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If you lend someone $20 and never see
them again, it was probably worth it.

— Quips and Quotes
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CANUTILLO — “I was very disappointed.”
That was all Superintendent Charles Hart
would say last Jan. 23 as he left the
second of two special meetings by
members of the board of trustees of
the Canutillo Independent School
District.

The meetings generated one con-
sensus agreement and six motions
regarding the new high school and
its location. However, reflecting a
school board divided, the first four
motions were defeated, three by
identical votes of 4-3. Sometimes
acrimonious in its discussion, the
board ultimately could only agree to
hold a town hall meeting within a month to get
more input from community residents on the
high school’s location.

This action came at the second of two meet-
ings held that night in the central administra-
tion building. In the first, a special committee
of three board members met. It was formed by
board President Jose Villarreal to review pro-
posals on the educational specifications for the
proposed high school submitted by two archi-

Canutillo school board struggles to
find consensus on high school project

AUSTIN — The Department of Public
Safety is stepping up efforts to get big rigs to
slow down.

Supplemented by federal grant money, the
DPS has purchased
101 radar detector de-
tectors for use by Li-
cense and Weight
troopers. Another 43
could be purchased by
June.

Federal law forbids
commercial vehicles
from using radar de-
tectors and they can be
pulled over and tick-
eted for simply oper-
ating a radar detector
during travel.

“The combination of size and speed can
make large trucks a lethal combination,” said
DPS Director Col. Thomas Davis Jr. “Because
of their vehicle’s sheer mass, truck drivers
have a special responsibility to drive safely.
Hopefully, this additional enforcement tool

It may sound confusing but…

DPS detectors to detect radar detectors in big rigs
will make them think twice about violating
the speed limit.”

Some License and Weight troopers have
been using radar detector detectors for sev-

eral years now, but the
new and future pur-
chases will eventually
equip nearly every Li-
cense and Weight pa-
trol vehicle in the state
with the technology to
spot active radar de-
tector devices in com-
mercial vehicles.

The units cost about
$1,500 a piece and
were purchased with
the help of grant
money from the Fed-

eral Motor Carrier Safety Administration.
“It’s important for the public to remember

that truck drivers often are not the culprits
when it comes to dangerous driving habits,”
said Davis. “Driving with big rigs presents
special challenges for everyday motorists.”

By Don Woodyard�
Courier Staff Writer

tectural firms, Dimensions in Architecture and
CF Associates.

Forming the committee was necessitated by
the surprise actions of the two companies that
had withdrawn their bids at the regular school
board meeting on Jan. 15. Following discus-

sion, it was the consensus and rec-
ommendation of the committee,
comprised of Villarreal, Margarito
Arellano and Linda Samples, to ac-
cept the resubmitted bid of Dimen-
sions.

The recommendation of the com-
mittee was later approved unani-
mously by the full board at the spe-
cial board meeting that followed. It
was the final and only unanimous vote
by the board at the second meeting.

After convening at 6:30, the board
immediately went into executive

session with its attorney, Larry Baskind, to dis-
cuss acquiring a school site and consider pos-
sible alternatives. Previous negotiations with
the two owners for the sale of their 50 acres of
land adjacent to the Northwest campus of El
Paso Community College had reached an im-
passe. The district and the owners couldn’t
agree on a price after five months of talks. The
district’s appraised value was $2.18 million.
The owners had countered with an appraised

price of $2.20 million.
After an hour and 45 minutes of delibera-

tion, the board returned to open session to take
action.

The subsequent board events occurred as
follows:

• Carl Frietze made the first motion. It called
for the board to authorize Baskind to send a
legal document to the two owners of site one
of CISD’s offer to purchase the land at the ap-
praised value. They were to respond within
seven days or negotiations would cease. It was
defeated by a vote of 6-1.

• The second motion, made by Villarreal,
raised the issue of eminent domain proceed-
ings. It called for legal counsel to initiate emi-
nent domain proceedings the following day,
Jan. 24, for site one. It was narrowly defeated
by the first of the 4-3 votes.

Opposed to eminent domain action was Susie
Jensen, mother of a Damian Elementary stu-
dent. She occasionally flashed a small sign that
said “No to Eminent Domain Yes to Integrity.”

“It is unethical to take people’s land when
other land is available,” she said. “I don’t want
my taxpayer’s money going to eminent do-
main.

“Canutillo High School should be in
Canutillo,” she added, pointing out that the new
high school, if located at the EPCC site, would
fall within the El Paso city limits.

At one point Villarreal threatened to clear
the boardroom because of what he considered
undue noise among some of the spectators. The
action was never taken.

• Arellano made the third motion. It stipu-
lated that the district remove itself from all pro-
ceedings/negotiations as soon as possible on
this particular site, the one adjacent to the Com-
munity College campus. It too failed by the 4-
3 vote.

• Motion number four came from Laure
Searls. It called for ceasing negotiations for site
one and begin new negotiations to purchase
land for site two, off I-10 between Vinton Ave.
and Transmountain Road. It also suffered the
same 4-3 fate.

• Then came the first positive vote of the
evening, 5-2 in support of Yvonne Sanchez’
motion, number five, for the town hall meet-
ing.

• The sixth motion, made by Arellano, re-
sulted in the 7-0 approval of the committee’s
recommendation in the first meeting on the
educational specifications.

Hart, however, later interjected a possible
scheduling problem in regard to the town hall
meeting. The superintendent pointed out that
town meetings were also a part of Dimensions’
educational specifications proposal and would
need to be taken into account.

Charles Hart

Texas DPS officers aim to slow down big
rigs with radar detecting units like this one.

EL PASO COUNTY — Representatives
from a slew of local animal help groups spent
weeks working to fly an elderly man’s dis-
placed companion home for the New Year —
and he finally made it.

Thanks to the efforts of El Paso Animal
Health and Regulation — more commonly
known as Animal Control — the El Paso Hu-
mane Society and El Paso City/County Ani-
mal Shelter Advisory Committee (ASAC),
Shadow is safe at home in Miami, Florida, af-
ter a “near-death” experience in El Paso.

Ronald Payne, Shadow’s 70-something hu-

Remarkable cooperation by animal groups help dog fly from El Paso to Florida
By Michelle J. Brown�
Special to the Courier

man companion, was traveling cross-country
in his old van last month. Payne became ill and
broke while staying at an El Paso trailer park.
When he didn’t have the money to pay for his
stay, the park confiscated his van and all his
belongings and called the police.

Payne went to the hospital. Shadow went to
Animal Control, also known as “the pound”
where animals can only be kept a few days
before being euthanized.

Following his hospital release, Payne could
not afford to “bail out” Shadow and was forced
to walk and hitchhike heartbroken back home.

A neighbor wrote a letter to the Miami Herald
Help Action Line, explaining the situation and
how desperate Payne was to get Shadow back.

The Herald contacted Patricia Palafox of

ASAC, who got them in direct contact with
Humane Society of El Paso volunteer Sue
Loessberg and director Barbara Snow, who was
vacationing in north Florida. Immediately the
Humane Society duo called Lorenzo Hinojos,
Animal Control director, who waived all fees
and released Shadow to the Humane Society.

Knowing Shadow was saved from imminent
destruction, the Herald called American Air-
lines, which told them that for the price of a
ticket, Shadow could fly to Miami from El Paso
through Dallas.

However, it had to be at least 45 degrees in
each city. The Humane Society housed Shadow
while Loessberg went to the airport everyday

See FLIGHT, Page 4

Journalism
Hall of Famer
Former Socorro High School journalism
teacher, the late Jane Anne McCoy

Hambrick, will be in-
ducted into the Jour-
nalism and Mass
Communication Hall
of Fame at Marshall
University on May
11. Hambrick, in
whose honor a
Socorro ISD Pre-K-
8th grade campus is
named,  spent more
than 14 years teach-
ing in the district.

