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Clint schedule change
The Clint Independent School District
campuses have announced a change in the
school day start and end times for the
2003-2004 school year. The elementary
schools will begin classes at 7:45 a.m. and
end the day at 2:45 p.m. The secondary
campuses will start school at 8:45 a.m. and
end the day at 3:40 p.m. This change was
a result of increased student enrollment,
the need to bus the children to the schools
on time, and to eliminate the traffic con-
gestion around the campuses. Call your
child’s campus for any changes in bus pick
up time.

Infected mosquitoes
Anthony Mayor Art Franco said the con-
firmation that mosquitoes in the Anthony
sewage treatment plant, in the 9000 block
of Doniphan, and near the Rio Grande levy
in that area are carrying West Nile virus is
not an undue cause for concern and that
the situation is being handled quickly and
efficiently by the El Paso County Health
and Environmental District. Fogging with
pesticide was intensified in that area this
week, officials said. The virus usually
causes only mild flu-like in healthy adults
but the risks to children, elderly and those
with depressed immune systems are
greater. Last year the virus was found in
the Lower Valley along the Rio Grande.
Health officials recommend avoiding out-
door activities in the early morning hours
or at dusk, that long sleeves and pants be
worn, and that bug repellent containing
DEET be used. “The public has been in-
formed to take the necessary precautions
to protect the young and elderly which are
most susceptible to the virus,” Franco said.
“I am asking the public not to panic.” He
said representatives of the Health District
will be going door-to-door to answer ques-
tions, and questions can be answered at
886-3944 or 594-1568.

In other news
■ Canutillo High School will hold fresh-
men orientation Aug. 5 and 6. Schedules
for returning students will be available
Aug. 7. Classes for all students begin,
Monday, Aug. 18. Freshmen orientation,
or SOAR (Student Orientation And Rec-
reation) program, is scheduled from 8:30
a.m. to 12 p.m., Tuesday and Wednesday,
Aug. 5 and 6, starting in the new gym.
Different activities are planned, food
snacks will be served, and transportation
will be provided. “It is very important that
all freshmen attend both days of orienta-
tion to receive schedules, student ID’s, turn
in shot records, tour the campus, and make
friends,” said Derrick Brown, CHS prin-
cipal. Returning students may stop by the
school office between 1:30 and 3:30 p.m.
to pick up schedules and have ID’s made,
according to the following schedule:

TORNILLO — The flooding of the houses
and property of the New Life Home, a Chris-
tian ministry in Tornillo, displaced 14 children
and their caretakers, Ralph and Judy Wright,
but it may have been a disaster waiting to hap-
pen during any significant rainfall, County
Commissioners were told this week.

The first heavy rainfall in the area inundated
the couple’s property last week, forcing the
evacuation of the children by firefighters and
the Wrights and volunteers spent this week
cleaning up the aftermath. However, the sce-
nario was heartbreakingly familiar to a grow-
ing number of homeowners in the fast-grow-
ing rural areas of East El Paso County.

Construction and massive earth-moving
projects have changed the natural drainage
arroyos in many parts of the rural desert. This
frequently leaves property on lower ground
with no place for water accumulations to
drain off. The rainy season over the last sev-
eral years has left many property owners in
the East County digging out from under sev-
eral feet of sand and sludge brought onto
their property by earth-moving projects on
higher ground.

El Paso County public works director Rob-
ert Rivera told Commissioners this week that
the New Life Home “should never have been”
located where it is. He said it basically sits in

Tornillo children’s
home flooded

Lack of drainage citedEL PASO COUNTY
— The Chamizal
N a t i o n a l
Memorial’s 30th an-
nual Chamizal Fes-
tival will be held
Oct. 10-12 on the
Memorial Grounds.
This year’s poster
artwork is by Rose-
mary McLoughlin
of Las Cruces. “It
tells the story of
peace, of music, of
celebration, of cul-
ture and of our
shared river,” said
Virginia Ness, Arts
Director. She said
the festival is ex-
pected to be the
best ever with a mix
of everything from
great Celtic music,
to traditional songs
and music from Old
Mexico, Texas and
New Mexico.
“We’ve added Na-
tive American
dancers and sing-
ers, and Joe Hayes
and Alex
Apostelides will tell
their tales.”

Artwork gives glimpse
of future Festival treats

UPPER VALLEY — Gallegos Park, the
Upper Valley community park with a highly-
debated future, still faces a murky destiny
but it was illuminated a little by a commit-
ment of $1.4 million from El Paso County
Commissioners this week.

Once touted as the future of soccer in the
region, a plan to develop the 100-acre park
as a massive soccer facility did not materi-
alize. Recently a group of students from the
Canutillo CASA Youth Council approached
Commissioners with a more diversified plan
that incorporated other community-use ar-
eas as well as soccer fields.

Sen. Eliot Shapleigh, who at first sup-
ported the soccer-only plan, reportedly en-
couraged soccer fans to protest the CASA
proposal but later told CASA Youth Group
Coordinator’s he had reviewed the plan and
felt it would meet the needs of the entire
community — provided they included at
least six soccer fields.

However, the estimates of how much room
will be left over for soccer fields after the
community-use plan is complete were far
from consistent, and predictions of future
conflict were made by Commissioner
Charles Scruggs.

He told Parks Director Sally Gavlik that the
commissioners “don’t have a clue what the
people from Canutillo want or what the soc-
cer groups want,” and that she should simply
take the funding and “go do your job.”

Upper Valley question

What to do with
Gallegos Park?

See FLOOD, Page 4

SOCORRO — In recent months, the issue
has been raised repeatedly by community
members regarding the procedure to obtain pub-
lic information from Socorro city government.

Trini Lopez, a former city councilman, has
spoken at several council meetings to express
his dissatisfaction in the steps currently re-
quired in order to acquire public information.
He stated he could not understand why he was
being asked to sign a form requesting public
information.

Lopez continues to state this was not nor-
mal practice when he was a councilman. The
issue has raised enough concern for the Socorro
council to ask City Attorney Chris Borunda to
draft an ordinance to adopt procedures and
charges to obtain public records and informa-
tion from the City of Socorro.

During the regularly scheduled council meet-
ing last week, Council members approved the
first reading of the ordinance.

In other business, council approved a reso-
lution authorizing Mayor Irma Sanchez to sign
a loan application on behalf of the city of
Socorro for the Economically Disadvantaged
Counties Program administered by the Texas
Department of Transportation. Proceeds from
the loan will be used to widen existing FM 76
(North Loop Rd.) from a two-lane to a four-
lane divided urban highway. The section in-
volved is from the El Paso city limits to 1000
feet past Horizon Blvd. In related business,
council also approved a resolution authorizing
Mayor Sanchez to provide the bond rating of the
City of Socorro in conjunction with the submis-
sion of the loan application for the EDCP.

In a separate agenda item, council approved
the El Paso County 911 District FY 2003-2004
Budget Analysis for presentation in accordance
with the Texas Health and Safety Code.

Socorro to adopt formal procedures
for release of public information

By Arleen Beard�
Special to the Courier

By Don Woodyard�
Courier Staff Writer

SAN ELIZARIO — Passionate and non-ne-
gotiable are two words that cropped up often
in a conversation with Maria Baquera, the new
principal of San Elizario High School.

Baquera, with 30 years experience in the edu-
cation field, replaces Jerry DeFrank who retired
at the end of the 2002-03 school year. The new
principal was introduced at the July board meet-
ing of the San Elizario school district.

Baquera says she will lead San Eli High with passion
“I am very passionate that San Elizario High

School will be a shining star,” she said, reach-
ing for a tissue and dabbing at her eyes. She
says this happens to her when she speaks about
her passion — teaching children and taking
care of the “whole child, the whole student.”

“When it comes to kids, there are no excuses
for them not succeeding,” she says quietly but
firmly. “I won’t accept excuses — from the
principal, the teachers, the parents or the kids.”

Describing herself as a “strong student

See PRINCIPAL, Page 4
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Reyes Reports By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

One perspective
By Francis Shrum

Did you
ever see

someone do something that left you
wondering? You scratch your head,
perplexed by the behavior that makes
little or no sense in the overall view
of things.

I think it is because we never see
even half the story. The untold chap-
ters involve factors behind the “why”
of human behavior, forces that would
take the most insightful psychologist
years to unravel. What is done makes
no sense to others. To the person do-
ing it, it’s all perfectly understand-
able.

