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Look at cows and remember that the
greatest scientists on earth have never
discovered how to convert grass into milk.

— Quips and Quotes
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SOCORRO — Finding an affordable, decent
and safe place to live for senior citizens will soon
be easier in Socorro, Texas. The City of Socorro
and Tierra del Sol Housing Corporation broke
ground on the Missions Senior Community.

This project will be Socorro’s first 40-unit
facility for senior citizens.

“The HUD Section 202 Elderly Project ap-
plication process was initiated six years ago,”
said Amado Padilla, mayor for the City of
Socorro. “We were so excited when we re-
ceived notification from HUD that the appli-
cation was approved for funding.”

Rose Garcia, Tierra Del Sol’s executive di-
rector, conducted a ground breaking ceremony
on March 1 at 10560 North Loop.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development provided a capital advance
of $2,349,300, with a five-year rental subsidy
of $508,000. All housing units will be avail-
able for occupancy by over-40 persons. A very
low-income elderly person’s payment is typi-
cally 30 percent of the person’s total monthly
income under the program.

Each of the 40 units will have one bedroom,
have 540 square feet of living space, and a
1,110 square-foot community room is included
in the complex.

City of Socorro breaks ground on senior community

— Photo by Rosie Torres

BREAKING GROUND FOR SENIORS — Left to rignt, Rose Garcia, Delia Ponce, Corinne
Vonberg, Mayor Padilla, Jose Serna, Tere Rodriguez, Terry Carrasco

EL PASO COUNTY — Top-
level changes have taken place in
two El Paso area school districts.

Dr. Donna Smith resigned Fri-
day, March 1 as super-
intendent of the Tor-
nillo Independent
School District and on
Monday, March 4, she
began a new job as
school finance spe-
cialist with the Region
19 Education Service
Center.

Vicki Davis retired
Feb. 21 as assistant su-
perintendent for stu-
dent performance in
the Canutillo Indepen-
dent School District.

A third major change nearly
happened recently in a third area
school district. Mike Quatrini,
superintendent of the San Elizario
ISD, finished second in a bid for
the head administrator’s position
in the Laredo United Independent
School District.

“The opportunity presented it-
self to me,” said Smith who came
to the Tornillo district three years

Major shifts taking place in upper
level administration in several El
Paso County school districts

SOCORRO — About t months
ago, at the Jan. 17, members of the
Socorro City Council elected to not
seek an ordinance to regulate All-
Terrain Vehicles (ATVs), due to the
fact that the City already enforces
Chapter 663 of the State Code
which addresses the ATV operation.

However, after considerable
outcry from several concerned
Socorro residents, Council found
it necessary to revisit the issue and
chose to go forward on creating
an ATV ordinance.

On March 7, 2002, at the regu-
larly scheduled meeting, Council
held a public hearing on the ordi-
nance regulating the use and op-
eration of ATVs.

Several Socorro resident were
on hand to voice their opinion that
an ordinance would send a strong
message to the operators of ATVs
that the City of Socorro will not
tolerate any violators and that City
should fully aggressively enforce
the ordinance.

After the public hearing was
closed, Council unanimously ap-
proved the second reading of the
ordinance. A complete description
of the ordinance is available at the

By Arleen Beard�
Special to the CourierBy Don Woodyard�

Courier Staff Writer

Socorro establishes
ATV ordinance afterall

ago. Taking over on an interim
basis as Tornillo’s superintendent
is Jane Anglin, Tornillo Middle
School principal, Smith added. A
job search is under way to find a
permanent replacement.

“I loved Tornillo; I loved the
kids,” she adds. “The staff was

great also.”
Smith, who has

served as a business
manager in a school
district during her
23-year educational
career, will be pro-
viding financial ex-
pertise to all school
districts in Region
19.

“I wish Tornillo
the best,” Dr. Smith
said.

Vicki Davis drew
high praise from her

superintendent Charles Hart and
assistant superintendent Dr. John
Kessinger.

“She did an outstanding job.
She was a good administrator and
a good friend,” said Hart. “I will
miss her terribly.” He recalls that
she was hired by school district on
the same day as he was in August

Socorro City Hall.
In other business, the Socorro

Council officially recognized all
Charter Commission members for
their diligence in the creation and
design of the City Charter that is
now in place. Mayor Amado
Padilla, along with all City Rep-
resentatives, thanked each mem-
ber and presented each in atten-
dance with a Certificate of Appre-
ciation for their hard work.

Margie Perez, Project collabo-
rator for Paradise Park, presented
some Certificates of Appreciation
to businesses, organizations and
individuals who have contributed
to the its development.

Perez stated that Phase I of the
project is complete and work has
begin on Phase II which includes
working on some handball courts
and fiberglass tables.

During their monthly reports,
Mayor Padilla informed everyone
present of his continuation of
working with TXDOT and that
they are currently working on wid-
ening Horizon Blvd.  He also con-
tinues to urge the people of
Socorro, Texas to use the public
transportation that is now fully
operational in the city.  He has
noticed that some buses operating
in the city have been empty and
expressed his concern.

EL PASO COUNTY — Nine days of more
than 85 events attended by 20,000 people,
marked by mariachi merriment — it is the re-
turn of the 3rd Annual El Paso Heritage Week
Festival, a community-wide event April 27 to
May 5, 2002, touting the city’s unique charac-

3rd Annual El Paso Heritage Week Festival brings nine days of special events April 27-May 5
By Michelle J. Brown�
Special to the Courier

cording to organizers.
With more than a 1,000 volunteers and sup-

porters from businesses, civic groups and pub-
lic institutions, the Heritage Festival is one of
the largest consecutive-day events in El Paso.

“Of all the major festivals throughout the
year, Heritage is the one event that excels in
representing (our) diverse elements,” said

See FESTIVAL, Page 3

ter, culture and history.
“The El Paso Heritage Festival is a celebra-

tion of what makes our community so special,”
said Suzanne Dipp, executive director of the
non-profit El Paso Heritage Week organization.
“It’s a prime example of how diversity weaves
itself to create a beautiful tapestry.”

The border dynamic of two countries — a
western civilization and a developing nation
— fosters unique effects on a community, ac-

Vicki Davis

See CHANGES, Page 3

Emergency meetings
A series of public meetings to get public
input on the strategic plan on emergency
medical and trauma services in Texas will
be held in six cities this month, sponsored
by the Texas Dept. of Health, which regu-
lates EMS systems and personnel in Texas,
and by the Governor’s EMS and Trauma
Advisory Council. The plan, to cover the
next decade, will be presented to the 78th
Texas Legislature. In El Paso, the meet-
ing will be held 9 a.m. to noon on Thurs-
day, March 21, at the El Paso Community
College Valle Campus Cafeteria Annex,
919 Hunter in El Paso.

SHS tops NJROTC
Socorro High School Navy Junior ROTC
was judged best among 14 units of all ser-
vices from El Paso, Las Cruces and Albu-
querque during the Esmerelda Gonzalez
Memorial JROTC Drill Meet sponsored
by the Gadsden High School unit on Feb.
9. Socorro won first in numerous catego-
ries, with Cadet Lt. Commander Josh
Dominguez sweeping the awards with
Best Armed Drill Team Commander. A
total of 15 trophies were awarded to
Socorro High NJROTC.

In other news
■ Homestead Municipal Utility District
in East Montana will undergo some ad-
ministrative changes following the resig-
nation of General Manager Loren
Timmerman who has accepted other em-
ployment as of March 19. The East Mon-
tana community is currently provided
water service by the El Paso Water Utili-
ties Public Service Board (PSB) with
HMUD serving as administrative and
maintenance operative.

■ Canutillo Independent School District
will hold a community meeting to allow
input from district residents for the educa-
tional specifications of the new high school,
from 6 to 9 p.m., Thursday, March 14, at
Damian Elementary School, 6300 Strahan
Road. Architectural consultants for the new
high school and school officials will be on
hand to facilitate the discussion. For more
information, call 877-7476.

