediately lose
my benefits?

A: Absolutely not! In fact, with a new
package of work incentives, it is
easier than ever for disabled benefi-
ciaries to go back to work. Of course,
your work will have an effect on your
benefits, depending on what sort of
benefits you receive and the amount
you earn. It is Social Security’s goal
to do everything we can to help dis-
abled people in their attempts to re-
turn to work.

Q: I retired in 2000 from the life in-
surance business. Last month, I re-
ceived sales commissions totaling
$8,000 for life insurance policies that
I sold before I retired. Will these com-
missions count as earnings for this
year and reduce my Social Security
benefits?

A: The $8,000 in commissions will
not count toward the earnings limit
because you did the work to earn that
amount before you retired.
_____________________________________
For more information visit your lo-
cal Security office, see http://
www.ssa:gov, or call us at 1-800-
772-1213. If you have any questions
that you would like to have answered,
please mail them to the Social Secu-
rity Office, 11111 Gateway West, Attn:
Ray Vigil, El Paso, Texas 79935.

Steve Mosher, R.Ph./Owner
1330 Fabens St.  •  Fabens, TX  79838

(915) 764-2739
Inside S & S Big 8 Grocery Store

The Pharmacy That’s
All About You!® 
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WEDNESDAY

Times of clouds
and sunshine; still

cool.

46°▲ ▼

WED. NIGHT

Clear to partly
cloudy and cold.

THURSDAY

A mix of clouds
and sun with a

milder afternoon.

56°▲ 34°▼

FRIDAY

Partly sunny and
seasonable.

60°▲ 34°▼

SATURDAY

A good deal of
sunshine; pleasant.

58°▲ 34°▼

SUNDAY

Mostly sunny.

54°▲ 32°▼

MONDAY

A good deal of
sunshine, but

colder.

46°▲ 18°▼

TUESDAY

Sunshine.

56°▲ 24°▼

WEATHER AccuWeather .com

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST FOR EL PASO

TEXAS WEATHER TRAVELERS CITIESUV INDEX

REAL FEEL TEMP™

AGRICULTURE

Statistics for noon.

Wednesday ........ 2 ..............Minimal
Thursday ............ 2 ..............Minimal
Friday ................ 3 ....................Low
Saturday ............ 3 ....................Low
Sunday .............. 2 ..............Minimal
Monday .............. 2 ..............Minimal
Tuesday .............. 2 ..............Minimal

The higher the UV Index, the greater
the need for eye and skin protection.

Albuquerque 42/24/pc 48/26/sh 44/24/pc 42/20/s 46/24/s
Atlanta 34/24/c 38/24/c 42/30/pc 46/34/c 50/23/c
Atlantic City 35/24/s 37/26/pc 33/16/s 33/23/s 41/27/c
Austin/San Antonio 42/26/c 50/32/s 52/42/c 60/38/pc 58/30/pc
Baltimore 36/22/s 38/24/pc 34/18/s 36/24/pc 39/25/c
Boston 38/25/s 38/23/s 26/16/s 30/20/c 34/29/c
Chicago 24/12/pc 30/18/s 32/24/pc 32/24/sf 32/22/c
Dallas/Ft. Worth 40/24/c 50/32/s 52/36/c 54/34/c 52/26/pc
Denver 36/20/s 46/22/pc 38/16/c 40/18/pc 44/22/pc
Flagstaff 44/19/pc 45/21/c 41/16/c 40/18/pc 43/6/pc
Houston 42/26/c 54/34/s 64/48/pc 64/42/c 58/30/pc
Kansas City 20/9/pc 38/18/s 38/23/pc 36/21/sn 36/13/c
Las Vegas 56/36/c 52/39/c 56/36/pc 56/36/s 59/24/s
Miami 78/64/r 68/50/r 68/54/pc 74/58/pc 75/60/c
Minneapolis 18/6/pc 22/8/sf 26/12/pc 24/8/sf 26/12/pc
New Orleans 46/30/r 50/36/s 56/44/s 62/46/sh 56/36/c
New York City 38/26/s 38/22/s 28/16/pc 34/26/c 38/32/c
Philadelphia 36/24/s 38/24/pc 32/20/s 36/24/s 40/28/c
Phoenix 68/48/pc 66/46/pc 66/42/s 66/44/s 68/44/s
Portland 49/40/r 49/38/c 47/38/sh 49/38/c 46/39/pc
San Francisco 58/47/sh 58/45/c 58/49/pc 60/47/pc 58/40/pc
Seattle 50/40/r 48/38/sh 46/38/c 48/38/c 48/42/c
Tucson 66/42/pc 66/40/pc 62/36/s 64/36/s 66/40/s
Washington, DC 36/26/pc 40/26/c 36/22/pc 38/26/pc 38/27/c