Sometimes what we do is hardly
noticeable, like always parting our
hair on the left side, or refusing to
wear green socks. But sometimes it
is so astonishing it makes national
news. Like the poor folks involved
in these scenarios:

In Santa Fe, New Mexico, a fam-
ily filed suit last month against their
local parish of the Catholic church.
They contend their priest, while
preaching funeral mass for their 80-
year-old father/grandfather, stated
that the departed fellow was only a
“middling” Catholic and his eternal
salvation was in jeopardy.

The suit claims the priest said the
deceased was “lukewarm in his
faith,” was “living in sin,” and “the
Lord vomited people like (the de-
ceased) out of his mouth to hell.”

The family was “profoundly hurt,”
said their lawyer who filed the suit a
year after the alleged incident.

Now, I don’t believe for one sec-
ond that this priest got up one morn-
ing with the cleanest and most blame-
less of attitudes and said these things
at a funeral without there being some
kind of baggage waiting in the lobby.
We get a tiny little clue when, far

Half-told
stories

down in the story, it mentions that the
dead fellow used to be a town coun-
cilman. We aren’t told the rest of the
story.

The case of the priest who should
have tied his tongue is seconded by
another interesting tale: There is a
convicted murderer in Albany, New
York, who wants the state to pay for
a $500,000 sex change operation and
is requesting a transfer to a women’s
jail. Coming out of a prison environ-
ment, that’s not really all that odd.
But a judge has now ruled that ig-
noring the felon’s request out of hand
is tantamount to “deliberate indiffer-
ence to serious medical attention.”

Score one for the weirdoes behind
bars and the bench. What is this man
thinking?

While he stopped short of order-
ing the procedures, the judge said the
inmate must be “allowed to discuss”
with his doctors the administration of
hormone therapy and prescription of
breast implants and “genital reassign-
ment.”

The last paragraph of the story was
the one that made me sit straight up.
It says that the district attorney who
prosecuted the case pointed out what
an appalling situation has been cre-
ated by the judge’s ruling. He said
the mother of the murder victim, as a
taxpayer, might be forced to help pay
for the sex change of her son’s killer.

That’s a story too sad to be told.
Finally, we get to the saga of the 174

dysfunctional Chihuahua dogs in a
California animal shelter — lap dogs
gone bad, according to one side of a
fierce firestorm pitting animal rights
activists against officials of the Los
Angeles Animal Care and Control.

The  tiny  dogs  have  “severe

See STORIES, Page 4

A project
with a $5.6
billion price

tag was approved by the U.S. House
of Representatives to encourage the
private sector to develop and stock-
pile vaccines to combat biological
and chemical attack.

Project Bioshield conjures up
thoughts of science fiction and fan-
tasy. However, it is now a product of
the world we have lived in since Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

Under this bill, the government
would encourage the private sector
to develop and stockpile vaccines and
drugs to combat biological and
chemical attack. Under this bill, the
government could relax federal ac-
quisition procedures for some medi-
cines and vaccines in an emergency
situation, expedite normal peer re-
view processes for grants related to
bioterrorism, and allow the govern-
ment to make certain treatments
available to the public before ap-
proval by the Food and Drug Admin-

Project encourages stockpiling
of bio-terrorism vaccines

istration (FDA).
Project Bioshield is another impor-

tant step we need to take to prepare
first responders and medical experts
in case of an attack. We need to en-
sure that medical professionals from
whom you will seek help are fully
prepared to diagnose and treat prob-
lems that could develop.

While a number of emergency-pre-
paredness measures have emerged
since September 11, 2001, commu-
nities across the country have been
developing plans for emergencies
since well before the Al Qaeda at-
tacks. El Paso has been planning
readiness and preparedness proce-
dures since 1998.

In 1998, El Paso received
$300,000 from the Department of
Defense as part of the federal domes-
tic preparedness program. The De-
partment of Justice followed by pro-
viding a $200,000 terrorism grant for
equipment. In 1999, the Department
of Health and Human Services
(HHS) designated El Paso as a “Met-

ropolitan Medical Response System”
(MMRS) city — one of 120 cities
across the country awarded the con-
tract. With this designation, El Paso
received $600,000 to prepare for a
nuclear, biological, and chemical ter-
rorist attack.

El Paso integrated its local first
responders such as the El Paso City/
County Office of Emergency Man-
agement, El Paso and Fort Bliss Fire
Departments, El Paso Emergency
Medical Service, El Paso County
Sheriff’s Office, El Paso City-County
Health and Environmental District,
local hospitals, the Border Patrol, and
the local FBI to create a terror re-
sponse system. This system included
a terror plan and a pharmaceutical
cache so that the area could respond
to a chemical or biological attack and
operate self-sufficiently for 24 hours.

The Department of Health and
Human Services approved El Paso’s
MMRS terrorism plan, a two-year

See REYES, Page 4
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Eye on D.C.  By U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla

Did you know that Texas is the sec-
ond-most popular travel destination
in the United States? With summer
upon us, Texans are busy mapping
out their vacations. The good news
is that an exciting vacation doesn’t
have to include travel agents and
complex flight arrangements. Texans
can find some of the country’s great-
est destinations right here in the 23rd
Congressional District.

Take a stroll down the River Walk
in San Antonio, explore out west or
set up camp at one of the many rec-
reational spots in the southwestern
region of our state. The opportuni-
ties are endless!

I am fortunate to represent some
of the most popular tourist sites in
the world. I encourage residents of
the 23rd District to explore or revisit
some of these famed spots. I have
created a list of hot spots and sum-
mer events that are sure to provide
an exciting and meaningful vacation.
Big Bend National Park

You can enjoy sightseeing by per-
sonal car, backpacking, jeep touring,
camping, fishing, float trips, hiking

Don’t forget the Alamo!
and wildlife viewing just to name a
few of the many activities. Commer-
cial float trips on the Rio Grande are
available through outfitters just out-
side the park. Big Bend National Park
is open year round, 24 hours a day,
seven days per week. For more in-
formation visit www.nps.gov/bibe/
home or call the park at 432-477-
2251.
Alpine/Marfa

• Labor Day Weekend; Big Bend
Balloon Bash and the Marfa Lights
Festival

There are few more amazing sights
than the contrast of colorful hot air
balloons in the morning West Texas
sky above the Alpine Valley against
the Davis Mountains — except per-
haps for the mysterious and unex-
plained Marfa Lights, seen by mo-
torists almost every night of the year.
If you’re looking for wide open
spaces and a touch of mystery this
Labor Day weekend… go West! For
more information visit the Marfa
Chamber of Commerce online or call
them at 800-650-9696.
San Antonio

• The
Alamo and
T h e
Riverwalk

I am proud
that more than 2.5 million people
visit San Antonio each year to see the
4.2 acre complex known worldwide
as “The Alamo.” The Alamo is open
every day of the year except Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day. Visita-
tion hours are 9:00 am to 5:30 pm
Monday through Saturday, and 10:00
am to 5:30 pm on Sunday. The jewel
of San Antonio is the Riverwalk. Af-
ter the Alamo, it’s the most visited
attraction in the State! The Riverwalk
offers a variety of attractions and ac-
tivities including riverboat rides, live
music, art galleries, great shopping,
and world class restaurants. For more
information on the above attractions
visit www.sachamber.org or call 210-
229-210010) 229-2100.
Del Rio/ Lake Amistad

• National Recreation Area
Situated on the U.S.-Mexico Bor-

der and near the city of Del Rio, Lake
Amistad is known primarily for excel-

lent water recreation including: boat-
ing, fishing, swimming, scuba diving
and water-skiing. Areas surrounding
the lake provide opportunities for pic-
nicking, camping and hunting. Ciudad
Acuna is just a short drive from the
lake where visitors can cross the bor-
der for an afternoon of shopping and
authentic Mexican cuisine. For more
information on the lake and the recre-
ation area visit www.nps.gov/amis or
call (830)775-7491.

• Garner State Park
Profound canyons, crystal-clear

streams, towering mesas, and chis-
eled limestone cliffs are among the
many sites that you will discover
within this intriguing terrain. Garner
State Park is found in the northern
part of Uvalde County. Located thirty
miles north of Uvalde and seven
miles north of ConCan, Garner State
Park has ten acres of awe inspiring
riverfront. The park offers camping,
hiking, picnicking, canoeing, fishing,

swimming in the Frio River, minia-
ture golf, paddle boat rentals, juke
box dancing at the concessions build-
ing, and bike riding. “Friends of Gar-
ner State Park” has introduced a new
program called “Cowboy Sunset Ser-
enade.” This program gives an over-
view of the history of the American
Cowboy through songs and cowboy
poetry. These performances are held
from Memorial Day weekend
through Labor Day weekend. For
more information visit
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/garner or
call 830/232-6132.