■ The Horizon City Lions Club is plan-
ning a “roaring party” with the 35th Anni-
versary Celebration on March 23 at the Oz
Glaze Senior Center, 13969 Veny Webb.
Social hour will begin at 6:30 p.m., din-
ner at 7 p.m. Landis Curlee will be Mas-
ter of Ceremonies. Featured speaker will
be Lion Frances Cherry from the Texas
Lions Camp for Disabled Children. New
members will be installed. Reservations
for the dinner should be made by March
19 by calling Charles Moneypenny at 852-
3372 or Don Chittenden at 852-1988.

■ The public is invited to the dress re-
hearsal of the El Paso Sungold Chorus
(Sweet Adelines), Monday, April 8, at 7:30
p.m. at the Vinton Fire Station. The show
chorus will perform the songs from their
upcoming competition in Phoenix on April

See BRIEFS, Page 5
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Reyes Reports By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

It was my
good fortune

to be born in America.
It has been the equal good fortune

of many hundreds of thousands of
others to immigrate here from other
countries.

We’re all just Americans.
So why all this hoopla about the

“Hispanic vote” and the “African-
American vote” and — get this —
the “Basque vote.”

This is a really big deal in Idaho.
According to Reuters news agency

this week, the Idaho House of Rep-
resentatives has voted to take upon
itself the responsibility to send “an
international message in support of
Basque self-determination” — a
resolution calling for an end to vio-
lence in the Basque region which is
currently a part of Spain, and for
Spain and France to start talks with
the “Basque Autonomous Govern-
ment.”

And why is the internal workings
of Spain and France any business of
the state government of Idaho?

Well, because there are about
20,000 people of Basque origin in
Idaho. According to the Idaho States-
man, the Basques “have become a
powerful minority…integrated into
all levels of business, government
and civic service.”

That’s OK. I come from Crowflat,
New Mexico, and am fully integrated
into the workings of El Paso County,
Texas. I work side by each with folks
from numerous other parts of the
country and the world. That sure
doesn’t mean that I expect Horizon
City to do anything about problems
that may or may not arise back in the
area where I grew up.

My question is: Why do people
come to America then try to turn it

Just an
American

into wherever it was they came from?
If they came to America for a new

life, why don’t they get on with liv-
ing it?

Why can’t they ask not what the
America can do for them, but what
they can do for America?

A house divided cannot stand and
if we don’t get this special interest
thing under control, the “United”
States of America won’t be for much
longer.

Thankfully, the U.S. State Depart-
ment agrees with me. They sent a
reminder to Idaho that it is the busi-
ness of the nationally elected govern-
ment to formulate U.S. foreign
policy, but I wonder how many of
those who formulated the Idaho reso-
lution will understand or accept that.

It has been only one-half of a year
since we watched in horror as  the
mighty Twin Towers in New York
City fell and the heart of our nation’s
capitol was in flames from foreign
attack.

Or don’t we remember that?
The massive wave of American

flags is past, at least here on the bor-
der. There are still a few, flying in the
dusty spring wind. But today, during
the Democratic Primary election, the
talk is about how the Hispanic popu-
lation is finally wielding new voting
clout and how it is high time that a
“Hispanic receive the Democratic
nomination for governor.”

I love the Mexican language, the
Mexican culture. But, frankly, I
couldn’t care less if the nominee is
green and immigrated from Mars, as
long as his character is solid and he
has the capacity to rise above special
interest and to fairly address the
needs of all his constituency.

If he can understand that we’re all
just Americans.

Our country’s history is estab-
lished upon the principles of free-
dom, equality and opportunity.

Millions of immigrants come
here seeking a better life, and as Americans we need to
embrace the important contribution these immigrants
make to our country.

Some of our current immigration laws erode the prin-
ciples of American heritage, and Congress is being called
upon to restore a balance of fairness in immigration.

I am co-sponsoring the Restoration of Fairness in Im-
migration Act of 2002 because immigration laws — in-
cluding 1996 reforms — separate families and unfairly
punish immigrants.

For years, I demanded changes to the 1996 immigra-
tion reforms. People are denied their day in court while
families are ripped apart.

As President Bush and President Fox move ahead
with new immigration reform proposals, we must not
forget to fix the many problems associated with the
1996 Immigration Reform law that actually impede

Let’s support the Restoration of
Fairness in Immigration Act of 2002

legal immigration.
We must restore the right to a hearing before an immi-

gration court, and we must allow asylum cases to be heard
by an immigration judge.

Current law that retroactively allows deportation of
legal residents for minor offenses should be repealed.

Immigration judges must have the discretion to grant
relief from removal to long-time permanent residents
who have committed minor offenses.

The Restoration of Fairness in Immigration Act of
2002 will restore the much needed discretion.

As our nation rethinks its immigration policy, we
should focus on family reunification by rejoining
spouses, young children and others with their
families. Keeping families together by restoring section
245(i) will greatly aid immigrants to adjust their status
without having to leave the country.

It is my hope that the Bush Administration will sup-
port legislation that makes a difference in the lives of
Hispanic families across the nation. Immigrants should
not be singled out for discrimination.

There’s an interesting illustration
of national division going on in Swe-
den. Ladonia is a tiny plot of land,
about half-mile square, in southern
Sweden — but it has claimed a na-
tionality exists only on the internet
and in the mind of artist Lars Vilks,
who made it up. See, he was unhappy

because the Swedish authorities took
down a couple of his works of art in
Skne, Sweden.

But his protest has taken on a new,
almost tragic slant. More than 3,000
Pakistanis, seeking to flee the turmoil
in their homeland, are begging him
for citizenship and refuge.

Vilks temporarily shut down his
web site after the initial response, but
said he intends to re-open it, “with a
text warning people that we cannot
provide jobs or housing.”

Unlike this beautiful nation of ours,
this United State of America, where
I am so fortunate to live.
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Eye on D.C.  By U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla

A wise man once wrote, “Good health and good sense
are two of life’s great blessings.” I’ve always appreci-
ated this quote. It speaks the truth. Who hasn’t given
thanks for their good health? Who hasn’t appreciated
the health of their family and friends? Good health is a
true blessing.

But this quote speaks to me on a second level. It re-
minds me that with good health also goes good sense.
For far too long, our political leaders have drowned in
the details of health care. They prefer swimming in con-
fusion and focusing on the negative or problematic. It’s
time for a change. It’s time to bring common-sense back
to our nation’s health system.

We’re lucky to have a leader at our helm who wants to
make sense of our nation’s health care. President Bush
is making real progress. He’s working diligently with
Congress to ensure every American has access to afford-
able health care that meets their needs. We’re working
together to make prescription drug coverage available
to all seniors. We’re also working with the Administra-
tion to pass a Patients’ Bill of Rights that will leave medi-
cal decisions in the hands of physicians, instead of in-
surance companies. These are real changes that will af-
fect real people throughout our nation.

But health care doesn’t stop at the national level. The
heart of health care is right here, where working people
are trying to make a living and keep their families strong,
healthy and prosperous. I’m thankful for the support the
23rd district has given me over the last decade. We’ve
made some real progress and important changes. And it
shows.

Over the last three months, I’ve made several trips
throughout our district to applaud new health initiatives.
In January I was in Laredo for the opening of the Gate-
way Community Health Center. I was gratified to help
secure funding for the center. And I was proud to have
the building named in my honor. It’s a day I’ll never
forget. Things didn’t slow down in February. Shortly after
the Gateway opening, I traveled to West Texas to recog-
nize the Rocksprings Senior Nutrition Center. I presented
awards to four amazing men and women for their dedi-
cation and commitment to this important center. My next
stop was Eagle Pass, where I met with the local VFW.
We had a frank and insightful discussion about how to
improve veterans’ health care. We applauded the ad-
vances already made and started making plans for fu-
ture improvements. Finally, just last week, I was back in
Laredo for another opening ceremony. This time, I was
on-hand to open the new ambulatory care center at Mercy

The heart of health care
Hospital. It’s an amazing new cen-
ter and will help make some real
progress in the community.

It’s been a whirl-wind couple of
months for health care in the 23rd
district. It’s always rewarding to
see hard work and dedication pay-off. These four events
— in just three months time — is living proof that we’re
making great strides. We’re improving health care where
it needs improvements most: right here, on the home
base.

But the work doesn’t stop there. We have ambitious
projects and serious goals lined up for the coming year.