She died in 1997, leaving her students a
legacy of selfless service and the knowl-
edge that it is a civic duty to stay informed.

Border safety
For the third consecutive year the U.S. Bor-
der Patrol and the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service are sponsoring the Bor-
der Safety Initiative which seeks to warn
would-be illegal immigrants about the po-
tentially deadly consequences of illegal
methods of border crossings — while pro-
viding Border Patrol agents with emergency
training and equipment to help save the lives
of those who do not heed the warning. “Ev-
ery year we see cases where migrants trust
their lives to coyotes (smugglers), only to
discover the harsh reality that their welfare
is of no concern to those who smuggle
them,” El Paso Sector Chief Patrol Agent
Luis Barker said. Water-rescue training is
offered to the Border Patrol counterparts in
Mexico. Public service announcements in
Spanish are aired on radio and television,
and posters and other materials are distrib-
uted in the border region to educate the pub-
lic on the dangers of illegal crossings. In
the El Paso area, only 11 deaths were re-
corded in 2001 as compared with 27 in 2000,
and Border Patrol agents rescued 37 immi-
grants in distress, mostly drowning in irri-
gation canals.

In other news
■ A public forum to provide an update
regarding progress of the redesign of the
Mental Health/Mental Retardation Ser-
vices Redesign Project in El Paso County
will be held at the Center for Workforce
Preparedness, Gecko Room, 1359
Lomaland on Feb. 12, from 10-12 a.m. and
from 6-8 p.m. Each session will be fol-
lowed by an open forum for public com-
ment/suggestions. For any further infor-
mation or questions call Douglas Barker,
Project Manager, at 782-6396 or Maria
Renteria, 782-6446.

■ Texas Land Commissioner David
Dewhurst today announced more than $4.8
million was paid by oil and gas firms at
the Jan. 15 lease sale for 24,574 acres of
Permanent School Fund (PSF) lands dedi-
cated to help fund public education.
Dewhurst said royalties from oil and gas
produced on state lands are deposited into

See BRIEFS, Page 8
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One perspective
By Francis Shrum

Eye on D.C.  By U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla
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During elementary school, I
found recess to be the most en-
joyable part of my day. I always
wished that my time outside
could be extended into the after-

noon. Today, I still enjoy recess, but it’s taken on an en-
tirely different meaning. My recess is now filled with
travel to the 29 counties that make up the 23rd district. I
spend quality time with my district staff and educate
myself on the issues affecting our part of the state. It’s a
great way to get in touch with the people who matter the
most: my constituents.

As we start fresh with a new year, I think now is an
important time to focus on ways we can work together
and strengthen our republic. We are a nation at war, and
we must continue to support our troops and our Presi-
dent. We must also address the important issues facing
America. There are several legislative priorities this
Congress must address.

As a member of the Defense Appropriations Subcom-
mittee, I am dedicated to rebuilding our national defense.
We must continue to support our men and women in
uniform who have taken an oath to defend and protect
our nation. As our troops face new challenges, we must
demonstrate the true commitment for our armed services.

I was honored last year to have been appointed Chair-
man of the Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee.
As Chairman, I oversee hundreds of state and national
agriculture programs. Last year’s spending bill was great
for Texas agriculture producers. Many of the programs
funded will directly impact farmers and ranchers in the
23rd district and throughout our great state, as well as
our nation. I remain dedicated to keeping the agriculture
industry strong and healthy.

New beginnings
Beyond my subcommittee positions in the House of

Representatives, I want each of you to know that I will
not back down on the issues I have fought for since my
first days in Congress. We must continue to provide
meaningful tax relief to the people of America — espe-
cially considering our current economic conditions. Now
more than ever, we also need to look out for the small
businesses of America. They are the back-bone of our
country. Small businesses should be protected so they have
the opportunity to grow and flourish. I’ll also continue my
work on the Texas/Mexico border; I’ll aim for better health
research funding; and of course, I’ll shoot for the stars when
it comes to educating our nation’s children. After almost a
decade of commitment to these issues, we’ve seen remark-
able results. But we’re not finished. This year will bring us
one step closer to accomplishing our goals and making the
23rd district better than ever.

It goes without saying that America forever changed
on September 11th. With these tragic events come im-
portant, new goals that we must attend to. Stabilizing
the economy is at the top of many lists. We must help
those hit the hardest by the terrorist attacks. This means
working in a bi-partisan fashion to support economic
policies that allow businesses to flourish. We must also
provide adequate funding for our nation’s military and
work to improve airport security. Most importantly, we
must show terrorists that our nation will not be torn apart
by this tragedy. We will stand together and fight the evil
forces that wreaked havoc on our home.

The bell has rung and recess is over. We have signifi-
cant issues on our horizon. By implementing common-
sense conservatism, we can reach solutions that will help
both Texas and America. Now is the time for Congress
to come together and serve the needs of our county.

I enjoy a good rodeo.
As the 73rd Annual County Live-

stock Show and Rodeo kicks off this
week El Paso is struggling to main-
tain its longtime cowboy image.

The big steer may still grace the
roof of the Cowtown Boot building
but other big boot rodeo sponsors —
Justin and Tony Lama — have pulled
out, seeking greener pastures in other
metropolitan areas of Texas. Animal-
rights activists have taken a bite out
of Coca-Cola’s sponsorship of ro-
deos. Add to that the politically mo-
tivated Texas Attorney General who
scalped the Tigua’s gambling estab-
lishment and, as a result, rodeo orga-
nizers have watched their support
dollars ride off into the sunset.

The rodeo apparently isn’t the big-
gest event in El Paso anymore,
though no one seems to know exactly
what is.

El Paso’s Mayor Ray Caballero
and the County Commissioners
aren’t too dedicated to helping —
they have donned their usual “we
have so much else to worry about”
attitude as El Paso seeks to shed its
status as 41st among the nation’s ro-
deos and return to the Top 15 rank-
ing it enjoyed in the 1970’s and 80’s.

Some have suggested that turning
it into a “festival” might help.

Whatever El Paso’s rodeo woes
may be, rodeo itself has shown an
amazing ability to survive, to grip the
interest of Americans who have never
enjoyed the dubious privilege of step-
ping in a cow pie or getting stepped
on by a horse.

It’s one of the few sports these days
that still has its bare-knuckle mo-
ments of truth, no matter how buffed
up the athlete is or how much his
equipment costs. And it does cost a
lot.

No more is the rodeo cowboy
somebody mothers warned their

El Paso
should
cowboy up

daughters about. Nowadays the top
guys are earning six-digit incomes
and look like Mr. Universe in Cinch
jeans and cowboy hat.

Many of them are savvy business-
men, family men, have a good edu-
cation and substantial property. Some
don’t even come from a rural back-
ground.

A few have forsaken their cowboy
hats for crash helmets when they ride
bulls. Since the untimely death of
bullrider Lane Frost, practically all
of them wear upper-body protection.

But the guts-and-glory of rodeo has
somehow survived. You can tell it in
the post-event interviews. The fellow
they are interviewing hasn’t been
coached by his team or sponsor to
sound like a politician.

I hate post-game interviews with
football and basketball stars — they
all say the exact same thing. Nothing.

Not so with rodeo interviews. Nine
times out of 10 it comes out honest
and heart-felt: “I’m riding with a bro-
ken pelvis and several cracked ribs
but with that stuff they got me on, I
don’t hardly feel nothin’. That ol’ bull
was pulling hard to one side but I
stayed with ’em and made it to the
buzzer.”

Even the top hands still have that
go-for-it attitude.

We hooped and hollered watching
Cody Ohl roping a calf during the
National Finals in Las Vegas. He took
two ropes and half the arena to
wrestle the hardy bovine to a stand-
still in an exciting match that brought
the crowd to its feet — and to a
deathly silence when he collapsed in
pain from a severe leg injury he sus-
tained dismounting to tie the calf.