There are hundreds of ways to
make Texas your vacation destination
this summer. Take joy in the natural
beauty and wonder of our state and
invite a friend “down” to share in the
fun. For more ideas about where to
go with your family in the 23rd Con-
gressional District of Texas, visit our
state’s http://www.TravelTex.com
web site.

I’m often stumped by questions my
children ask. The older they get, the
harder their questions.

What is cancer? Why do we have
tonsils? Who invented the first car?
Why did World War II start?

I have my nose in the encyclope-
dia often or use the Internet for our
research, but their questions are com-
ing faster than I can look them up.
Perhaps as you are answering your
own children’s questions this sum-
mer, you can help us out, too.

Here’s my kids’ big “Why?” list:
1. How does thumping a water-

melon help check for ripeness?
2. Do ticks, mosquitoes and flies

have a purpose other than being
blood suckers and pests?

3. Why are there fish in the ocean?
4. Why are there 26 letters in the

alphabet? Why not 25 or 30?
5. What makes orange juice taste

so sour after you’ve brushed your
teeth?

6. Why will dogs avoid baths but
love to swim in ponds?

7. When will men and women learn
to communicate? (Mom’s question.)

8. Why do things that are good for
you taste so yucky and junk food taste
so good?

9. Why do some people have more
than others?

10. Why did computers used to be
so big and now they are so small?

11. Why does it always rain after

we’ve washed our windows?
12. Why isn’t there a Brother’s Day

or a Sister’s Day?
13. How is music stored on a com-

pact disc?
14. What are freckles for?
15. Why don’t we have hair on the

bottoms of our feet or on the palms
of our hands?

16. If we’ve been swimming all
day, why do we have to come home
and take a bath before bedtime?

17. Why did we hate to take naps
in kindergarten but in first, second,
third and fourth grades that’s all we
could think about by the middle of
the day?

18. Are there really sea monsters?
19. Are there monsters under my

bed?
20. How do seeds know which

plants to grow into? How does a rad-
ish know it’s a radish?

21. Why is there more commercial
time than television program time?

22. Why do girls have to have the
babies?

23. Explain atoms and matter to
me. (Yikes!)

24. Why can’t metal float on wa-
ter and ducks sink to the bottom?

Well, I’ve just been asked why
breakfast isn’t ready yet. I better go.
Have fun with your inquisitive kids
this summer.
______________________________________________________
(c) 2003 King Features Synd., Inc.

For Sanity’s Sake   By Taprina Milburn

The big “Why?” list

Miss an issue? Going out of town?

www.wtccourier.com
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PUBLIC MEETING
The Transportation Policy Board (TPB) of the El Paso
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will hold a
PUBLIC MEETING on FRIDAY, JULY 25, 2003, at
9:00 A.M., at The El Paso MPO Office, c/o The
Gateway Business Center, 10767 Gateway Blvd.
West, Suite 605, El Paso, Texas 79935. A copy of
the agenda can be found on our Web Page at http://
www.elpasompo.org. For more information contact the MPO
Office at (915) 591-9735, Ext. 11.

WTCC: 07/24/03

Tunes For Tots
Music Lessons

for Kids
Ages 

0 to 5

Classes In Horizon
Share the joy of music with
your child whether newborn,
toddler, or pre-school. Enjoy a
musical bonding experience
with your infant. Teach your
toddler musical concepts. Let
your pre-schooler learn the
musical cycle of seasons.
Classes start week of Sept. 26.
Now accepting applications,
space is limited.

Blooming Desert Music School
478-0688

www.musikgarten.org
sybillopez@yahoo.com

Carlisle
Navidomskis

M.Ed., LPC
Family Counselor

By appointment only • Se habla español
Medicaid and insurance accepted

14200 Ashford (915) 433-7727
Horizon City, Texas 79928 cnlpc@earthlink.net

Horizon Family Counseling

behavioral problems” and have be-
come “unsocialized” because of the
environment from which they were
removed last fall. Their feral upbring-
ing has caused them to become dan-
gerous pack animals — some of their
dominant members have attacked
and killed more than a dozen kennel
mates since their incarceration. A
judge is now considering whether to
have them put to death or to attempt
to adopt them out to special families
since they could not thrive in a regu-
lar family environment.

But the news report is all about the
dogs and their impending fate. The
untold story is about the 72-year-old
woman, barely mentioned in two
lines of the report, who was charged
with felony animal cruelty after the
dogs were removed from her home.
What prompted this woman to allow
such conditions to exist that produced
174 blood-thirsty little dogs?

I’ll never know. I probably don’t
want to know. But it only goes to
prove that nothing is as simple as it
seems — that there is some kind of
story behind everyone, every situa-
tion.

That’s something to consider the
next time you feel an odd aversion
to wearing green socks.

Stories
From Page 2
______________________

project, in January 2002. HHS de-
clared the project complete, func-
tional, and meeting all the necessary

requirements to respond to chemical
or biological attack.

In 2002, HHS awarded El Paso an
additional $100,000 to implement an
Interstate/Regional MMRS plan. The
plan calls for El Paso and Doña Ana
County, New Mexico to establish a
regional MMRS plan, and enhance
the ability for both communities to
assist each other in the event of a ter-
rorism attack.

Since 1998, El Paso has received
$1.25 million from various federal
agencies, including the Department
of Justice, Department of Defense,
and the Department of Health and
Human Services. In addition, El Paso
just received a $2.148 million grant

from the Department of Homeland
Security through Texas A&M’s Texas
Engineering Extension Service
(TEEX) for emergency preparedness.

With the cooperation of all of our
local first responders, El Paso con-
tinues to prepare for a possible bio-
logical and chemical attack. Through
their efforts — and with the increased
funding that will be provided through
Project Bioshield — our community
is assured that we will be better pre-
pared if an attack should occur. The
talent and drive that exists among El
Paso’s first responders is second to
none. I applaud their efforts and hope
that other communities are similarly
blessed.

Reyes
From Page 2
______________________

Sophomores-Thursday, Aug. 7;
Juniors-Friday, Aug. 8; and Se-
niors-Tuesday, Aug. 12. “After
Friday, Aug. 15, schedules will
remain as issued unless there are
extenuating circumstances,” said
Brown. New high school students
in the district should stop by the
CHS Office to register as soon as
possible. New students should
bring social security card, a util-
ity bill, shot records, and report
card or transcript from previous
school. For more information, call
the CHS Office, at 877-7500.

■ San Elizario ISD will hold
registration at all schedules
according to the following
schedules:
• Loya Primary – Aug. 6, 8 a.m.
– 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.
• Alarcón Elementary – July 28
and 29; 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
• Borrego Elementary - July 28
and 29; 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
• Sambrano Elementary
registered July 18.
• Middle School - Uniform
vendors will be available during
Middle School registration:
6th grade - Aug. 5, 9 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m.
7th grade - Aug. 6, 9 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m.
8th grade - Aug. 7, 9 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m.
Late registration is Aug. 8, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m.
• High School

9th grade - Aug. 5, 8 a.m. to 3
p.m.
10th grade - Aug. 6, 8 a.m. to 3
p.m.
11th and 12th grade - Aug. 7, 8
a.m. to 3 p.m.
New students and late registration
- Aug. 8, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
■ “Back to School” mini swap
meet, sponsored by the Church of
the Incarnation, is offering an op-
portunity to buy, sell or trade. Open
to everyone, with spaces rented for
$5 each, the event will be Satur-
day, July 26, 7 a.m. to noon, at
15000 Darrington Road in Horizon
City. Vendors are welcome. For
information call Holly Truesdale,
852-3954.

■ Clint Independent School Dis-
trict Site Base Decision Making
(SBDM) Committee is soliciting
community, business, and parent
volunteers to participate in the
2003-2004 SBDM Committee.
The SBDM works with the
District’s set of goals to develop
activities that will accomplish these
goals. The committee meets once
every six weeks at 7:45 a.m. at the
new central office on Horizon Blvd.
If you are interested in becoming a
member, call the office of Superin-
tendent Dr. Donna Smith at 851-
2878 for an application.

■ Horizon Middle/High School
will provide physicals for athletes
in grades 7th-10th at the school on
Saturday, Aug. 2 at 1 p.m. Cost is
$10 per student.