I plan to continue my work with President Bush. We
will promote a health care system that puts the needs of
patients first. I will also use my position on the Appro-
priations Committee to secure funding for health related
research. We’re so close to finding so many cures. Dia-
betes, Alzheimer’s disease and cancer are just steps from
major advances. With dedication and proper funding, we
can improve prevention, detection and treatment of these
deadly diseases.

I’ll also do my part to solve our district’s current nurs-
ing shortage. Many of the small communities through-
out my district are plagued by the inability to attract qual-
ity health professionals. I will continue my work to en-
sure that communities receive the funding for research
and healthcare developments that they need.

Of course, many of you know that community health
centers are very close to my heart. Too often in poor and
rural regions of Texas, parents and children are forced
to go without proper health care. Whether it’s because
the only doctor is too far away or is too expensive, re-
ceiving proper medical care is just not available for some
folks. Community health centers fill a critical role in
health care. I will continue my commitment to improv-
ing and advancing this important piece of our nation’s
health.

Representing such a large and diverse district has given
me insight into the many health care needs confronting
our communities. You and I have a long history together.
We’ve walked together down the path of improved health
care. I look forward to building on that path. I look for-
ward to our continued walk. And most importantly, I look
forward to creating the very best health care available.
We’ve seen great advances, but there are even more in
our future.

Thank you for your support and I look forward to our
continued success.

WHOLESALE 
LUMBER CO.

748 Horizon Blvd.�
Socorro, TX�
859-0212

12298 Alameda�
Clint, TX�
851-2804

206 N. Fabens�
Fabens, TX�

764-3155

March Specials �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

HAIR SLINGERS • 852-1655�
A Full Service Salon�

Walk-In or by Appointment�
13899 Horizon Blvd. & Darriington

Men's Cut ............. $  6 �
Facial & Manicure.. $20 �
Cut & Style ........... $10

Festival
From Page 1
____________________

Charles Meeks, director of the El
Paso Convention and Visitors Bureau
(CVB), which helped forge the origi-
nal festival three years ago to pro-
mote tourism and economic impact.

Initially called Heritage Tourism
Week, the festival was the brainchild
of the El Paso CVB Marketing Com-
mittee. Developed to unite El
Pasoans in expression of their human
diversity, the festival focuses on
showcasing, preserving and promot-
ing the El Paso community’s rich his-
torical, artistic and cultural heritage.

Whenever possible, celebrations
directly relate to significant facts or
events. For example, the First
Thanksgiving was celebrated in El
Paso 23 years prior to Plymouth Rock
while the Cinco de Mayo Festival
marks Mexico’s liberation from
Spain. By commencing Heritage
Week Festival with the anniversary
of the First Thanksgiving and con-
cluding with Cinco de Mayo, all the
Week’s events receive well deserved
prominence and importance.

“We want to make residents aware
of their assets in such a way that they
will be proud and promote El Paso
to their contacts worldwide,” agreed
Peggy Boone, assistant director of the
CVB and person in charge of CVB
marketing and advertising.

“El Pasoans themselves need to be
our biggest cheerleaders and fans.”

Although events will take place
throughout the city, the downtown
area will host the majority of events.

“Since so much of the history of
El Paso took place in downtown, the

heart of the city is a wonderful place
to promote our rich heritage,” ex-
plained Dipp, noting how Heritage
Week events also work to support
downtown revitalization efforts.

“Not since the alligators left their
permanent home of San Jacinto Plaza
over 20 years ago has El Paso seen
so many people downtown,” said El
Paso historian and author Leon Metz.

Highlights include the Heritage
Low-rider Parade, the Union Plaza
Road Race Criterium, historical re-
enactments, walking tours, trolley
tours, and live alligators once again
in San Jacinto Plaza.

Almost all events are free for the
entire family.

To pull off the annual extrava-
ganza, partnerships were forged with
local government in providing ser-
vices, facilities, and events. El Paso
City Department of Parks and Rec-
reation, El Paso Zoo, El Paso Mu-
seum of Art, El Paso Police Depart-
ment, Sun Metro, El Paso Museum
of History, Wilderness Park Museum,
El Paso Downtown Library, the El
Paso Sheriff’s Department and Keep
El Paso Beautiful are a few of Heri-
tage Week’s supporters..

“El Paso has so many exceptional
characteristics to boast about,” said
Meeks. “Our significant 400-year-old
history remains unsurpassed any-
where in the United States, plus we
have dynamic art, a melding of cul-
tures on the largest international
borderplex, natural beauty, and a
major interstate running through the
city. These are all formulas for suc-
cess in promoting El Paso.”

For more information about El
Paso or the 3rd Annual Heritage
Week Festival, call Charles Meeks at
the CVB at (915) 534-0695.

of 1995.
Hart said Davis had told him one

day that it was  simply time for her
to retire.

“She is a dynamite lady. She was
very good at what she did,” added
Kessinger. “I wish her well in retire-
ment.”

Dr. Pam Padilla, special projects
director for the district, is taking over
Davis’ duties until a permanent re-
placement can be found. Kessinger
said it is hoped the district will have
a successor by April.

Hart, who declined to go into de-

tail, said his selection in 2001 as
Texas Superintendent of the Year has
made him a very viable candidate and
the subject of feelers from some state
school districts looking to fill vacant
superintendent slots.

Quatrini, who came to San Elizario
in July of 1996, says he will be “very
selective” about any new career op-
portunities that will allow afford him
a chance to move up to a larger
school district.

“I am very comfortable here right
now,” pointed out Quatrini who
added that he is “not actively search-
ing” for a new job at this time.

School board president Antonio
Araujo says things are “going fine”
with Quatrini and that the board has a
good working relationship with him.

Changes
From Page 1
____________________
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Classified Ads
LEGAL

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL DISTRICT
Invitation to Bid/

Respond:

Sealed bids/proposals/
CSP to furnish the District
with the following prod-
ucts and/or services ac-
cepted at the following
times:

FORK LIFT, CSP
NO.199-0319-0235

TUESDAY,
MARCH 19, 2002,

2:30 P.M.

Proposals will be re-
ceived at Business Ser-
vices Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, until the
specified times. Detailed
specifications are avail-
able from the above of-

fice between 8 a.m. and
4 p.m. Mondays through
Fridays.
WTCC-3/14/02
________________________

As per Article V, Sec.
5.05(a), all owners and
lienholders have ten (10)
days from this date to re-
claim their vehicles at
Southwest Wrecker,
1401 Darrington Rd.,
855-1900, 851-2091-fax,
or it will be sold at public
auction for charges:
VIN -
IMEBP95FUD2635I00I,
1983 Ford Mercury, gold,
CHIH - 1475AH3
VIN -
IFAPP37X2JKI72542,
Ford Tempo, white, NM -
CSG064
WTCC-3/14/02
________________________

BARGAINS

FOR SALE: Used razor
ribbon and barbed wire.
Make offer. Also chain
link gates. 852-4282.

HELP WANTED

TOWN OF CLINT
CLINT, TEXAS

Part-time position avail-
able in the maintenance
department. Must have
experience in various
general repair fields. Bi-
lingual preferred. Apply
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5
p.m. at 200 N. San
Elizario Rd.
WTCC-3/14/02
________________________

MOBILE HOMES

MOBILE HOME FOR
SALE: 181 Sahauro, al-
most 2,000 sq. ft. Two
additions on each side.
Three bedrooms, plus a

fourth room with no
closet. Living room, din-
ing room, kitchen in an
open area. Bright and
spacious. Owner will fi-
nance with 15 percent
down. Payments will be
under $500. Selling as is.
Please contact The Firm
for appointment. 594-
7855.

REAL ESTATE

LOTS WITH UTILITIES
Horizon area. Close to
schools. Five minutes to
grocery, bank, gas, bak-
ery, deli and other ameni-
ties. One-quarter to one
acre. Financing avail-
able. 852-3069
2/28-4/18

THREE BEDROOM, 2
bath, 2-car garage,
15344 Northport Crt. in
Horizon City. Fully reno-

vated, has appliances.
Call 590-2975.
TFN

RENTALS
RESIDENTIAL

TWO BEDROOM
townhomes for rent on
golf course in Horizon
City. $550 and $595. Call
852-3396 after 5 p.m
3/21

SELF-HELP
OPPORTUNITIES

Alcoholics Anonymous
Group Paso Del Norte
meets at 8501 Kingsway
in Westway, Monday-
Saturday, 8 p.m. Call
886-4948 for information.