He’d struggled all over in the dirt
of the arena floor with a tremen-
dously painful injury knowing that

See RODEO, Page 5
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View from the porch  By Linda Mussehl

Reyes Reports
By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

El Paso’s
border loca-
tion adds to

the challenge of finding meaningful
ways to better educate our children
with usable skills in today’s world.
As Chair of the Congressional His-
panic Caucus (CHC), I hold educa-
tion as our top priority so that every
student in El Paso gets the opportu-
nity to excel and succeed.

Last month, the US House of Rep-
resentatives passed the Elementary
and Secondary Education Authoriza-
tion (ESEA) Act by an overwhelm-
ing majority and it was signed by the
President. This bill overhauls the fed-
eral government’s involvement in
education from kindergarten to the
12th grade. The work of my fellow
CHC members and I paid off hand-
somely. On every issue of concern to
the CHC, we either won or reached
an acceptable compromise.

Our main goal is to narrow the edu-
cation gap between poor and rich stu-
dents and to benefit minority and
non-minority students. Also, the
ESEA confronts the unacceptable
dropout rates of Hispanic students
with an innovative dropout preven-
tion program, while expanding
educational services for migrant
students by increasing the funding
for migrant education. About 740
migrant students are enrolled in
Socorro Independent School Dis-
trict alone, and will greatly benefit
from these services.

I am particularly pleased with the

provisions relating to bilingual edu-
cation. Students will not be forced out
of bilingual classes before they are
ready for full English immersion.
There will be no artificial barriers to
prevent students from receiving bi-
lingual education, while also giving
parents the flexibility to remove their
children from such programs. The
quality of bilingual education will
also be improved by a program to
train and recruit more teachers. And
for the first time, funds for bilingual
education will be distributed to
schools based on the size of their lim-
ited English proficient student popu-
lation, thereby reaching more stu-
dents than ever.

While President Bush made edu-
cation a priority at the beginning
of this year, his proposed three per-
cent increase fell short of support-
ing his broad outline for reform.
Congress has stepped in to provide
the needed increase in funding —
an additional $4 billion, nearly a
20 percent increase.

The ESEA is a historic bill that will
raise student achievement levels
through a combination of higher stan-
dards, stronger accountability, and
increased resources. For the first time
in federal law, there is a clear goal to
eliminate the achievement gap plagu-
ing our education system.

This is a solid, positive step to
achieve our local educational goals
and to maintain our commitment to
improve the education of our public
school students.

Better education
key for success

Well, it finally happened. I got
popped by a scorpion. It was my
fault; I was overly secure and was
wandering the house in the dark
in my bare feet. It’s no big deal,
but it reminded me of my previ-

ous lapses in vigilance.
Like the time we had a rattlesnake in the house. It

came at a bad time. Come to think of it, though, is
there a good time?

It wasn’t a very big one: no bigger around than a
pencil and about a foot long (my very, very rough es-
timate), but that’s not straightening out any of his busy
little sidewinds. It probably could feed on grasshop-
pers and those little toads I keep finding around the
place, but a mouse would gag it.

There had been rattlesnakes in the house before. Af-
ter all, this is an old house and had set empty at different
times in its history. I hear that sometime back in the 1970s
it was vacant for more than six months. When it was
reoccupied, the commode wouldn’t work. An investi-
gation showed that the tank was filled with a ball of
rattlesnakes. (The story doesn’t continue and say who
had the pleasure of dealing with that little problem.)

Ever since I moved in here, however, I’ve been con-
stantly cleaning, patching and caulking the place to
the point I was confident we were critter free.

I guess I had become overconfident. Bold, even. I
had taken to walking around the house in the dark,
barefooted. Snakes never even crossed my mind.

Snakes certainly weren’t on my mind late that
evening when I was getting ready for bed. I walked
through the short, dark hallway to the bathroom. Look-

ing back down the hall, I saw a little rattler slither out
from behind the hall’s open door.

I reckon I must have scared it when I set my bare
foot down within six inches of it, because it was pretty
agitated. I couldn’t get out of the bathroom without
stepping over it, so I hollered for Pardner. He grabbed
a stock cane and tried — unsuccessfully — to pin it in
a corner.

Pardner said, “This is really stupid, chasing a rattle-
snake in my bare feet.” Still trapped in the bathroom,
I granted him time to put his boots on, if he hurried.

By this time our little snake had moved around the
corner (into my office!), so I got myself untrapped
and join the fray.

I put boots on too. Then there were two of us, dressed
in our underwear and boots, trying our best to kill the
snake. I ran to the porch to get the shovel, but by that
time our friend had disappeared. It vanished behind a
line of file cabinets in the office.

We haven’t seen hide nor scale of it since. Pardner
keeps trying to reassure me: “It’s long gone, probably
still running back to where it came from.”

Pardner does have an evil streak though. A month
or so after we saw the snake, we had an incredible
amount of rain — 17 inches in three days. Pardner
commented, “If we do have a regular den of rattlers
around or in the house someplace, this rain really ought
to flush them out.”

I thought about that as I was falling asleep. My arm
was hanging over the side of the bed, so I pulled it
back and tucked the covers up real tight.
_____________________________________________________
(It is with regret that the Courier says hasta la vista
to Linda Mussehl’s column with sincere hopes that
it will not be a long separation. Due to a family health
situation, View from the Porch is on hiatus.)

Snake!

Canutillo Independent School District
Public Hearing

Canutillo Independent School District Board of Trustees
has scheduled a Special Board meeting to hold a public
hearing on the site for the new high school. The meeting
will be at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, February 6, at the CISD
Administration Building, 7965 Artcraft Road. For more
information, call 877-7444.

WTCC: 01/31/02
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View from here   by Chris Patterson

El Paso County Housing Authority
Public Hearing

Date: March 20, 2002
Time: 6 p.m.
Place: El Paso County Housing Authority

650 East G Ave.
Fabens, Texas  79838

The purpose of the hearing is to obtain input from the
city residents in reference to the Five-Year Agency Plan
and Annual Plan Submission to be submitted to the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
for fiscal year 2002. Total funds being allocated for
this year are estimated at $121,066 for Operating Funds
and $179,685 for Capital Funds. All residents are
encouraged to attend this hearing. A copy of the
Five-Year Agency Plan and Annual Plan will be avail-
able for review from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. prior to pub-
lic hearing at the address below. Persons can also sub-
mit written comments prior to public hearing to:

Housing Authority of the County of El Paso
650 East G Ave.
Fabens, TX  79838

For further information please call Tomas Rodriguez,
Executive Director, at (915) 764-3559.

Published in the West Texas County Courier on

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EL PASO COUNTY, TEXAS

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND
CONTRACT #721221, MORNING GLORY

& SUNSHINE ACRES

Notice is hereby given of a scheduled public hearing to be
held at 6 p.m. Tuesday, February 5, at the new Lower
Valley Water District office located at 1557 Farm Road
1110, Clint, Texas  79836. Purpose of the meeting is to
hold a final hearing and receive comments on the comple-
tion of the Community Development Fund Water Dis-
tribution Project. Citizens are encouraged to attend this
public hearing and present their views to the County. In-
terested persons who cannot attend or require special as-
sistance are asked to contact Rodrigo Mercado, El Paso
County Community Development Department, El Paso
County Courthouse, 500 E. San Antonio, Suite #313, El
Paso, Texas  79901, (915) 543-3845.
WTCC-01/31/02

Stop-N-Store
Storage Units

10x5 • 10x10 • 10x20
Units from $45 and up

in Horizon City.

852-4900

Lower Valley Water District
Notice of Public Meeting
The Lower Valley Water District will conduct a public
meeting to solicit comments regarding a Conservation &
Drought Contingency Plan.