■ The Socorro ISD Community
Service program is offering com-

puter classes for adults beginning
July 28. Registration will begin
July 23. Beginning and interme-
diate classes will be offered in
Microsoft Office, the internet, us-
ing e-mail and keyboarding.
Classes will be at 313 S. Rio Vista
in Socorro and are open to all
community members 18 years
and older. For more information
call 937-1700 or 937-1704.

■ With a fast-approaching appli-
cation deadline of Aug. 4, the
DPS is stepping up efforts to at-
tract trooper applicants to an Oc-
tober recruit school. “We have an
urgent need for trooper-trainees to
offset retirements and to fill
trooper openings associated with
NAFTA,” said DPS Director Col.
Thomas Davis Jr. “We need an
immediate influx of applicants to
ensure a quality, diversified ap-
plicant pool to fill our next recruit
school.” The six-month training
academy will start Oct. 13 in Aus-
tin. Application packets can be
picked up at the nearest DPS of-
fice and information is on the
DPS Web site,
www.txdps.state.tx.us <http://
www.txdps.state.tx.us/> or by
calling toll-free 1-866-
TXTROOP (898-7667). An appli-
cant must be a U.S. citizen, at
least 20 years of age and have
completed 90 hours of college
credit. Law enforcement, jailer or
military experience may be used
toward fulfilling the college re-
quirement. Applicants’ back-
grounds are carefully scrutinized
for prior criminal history. DPS is
an equal opportunity employer.

Briefs
From Page 1
______________________

a “10-foot hole from which there is no
way out.” He added, “I’m surprised
somebody didn’t drown.”

He said the flooding appears to be
result of grading behind the new Tor-
nillo High School that changed the
flow of an arroyo. He said the school
district had removed soil from the
area to use at the construction site of
the Tornillo middle school — a pro-
cess for which they did not have to
have a permit, he said.

A flood control plan for the entire
rural area of the county has been in
the works for years, however, the

growing number of people living and
building in the formerly uninhabited
areas has made flooding and prop-
erty damage a major issue.

Relief to some parts of the county
may already be on the way, accord-
ing to an announcement this week
from Congressman Silvestre Reyes.
He said $235,000 for preconstruction
engineering and design for the Sparks
Arroyo Flood Control Project was
recently earmarked in the 2004 En-
ergy and Water Apprpriations Bill.

A relief fund account has been set
up to accept donations to help the
New Life Home recuperate from the
disaster. The account is at the First
National Bank, account number
100468322. Information is at 764-
3019 or 490-4482.

Flood
From Page 1
______________________

advocate,” she adds, “nothing less
than the best is acceptable for the
youth; that is non-negotiable. I have
become more passionate about it.
That is non-negotiable.”

This was not always the
case for Baquera who be-
gan her education career in
1973 as a teacher at Bel Air
High School in the Ysleta
school district. She taught
until 1997 at which time
she went into the adminis-
trative field. She served as
assistant principal at
Eastwood, Riverside and
Del Valle High Schools
before coming to San Elizario.

At first she says she focused pri-
marily on teaching the subject mat-
ter. Later on, she changed. She shifted
the emphasis from teaching the sub-
ject matter to teaching the children.
She felt that, in putting the priority
on teaching the children, that the sub-
ject matter would fall into place.

Why this approach?
She puts it in blunt, non-academic

terms. She remembers being taught

by “lousy teachers.” She remembers
working with some “lousy teachers.”

Baquera meets with her teachers
on Aug. 12 and classes begin Aug.
18. “I look forward to building strong
relationships of collaboration, sup-
port and collegiality (with them).

“I hope the teachers will work with
me to meet high academic goals for

students. That they will be
more passionate. I am sure
they have passion, but pas-
sion has to grow. I think it
will.”

To help the teachers
meet the goals for stu-
dents’ successes, she is tar-
geting staff development
to provide them with the
tools to improve the level
of instruction. Predictably,
she adds, “less than the

best for students is non-negotiable.”
She expresses no reservations or

doubts about taking over as princi-
pal of a high school.

“I know what to do. I am ready for
this job. I have been waiting for this
opportunity. I am going into this job
with confidence.”

Three factors attracted Baquera to
San Elizario.

First, she saw that the high school
had achieved success in the past,

earning Recognized status. Secondly,
the size was manageable. She came
to San Elizario, with a student popu-
lation of 1,100, from Del Valle that
had a student population of 1,800.

The third reason is the community

itself. She was born in El Paso, but
raised in Mexico. She came to Ysleta
at age 12. She finds similarities between
the two communities — both are tradi-
tional, conservative and Hispanic.

She says with a smile that she

hopes her passion for helping stu-
dents succeed becomes “infectious,”
spreading through the school system
and the community.

“Children are the most precious
resource that our nation has.”

Principal
From Page 1
______________________

Maria Baquera
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View from here   By  Jerry Patterson

Canutillo Independent School District
Public Notice of Non-Discrimination
It is the policy of the Canutillo Independent School Dis-
trict to prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, or age, disability, military
status, or any other basis prohibited by law.

The Canutillo Independent School District is fully com-
mitted to meeting its responsibilities as specified by Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended Title IX
of the Education Amendments of 1972; prohibiting sex
discrimination, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, as amended; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975,
as amended; and the American Disabilities Act (ADA).

Canutillo Independent School District will take steps to
ensure that lack of English language skills will not be a
barrier to admission and participation in all educational
and vocational programs.

For information about your rights or grievance procedures,
contact the Title IX Coordinator, Renee O’Donnell, (915)
877-7400 and/or the Section 504 Coordinator, Karen
Judd, (915) 877-7433.

• Office: 7965 Artcraft Road, El Paso, Texas 79932
• Mail: P.O. Box 100, Canutillo, Texas 79835

Notificación Pública
En base a la ley, es norma del Distrito Independiente Escolar
de Canutillo el no discriminar por motivos de raza, color de
piel, nacionalidad, sexo, incapacidad, edad ó categoría militar.

El Distrito Independiente Escolar de Canutillo esta
comprometido a cumplir con las responsabilidades
especificadas en las enmiendas al Titulo VI del Acta de
Derechos Civiles de 1964, El Titulo IX de Educación de 1972
que prohíbe la discriminación en base al sexo, la Sección 504
del Decreto de Rehabilitación de 1973, El Decreto de
Discriminación en base a la edad de 1975 y El Decreto de
Incapacidades en América. (ADA).

El Distrito Independiente Escolar de Canutillo implantara
las medidas necesarias para asegurar que la falta de habilidad
en el uso del idioma ingles no sea un obstáculo para la admisión
y participación en los programas educativos y vocacionales.

Para obtener mas información sobres sus derechos o
proc ed imiento s  para  que ja s ,  c omunicar s e  l a
Coordinadora del Titulo IX, Renee O’Donnell, (915)
877-74400 y/o al Coordinador de la Sección 504,
Karen Judd, (915) 877-7433.

• Oficina: 7965 Artcraft Road, El Paso, Texas 79832
• Envío: P.O. Box 100, Canutillo, Texas 79835

WTCC: 07/24/03

Fifty years ago this week, America
agreed to an unsteady peace on the
Korean peninsula after three years of
bloody fighting. On July 27, 1953 the
United States, North Korea and
China signed an armistice which
stopped the war. Today, the 38th par-
allel divides North from South, and
the intervening demilitarized zone is
still a boundary between freedom and
tyranny.

Some will say the war in Korea
was a “police action” led by the
United Nations. Others may say we
failed to achieve a victory because
three years of fighting ended in a
stalemate, with Korea remaining a
divided country to this day. The fact
remains, however, were it not for
U.S. military intervention, the entire
Korean peninsula would have been
overrun. The prosperous, democratic
Republic of Korea that emerged af-
ter the war is one of our strongest

No more forgotten wars
economic and diplomatic partners in
the area.

Over 100,000 Americans were
wounded in Korea, and 36,000
Americans, including more than
1,700 from Texas, were killed in ac-
tion, yet popular culture has dubbed
this conflict the “forgotten war.”

Rest assured, thousands of Korean
War veterans living today have not
forgotten that war. They live with
their memories, and possibly their
wounds. And they see a new genera-
tion of American men and women
fighting on foreign soil to bring free-
dom to a threatened population.