Alcohólicos Anónimos
Grupo Paso Del Norte
sesiones lunes a sabado,

a 8-9 de la tarde, 8501
Kingsway, Westway. 886-
4948 para informacion.

Persons who have a
problem with alcohol are
offered a free source of
help locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous Group 8 de
Enero meets at 15360
Horizon Blvd. in Horizon
City on Mondays through
Saturdays at 8 p.m. Call
859-0484 for information.

Tiene problemas con el
alcohol? Hay una
solucíon. Visitemos.
Alcohólicos Anónimos,
Grupo 8 de Enero, 15360
Horizon Blvd., Horizon
City, sesiones lunes a
sábado a 8 de la tarde.
Informacion: 859-0484.

SERVICES

“Windshield Ding —

Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY

GLASS
REPAIR

Windshield Repair
Specialists

By appt. at your home
or office:

R.V. Dick Harshberger
915-852-9082

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE

REPAIR
Domestic and Foreign

852-3523
1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079

• Electric rooter service
for sewers and drains
• Appliance installation
• Many other plumbing
services
Licensed, bonded and

insured for your
protection.

AL’S PLACE, INC.
Household or Commer-

cial Storage
and Yard Space

Fenced and Lighted
Security System

No Deposit
418 Kenazo, Horizon

City
852-3949

Y&M
AIRCONDITIONING

852-1516 or 726-3768
Licensed & Insured

Commercial/Residential
Healting & Cooling

Refrigerated Air
Heat Pumps
Duct Work
Appliances

VISA & MasterCard
TX Lic.#TACLA021147E

Free Estimates on
New Installations

Our Professional Real Estate
Agents will make your home
buying or selling experience
more pleasant and less stressful.

Buying vs. Renting? New Home
vs. Resale?  How much home do
we want? Can we qualify? Who
will finance us?  What steps
must we take? What do all these
real estate terms mean?

Home buying and selling can be
confusing. Do you have ques-
tions? We have the  answers!

Call and ask for Scott Fabiano.

From qualifying to move-in
know your next step before you
take it.

WE WILL HELP YOU!
HORIZON PROPERTIES

Buyers & Sellers!
You NEED

Horizon Properties
as Your Agent.

852-3331
1-800-404-8078

TEXAS — Mexico was becoming
more concerned — and more strict
— with its North American immi-
grants as this series on Texas public
lands continue. Though Austin was
still the topped the standard or de-
velopment, other empresario grants
were underway and they figured
strongly in Texas’ legacy.

The Irish colony of John
McMullen and James McGloin was
founded in 1828 with San Patricio as
its leading settlement. Although the
contract called for 200 families, only
84 titles had been issued when the
Texas Revolution began. The Mexi-
can army captured most of the colo-
nists during the Revolution but re-

Irish, other empresarios make mark in Texas
History of Texas Public Lands - Part Nine leased them after the Battle of San

Jacinto. The colonists returned home,
and their land titles were later recog-
nized by the Republic of Texas.

Irishmen James Power and James
Hewetson received special permis-
sion in 1828 to settle 200 Irish and
Mexican families within the 10-
league coastal reserve. Refugio was
established as the capital of the
colony. Unfortunately, conflicts over
boundary lines arose with the neigh-
boring de León and McMullen-
McGloin colonies. A cholera epi-
demic swept through the settlers that
Powers brought from Ireland, killing
many of them. Although 200 titles
were eventually issued in the Power-
Hewetson colony, many of these
were issued to single men rather than
families.

Sterling C. Robertson was the suc-
cessor to the Nashville Company,
which had a contract to settle 800
families west of the Brazos. This
grant was second in size only to its
neighboring Austin Colony. After a
conflict in 1834 between Robertson
and Austin, who had also secured a
contract to the area, the governor of
Coahuila and Texas confirmed
Robertson’s claim. He was made
empresario, and the colony became
known as the Robertson Colony. By
the time the government returned the
land to Austin in 1835, Robertson had

settled 600 families. He eventually
obtained his premium lands from the
Republic of Texas.

Lorenzo de Zavala, David G. Bur-
net and Joseph Vehlein obtained con-
tracts to settle colonists on the bor-
der east of Texas, but they later sold
their contracts to the Galveston Bay
and Texas Land Company. This New
York-based company didn’t actually
own the land; it sold land scrip —
which proved worthless because it
was only a permit to settle.

In December 1830, the company
sent a boat carrying emigrants from
New York to Texas. But by then
Mexico had cracked down on settle-
ment policy and suspended immigra-
tion from the U.S. Mexican officials
refused to allow the colonists to lo-
cate land. They did permit the colo-
nists to disembark and build huts
along the Trinity River for winter
quarters. Nevertheless, the Galveston
Bay and Texas Land Company con-
tinued to sell scrip and to seek au-
thorization for its activities from the
Mexican authorities. A commissioner
was finally appointed for these three
contracts in 1834, and about 1,100
land titles had been issued when the
provisional government of Texas
closed the land offices and ordered a
suspension of titles.

The American settlers were upset
when Mexican law prevented their

friends and families in the United
States from coming to Texas. Specu-
lation in Texas lands also angered
some colonists. Because the State
Colonization Law of 1825 allowed
Mexican citizens to purchase up to 11
leagues of land, speculators such as
James Bowie in 1830 began buying
these grants from Mexican citizens.
Speculation increased in 1834 when
the legislature of Coahuila and Texas
prepared to dispose of millions of acres
of its public domain as a desperate
measure to raise revenues. Land specu-
lation has been considered among the
causes of the Texas Revolution.

Like Spain, Mexico left its imprint
on Texas land policy. Mexican-period
influences present in Texas today can
be seen in laws such as the Home-
stead Act (preventing seizure of a
home as payment for debts). Land
titles to 16,000,000 acres issued by
Mexico before November 13, 1835
are legal documents today.

Perhaps most importantly for the
future of Texas, the practice of sell-
ing public land to raise state revenue
was firmly established during the
Mexican period.
_____________________________________
(The information contained in this
historical series can be accessed at
www.glo.state.tx.us, and is reprinted
with permission of the Texas General
Land Office.)

EAST EL PASO COUNTY — For
the 12th consecutive year, Socorro’s
Bilingual Education/English as A
Second Language (ESL) Department
hosted educators from Idaho and
Oregon who came to learn about bi-
lingual education. The educators
worked and studied Socorro’s system
through March 7.

The 24 teachers, one principal,
one bilingual program coordinator
and one parent center coordinator
were led by Boise State
University’s Dr. Jay Fuhriman as
part of their master’s degree stud-
ies at the Idaho university.

The educators shadowed Socorro’s
bilingual teachers at the Elfida
Chavez, H. D. Hilley, Sierra Vista,
Socorro Middle, Ernesto Serna and
Montwood High School campuses.
During their time they learned how
to better teach Spanish-speaking and
limited-English-proficient students.

“Our experiences here in Socorro
have changed the way we teach bi-
lingual education in Idaho,” says
Fuhriman, adding the Socorro visits

LEARNING BILINGUAL — Boise State’s Linda Takeshita, seated, works
with Blanca Calderon’s students at Socorro Middle School. Takeshita
was one of 28 educators who visited SISD’s bilingual programs last
week to learn practical techniques of bilingual education.

Boise State teachers visit Socorro to learn bilingual teaching methods

have made a positive difference for
Idaho children.

“Our middle school is a different
place because of the training we’ve

received here. In our master’s pro-
gram, we teach them all about bilin-
gual education but they learn what it
is here.”
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EL PASO COUNTY WATER
CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT

DISTRICT NO. 4
NOTICE OF ELECTION

To the qualified registered voters residing within the dis-
trict boundaries of EL Paso County Water Control and
Improvement District No. 4:

On February 19, 2002 at their regular meeting, the Board
of El Paso County Water Control and Improvement Dis-
trict No. 4 ordered an election to be held on May 4, 2002,
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on May 4,
2002 at the Rio Valle Woman’s Club 521 Mike Maros St.
Fabens, Texas, for the purpose of electing three (3) direc-
tors with  a four year term, for El Paso County Water
Control and Improvement District No. 4.