A public meeting will be held February 04, 2002 at the
Lower Valley Water District Office, 1557 F.M. RD 1110
at 5:00 pm.  Draft copies of the Conservation & Drought
Contingency Plan are available for a fee at the Engineering
Dept. If you require additional information contact Fernando
Sanchez, Water  Superintendent: (915) 852-0046.
WTCC: 01/31/02

HAIR�
SLINGERS�
Hair & Nail Salon�
Hot Wax Removal�

Tanning�
Walk-Ins Welcome�

852-1655�
13899 Horizon Blvd. & Darriington

WHOLESALE 
LUMBER CO.

748 Horizon Blvd.�
Socorro, TX�
859-0212

12298 Alameda�
Clint, TX�
851-2804

206 N. Fabens�
Fabens, TX�

764-3155

Steve Mosher, R.Ph./Owner
1330 Fabens St.  •  Fabens, TX  79838

(915) 764-2739
Inside S & S Big 8 Grocery Store

The Pharmacy That’s
All About You!® 

to check on temperatures. The Soci-
ety also provided a veterinary
checkup, a carrier for the flight and a
ride to the airport. It even fronted the
money for the flight. Miami Herald
staffers chipped in to reimburse the
Humane Society for the airfare.

Once the temperature cooperated,
Shadow boarded Flight 434 for Dal-
las and headed home. Payne’s daugh-
ter met him at the airport and Payne
and Shadow are a family once again.

“This is a terrific example of what
can be achieved when organizations
work together on common goals,”
said Palafox, chairperson of ASAC.
“Together caring entities like these
can develop solutions for virtually
any problem, even one as initially
complicated as Shadow’s.”

Formed in 1999, ASAC leads an
on-going effort to reduce the pet
overpopulation problem in El Paso,
by increasing Animal Control adop-
tions and the number of city and
countywide spays/neuters. Their goal
is to help  Animal Control reach the
point of operating a “no kill of adopt-
able animals” shelter.

For more information about
ASAC, the Humane Society or their
joint animal welfare efforts, call
Patricia Palafox at (915) 833-9430 or
Jennie Van Cleef at (915) 833-6769.

Flight
From Page 1
____________________

Brashears to
bring gospel
concert to
Horizon City
HORIZON CITY — Janice and
Jerrel Brashear have been
providing gospel concerts
since 1972, and through those
years the group expanded to
include their three children.
Now a duo, they still perform
about 270 concerts a year, and
thanks to quality recording
equipment, are backed up with
a full band/full group sound.
One of their concerts will be
at the First Baptist Church in
Horizon City, 17018 Darrington
Rd., on Friday, Feb. 1 at 7 p.m.
The Brashears present an en-
tertaining performance, but
they hope the audience truly
hears the words of their
songs. Though there is no ad-
mission price for the concert,
an offering will be accepted.

In the next few weeks, Gov. Rick
Perry will make a decision that will
drastically affect the quality of edu-
cation in Texas for the next decade
or longer. It is a decision that affects
you whether you are a student, par-
ent, teacher or simply a taxpayer.

The governor’s action — or inac-
tion — will determine if Texas has
an effective public school account-
ability system as new state tests re-
place the current TAAS (Texas As-
sessment of Academic Skills). It is
up to the Governor whether the new
tests take us where we want to go, or
leave us where we have been.

The new TAKS (Texas Assessment
of Knowledge and Skills) tests will
be administered to all Texas students
next school year. Although the devel-
opment of the TAKS is almost com-
plete, the Texas Education Agency
has kept the new tests under wraps,
allowing only hand-picked people

Only Gov. Rick Perry
can prevent bad test
from taking effect

outside the agency to have any voice
in what will be tested or how chal-
lenging the tests will be. The blue-
print for the TAKS shares many of
the flaws of the TAAS.

This raises concern not just be-
cause of repeating the flaws of the
TAAS but because the TAKS is go-
ing to serve an even more important
role in our schools than its predeces-
sor. TAKS will be the primary tool
to raise standards enough to close the
gap between students in Texas and
other states, to close the gap between
high school graduation and college
readiness, and to determine grade-
level promotion of students in el-
ementary and middle school.

Unfortunately, the TAKS is not
designed to meet these goals. The
Texas Education Agency spokes-
woman recently announced, “you’re
not going to see a huge difference”
between the TAAS and TAKS. If this
holds true, then Texas will have
missed its best opportunity to im-
prove public schools.

Dozens of studies by the TEA,
Texas school districts, and indepen-
dent researchers have documented

severe problems with the TAAS test:
it only measures a small part of the
required curriculum thereby limiting
classroom instruction as teachers are
required to “teach to the test”; a ma-
jority of questions are below grade
level; it is less rigorous than tests
found in most other states; almost
half the questions do not even test
academic knowledge; and it is a sta-
tistically inaccurate measure of ac-
tual student knowledge.

However, TEA documents make it
clear TAKS will repeat the mistakes
of the TAAS. Worse, our children
will have to live with these mistakes
for a decade or more.

The TEA dismisses criticisms of
their test design, even though criti-
cisms stem from their own expert
reviewers and by examining the
TAKS test objectives (available on
the TEA website).

An analysis conducted by a na-
tional panel of experts, working un-
der a $162,200 contract with the TEA
itself, found that the new TAKS test
would not meet national and inter-
national standards as required by law,
cover important state curriculum
standards, or even be in line with
those standards.

The Governor and other state lead-
ers should heed the advice these ex-
perts have offered. They recom-
mended that TAKS be more academi-
cally rigorous and grade-specific,
measure more academic knowledge

and less classroom skills, and better
reflect the state curriculum standards.

After all, why have curriculum
standards if our state test doesn’t
measure student mastery of them?
Yet the TEA has dismissed the rea-
sonable suggestion that it test all the
core standards at random over sev-
eral years so that no important sub-
ject matter is ignored.

But won’t a more rigorous state test
lead to a much higher failure rate
among students? Absolutely not. The
failure rate on the test is determined
by the passing standard, the number
of correct answers required to pass
the test. Setting this standard is the
statutory responsibility of the State
Board of Education and has been
adjusted for the TAAS and prior tests.

The bureaucrats at the TEA were
called to task in 1997 when Governor
Bush called the new draft curriculum
standards “mush” and then took con-
trol over the process. Gov. Perry must
assert himself in the same way to save
our children from the same mushy
TEA philosophy that will retard the
academic achievement of millions of
Texas children in the years to come.

And the governor must do it be-
fore it is too late.
____________________________________
(Mrs. Chris Patterson is director of
education research for the Texas
Public Policy Foundation. Her de-
tailed study of the TAKS tests is avail-
able at http://www.tppf.org/.)
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City of Socorro
PUBLIC NOTICE
A PUBLIC HEARING will be held at 6:30 p.m. during
the City Council Meeting of Thursday, February 7, 2002
at City Hall, 124 S. Horizon Blvd., Socorro, Texas. Pur-
pose of the public hearing is to allow any interested per-
son to appear and testify at the hearing regarding the fol-
lowing proposed ordinance(s):

1) Ordinance No. 222, Amendment 1, an ordi-
nance creating an on-call tow truck services pro-
vider list and establishing rules and regulations
thereto within the City of Socorro, Texas;

2) Ordinance No. 228, an ordinance ordering an
election of the qualified voters of the City of
Socorro, Texas on the first Saturday in May being
the 4th day of May, 2002, for the purpose of elect-
ing a Mayor and five Council persons for the City
of Socorro, Texas.

Those that are unable to attend the public hearing may
submit their views to the City of Socorro. Accommoda-
tions for handicapped persons will be available; handi-
capped persons in need of special assistance for attending
the hearings are encouraged to contact the City Secretary
(915) 858-2915, forty-eight (48) hours prior to this meet-
ing. Ordinances are too extensive to print. Copies of ordinances
are posted in City Hall and are available upon request.