The parallels with today’s conflict
in Iraq are subtle but important. Both
conflicts were initiated by Presiden-
tial mandate under a U.N. resolution
without an official declaration of war.
In both conflicts, the definition of
victory was debated. Both conflicts
involved a multinational force, with

Social Security Q&A   By Ray Vigil

July marks the 13th anniversary of
the passage of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA). And although
there is no direct correlation between
the provisions of that legislation and
the Social Security program, there is
no doubt that many people who de-
rive benefits from ADA are also So-
cial Security disability beneficiaries.
So this would be a good time to pro-
vide an overview of the Social Secu-
rity disability program.

Disability coverage was added to
the Social Security Act in 1956. The
benefits are funded by a portion of
the Social Security payroll tax. Out
of every dollar you pay in Social Se-
curity taxes, about 12 cents is fun-
neled into the trust fund used to fi-
nance disability benefits.

As with Social Security retirement
benefits, you must be “insured” to
qualify for disability benefits. You are
insured if you worked and earned
enough “credits.” Currently, you get
one credit for each $890 you earn,
not to exceed four credits per year.
But, unlike the simple rules for the
retirement program that essentially
say you are insured once you earn 40
credits, the disability provisions are
a little more complex. Generally, the

A closer look at the Social
Security disability law

younger you are, the fewer credits
you’ll need.

The definition of disability in So-
cial Security law is generally consid-
ered a strict one. You may be consid-
ered disabled if you cannot do work
you did before and you cannot ad-
just to other work because of your
medical conditions. We consider your
medical conditions and your age,
education, past work experience and
any job-related skills you may have.
Your disability also must last or be
expected to last for at least a year or
to result in death. While some pro-
grams pay benefits for partial disabil-
ity or for short-term disability, Social
Security does not. The law assumes
that workers have access to other
kinds of benefits and support, such
as worker’s compensation or insur-
ance, during periods of short-term
disabilities.

Because of the legal definition of
disability, it is important that you tell
us about all of your medical condi-
tions and about how they affect your
ability to work or function in every-
day life. It is equally important to
provide us with the names and ad-
dresses of doctors, hospitals, clinics
and laboratories where you received

treatment or tests for your disability.
We need to get a copy of your medi-
cal records to help us make a deci-
sion in your case.

If you provide us with all the in-
formation we need, you should get a
decision in 3 to 4 months. If your
claim is approved, your benefits gen-
erally will start six months from the
date your disability began. How
much you get depends on your past
earnings. A simple rule of thumb is
that the more money you made while
working, the higher your Social Se-
curity disability benefit will be. How-
ever, because of the formula used,
people who earn lower wages receive
a higher percentage of their earnings.
Many times, we also can pay benefits
to your spouse and minor children.
In 2003, the average Social Security
disability benefit to a disabled per-
son with a spouse and one minor
child is $1,395 per month.

If your disability claim is turned
down, and you believe we made a
wrong decision, you have 60 days to
file an appeal. Obviously, the sooner
you file this appeal, the sooner we
can start to work on a review of your
claim.
______________________________________________________
For more information visit your local
social security office, see
www.socialsecurity.gov or call us at
1-800-772-1213. If you have any ques-
tions that you would like to have an-
swered, mail them to the Social Secu-
rity Office, 11111 Gateway West, Attn:
Ray Vigil, El Paso, Texas 79935.

the United States military clearly
shouldering much of the burden and
taking most of the casualties.

If the U.S. had not intervened,
communist North Korea would have
overrun the entire peninsula. North
Korea is now threatening the world,
yet imagine if they had been un-
checked at the 38th parallel in 1953.
Imagine the threat to the United
States that would be posed today by
unified Korea under the mad dicta-
tor Kim Chong-il.

Similarly, 50 years from now, hind-
sight may prove U.S. military inter-
vention prevented an even larger
threat to the world by ending Saddam
Hussein’s reign in Iraq.

Regardless of political or diplo-
matic squabbling, the men and
women of the United States military
carried out their duties with honor
and courage. In Korea, the amphibi-
ous landing at Inchon and subsequent
liberation of Seoul in September
1950 was one of the most successful
and ingenious American campaigns
ever recorded. This year’s lightning-
fast advance of U.S. and coalition
forces into Iraq, and the liberation of

Baghdad will be similarly remem-
bered.

Yet, for half a century, men and
women who served in Korea and
lived to tell about it, have had to en-
dure a perception that their service
was of less importance than the vet-
erans of World War II. Popular cul-
ture venerates actions at places like
Normandy and Midway - and rightly
so. But who remembers a hit movie
about Osan, Inchon, or the Chosin
Reservoir?

In 50 years, will Americans re-
member the courage of U.S. troops
at Basrah, Umm Qasr, or An
Nasiriyah?

In each battle, American troops
died in the cause of freedom.

We have an obligation to do all we
can not only for the veterans of “the
greatest generation” but for every
generation. Whether the veteran re-
turned home 50 years ago, or comes
home next month, they are all deserv-
ing of our respect and gratitude.

Perhaps more importantly, they

have earned the rights to special
privileges and benefits. Here in
Texas, veterans can take advantage
of a wide range of special programs,
many of which are offered by a state
agency I chair, the Texas Veterans
Land Board. From low interest loans
for land or home purchase to high-
quality long-term care, the Veterans
Land Board spends every day ensur-
ing that Texas veterans receive the
tangible benefits due to those who
risk their lives on our behalf.

So as we remember a war that
ended 50 years ago this week and
took 36,570 American lives, we
should look to the future. We must
not let today’s battles become
tomorrow’s forgotten war.
______________________________________________________
Jerry Patterson is Texas Land Com-
missioner and Chairman of the Texas
Veterans Land Board. For more in-
formation on state veterans benefits
in Texas, visit:
www.texasveterans.com
or call 1-800-252-VETS.

Inspection of commercial buses
expanded to include random checks

The Texas Department of Public
Safety and the Texas Bus Association
today announced the expansion of a
commercial bus inspection program
designed to improve traffic safety in
Texas.

The effort began as a pilot program
that ran from December 2002
through March 2003 at five  weigh
stations across the state. While ter-
minal and destination inspections are
commonplace, this was the first time
en route commercial bus inspections
were done on a regular basis.

The expanded program will now
include numerous inspection sites.
Charter, tour and scheduled buses

will be required to come in for in-
spection whenever an additional sign
is posted. Bus inspections, like truck
inspections, will take place on a ran-
dom basis.

“The expansion of this program
will increase scrutiny on bus drivers
and bus equipment, which we hope
will prevent a tragedy before it hap-
pens,” said Col. Thomas A. Davis Jr.,
DPS director.

One of the first bus inspections that
took place during the pilot program
resulted in the DWI arrest of a char-
ter bus driver on I-45 north of Hous-
ton in Walker County. During the 90-
day test period, DPS inspected 218

buses. Of those, 16 drivers and 17
buses were placed out of service for
various violations.

The sites selected had to be ad-
equate to safely accommodate the
bus inspections in addition to the
normal truck traffic. The sites were
also evaluated for nearby facilities for
passenger convenience and safety if
a bus is placed out of service.

Inspections will focus on the bus
driver’s commercial driver license,
medical certificate and driver log-
books. The bus equipment also will be
inspected, focusing on brakes, lights,
tires and weight to ensure compliance
with federal and state regulations.
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Classified Ads

By  Steve Escajeda�
Special to the Courier

LEGALS

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Invitation to
RFQ:

Sealed bids/pro-
posals/CSP to fur-
nish the District with
the following prod-
ucts and/or ser-
vices will be ac-
cepted at the fol-
lowing times:

LEGAL
SERVICES
(GENERAL
COUNSEL)
CSP NO.

199-0728-0385
TUESDAY,

JULY 29, 2003,
10:00 A.M.

Proposals will be
received at Busi-
ness Services
Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El
Paso, Texas  79928
until the specified
times. Detailed
specifications are
available from the
above office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4

p.m. Mondays
through Fridays.
WTCC-07/24/03
________________________

CANUTILLO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

NOTICE
TO ALL

INTERESTED
PARTIES

Federal and State
Regulation Materi-
als Programs re-
quire that all stu-
dents, staff, par-
ents, and other in-
terested parties be
provided informa-
tion on these man-
dated programs.

PEST
CONTROL

TREATMENT
PROGRAM

NOTICE

The Canutillo Inde-
pendent School
District manages a
Pest Control Pro-
gram in accordance
with Integrated Pest
Management pro-
cedures prescribed

by the Texas Struc-
tural Pest Control
Board.