Early voting by personal appearance will be conducted
each weekday at Rogelio Sanchez Center between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. beginning on April 17,
2002 and ending on April 30, 2002.

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to:

Helen Jamison
500 E. San Antonio # 402
El Paso, Tx 79901

Applications for ballots by mail must be received no later
than the close of business on April 26, 2002.

DISTRITO DE CONTROL DE
AGUA Y MEJORAS NO. 4 DEL

CONDADO DE EL PASO
AVISO DE ELECCION

A los votantes calificados del Distrito De Control De Agua y
Mejoras No. 4 Del Condado De El Paso:

El dia 19 de Febrero, 2002, en la junta de la mesa directiva
del Distrito De Control De Agua y Mejoras No. 4 Del condado
De El Paso dio aviso que se llevara a cabo una eleccion el
quarto de Mayo 2002, de 7:00 a.m. hasta las 7:00 p.m. en
el Rio Valle Woman’s Club 521 Mike Maros St. Fabens, Texas,
con el proposito de elgir tres (3) directores de un termino de
quarto años para el Distrito de Control De Agua y Mejoras
No. 4 Del Condado De El Paso.

La votacion adelantada en persona se llevara acobo de Lunes
a Viernes en Rogelio Sanches Center entre las 9:00 de la maña
asta las 4:00 de la tarde empesando el dia 17 de Abril 2002
y terminando el 30 de Abril 2002..

Las solicitudes para boletos que se votaran en ausencia por
correo deberan enviarse a:

Helen Jamison
500 E. San Antonio # 402
El Paso, Tx 79901

Las solicitudes para boletos que se votaran en ausencia por
correo deberan recibirse para el fin de las horas de negocio el
26 de Abril de 2002.
WTCC: 03/14/02

20 and also many old favorites.
Admission is free. For directions
call 877-5015 or 581-7679.

■ A seminar entitled “Living with
Alzheimers” will be presented on
Tuesday, March 19 by Laura
Ponce, Program Director of the El
Paso Alzheimer’s Association, at
the Church of the Incarnation,
15000 Darrington in Horizon City.
Books and resource browsing will
begin at 6:30 p.m. with the presen-
tation at 7 p.m., followed by a
question and answer session. For
more information on this free semi-
nar call 852-4171.

■ Socorro High School senior
Jackie Gurany has advanced to
the finalist level in the National
Merit Scholarship Program com-
petition. Winners will be an-
nounced in April, May and July.

■ Students in the Vocational De-
partment at San Elizario High
School showed well during the

USA Skills VICA competitions,
held Feb. 25 at Riverside High
School. First place winners, Lupe
Zarate, Berta Alameda and Luis
Reyes will now advance to state in
Fort Worth in April. Omar Cordero
tied for a second place, and Juan
Alvarez placed third — and won
two $1000 scholarships to two tech
institutes. Other winners include
Cisla Herrera, Claudia Carillo, sec-
ond; Araceli Arragon and Miriam
Alanis, third; Antonia Yeberino
and Veronica Prieto, third; and
Miguel Rivas, fourth.

■ Clint artist Bill Herring will be
featured in an exhibition entitled
“When Fun Takes Over” at the Los
Paisanos Gallery at the Chamizal
National Memorial, beginning
with an artist reception on Thurs-
day, March 21 from 5-7 p.m. The
works will be on display through
April 15.

■ Current world events make
travel tricky when going abroad.
The U.S. State Department offers
information that can help with a
new toll-free number. The latest
information on any country in the
world is available at 1-888-407-

4747. Citizens abroad can call 1-
317-472-2328. The line is active
24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Information is also available at
www.travel.state.gov.

■ Carlos Chaparro, a graduate of
Socorro High School, has been
accepted to the University of Min-
nesota in Morris, with the added
benefit of the Chancellor’s Schol-
arship, an award that totals
$8,000.

■ UTEP’s Centennial Museum’s
Hands On Science Outreach pro-
gram encourages children to ex-
plore and question the world
around them by experimenting
with simple scientific principles.
The eight-week Physics of Sound
and Flight classes are every Sat-
urday, March 23-May 11. Regis-
tration is $40 per child and chil-
dren may register for “Buzzers
and Boomerangs” for k-1 graders;
“Air-O-Dynamics” for second
and third graders; or “Oscilla-
tions” for fourth through sixth
graders. Registration is limited to
11 children per class. For more in-
formation, call Genny Mooser,
Museum Educator, at 747-6665.

Briefs
From Page 1
____________________

EAST EL PASO COUNTY —
Three students from Clint Indepen-
dent School District have met the
stringent standards required to be-
come “exemplary students.”

An exemplary student may be de-
fined in several ways, but UT Austin
and Region 19, in cooperation with

Indaxali (Sally) Estrada, left, and Yvette Loya

Noehmi Guzman

Three from Clint ISD overcome obstacles to become ‘exemplary’
other districts, define them as stu-
dents who are accomplished, praise-
worthy, models of tenacity, overcom-
ers of adversity, and finally leaders
of tomorrow.

Exemplary Migrant Student nomi-
nations are based on academic
achievements including grades and

honors, conduct, participation and
leadership in extracurricular activi-
ties and participation in migrant stu-
d e n t
p r o -
g r a m
activi-
t i e s .
T h e
mission
of the
effort is
to build
on mi-
g r a n t
s t u -
dents ’
strengths.

Yvette Loya from Clint High
School and Noehmi Guzman from
Carroll T. Welch Middle School,
were recognized locally on Feb. 23
at the University of Texas at El Paso
as part of the Migrant Student Lead-
ership/Career Day Conference.

UT Austin’s Migrant Education
Program also holds a recognition cer-
emony each year for students who

complete their distance education
courses and/or are acknowledged as
exemplary. This year Indaxali
Estrada, also from Clint High School,
was invited to attend the ceremony.
She was recognized both as an Ex-
emplary Student, and for successfully
completing one of their supplemen-
tal courses.

In addition to the recognitions pre-
sented by the University, Indaxali had
the opportunity to listen to guest
speakers such as Austin Mayor

Gustavo Garcia and former migrant
UT Austin graduates holding Masters
and Doctorate degrees.

“Finally and equally important, we
thank the families, teachers and coun-
selors who guided these students to
this one of many accomplishments to
come,” said Gloria Padilla, Clint ISD
Counselor for the Migrant Ed. Pro-
gram. “Clint ISD is proud of these
students’ accomplishments, and we
encourage them to remain diligent to
their academic work.”

Despite blustery days now and
again, spring is just around the cor-
ner, and animal health officials are
urging owners to protect their equids
— including horses, mules and don-
keys against several mosquito-borne
diseases before “bug” season starts.

“Vaccines are available to protect
equids against both equine encepha-
litis, better known as “sleeping sick-
ness” and West Nile Virus (WNV).
However, the shots are no value if
they aren’t given prior to disease ex-
posure,” said veterinarian Terry Con-
ger, state epidemiologist for the
Texas Animal Health Commission
(TAHC), the state’s livestock health
regulatory agency.

“These vaccines require two doses,
administered several weeks apart, and
full protection doesn’t develop until
four to six weeks after the second dose.
Realistically, then, it can take up to 10
weeks for the horse to be disease-re-
sistant. That’s why it’s so important to
start the round of vaccinations now.”

Dr. Conger noted that cases of
“sleeping sickness,” or equine en-
cephalitis, occur sporadically in Texas
equids, and on rare occasions, humans
contract the mosquito-borne infection.
Transmitted by mosquitoes that have

Vaccinate horses now for maximum protection TAHC says
fed on diseased birds, Eastern Equine
Encephalitis (EEE) and Western
Equine Encephalitis (WEE) causes
swelling of the brain, resulting in stag-
gering, convulsions, and fever. Al-
though horses do not transmit the dis-
ease to humans, equids are “sentinel
animals,” or indicators that infected
mosquitoes are in a specific area.

“Another form of sleeping sickness,
Venezuelan Equine Encephalitis
(VEE), is a foreign animal disease that
originated in South America. In l971,
a VEE outbreak swept northward
through Mexico, threatening horses in
the southern U.S. In two years, due to
an all-out effort, more than 2.8 mil-
lion animals in l9 states were vacci-
nated against VEE,” Dr. Irby said.