TERE RODRIGUEZ
City Secretary

WTCC: 01/31/02

his score would be the rough equiva-
lent of a “no time” but was still de-
termined to get the job done.

Ohl, of Stephenville, Texas earned
$222,026 on the circuit last year, and
is number one on the Jack Daniel’s
World Standings.

Another roper, Brent Lewis of Pi-
non, New Mexico, is 6th on the ros-
ter, earning a mere $146,625. Lewis
made headlines recently defending
the honor of his prize roping horse,
Grumpy.

Grumpy was selected as AQHA
Roping Horse of the Year and some-
body disagreed with his qualifications.

So Lewis entered a major roping
event and won it — riding Grumpy
without a bridle.

He was quoted as saying some-
thing to the effect that you could say
whatever you wanted to about his
roping skills, but you’d better not
bad-mouth his horse.

The El Paso Livestock Show and
Rodeo is a major supporter of area
youth who are up and coming in the
agricultural field, paying out a re-
ported $130,000 for exhibitions and
$30,000 in scholarships.

That’s worthwhile. Who knows
what sprout they are watering.

Maybe El Paso should support the
rodeo a little better — even if this
town isn’t made up of cowboys any-
more. You don’t have wear boots to
enjoy a good rodeo.

Rodeo
From Page 2
____________________

28 years of
experience…I
want to work
for you!

For COUNTY CLERK

El
ec

t

ALARCON
WALDO

• Lifelong El Paso resident
• Son of Jose & Vicki Alarcon
• Married 23 yrs. to Flora Alarcon
• Two children — Melissa & Wally
• Clint High School graduate
• 28 yrs. working in County Clerk’s office
• 16 yrs. as Chief Deputy

PUNCH

168
“My promise to you, the taxpayer, is to continue

serving the citizens of El Paso in a courteous, efficient
and professional manner, moving forward

with technology and automation!”

★ DEMOCRAT ★
Political Ad Paid for by Vicki Alarcon, PO Box 22, Clint, TX

TEXAS — In our continuing his-
torical saga of Texas land settlement,
the Austin settlement project finds
unexpected opposition from Mexico
that threatens to shut it down entirely.

Foreign settlers
in Mexican Texas

The overthrow of the Spanish co-
lonial order in 1821 left independent
Mexico with the immediate chal-
lenge of adopting and instituting a
new system of government, organiz-
ing and funding some semblance of
public administration, rebuilding a
shattered economy, reestablishing
order and reordering the social struc-
ture-all with a depleted treasury and
mounting debt.

The young nation needed skilled
and industrious workers and indi-
viduals with capital and managerial
skills to promote economic growth
and replace the Spaniards who had
left or been expelled. The less popu-
lous northern frontier, in particular,
needed settlers for development and
defense against incursions from for-
eign powers and Indian raids.

Maintaining the reversal of Spain’s
ages-long policy of excluding foreign-
ers in the case of the Austins, Mexico
devised a colonization plan that wel-
comed immigrants and offered them
the incentive of large tracts of govern-
ment land at cheap prices.

This policy held hope but also
brought risk. Settlers, many of them
fleeing creditors, responded to the
generous terms and Mexico benefit-
ted from their industry.

But assimilating the influx of for-
eigners became a problem, especially
in Texas where new legalized colo-
nists from the United States were
added to the hundreds of illegal im-
migrants already squatting on Texas
lands — and they made little effort
to integrate. The local population was
soon overwhelmed.

The Austin settlement is threatened
by unexpected Mexican opposition

History of Texas Public Lands - Part Three
Mexican officials who saw first-

hand the effects of the colonization
policy in Texas, like Col. José Piedras
and Gen. Manuel de Mier y Terán,
foresaw its consequences and de-
spaired of their government’s ineffec-
tual efforts to stem the tide. Mexican
hopes of offsetting American immi-
gration by European and Mexican
settlers proved ill-founded; and the
hopes of gaining the new settlers’
loyalty by making them landowners
with a stake in the nation were di-
minished by, among other factors,
Mexico’s unsettled internal affairs.

But in August of 1821, Gov. Anto-
nio Martinez approved foreign colo-
nization plans by Moses and Stephen
Austin, and, with no doubt that the
higher levels of government would
agree, told Austin to proceed. Believ-
ing he had all necessary approvals,
Austin began arranging for a large
number of settlers, mostly from Loui-
siana and Missouri, to immigrate to
Texas and settle in an area along the
coast between the Lavaca and San
Jacinto Rivers and northwest to the
San Antonio Road. Today, this stretch
of 17 counties reaches from Austin
almost to Houston.

On Oct. 20, 1821, the Mississippi
State Gazette carried an article by
Austin describing Texas, and urging
interested parties to arrive by Febru-
ary so they could get their crops
planted in time for spring.

But not long after this he learned
that Gov. Martinez’ approval had
been overruled and his plan for a
colony had been rejected by the Com-
mandant General of the Eastern In-
terior Provinces.

Gov. Martinez suggested Austin go
to Mexico City in person, rather than
rely on a letter, to try and persuade
the central government to confirm his
contract and Austin reluctantly
agreed to go.

Before Austin left for Mexico City,

about 150 people had already come
to the colony. Conditions that first
year were rough and unstable, and the
settlers were adjusting not just to a
new land but to a new way of life.
Austin’s long absence in Mexico City
only added anxiety about the secu-
rity of their land titles to their larger
worries: floods, mosquitoes, and vio-
lent encounters with Indians. Many
settlers changed locations more than
once in an effort to find a tenable
place to begin their new lives.

In 1822, José Félix Trespalacios,
the new governor, sent the Baron de
Bastrop to the colony to organize the
settlers and reassure them that they
were indeed under the watchful eye
of the Mexican government and that
issuance of land titles awaited only
the completion of a colonization law.
Bastrop was also instructed to have
the settlers take an oath of allegiance
to Mexico and elect an alcalde — an
administrative and judicial officer,
similar to a mayor — and a military
commandant. For judicial purposes,
Trespalacios ordered the area divided
into the Brazos District and the Colo-
rado District, creating the forerunners
of what would later become counties.

Although Bastrop found the set-
tlers, according to his report to the
governor, “...preparing to abandon
[the settlement] and return to the
United States, which some families
had already done,” his assurances
eventually convinced them to remain.
“Great was the joy” of the settlers,
he wrote, to learn of the government’s
protection. Bastrop’s report to the
governor can be found the Archives
of the Texas General Land Office.
_____________________________________
(Part IV will continue next week. The
information contained in this histori-
cal series can be accessed at
www.glo.state.tx.us, and is reprinted
with permission of the Texas General
Land Office.)
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By  Steve Escajeda�
Special to the Courier

King Super Crossword
REALISTIC
RESOLUTIONS
ACROSS
    1 Merman or Mertz
    6 Party hearty
  11 Green bean
  15 “Mohair _”  (’65
song)
  18 Porthos’ pal
  20 Cara or Castle
  21 Limerick’s land
  22 Arafat’s grp.
  23 I resolve to …
  27 Tighten the tent
  28 NASA affirmative
  29 Yes
  30 Actress Zellweger
  31 Nimble
  33 Subject
  37 Geneticist Gregor
  38 I resolve to …
  44 Personify
  45 “Wait _ Dark” (’67
film)
  46 Groan producer
  47 Imported cheese
  51 Unisex garment
  52 Helmet part
  53 Writer Harte
  54 Flock of docs
  55 Kreskin’s letters
  56 Location
  58 Western capital
  59 Worry
  60 Primer pooch
  61 Violinist Isaac
  63 “Crazy” singer
  64 I resolve to …