The District pro-
vides pest control
services in-house.
The District pesti-
cide applicator is li-
censed through the
Texas Structural
Pest Control Board.
The applicator has
been scheduled to
perform indoor ap-
plications of pesti-
cides on a monthly
basis. On occasion,
requests are made
for indoor pesticide
applications for
special purposes.

Information on the
times and types of
pesticide applica-
tions is available at
the request of the
parents, guardians,
or managing con-
servators. Informa-
tion may be ob-
tained by writing to:

Department for
Support Services
Canutillo Indepen-
dent
School District
P.O. Box 100

Canutillo, Texas
79835

ASBESTOS
MANAGEMENT

PLAN
PROGRAM

NOTICE

The Canutillo Inde-
pendent School
District, in compli-
ance with govern-
ment regulations
requiring the devel-
opment of a written
plan for the man-
agement of Asbes-
tos Containing
Building materials
(ACBM’s) in
schools, maintains
on record, a man-
agement Plan for
each campus and
facility.

School Districts na-
tionwide have ex-
panded a great
amount of effort and
substantial number
of dollars in identify-
ing materials in our
buildings which may
contain even small
amounts of asbes-
tos. Many of these
materials are the
same materials we

may have in our
homes: some are
located in areas not
accessible to stu-
dents or teachers;
others are covered
with protective cov-
ering which restrict
direct access. The
intent of the govern-
ment requirements
is to identify these
materials and de-
velop a written
document dealing
with the ways of
managing them to
ensure that they
continue to be non-
threatening.

A mandated 3-year
reinspection was
recently completed
and was placed on
record at the
District’s main office
and at each school.
The EPA requires
that schools per-
form both visual
and physical as-
sessments of con-
dition of asbestos
containing materi-
als in the schools in
the form of a six-
month periodic sur-
veillance inspection
and a three-year re-
inspection, respec-
tively. Asbestos
abatement activity
is scheduled in the
schools to facilitate
planned renovation
projects and main-
tenance work in
schools where as-
bestos is present.
All activities involv-
ing asbestos are re-
corded in the Man-
agement Plans and
are available for re-
view during normal
business hours at
either the school’s
administrative of-
fice or the Support
Services Office,
7710 Cap Carter
Rd. Copies can be
obtained for a nomi-
nal fee.

AVISO A

TODAS LAS
PERSONAS

INTERESADAS

Los programas
sobre materiales
reglamentados por
el gobierno estatal
y federal requiren
que todos los
estudiantes, per-
sonal, padres, y
otras personas
interesadas les sea
p r o v i s t o
información tocante
a estos programas
obligatorios.

AVISO DEL
PROGRAMA DE
TRATAMIENTO

PARA
CONTROL DE

PLAGAS

El Distrito Escolar
Independiente de
Canutillo administra
un programa de
control de plagas
en conformidad con
los procedimientos
prescritos por la
junta del Control de
Plagas Estructural
de Texas. El
Aplicador ha sido
programado para
que haga
a p l i c a c i o n e s
interiores de
insecticidas una
vez al mes. Hay
ocasiones en que
se hagan
aplicaciones de
insecticidas en el
interior de edificios
por razones
especiales.

A petición de los pa-
dres, guardianes o
c o n s e r v a d o r e s
dirigentes, esta
disponible la
información tocante
a las horas y tipos
de pesticidas que
se usaran en las
aplicaciones. Está
información se
puede obtener
escribiendo al:

Department for

Support Services
Canutillo Indepen-
dent
School District
P.O. Box 100
Canutillo, Texas
79835

AVISO DEL
PROGRAMA
DEL PLAN
PARA EL

CONTROL DE
ASBESTOS

El Distrito Escolar
Independiente de
Canutillo, en
conformidad con
los reglamentos del
gobierno que
requiren el
desarrollo de un
plan escrito para el
control de
materiales de
construcción que
contienen asbestos
(ACBM’s) en las
escuelas, mantiene
en archivos un plan
para cada escuela
o edificio del distrito
escolar.

Distritos Escolares
atraves del pais
han invertido una
gran cantidad de
esfuerzo y una
cantidad sustancial
de dólares en
identificar aquellos
materiales en
nuestros edificios
que pueden
contener aun
p e q u e ñ a s
cantidades de as-
bestos. Muchos de
estos materiales so
los mismos
materiales que
tenemos en
nuestros hogares;
algunos se
encuentran en ar-
eas que no son
accesibles a los
estudiantes o mae-
stros, otros estan
cubiertos con
capas protectoras
que no permiten el
accesso directo. La
intención de los
reglamentos del

ANTHONY
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL DISTRICT
Secretarial Position for Middle

School

Organize and manage the routine work
activities of a busy campus. Provide
clerical services to administration and
other staff members. Work well with stu-
dents, parents, and staff.

Qualifications: Excellent communi-
cation skills are required. Previous sec-

retarial experience desired, preferably
in a public school environment. Ability
to use personal computer and software
for word processing, to develop spread-
sheets, as well as to create data-bases.
Knowledgeable in Public Education In-
formation Management System
(PEIMS).

Application Procedures:
Anthony ISD
Administrative Office
886-6500
610 Sixth Street
Anthony, TX  79821
Office Hours: 7:30 - 3:30
Start Date: July 18, 2003
Closing Date: July 25, 2003

Anthony ISD is an equal opportunity
employer and does not discriminate on
the basis of race, national origin, reli-
gion, age, sex, marital status, or dis-
ability in compliance with federal and
state law.

gobierno es de
identificar estos
materiales y
desarrollar un
documento escrito
que trate las
maneras de
controlarios y asi
asegurar que no
sean peligrosos.

Una reinspección
obligatoria cada 3
años fue
r e c i e n t e m e n t e
terminada y la
información fue
archivada en la
oficina de
Administración del
distrito escolar y en
cada escuela. La
EPA (Agencia
Protectiva del
Ambiente) require
que las escuelas
lleven a cabo
i n s p e c c i ó n e s
visuales y fisicas de
la condición de
aquellos materiales
que contienen
asbesto, por medio
de una vigilancia o
inspección cada 6-
meses, y una
reinspección cada
3 - a ñ o s
repectivamente. El
control de asbesto
en las escuelas en
programado para
facilitar todos los
proyectos de
renovación y de
mantenimiento de
proyestos en las
escuelas donde
hay asbesto. Todas
las actividades que
implican asbesto
son anotados y
archivadas en los
planes de
administración y
pueden ser
revisados durante
las horas de oficina
de la escuela o en
las Oficinas de
Support Services,
7710 Cap Carter
Rd. Se puede
obtener copias por
un costo bajo.
WTCC: 08/31/03
______________________________

GARAGE
SALES

YARD SALE:
United Methodist
Church, 201
McKinney in Clint.
Aug. 8, 1 pm to 6
pm and Aug. 9, 8
am to 5 pm.
Clothes, shoes,
mattress, micro-
wave, TV, bar
stools, linens, toys,
old cash register,
suitcases, and
much more!
________________________

HELP
WANTED

National pharmacy
referral service now
hiring home tele-
phone workers na-
tionwide. Lead gen-
erators, recruiters,
sales, and manage-
ment positions. In-
terview now at 773-
379-4645. 100% le-
gitimate training
provided.
10/9
____________________________

REAL
ESTATE

LOTS FOR SALE:
3/4 acres, utilities,
financing available.
Close to schools,
amenities. 852-
3069 or 433-7557.
08/28
________________________

SERVICES

“Windshield
Ding — Gimme

a Ring”
JIFFY GLASS

REPAIR
Windshield Repair

Specialists
By appt. at your
home or office:

R.V. Dick
Harshberger

915-852-9082
________________________

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE

REPAIR
Domestic and

Foreign
852-3523

1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

________________________

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079

• Electric rooter ser-
vice for sewers and
drains
• Appliance installa-
tion
• Many other
plumbing services
Licensed, bonded

and insured for
your protection.

________________________

FLAT ROOF
FLOUNDERING?

Foam It!
(915) 355-FOAM

(3626)
Inverse

Coatings
www.inversecoatings.com
________________________

I’ve been scratching my head all week won-
dering what the heck it is in the water cooler at
the men’s basketball offices at UTEP that make
current and former Miners head coaches about
as dumb as dirt.

And I’m sorry if I’ve offended any piles of
dirt out there.

But why can’t the basketball coaches stay
out of trouble? I mean really, is it that difficult
a thing to do?

First Jason Rabedeaux has trouble remem-
bering his marriage vows… over and over
again.

Then Billy Gillispie has trouble knowing
when to say when.