Although it has yet to be diagnosed
in Texas, another mosquito-borne,
encephalitic disease causing concern
is West Nile Virus (WNV). Dr. Irby
said WNV was unheard of in the US
until l999 in New York, where seven
persons died from the infection and
at least 25 equids were infected. In
2000, the virus had spread to 12
states, and by year’s end 2001, the
disease impacted 27 states, including
Louisiana and Arkansas. At least 564
equids tested positive for the disease

in 2001, reported Dr. Irby.
Epidemiologists are still uncertain

how or when an infected person, bird
or mosquito entered the country, ini-
tiating the bird-mosquito WNV dis-
ease cycle in the US. First isolated
in1937 in the West Nile District of
Uganda, the disease now has wide-
spread distribution, including Africa,
Europe, the Middle East, and West
and Central Asia.

As the virus has moved across the
U.S., the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture changed WNV’s designation
from a “foreign animal disease,” to
an “emerging disease.”

“Texas is particularly vulnerable to
the introduction of WNV, because
major migratory routes for birds pass
over a large portion of east Texas.
This summer, we may find that the
disease is brought into the state by
infected birds,” commented Dr. Irby.
He pointed out that at least 17 spe-
cies of mosquitoes can be involved.

“Many horses infected with WNV
won’t appear to be ill, while others
become debilitated and too weak to
rise,” he said. “About 20 percent of
the horses infected with WNV in
2001 either died or were euthanized
because they were so ill.”
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By  Steve Escajeda�
Special to the Courier

King Super Crossword
HEARTS ENSWINED
ACROSS
    1 Beauty’s beau
    6 Wrap up
  12 President Bush was
one
  15 Numbers man?
  18 More painful
  20 Swerve
  21 Vigor’s partner
  22 Moon crawler
  23 Riddle: Part 1
  25 Mollify
  27 Badminton stroke
  28 Privy to
  29 Fancy vase
  31 Declaims
  32 “Hey _” (’68 smash)
  33 Order
  37 Sign of summer
  38 Texas landmark
  40 “M” man
  41 Contaminate
  43 Author Dinesen
  44 Riddle: Part 2
  49 Sought silver
  51 Makes leather
  52 Like the Kalahari
  53 _ -wop
  54 Tablet
  55 Commodious
  57 Nodded off
  59 Cocky kids
  61 Exodus edible
  62 Annoyed
  63 Melee
  64 Illinois city
  66 Riddle: Part 3

  67 Votes in
  68 Grand relative
  69 “_ of Fools” (’67 hit)
  70 Prowl
  71 Injures
  72 Stuffable pasta
  73 Big wheel on
“Wheel”
  74 Peckinpah or
Wanamaker
  77 Granada gold
  78 Goatish gamboler
  79 Shakespearean vil-
lain
  80 New Mexico’s state
flower
  82 Riddle: Part 4
  87 Heavy reading?
  88 Ponti’s partner
  89 French spa
  90 Roofing material
  92 Dennehy or Keith
  94 Firstborn
  96 Rachel’s sister
  97 Zagreb native
  98 Needle feature
  99 Sharp
100 _ Dhabi
103 In a rough manner
105 Answer to riddle
111 Broad st.
112 Bend someone’s _
(yak)
113 Emulate Earhart
114 Tranquil
115 Petty or Poston
116 HST’s successor
117 Conkling or Ates

118 Thoroughfares

DOWN
    1 Holler
    2 Narcissus’ nymph
    3 Melville monoma-
niac
    4 Plop down
    5 Monotony
    6 Read quickly
    7 Tolstoy title start
    8 Branch
    9 Pigskin prop
  10 “Tell _ No” (’65 hit)
  11 Happen next
  12 Writer Hunter
  13 Sass
  14 Lasting effect
  15 Trolley sound
  16 Trattoria treat
  17 Iowa city
  19 Sonata movement
  24 Adversary
  26 Big revolver?
  30 Hit the hay
  32 TV’s “_ and the
Fatman”
  33 Soft
  34 Ages
  35 “A _ in the Dark”
(’88 film)
  36 Legal matter
  37 Competed
  38 - Minor
  39 Arrive at Kennedy
  40 Andes animal
  42 Eager
  43 Prankster

  44 Right a wrong
  45 Looks longingly
  46 Proclamation
  47 Greek vowels
  48 Renowned seam-
stress
  50 Daddy ducks
  56 Step _ (hurry)
  57 Blue-dress wearer?
  58 The yoke’s on them
  59 Like some stairs
  60 Taxi
  61 _ Blanc
  62 Lab equipment
  63 Word with circus or
collar
  64 Cold-shoulder
  65 Ballet company
  66 “_ Fall in Love” (’62
hit)
  67 Savor
  68 “Scat!”
  69 Rampur relish
  70 “The Dragons of
Eden” author
  72 Rational
  73 Egyptian Nobelist
  74 James Herriot, for
one
  75 Pinnacle
  76 Dogpatch’s Daisy _
  78 Office plant
  79 Egyptian deity
  81 Hatch’s home
  83 Nom de crime?
  84 Detested
  85 With 93 Down, “Air
Music” composer

  86 First lady?
  90 Goes after
  91 Poet Sidney
  92 Tenor’s tribute
  93 See 85 Down
  95 “The Merry Widow”
composer
  96 Rock’s _ Zeppelin
  97 Gab
  98 Thornfield govern-
ess
  99 Elbow’s counterpart
100 On the briny
101 Curve
102 Applications
104 Little guy
106 “Ab _” (from the
beginning)
107 “M*A*S*H” extras
108 Cul-de- _
109 From _ Z
110 Theater sign
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SAN ELIZARIO — Alejandro
Aguirre and Elvia Jasso, juniors,
qualified for state competition at
the Sun Country Science Fair,
March 2, 2002 on the UTEP
campus. Aguirre posed the ques-
tion, “What is the best anti-vi-
rus software?” and took first
place in the Computer Science
category.

Jasso’s science project covered
bacteria transformation, good
enough for a third place finish in

Two from San Elizario qualify
for state science competition

the Microbiology category.
Barely missing an opportunity to

join Aguirre and Jasso were sopho-
more, Adriana Aguirre and senior
Manny Duran, both finishing in
fourth place. The top three spots
earned the trip to state. Last year,
Duran was the overall 3rd place
Sweepstakes winner.

“They all had wonderful projects
and represented San Elizario pro-
fessionally,” said Bill Ahern, San
Eli High School science teacher.

SAN ELIZARIO — San Elizario varsity boys basketball players Jaime Reyes
and Jesse Arellano were named members of the District 2-4A 1st Team. Reyes,
a senior, came up second in the District 2-4A MVP voting. Both played instru-
mental roles in helping the Eagles finish second in the district.

On the varsity girls side, Valerie Soto, a junior, was named to the District
2-4A 1st Team. Teammate Jessica Rivera, a sophomore, was named to the
District 2-4A All Defensive Team. Both Soto and Rivera helped the Lady
Eagles finish district play tied for third.

San Elizario hoops honors

It’s been kind of difficult to keep
track of all the moving around dur-
ing the NFL off-season. While some
players have signed again with their
old teams, many more have been
moving on to new organizations.

And for the most part both teams
involved in their respective trades
have filled their needs in one way or
another.

But there were a couple trades that,
though they look good on paper, may
backfire on the field of play.

Two great players on the field, but
two very mediocre men off of it,
signed with new teams last week.

The New Orleans Saints traded
former Heisman Trophy winner, Ricky
Williams, to the Miami Dolphins.

Now the Dolphins have been a
passing team since Dan Marino ar-

Question is not whether they have the ability but whether they have the heart
rived on the scene almost 20 years
ago. Will Williams change the face
of the Dolphins? Will he give them
the running game they’ve lacked for
so long now?  Will he ever cut his
hair?

Who knows, but one thing is fac-
tual, he never reached the potential
expected of him in New Orleans.

Ricky Williams is still an enigma
to most reporters and fans as well.
On one hand he seems like this very
nice quiet individual with a heart as
big as the Super Dome but on the
other hand, he surrounds himself with
very questionable people.