  71 Scope
  72 Evidence
  73 _ -de-camp
  74 Final
  75 Creature for tam-
ing?
  77 “Roots” writer
  79 Energy
  82 Dug in
  83 Take a gander
  84 Stout
  86 Mosaic bit
  87 Deadly septet
  89 Quiet _ mouse
  90 _ -garde
  91 The Bastille, e.g.
  93 I resolve to …
  97 They’ve dropped a
few bricks
100 Poem
101 Loathe
102 Light metal group?
103 Exist
105 Gazzara or Vereen
106 Enjoy the Alps
109 I resolve to …
117 Laura _ Giacomo
118 Very impressive
119 Like a basket
120 Tree trim
121 Before, to the Bard
122 Late-night name
123 Serengeti sahib
124 Abolitionist author

DOWN
    1 Tombstone lawman
    2 “_ Colors” (’86 hit)

    3 Suspend
    4 Cassowary kin
    5 Mouth piece?
    6 Springfield or
Moranis
    7 Muff
    8 Center of gravity?
    9 Remnant
  10 Maui memento
  11 Goranson of
“Roseanne”
  12 “Dies _”
  13 Russian space sta-
tion
  14 One of the
Jacksons
  15 Shell out
  16 “A Delicate Bal-
ance” playwright
  17 “Psycho” setting
  19 Unctuous
  24 Mr. Ma
  25 Secure a carpet
  26 Thick
  31 “Rob Roy” extra
  32 Third degree?
  33 On edge
  34 Palindromic name
  35 Couple
  36 Out of sorts
  37 _ Carlo
  38 “_ Got Tonight” (’83
hit)
  39 Singer/actor Ed
  40 Recipe abbr.
  41 Destroy
  42 Short race
  43 Tints

  48 “Mack the Knife”
singer
  49 Change for the bet-
ter
  50 Spouses
  52 Reject
  53 “_ Too Late” (’58 hit)
  56 Mini-misunder-
standing
  57 Corn holder
  58 Complaint
  59 Chimney part
  60 Agitated state
  61 Pack the provisions
  62 Terrible age?
  63 “Wild West” show-
man
  64 Wing-dings
  65 Fancy fiddle
  66 “Hedda Gabler”
playwright
  67 Clamor
  68 Expedition
  69 New England cam-
pus
  70 Bakery buy
  75 Poles and Russians
  76 Gardener’s need
  77 Ergo
  78 _ Spumante
  79 Tower town
  80 “The Time Ma-
chine” people
  81 Quaker colonist
  84 Done
  85 Music measures
  86 Buster Brown’s dog
  88 Pry

  90 What a feller needs
  91 Oil source
  92 Squeal
  94 Kind of paint
  95 Neck and neck
  96 Writer Silverstein
  97 En _ (as a group)
  98 Hitching post?
  99 Teatime treat
103 Similar
104 Puerto _
105 _ fide
106 Mediocre
107 Felt certain
108 Presque _, ME
110 Fossey’s friend
111 White House mono-
gram
112 Quarrel
113 _ Marie Saint
114 DC figure
115 “_ the season …”
116 Part of UPI

Answer Page 7

Don’t you just love it when someone, who
is already known as the best at his craft, goes
out and outdoes himself. I mean the times when
he gives a monumental performance above and

beyond what is already expected of him.
Names like Frank Sinatra, Michael Jackson,

Elvis Presley and Wayne Newton immediately
come to mind but there is someone who now
makes them pale in comparison. Someone who
went out and outdid himself in the way that
only he can.

I’ll bet before last week, you thought Mike

Will somebody please get that man a straight jacket?
Tyson couldn’t get any more vulgar than he
had already displayed over the years. Well,
we were all wrong. Tyson has even topped
himself.

At a so-called news conference promoting his
upcoming championship fight with heavyweight
boxing champ Lennox Lewis. Tyson took about
21 seconds to act — well — Tyson-like.

Yes, in the lowest form a pathetic person can,
Tyson has even topped himself.

End of an era
It’s always a sad thing when something good

comes to an end, especially after 21 years. And
in this day and age, not too many things go on
for any real length of time, let alone 21 years.

The football announcing team of Pat
Summerall and John Madden will be doing
their final game together this coming Super
Bowl Sunday in New Orleans.

After two decades as half of the top football
announcing duo in the country, Summerall is
calling it quits. Though he says he still wants
to announce things like golf and tennis, the 71-
year old Summerall says his football announc-
ing days are over.

It’s going to be difficult to find a replace-
ment and a new partner for Madden but word
is that it might be Joe Buck. I saw FOX’s re-
cent coverage of the World Series and I pray it
won’t be.

Not since the days of Cosell, Meredith and
Gifford had we enjoyed a team like this one
and we won’t see another this good for years
to come.

Slashed expectations
Will the real Kordell Stewart please stand

up. After the great season Slash put together I
finally was convinced he had arrived as an NFL
quarterback.

And when it came time to prove it on one of
the world’s largest stages, Kordell failed mis-
erably and the Steelers failed right along with
him.

It was all set, the Steelers and the Rams
would meet for the Super Bowl. The two best
teams in football would meet for the crown,
just like it should be. But Stewart played more
like the 1996-2000 quarterback and not like
the 2001 version.

The Steelers couldn’t run the football last
Sunday so they needed Stewart to step up.

Stewart had a terrible day throwing the foot-
ball and the New England Patriots will now
play in the big game against the Rams. Kordell
will watch at home on his big screen.

They say the big players make the big plays
in the big games. Slash proved that saying true
last Sunday.

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE
ANTHONY

INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Anthony Indepen-
dent School District will
accept sealed bids to
lease/purchase one (1)
new 2003 model school
activity bus. The bids
shall be in the business
office at 610 Sixth Street,
Anthony, Texas  79821,
no later than Feb. 14,
2002 at 10 a.m. MST. En-
velopes must be marked
in lower left hand corner
“Bus Bid.”

Bid specifications may be
obtained at the Adminis-
trative Office at 610 Sixth
Street, Anthony, Texas
79821, (915) 886-6508.

Anthony Independent
School District reserves
the right to accept or re-
ject any or all bids in the
best interest of the An-
thony Independent
School District.
WTCC-01/31-02/07/02
_________________________

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL DISTRICT
Invitation to Respond:

Sealed bids for providing
all labor and materials for
the construction of the
SISD Pre-K-8 Expand-
able School, Bid Pack-
age 10000-177 Toilet
Partitions and Accesso-
ries and 10100-177 Spe-
cialties will be received at
Socorro Independent
School District, 12300
Eastlake Drive, El Paso,
Texas  79927 until 2 p.m.,

local time, Feb. 12, 2002,
at which time the identity
of the respondents will be
publicly read out loud.

Bids shall be addressed
to Socorro Independent
School District; all BIDS
must be sealed and
clearly marked as
follows:

SISD PRE-K-8
EXPANDABLE

• 10000-177 TOILET
PARTITIONS AND
ACCESSORIES

• 10100-177
SPECIALTIES

Bidders may obtain bid
documents by contacting
Sam Corp.:

Sam Corp.
1201 North Mesa, Suite

1
El Paso, Texas  79902
Phone: (915) 534-9181

Fax: (915) 534-9184

Bid deposit is refundable
$200 per set in the form
of a cashier’s check or
certified check payable to
Socorro Independent
School District.

Proposals will be re-
ceived at the Socorro In-
dependent School Dis-
trict Education Center,
Business Services Dept.,
12300 Eastlake Drive
until the specified times.
WTCC-01/31/02
________________________

HELP WANTED

Hair Slingers in Horizon
City is seeking experi-
enced cosmotologist.
Apply in person after 2
p.m. at 13899 Horizon
Blvd., Ste. 4, Horizon

City.
TFN

OFFICE SPACE

Office for lease in Hori-
zon City. Corner of
Darrington and Horizon
Blvd. $350/month. Call
Horizon Properties, 852-
3331.