And now legend Don Haskins, known to
indulge in a little fire-water from time to time,
is arrested as he is caught allegedly driving
down the road more from side-to-side than
straight ahead.

All three coaches have embarrassed both
themselves and the university in the span of a
year. That’s enough to cause UTEP president

Contributions made by the Bear far outweigh his mistakes
Diana Natalicio to blow her bun.

Now I’ve got to admit something to every-
one. I know I usually hold a pretty hard line
against athletes or coaches who break the law.

It’s always been hard for me to feel sorry for
an athlete who gets on TV and cries for the
camera saying how life has dealt him a bad
card when he’s got $20-million sitting in the
bank.

But in this case I have to make an exception.
When I weigh what someone has done for

an entire community and even a nation, com-
pared to a mistake in a truck on a particular
evening — I have to be practical.

Case in point, Rabedeaux was here a short
time and hadn’t done much for the city when
he got into big trouble. So the passion isn’t
there.

Gillispie was here an even shorter time and
had done less for El Paso than even Rabedeaux
when he got into his trouble drinking and driv-
ing one night.

And now we have Don “the Bear” Haskins.
Thirty-eight years as coach of the UTEP Min-
ers. A national championship, countless WAC
titles, tournament and NIT appearances, break-
ing racial stereo-types and 719 times we went

to bed happy because the Miners won under
Haskins.

No one, not Sam Donaldson, not Lee
Trevino, not Rich Beem… not even Richard
Ramirez has done more to put the city of El
Paso in the map nationally, than Don Haskins.

Did he make a stupid mistake? Of course he
did, I’m sure even he’ll say he did something
stupid. But when you weigh all the good he
has done for this area, to what he did the other
night — the scale is still heavily tilted in his
favor.

I’m not saying he’s above the law, none of
us are, but when you compare the good versus
the bad… it isn’t even fair.

So before we rush to bring down this hero
let’s take a second and think about what this
town would be like if Haskins had never come
here.

Who knows, the best thing at UTEP over the
last 30 years could have been the football team.

I’m innocent… kind of
Did you happen to catch the Kobe Bryant

press conference last week? The one Kobe fig-
ured that he’d better do once the Colorado po-
lice got the positive DNA results back from

the lab.
Kobe gave the traditional “feel sorry for me,

I’m a victim” speech with his wife at his side,
complete with tears and sniffling.

At one point I was stunned when Kobe
looked right into the camera, sitting right next
to his wife, and said that he did not force his
female accuser to do anything and that he was
only guilty of committing adultery.

All I know is that I better be wearing a hel-
met if I was beside my wife and admitted that
I only committed adultery.

Only adultery… like that was excusable.
Like that was the equivalent of spitting on the
sidewalk.

Kobe turned to his wife and said that he loved
her with all of his heart. I guess the rest of his
body is up for grabs.

Do I think Kobe forced the 19-year old
woman to do anything against her will? No, I
really don’t.

But if you had asked me a few weeks a go if
I believed Kobe would have committed adul-
tery against his wife… I would have said no to
that as well.

So nothing in this case will surprise me —
and that’s a sad comment on today’s athlete.
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Comix

King Super Crossword

OUT ON A LIMB  By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES  By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

COMPARATIVE
ZOOLOGY
ACROSS

    1 Dog star?
    5 Iraqi city
  10 “Norwegian _”
(’65 song)
  14 Act like Etna
  18 Towel word
  19 Startled cry
  20 Feminist Belmont
  21 _ Gras
  22 Elusive
  25 Shun
  26 Brando’s
birthplace
  27 Part of ER
  28 Synthetic textile
  30 Exploit
  31 Pipeline place
  34 Fairway
accessory
  36 _ es Salaam
  37 Adored one
  38 Relaxed
  42 Scads
  43 Future of the
present
  46 Be bombastic
  47 Smash letters
  48 Faux -
  49 Unfashionable
  50 Warehouse
  51 Clean-air org.
  53 Bog
  56 Crested reptile
  58 Vision

  61 Novelist Carr
  63 Lingerie item
  64 “Blame It on _”
(’84 film)
  65 Flatfish
  66 Directional suffix
  67 Broccoli _
  69 Sage
  74 Melodious
Marvin
  75 _ trip
  76 Sitarist Shankar
  77 “Xanadu” rockers
  78 Cul-de- _
  79 Disciplinarian
  81 Sprite
  83 Strauss opera
  86 Fancy
  87 Teacup part
  89 Designer
Carolyne
  91 _ -Magnon
  92 Police acronym
  93 Zilch
  95 Monty Python’s
Eric
  96 Related
  97 Show off
  99 Docile
104 Irish island group
105 Pressure meas.
106 K-O connectors
107 School supply
110 Cratchit kid
111 Sentinel
113 Zenith
116 “Beat it!”

118 Stir
120 Fit
124 Hilarious Hardy
125 Like some
textbooks
126 Bean or Welles
127 A bit of Berlioz
128 Requirement
129 Baseball’s Nolan
130 Wretched
131 “Confound it!”

DOWN
    1 Comment from
Chan
    2 Actress Diamond
    3 Experiment
    4 “The _ Jungle”
(’50 film)
    5 “Toodle-oo!”
    6 Broadcast
    7 _ terrier
    8 Enlarge a hole
    9 Sometimes
they’re frozen
  10 Pale
  11 Dairy-case
purchase
  12 Go to extremes
  13 Cowboys’ home
  14 Bankbook abbr.
  15 Vain
  16 New Jersey city
  17 Very
  21 TV’s “Chico and
the _”
  23 El _, TX

  24 Zones
  29 Nev. neighbor
  32 Asian nation
  33 PDQ, politely
  35 Wading bird
  37 Japanese
porcelain
  39 “Dukes of
Hazzard” deputy
  40 Dress
  41 “Alley _”
  43 Luau dish
  44 Holidayless mo.
  45 Obstinate
  48 Gdansk denizen
  50 Genes designer?
  52 Lhasa _
  53 Grind grain
  54 Nimble
  55 Rational
  57 Is for two
  59 Actress Scala
  60 Biblical book
  62 “_ sweet it is!”
  67 San _, Italy
  68 Thickening agent
  69 Ebb
  70 “_ Gotta Be Me”
(’69 hit)
  71 Location
  72 Clay, today
  73 Karate-chopping
Chuck
  74 Four qts.
  76 Rudner or Gam
  78 Jaffe of 4 Down
  80 Spoken for

  81 Ruffle
  82 Jedi instructor
  83 Clip
  84 Med. test
  85 Tons of time
  88 Tiny colonist
  90 Model
Macpherson
  94 Paul of “Melvin
and Howard”
  96 Run away
  97 Benefactor
  98 Baltimore bird
  99 Scholastic abbr.
100 Wet Williams
101 Well
102 Mainstay
103 Prepare potatoes
108 Blunder
109 Jamaican cultist
111 Elfin
112 “That’s a
scream!”
114 Dame Hess
115 Orient
117 Competition
119 Silly Caesar
121 China’s _ Biao
122 Tippler
123 “_ Day Now” (’62
hit)

Answer Page 6

By Don Flood
When you hit the road this sum-

mer you will be in more danger
than you know — and not just be-
cause you’re a terrible driver.

(Everybody says so!)
According to an article in Shape

magazine, the following foods
“spell disaster not only for your
beautiful abs and shapely thighs,
they’re also big trouble when
you’re behind the wheel.”

These, in order, are the Most Dan-
gerous Foods While Driving: cof-
fee, hot soup, tacos, chili, hamburg-
ers, barbecued food, fried chicken,
jelly-and-crème-filled doughnuts,
soft drinks and chocolate.

(Frankly, I don’t know what the
big deal is about chocolate, but I’ve
read that women like chocolate
more than sex, so maybe a candy
bar is just a little too distracting.)

The danger, as you might imag-
ine, is that if you eat these foods
while driving, your arteries will
clog up and you’ll have a coronary
and jump the median into the
southbound lanes of the New Jer-
sey Turnpike — ruining your va-
cation perhaps but earning you a
prominent spot on the 11 o’clock
news.

OK, OK — the real problem is
that eating and drinking can dis-
tract you, so do the safe thing: pull
over, stretch your legs and enjoy a
leisurely meal.

HA! Like that’s going to happen!
We’re Americans! We’re in a

mad dash to have fun, and besides,
if we weren’t meant to drink sodas
while driving then how come God
gave us cup-holders.