Guys in the Rap music industry,
who have shady pasts themselves,
have been put in charge of his career
and his pocketbook. And some be-
lieve that Williams would sit out a
game even at the very hint of having
a hangnail.

Can Williams run the football? Of
course he can. But a big part of run-

ning is done with the brain along with
the legs. I don’t know if Ricky has
the mental toughness to lead the Dol-
phins to the promised land.

But if he doesn’t run the ball well,
coach Dave Wannstedt will be run
out of town.

Another questionable trade in-
cluded troubled wide receiver Terry
Glenn from the New England Patri-
ots to the Green Bay Packers.

This trade might send Brett Favre
scrambling back to the bottle.

Glenn is no doubt one of the
league’s best receivers. He’s quick,
has great hands and has, unfortu-
nately, an ego the size of Green Bay.

His stupidity last season cost him
a Super Bowl appearance with the
Patriots.

This past season, Glenn was sus-
pended for the first four games of the
season after missing a scheduled drug
test.

Then he just refused to report to the

team altogether until they decided to
stop paying installments of his sign-
ing bonus. They finally suspended him
for the rest of the season.

But naturally, in a decision that
often enables these young prima
donnas to act the way they do, an ar-
bitrator reversed the team’s decision
to withhold his pay.

Do these two players possess a tre-
mendous amount of talent that can
help their new teams? Yes.

Do these players possess enough
active brain matter to help their new
teams? All I can answer is…Duh!

Tarred Heels
Since I was a child there was one

constant in college basketball. The
North Carolina Tar Heels were not
only going to make the NCAA Tour-
nament, they would go pretty deep
into it.

Dean Smith would lead the likes
of Phil Ford or Bobby Jones or Sam

Perkins or Michael Jordan or Vince
Carter or Bob McAdoo or Charlie
Scott or Jerry Stackhouse or…you
get the point.

So what the heck happened this
year?

There were many things I just fig-
ured I’d never see in my lifetime.

Bobby Knight or Jerry Tarkanian
having tea and Triscuits with any
member of the NCAA administra-
tion, Latrell Sprewell winning the
Nobel Peace Prize, catching Refrig-
erator Perry on tape holding a diet
Coke or North Carolina not making
the NCAA playoffs.

Not only did the Tar Heels not
make the post season, they finished
this year with an 8-20 record. 8 wins
and 20 losses — that’s darn near
UTEP territory.

Boy, what’s the sports world com-
ing to? The next thing you know the
Dallas Cowboys might even have a
lousy season too!
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OUT ON A LIMB  By Gary Kopervas

GOT A LIFE By Terri Davis

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

Comix

Put us to
work for you.

852-3235

Newspapers work!

By Don Flood
At first, things were looking just

ducky.
We were seated in The Peabody

hotel lobby in Memphis, Tenn.,
where we had come to watch the
World Famous Peabody Ducks.

The Peabody Ducks are the A-
list celebrities of the Duck World,
and each day, at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
they “perform.”

The word perform is used
loosely here because your typical
Peabody Duck work day consists
of marching out the elevator to the
lobby fountain, swimming and
waddling around for six hours, and
then marching back.

That’s it.
The key, as in so many things,

is presentation.
The hotel rolls out the red car-

pet — literally — for the duck
march, and the entire proceedings
are conducted by a uniformed and
very serious-looking Duckmaster.

(Career guidance note: Young
people interested in a rewarding
career as duckmaster should be
aware that job growth in this field
is expected to be “weak” for the
next 350 years.)

There is no “star” among the
Peabody Ducks. They work to-

To see the ducks, you’ve gotta get quacking
4:15 — We had perfect duck-

viewing seats of the fountain and
the path to the elevator.

4:30 — We noticed people had
already started lining up — and
blocking our view! — for the 5
p.m. show.

4:45 — Gaps between the on-
lookers’ legs were becoming
harder to find.

4:50 — The last tiny opening
closed up. We couldn’t see anything!

Should we go up to the second
floor balcony? Too late. Every
space was taken.

The way people were crowding
together and gawking, you’d have
thought Elvis Presley and Marilyn
Monroe were splashing about in
the fountain.

I was really getting perturbed.
These are ducks, people, I wanted
to shout, SIT DOWN!

And then suddenly, people
started walking away.

The ducks — the World Famous
Peabody Ducks (and perhaps life
itself) — had passed us by, and we
hadn’t seen so much as a single
duck bill!

It was a pretty good martini,
though.
_____________________________________________________
(c) 2002 King Features Synd., Inc.

gether as an ensemble, sort of like
the cast of “Friends,” except, of
course, they have more meaning-
ful conversations.

The ducks got their start in the
1930s, when, according to the Peabody
Web site, the hotel’s general manager
Frank Schutt and some of his hunting
pals decided “it would be humorous
to place some of their live duck de-
coys in the Peabody fountain.”

(Imagine what a knee-slapping
time it must have been when Mr.
Schutt was on duty!)

While mint juleps might be the
drink of choice for the Kentucky
Derby, the Memphis Duck March
leans more toward martinis. We each
ordered one.

They were expensive but, hey, this
might be the only time we watch the
Peabody Ducks, we wanted to do it right.

Because these aren’t just any
ducks. These are the Supermodels of
the duck world.

All over the world, Mommy ducks
encourage their ducklings to aspire to this
pinnacle of waterfowl achievement.

(Since educational opportunities
for our web-footed friends remain
limited, ducks whose dreams and vi-
sions loom larger than the local pond
tend toward careers in modeling and
show business.)

The Courier has been featuring so-
cial security question and answer
column for the last 6 months. This
week, I decided to try something dif-
ferent.  The following questions
should help you determine how much
you know (or don’t know) about the
role Social Security should play in
your financial planning.

1. Social Security replaces about how
much of an average wage earner’s
pre-retirement income?
A) 20%
B) 40%
C) 78%
D)100%

2. True or false: Social Security re-
tirement benefits are intended to pro-
vide all of a retiree’s retirement in-
come.

3. According to many finan-
cial advisers, when you retire, what
percent of your pre-retirement earn-
ings will you need to live comfort-
ably?
A) 40-50%
B) 70-80%
C) 120-130%
D) 200-250%

4 Financial experts view Social Se-
curity as just one part of a retirement
plan.  The other two parts of your
retirement plan should be:
A) Charity organizations and
churches
B) State welfare agencies and state
aging associations
C) Pensions and savings/investments
D) Veterans benefits and social work
circles

5. What online help does Social Se-
curity provide that is especially use-
ful for financial planning?
A) Publications
B) Duplicate Form 1099
C) Videos
D) Benefits planner

6. True or false: At age 65, there is
no limit on the earnings you may
have and still receive full Social Se-
curity benefits.

7. True or false: Private pensions and
savings/investments generally will
not affect your Social Security ben-
efits.

8. True or false: The money you and
your employers pay in taxes for So-
cial Security is held in an account for
you until you retire.

9. True or false: The Social Security
system is adequately funded and will
always be able to pay all benefits
owed.

ANSWERS:

1. B) Social Security replaces about
40 percent of an average wage
earner’s pre-retirement income.

2. False. Social Security benefits are
not intended to meet all of a retiree’s
income needs. They have always
been part of a “three-legged stool”
that supports a comfortable retire-
ment.  The other two legs are pen-
sion income and savings/invest-
ments.

3. B) Financial advisers say that gen-
erally people will need about 70-80
percent of their pre-retirement in-
come to live comfortably in retire-
ment.

4. C) Pensions and savings/invest-
ments are considered the other two
parts of your retirement plan.

5. D) The Social Security Benefits
Planner helps users estimate their
future Social Security benefits using
various scenarios.

6. True. At full retirement age (cur-
rently age 65), beneficiaries no
longer have a limit on how much they
can earn. The earnings limits still
apply to beneficiaries under age 65;
different limits apply to disabled ben-
eficiaries.

7. True. However, beneficiaries with
high incomes may find their benefits
subject to federal income tax.

8. False. The money you and your
employers pay in Social Security
taxes today goes to pay benefits to
current beneficiaries.

9. False. Social Security will need to
change in order to pay full benefits
in the future. By the year 2038, So-
cial Security will be able to pay only
73 cents for each $1 of benefits owed.