SELF-HELP
OPPORTUNITIES

Alcoholics Anonymous
Group Paso Del Norte
meets at 8501 Kingsway
in Westway, Monday-
Saturday, 8 p.m. Call
886-4948 for information.

Alcohólicos Anónimos
Grupo Paso Del Norte
sesiones lunes a sabado,
a 8-9 de la tarde, 8501
Kingsway, Westway. 886-
4948 para informacion.

Persons who have a
problem with alcohol are
offered a free source of
help locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous Group 8 de
Enero meets at 15360
Horizon Blvd. in Horizon
City on Mondays through
Saturdays at 8 p.m. Call
859-0484 for information.

Tiene problemas con el
alcohol? Hay una
solucíon. Visitemos.
Alcohólicos Anónimos,
Grupo 8 de Enero, 15360
Horizon Blvd., Horizon
City, sesiones lunes a
sábado a 8 de la tarde.
Informacion: 859-0484.

SERVICES

“Windshield Ding —
Gimme a Ring”

JIFFY

GLASS
REPAIR

Windshield Repair
Specialists

By appt. at your home
or office:

R.V. Dick Harshberger
915-852-9082

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE

REPAIR
Domestic and Foreign

852-3523
1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079

• Heating/cooling
• Electric rooter service
for sewers and drains
• Appliance installation
• Many other plumbing
services
 • 24-hour service
Licensed, bonded and

insured for your
protection.

AL’S PLACE, INC.
Household or Commer-

cial Storage
and Yard Space

Fenced and Lighted
Security System

No Deposit
418 Kenazo, Horizon

City
852-3949

Y&M
AIRCONDITIONING

852-1516 or 726-3768
Licensed & Insured

Commercial/Residential
Healting & Cooling

Refrigerated Air
Heat Pumps
Duct Work
Appliances

VISA & MasterCard
TX Lic.#TACLA021147E

Free Estimates on
New Installations

Classified Ads
First, he took a swing at Lewis that started

an all-out melee any hockey player would
be proud of. By the time order was restored
several people were injured including WBC
president Jose Sulaiman. He was hurt when
he was knocked unconscious after hitting his
head on a table.

Way to go, Mike.
Tyson wasn’t finished though. After things

had settled down, Tyson walked back on the
stage, thrust his fists in the air and proceeded
to, and I won’t even try to speculate why,
grab his crotch.

What’s the deal with the crotch-grabbing,
Mike? I know this is the time of instant-grati-
fication, but c’mon.

Anyway, a reporter who had more guts
than I’ll ever have, immediately yelled “put
him in a straight jacket.”

This time, Iron Mike lost the last few
marbles he had left in his tiny skull.

He went crazy, yelling profanities that
would make George Carlin, Dennis Miller
or anybody on Def Comedy Jam blush.

Tyson pointed at the man, grabbed his
crotch several more times and went on to
make suggestive comments I’m not sure I’m
even allowed to think about while writing
this column.

The regrettable scene was, to put it in a
single word, sad. To put it in several words
it was sad, stupid, insulting, ridiculous, de-
grading, obnoxious, dangerous and typical.

What makes the episode especially dumb
is the fact that Tyson still has to be approved
for a boxing license in Las Vegas before he
can be guaranteed his title fight with Lewis.

This kind of behavior couldn’t have
helped.

And even that’s not the worst of it. It ap-
pears that Tyson will now be the subject of
another rape charge. Police say they have
enough evidence to bring sexual assault
charges on the ex-champ.

EAST MONTANA — A health fair will be open to the public on Saturday, Feb. 2, 9:30
a.m.-2 p.m. at the Clint ISD school-based Kellogg Community Partnership Health Educa-
tion Center, located between East Montana Middle and Mountain View High School, at
14900-B Greg Drive. Eye exams, diabetes screening, family planning, blood pressure check,
immunizations and exercise demonstrations will be offered. Call 747-8585 for information.

East Montana health fair
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OUT ON A LIMB  By Gary Kopervas

GOT A LIFE By Terri Davis

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

Comix

Put us to
work for you.

852-3235

Newspapers work!

By Don Flood
Recently, CNN ran promos for

newscaster Paula Zahn, describing
her as “brilliant, super smart —
and sexy.”

Journalists were horrified, in-
cluding Zahn herself.

Said Zahn in a statement, “I was
offended.”

Fortunately for the future of se-
rious journalism, I’m made of
sterner stuff.

If you want to call me “brilliant,
super smart — and sexy,” you go
right ahead. I can take it.

Of course, some — including
my wife — might ask if I’m able
to live up to the image of sexy jour-
nalist. (They might also question
the “brilliant” and “super smart”
part.)

But as luck would have it, this
week features my Annual Swim-
suit Column — starring me!

(Have you noticed how every
publication, including the Con-
gressional Record and Stamp
News Illustrated, includes a swim-
suit issue this time of year?)

Since there is no photo of me
frolicking on the beach, just imag-
ine me as Brad Pitt as I skillfully
segue into the meat of my column
— the Rite of the Polar Bear.

not especially pleasant.
But my question that day was,

would my son succeed?
Two years ago he attempted his

first polar bear.
He looked like one of those little

shorebirds that scamper back and
forth with the waves.

His time had not yet come.
I blamed myself. Had I, without

realizing it, pushed him to polar
bear too soon?

But I didn’t have time to worry,
as the crowd was already surging
forward into the ocean. (People
don’t tend to spend a lot of time
standing around in their bathing
suits when it’s 30 degrees outside.)

I looked back. I saw my son
splash into the water and — more
importantly — dive under the
waves.

He had done it!
“You have joined the Sacred

Band of Polar Bear Brothers,” I
proudly told my son.

He seemed less than impressed.
“It involved a lot more pain than I
thought.”

Oh yeah, he’ll be back next year.
Maybe I can get Brad and Paula

to join us.
_________________________________________________
(c) 2002 King Features Synd., Inc.

Check out the annual swimsuit column!
To “polar bear” means to jump into

the freezing waters of the ocean, usu-
ally on New Year’s Day.

Your only protection is a bathing
suit — no wet suits allowed.

(Interactive Column Note: For my
role, start imagining Brad Pitt ... now.
Guys may prefer imagining Paula
Zahn, but don’t tell her, because
she’ll be offended.)

This year my son will turn 12. It
was time for him to plunge into man-
hood.

New Year’s Day at the beach was
30 degrees and breezy; the water a
refreshing 36.

The activity itself, I have to admit,
is easily mastered.

It requires, mostly, a willingness to
get cold and wet, and a fierce desire
to do something stupid.

There’s no dramatic “Gladiator”-
style declaration such as, “We who
are about to freeze our (insert body
part of choice here) off, salute you.”

You jump in the ocean, you jump
out — but your head must go under
water.

Diving in is the easy part. The hard
part is drying off.

The feel of cold, wet sand sticking
all over your feet and legs is — I
think I’m allowed to say this under
the Polar Bear Code of Conduct —

Our Professional Real Estate
Agents will make your home
buying or selling experience
more pleasant and less stressful.

Buying vs. Renting? New Home
vs. Resale?  How much home do
we want? Can we qualify? Who
will finance us?  What steps
must we take? What do all these
real estate terms mean?

Home buying and selling can be
confusing. Do you have ques-
tions? We have the  answers!

Call and ask for Scott Fabiano.

From qualifying to move-in
know your next step before you
take it.

WE WILL HELP YOU!
HORIZON PROPERTIES

Buyers & Sellers!
You NEED

Horizon Properties
as Your Agent.