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat. Sun.

Wednesday through the weekend will be dry across the area. Temperatures will be below normal Wednesday, but return to season-
able levels Thursday. No rainfall is expected over the next 7 days.

Weather (W): s -sunny, pc -partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh -showers, t-thunderstorms,
r-rain, sf -snow flurries, sn -snow, i-ice.

Wednesday ................................ 35°
Thursday .................................... 58°
Friday .......................................... 55°
Saturday ...................................... 59°
Sunday ........................................ 43°
Monday ........................................ 49°
Tuesday ...................................... 40°

A composite of the effects of temperature, wind,
humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precip-
itation, and elevation on the human body.

Shown is
Wednesday's weather.
Temperatures are
Wednesday's highs
and Wednesday
night's lows.

All maps, forecasts and data provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2002

Anthony 46 28

Canutillo 47 29

Fabens 45 28

Clint 44 28
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AUSTIN — Beginning November
2001, the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) requires that certain
classes of sheep and goats have
premise identification ear tags ap-
plied before they are moved from
their farm to be sold in interstate
commerce or commingled with sheep
and goats from any other farms.
Compliance action in Texas will not
be taken until April 1, 2002.

Identification requirements extend
to:

• All sheep 18 months of age  or
older.

• All breeding sheep regardless of

Ear tags mandated for some sheep and goats
age.

• Sexually intact show or exhibi-
tion sheep and goats.

• All goats 18 months of age or
older that are or have been com-
mingled with sheep.

• All breeding goats that are or have
been commingled with sheep.

Tattoos may be used to identify
registered or meat and dairy show
goats, as long as the animals are
accompanied by their registration
papers. A premise identification
number should be obtained and the
ear tags should be applied to ani-
mals being culled or animals no

longer accompanied by registration
papers.

Commercial goats and wethers that
have not had contact with sheep are
exempt from identification require-
ments.

Identified sheep and goats may
carry several ear tags, depending on
how many premises or flocks from
which they have been moved or sold.
Tags are to accurately reflect the pre-
mises on which the animals have
been commingled with other sheep
or goats.

Aside from the time it takes to at-
tach the ear tag prior to loading sheep

and goats for shipment, there is no
cost, if you use the white metal or
white plastic tags provided through
the state-federal program. In meet-
ings with industry representatives, a
preference for a premise identifica-
tion system was expressed. There-
fore, owners will be assigned a
unique, permanent premise identifi-
cation number. Supplies of ear tags
will carry this number, and a sequen-
tial number on the reverse side, which
owners may use in maintaining indi-
vidual animal records.

A free pair of tag pliers will be pro-
vided with the first shipment of tags.

To get your premise identification
number and order free tags, call the
toll-free designated toll-free “tag
line” at 1-866-873-2824.

Tags are shipped by UPS, so be
prepared to provide a physical ship-
ping address.

Approved vendors offer other
styles of official presmise identifica-
tion tags that may be purchased after
you get your premise number. A list
of approved vendors can be obtained
by calling the toll-free “tag line,” or
checking the web
s i te :www.aphis .usda.gov/vs /
scrapie.htm