For more information visit your lo-
cal Security office, see http://
www.ssa.gov or call us at 1-800-772-
1213. If you have any questions that
you would like to have answered,
please mail them to the Social Secu-
rity Office, 11111 Gateway West, Attn:
Ray Vigil, El Paso, Texas 79935,
email Ramon.Vigil@ssa.gov

Social Security: Q & A   By Ray Vigil
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THURSDAY

Sunshine and
some clouds;

windy.

78°▲ ▼

THUR. NIGHT

Clear to partly
cloudy.

FRIDAY

Partly to mostly
sunny.

74°▲ 42°▼

SATURDAY

A good deal of
sunshine.

72°▲ 40°▼

SUNDAY

A mix of clouds
and sunshine.

70°▲ 40°▼

MONDAY

Partial sunshine.

68°▲ 38°▼

TUESDAY

Intervals of clouds
and sunshine.

72°▲ 40°▼

WEDNESDAY

Sunny to partly
sunny.

74°▲ 42°▼

WEATHER AccuWeather .com

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST FOR EL PASO

TEXAS WEATHER TRAVELERS CITIESUV INDEX

REAL FEEL TEMP™

AGRICULTURE

Statistics for noon.

Thursday ............ 8 ....................High
Friday ................ 8 ....................High
Saturday ............ 8 ....................High
Sunday .............. 8 ....................High
Monday .............. 8 ....................High
Tuesday .............. 8 ....................High
Wednesday ........ 8 ....................High

The higher the UV Index, the greater
the need for eye and skin protection.

Albuquerque 64/34/s 60/30/pc 60/32/pc 58/30/pc 62/32/pc
Atlanta 72/54/s 74/56/pc 74/54/sh 70/50/sh 72/52/c
Atlantic City 60/44/pc 60/46/c 60/38/c 54/38/pc 56/40/c
Austin/San Antonio 80/58/pc 80/56/pc 76/54/pc 76/56/s 75/62/c
Baltimore 66/44/pc 66/46/c 62/38/c 58/38/pc 56/42/c
Boston 59/38/s 56/42/c 52/32/sh 48/32/s 48/30/c
Chicago 50/38/sh 40/34/c 46/36/pc 54/44/c 50/32/sh
Dallas/Ft. Worth 82/58/s 76/52/pc 74/52/pc 74/52/s 70/49/c
Denver 38/16/sn 44/20/pc 52/28/pc 48/24/pc 50/28/pc
Flagstaff 47/20/pc 41/17/pc 45/19/s 47/25/pc 46/16/pc
Houston 82/64/pc 82/66/pc 80/64/t 80/62/c 75/61/c
Kansas City 56/39/pc 52/37/pc 52/35/pc 64/33/s 52/22/pc
Las Vegas 62/42/s 62/40/s 62/42/pc 70/48/s 65/38/s
Miami 82/70/s 84/72/s 84/70/s 84/70/s 82/68/s
Minneapolis 38/26/sn 38/24/sf 42/28/pc 42/26/c 40/24/sn
New Orleans 76/60/pc 78/66/pc 78/62/c 78/60/sh 75/63/pc
New York City 62/42/pc 54/44/c 56/38/c 50/38/pc 54/42/c
Philadelphia 64/42/pc 62/44/c 60/38/c 54/38/pc 56/40/c
Phoenix 74/48/pc 72/46/s 70/46/pc 72/48/s 76/52/s
Portland 48/36/sh 44/34/sh 42/34/sn 44/32/pc 50/34/pc
San Francisco 56/44/pc 56/46/pc 56/46/c 58/44/pc 60/46/s
Seattle 44/34/sh 42/32/sn 42/32/sn 44/34/pc 50/38/pc
Tucson 72/40/s 70/38/s 68/38/s 68/40/s 74/44/s
Washington, DC 68/46/pc 68/48/c 64/42/c 58/40/pc 58/44/c

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Thur. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

Thursday will be dry with sunshine and some clouds. Gusty west-southwest winds will average 12-24 mph. There will be 6-8 hours of
sunshine with good drying conditions. No precipitation is expected right through the upcoming weekend.

Weather (W): s -sunny, pc -partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh -showers, t-thunderstorms,
r-rain, sf -snow flurries, sn -snow, i-ice.

Thursday .................................... 78°
Friday .......................................... 72°
Saturday ...................................... 74°
Sunday ........................................ 70°
Monday ........................................ 72°
Tuesday ...................................... 70°
Wednesday ................................ 76°

A composite of the effects of temperature, wind,
humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precip-
itation, and elevation on the human body.

Shown is Thursday’s
weather.
Temperatures are
Thursday’s highs and
Thursday night’s lows.

All maps, forecasts and data provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2002

Anthony 78 46

Canutillo 79 47

Fabens 74 48

Clint 74 49

E. Montana 78 46

Socorro 76 45

Horizon 79 47

San Elizario 71 46

Tornillo 74 48

Vinton 79 47
El Paso
78/46

Santa Fe
58/30

Albuquerque
64/34

Alamogordo
71/42

Las Cruces
73/45

Deming
67/40 Carlsbad

82/48

Amarillo
70/38

Lubbock
80/44

Alpine
79/44

Odessa
85/51

Lajitas
84/45

Ruidoso
58/39

Cloudcroft
47/22

Ciudad
Juárez
74/48

46°

Mexico

www.chilitech.com • info@chilitech.com

POWERED
BY THE
PEPPER

TM

1-866-392-4454

NEVER FEAR CHANGE
SM

It’s so easy you can sign up online 
24 hours a day! Plus, FREE friendly 

“chili” tech support!

$9.95
UNLIMITED

Internet
Access!

*

Ok, so here goes the fine print. You know, the stuff that some people don't really want you to read because it might make the initial offer not seem so great, but at ChiliTech
we have great offers every time. So, go ahead read on.
Thank you for choosing ChiliTech Internet Solutions, America’s Hometown Internet Company.

*Yearly membership available at $9.95/month for the first 6 months and $12.95 for the next 6 months when you purchase a full year of unlimited inter-
net service for a total of $137.40!  Not a bad price overall. Low monthly payments are also available at $15.95 per month. Shop online, research, games,
Mp3 music, chat with friends, job search and others are just a few examples of what you can do on the Internet. Oh, and by the way the $137.40 fee paid
yearly is not a gimmick, that’s our price, no hidden fees, no extra charges. And remember never fear change...we’re here to help you. So visit us any time,
online, day or night, at www.chilitech.com. The purpose of the little yellow box on the right hand side of this disclaimer is so we can track our expen-
sive advertising campaign that our agency talked us into, it better work! Thanks again for being a part of ChiliTech, America’s Hometown Internet
Company. Yea!

Source Code
ACU-B1X

UPPER VALLEY —
Canutillo Elementary
School was one of only
10 campuses region-
wide selected to partici-
pate in the Eighth An-
nual Inclusion Institute
hosted by Region 19
Education Service Cen-
ter,  March 13-14.

The institute will as-
sist school teams with
building an organiza-
tional structure that sup-
ports students with dis-
abilities in the total

school environment.
“Our goal for each

campus selected is to
evidence a ‘system
change’ within the
school as to the ideas,
philosophy, and proce-
dures for addressing the
needs of all students,”
stated Katherine
Chacon, Region 19 In-
clusion Institute Project
Manager. Institute con-
sultant Dr. E. John
Shinsky and Region 19
ESC staff will conduct

the training.
CES’s Focus Team

members are: Principal
Hector Giron, faculty
members Jamie Coats,
Terry Jimenez, Bobby
Sherman, Teresa Loya,
Donna Powers, Nora
Aguilar; CISD Diag-
nostician Patty
Wnorowski, and par-
ents  Bertha Arellano
and Rosie Morales.

“Our campus is com-
mitted to supporting
special education pro-

grams. I believe stu-
dents’ needs must be
identified and met at the
level at which they are
functioning. All stu-
dents have academic
difficulties at one time
or another. Therefore,
the benefits of the in-
clusion program train-
ing serve the special
education student and
carry over to the regu-
lar education students
as well,” said Giron.

Information: 877-7600.

Canutillo ISD to learn about inclusion at Institute this week