852-3331
1-800-404-8078

SAN ELIZARIO
— The San
Elizario Geneal-
ogy and Histori-
cal Society held
its installation
of new officers
for the year
2002 on Jan. 28,
with Honorable
Judge Patricia
Macias adminis-
tering the oath
of office at
Gabriel Restau-
rant. Shown
from left,
Bernidad Lopez
was installed as the new treasurer; Dan Cedillos as secretary; Rudy
Martinez as vice-president; and Sam Sanchez as the new president.
Outgoing President Transito Macias thanked everyone, including the
50 people in attendance, for the support and growth of the Society
over the past nine years. The group has maintained an active role in
preserving an accurate historical record of San Elizario’s colorful past,
and participates in numerous community events.

New officers installed for San
Elizario Historical Society
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THURSDAY

Bright sunshine,
but cold.

44°▲ ▼

THUR. NIGHT

Clear and very
cold.

FRIDAY

Bright sunshine,
but cold.

48°▲ 26°▼

SATURDAY

Bright and sunny.

54°▲ 32°▼

SUNDAY

Sunny.

58°▲ 34°▼

MONDAY

Brilliant sunshine.

62°▲ 28°▼

TUESDAY

Sunny.

60°▲ 26°▼

WEDNESDAY

Brilliant sunshine.

62°▲ 32°▼

WEATHER AccuWeather .com

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST FOR EL PASO

TEXAS WEATHER TRAVELERS CITIESUV INDEX

REAL FEEL TEMP™

AGRICULTURE

Statistics for noon.

Thursday ............ 5 ............Moderate
Friday ................ 5 ............Moderate
Saturday ............ 5 ............Moderate
Sunday .............. 4 ....................Low
Monday .............. 5 ............Moderate
Tuesday .............. 5 ............Moderate
Wednesday ........ 6 ............Moderate

The higher the UV Index, the greater
the need for eye and skin protection.

Albuquerque 36/16/pc 42/18/s 48/24/pc 52/26/s 54/26/pc
Atlanta 70/50/pc 56/36/c 52/34/s 52/32/pc 54/34/s
Atlantic City 44/44/c 58/30/r 42/24/s 42/24/s 40/22/c
Austin/San Antonio 58/30/pc 54/34/s 50/34/c 58/38/c 60/40/c
Baltimore 49/46/c 56/26/r 42/24/s 42/22/s 42/20/c
Boston 34/32/sn 44/28/r 35/22/s 32/21/s 34/20/c
Chicago 34/22/sn 28/16/pc 34/22/pc 28/16/c 28/20/pc
Dallas/Ft. Worth 48/24/pc 50/30/s 54/34/pc 52/38/pc 56/32/pc
Denver 24/9/pc 40/13/pc 46/19/s 52/21/s 48/19/pc
Flagstaff 30/5/s 38/11/s 41/13/pc 43/16/s 45/11/pc
Houston 64/32/r 58/34/c 58/44/c 58/44/c 62/42/c
Kansas City 26/14/sn 28/18/pc 38/20/s 40/22/pc 40/16/pc
Las Vegas 48/29/s 54/29/pc 56/32/pc 59/39/s 62/31/pc
Miami 82/70/s 82/68/s 78/64/sh 78/62/c 76/62/c
Minneapolis 16/8/c 20/8/pc 25/12/c 27/16/pc 26/10/pc
New Orleans 72/48/r 58/40/c 56/40/pc 60/44/s 60/44/s
New York City 38/38/c 54/26/r 38/26/s 40/26/s 38/22/c
Philadelphia 44/44/c 56/26/r 40/24/s 42/24/s 40/20/c
Phoenix 56/36/s 62/40/s 68/42/s 68/44/s 70/46/s
Portland 46/36/r 48/36/pc 48/38/sh 47/36/c 47/40/r
San Francisco 54/40/s 56/42/c 55/43/c 55/44/c 56/40/c
Seattle 44/36/r 46/36/pc 48/38/sh 47/37/c 47/43/r
Tucson 50/28/s 62/34/s 66/36/s 66/36/s 68/38/s
Washington, DC 50/46/c 58/30/r 42/26/s 44/26/s 44/24/c

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Thur. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

Dry weather is expected through the period beginning Thursday. It will start rather cold as chilly high pressure remains over the
region but milder weather quickly returns. There will be between 6 and 9 hours of sunshine daily with good drying conditions.

Weather (W): s -sunny, pc -partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh -showers, t-thunderstorms,
r-rain, sf -snow flurries, sn -snow, i-ice.

Thursday .................................... 46°
Friday .......................................... 38°
Saturday ...................................... 56°
Sunday ........................................ 60°
Monday ........................................ 58°
Tuesday ...................................... 54°
Wednesday ................................ 60°

A composite of the effects of temperature, wind,
humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precip-
itation, and elevation on the human body.

Shown is Thursday's
weather.
Temperatures are
Thursday's highs and
Thursday night's lows.

All maps, forecasts and data provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2002

Anthony 44 20

Canutillo 45 21

Fabens 43 21

Clint 43 21

E. Montana 44 20

Socorro 43 19

Horizon 45 21

San Elizario 42 18

Tornillo 43 21

Vinton 45 21
El Paso
44/20

Santa Fe
33/9

Albuquerque
36/16

Alamogordo
42/14

Las Cruces
43/17

Deming
44/17 Carlsbad

47/19

Amarillo
36/14

Lubbock
36/18

Alpine
46/18

Odessa
49/21

Lajitas
50/21

Ruidoso
34/15

Cloudcroft
26/-3

Ciudad
Juárez
46/20

20°

Mexico

the PSF, which earns money for
Texas public school students from
kindergarten through the 12th
grade. The PSF has about $20 bil-
lion in assets, and about $700
million of income generated by
the PSF went to Texas public
schools last year.

■ The Americas Cup 2002 Cheer
and Dance Competition will kick
off at Americas High School on
Friday, Feb. 22 and Saturday, Feb.

23, in the Blazer Gym. Dance com-
petition will be Friday at 6:30 and
the cheer competition will be on Sat-
urday, at 1 p.m. Deadline to submit
entry forms is Friday, Feb. 15. The
Dance competition will have nine
divisions, based on grade level and
style of dance. The Cheer competi-
tion will have seven divisions each
for the non-mount and mount cat-
egories, based on grade levels. Con-
tact Miyesser K. Collins, Americas
Student Activities Director for fur-
ther information.

■ The Clint High School Band
will host an Enchilada Dinner on
Saturday, Feb. 2, 5-7:30 p.m. in the

Clint High School cafeteria. Price
is $5 per plate, to be eaten in or
taken out. Tickets can be bought
from any band student or at the
door.

■ The place is going to the dogs
— a private park of 8,000 square
feet, fenced with grass, trees, ca-
nine agility equipment, shade and
sunshine. It’s open to the public
and their pets at no cost. The Val-
ley Feed Pet’s Barn Dog Park is
open weekdays from 9 a.m. to 8
p.m., Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 7
p.m. and Sundays from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Periodic weekend agility
demonstrations are slated — call

849-0653 and ask for Steve
Vandagriff for information on the
next planned event. The park is at
1790 Zaragosa, just south of the
Wal-Mart SuperCenter. Leashes
are optional depending on indi-
vidual pet’s behavior and “ability
to get along with others” —  and
owners are asked to “please pickup
after their pets.”

■ The Trans-Pecos Counseling
Association will meet at the
Rancher’s Grill, 7597 N. Mesa, on
Feb. 13 at 5:30 p.m. The meeting
is open to all school counselors,
mental health professionals and
graduate-level counseling stu-

Briefs
From Page 1
____________________

dents. Annalee Frizell will be
guest speaker. For information
call Charlie Guerra, TPCA presi-
dent, at 872-3904.

■ The International Coin Club of
El Paso will present the 39th An-
nual Coin Show on Feb. 15-17 at
the Vista Del Sol Conference
Center, 11189 Rojas, with over 50
coin and stamp dealers expected
from eight states. The event runs
1-7 p.m. on the 15th; 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. on the 16th; and 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. on the 17th. Admission is
free. For information on local
twice monthly meetings of the
Club call 533-6001.