The key is to enjoy safe foods,
such as:

• Celery sticks
Yeah, right! No one eats celery

sticks on vacation.

Beware dangerous foods
After all, you’ve been starving

yourself for upward of 20 minutes
just so you can indulge yourself!
You deserve it!

But here are some foods that you
can enjoy safely while cruising
down the highway at 110 mph, as-
suming of course you’re in the
slow lane.

• Lobster with drawn butter —
If you shove the lobster into the
cup-holder, you’ll find it also
makes a nifty lobster-holder.

Tip: When driving alone, don’t
crack the shell while passing 18-
wheelers.

Also, safety experts caution that
lobsters should be pre-cooked. Do
not attempt to cook live lobsters
while driving, unless you have the
“lobster package” now available in
some fine automobiles.

• Fondue — All the rage a couple
of decades ago, fondue has always
had a big drawback: It’s messy.

That’s why the family car is the
perfect place to enjoy this fun fa-
vorite. Your car’s a wreck anyhow,
and by the time you’ve been on the
road for a few hours, it’s a pigsty.

What’s a little fondue gonna
hurt? Bring on the cheese; bring on
the chocolate! (Unless of course
you’re a woman and you’re driv-
ing, in which case stick with the
cheese.)

• Watermelon — More than just
a cool treat, watermelon can pro-
vide hours of wholesome fun as
kids — and Mom too! — spit seeds
at each other to pass the time.

For those with larger vehicles,
offer prizes for whoever spits the
farthest!

Not that I eat while driving.
I wouldn’t want to ruin my

shapely thighs.
______________________________________________________
(c) 2003 King Features Synd., Inc.
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If It Doesn’t Say Shop•Vac,
Keep Shopping!®

16 Gallon, 6.0 Peak HP
Wet/Dry Vac  #159649

Available Only At

Come and see the complete line of the #1-selling brand of wet/dry vacs, filters and accessories.

HOSE

Quiet Operation
Redesigned motor 
provides the quietest 
operation of any 
wet/dry vac.

Blower Port 
Instantly converts vac 
to powerful blower

Deluxe Tool 
Basket

Dad doesn’t 
need a shop
to own a

.

www.lowes.com
Lowe’s® and the gable design are registered trademarks of LF, LLC.

©2003 Lowe’s® Home Centers, Inc.
For the Lowe’s nearest you call 1-800-44-LOWES.  

Prices may vary if there are market variations.

www.shopvac.com
Shop-Vac® is a registered trademark of 
Shop-Vac Corporation.

THURSDAY

Clouds and sun, a
stray afternoon
thunderstorm.

90°▲ ▼

THUR. NIGHT

A stray t-storm
early, then partly

cloudy.

FRIDAY

Partial sun, chance
for a t-storm in the

p.m.

92°▲ 72°▼

SATURDAY

Partly sunny and
warm.

96°▲ 72°▼

SUNDAY

Clouds and sun, a
t-storm possible in

the p.m.

94°▲ 70°▼

MONDAY

Partly sunny.

92°▲ 70°▼

TUESDAY

Partial sun, chance
for a t-storm in the

p.m.

94°▲ 74°▼

WEDNESDAY

Clouds and sun,
chance for a 

t-storm in the p.m.

94°▲ 74°▼

WEATHER AccuWeather .com

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST FOR EL PASO

TEXAS WEATHER TRAVELERS CITIESUV INDEX

REAL FEEL TEMP™

AGRICULTURE

Statistics for noon.

Thursday ............ 8 ....................High
Friday ................ 9 ............Very High
Saturday ............ 9 ............Very High
Sunday .............. 8 ....................High
Monday .............. 9 ............Very High
Tuesday .............. 9 ............Very High
Wednesday ........ 8 ....................High

The higher the UV Index, the greater
the need for eye and skin protection.

Albuquerque 87/68/pc 93/68/pc 91/67/pc 90/66/t 88/61/c
Atlanta 84/70/s 90/70/s 90/72/s 90/70/pc 87/66/c
Atlantic City 81/68/c 82/68/pc 82/70/pc 86/67/pc 85/65/c
Austin/San Antonio 95/72/s 96/71/s 96/72/s 96/72/s 96/73/pc
Baltimore 84/66/pc 88/70/pc 90/70/pc 86/68/pc 84/63/c
Boston 80/68/c 82/66/pc 86/68/pc 82/68/c 80/64/c
Chicago 80/61/s 84/66/pc 82/65/pc 83/65/pc 81/59/s
Dallas/Ft. Worth 98/73/s 98/75/s 98/77/pc 100/77/pc 97/75/pc
Denver 94/64/pc 96/64/pc 94/62/pc 92/60/pc 85/53/c
Flagstaff 81/54/pc 81/53/pc 81/53/pc 80/51/pc 79/47/pc
Houston 94/74/pc 94/74/pc 94/74/pc 94/74/pc 95/73/pc
Kansas City 86/67/pc 90/72/s 83/68/pc 84/66/pc 86/66/s
Las Vegas 106/82/s 106/82/pc 104/82/pc 104/80/s 104/80/s
Miami 89/80/c 90/80/pc 90/79/pc 90/79/pc 91/76/pc
Minneapolis 82/64/pc 86/66/pc 82/62/pc 82/63/pc 80/54/pc
New Orleans 90/73/pc 92/75/pc 92/76/pc 91/76/pc 91/72/c
New York City 84/70/c 86/72/pc 87/72/pc 84/71/pc 83/68/c
Philadelphia 84/70/c 88/70/pc 90/72/pc 86/70/pc 86/70/c
Phoenix 108/86/pc 106/86/pc 104/84/pc 104/84/pc 104/80/pc
Portland 80/56/s 82/58/s 86/60/s 92/59/s 85/63/s
San Francisco 73/56/s 71/56/s 72/57/pc 74/57/pc 72/52/s
Seattle 71/55/s 75/55/s 79/55/s 77/56/s 77/58/s
Tucson 100/76/pc 103/76/pc 101/76/pc 99/74/pc 99/74/pc
Washington, DC 84/70/pc 90/72/pc 92/74/s 86/70/pc 85/66/c

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Thur. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

There will be 7-10 hours of sunshine Thursday and Friday with a thunderstorm in spots each afternoon or evening. Rainfall will mainly
be 0.10 of an inch or less. Partly sunny and probably rain-free on Saturday. Another surge of moisture may lead to a thunderstorm in
the area later Sunday. Weather (W): s -sunny, pc -partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh -showers, t-thunderstorms,

r-rain, sf -snow flurries, sn -snow, i-ice.

Thursday .................................... 94°
Friday .......................................... 86°
Saturday ...................................... 89°
Sunday ........................................ 87°
Monday ........................................ 91°
Tuesday ...................................... 95°
Wednesday ................................ 94°

The exclusive AccuWeather composite of the
effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine,
precipitation, and elevation on the human body.

Shown is Thursday’s
weather.
Temperatures are
Thursday’s highs and
Thursday night’s lows.

All forecasts and maps provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2003

Anthony 92 72

Canutillo 93 73

Fabens 92 71

Clint 92 71

E. Montana 90 70

Socorro 90 70

Horizon 93 73

San Elizario 90 70

Tornillo 92 71

Vinton 93 73
El Paso
90/70

Santa Fe
86/58

Albuquerque
87/68

Alamogordo
91/69

Las Cruces
92/71

Deming
89/70 Carlsbad

94/70

Amarillo
95/67

Lubbock
92/70

Alpine
87/64

Odessa
94/71

Lajitas
90/67

Ruidoso
77/61

Cloudcroft
85/50

Ciudad
Juárez
88/69

70°

Mexico

CANUTILLO — The board of
trustees of the Canutillo Independent
School District has authorized the
issuance of $38.9 million in “tax
school building and refunding
bonds” to cover all current construc-
tion projects in the district.

Action came at the board’s July 16
meeting. It brings together under one
financial roof funds approved by
Canutillo voters in four previous
bond elections going back eight
years.

It covers $3.6 million approved by

Canutillo ISD issues almost $39 million in bonds to cover construction
voters in 1995 and 1996, according
to comptroller Tony Reza. It also in-
cludes the $23 million approved in
1999 and the $12.3 million passed by
voters in April of 2003.

The cost to homeowners will be
about 3.5 cents per $100 of property
valuation. This would amount to about
$30 a year for a $100,000 home. This
goes into effect in September.

Reza points out that the district is
making a pre-payment to the state in
August to reduce its overall indebt-
edness. This action will cut the finan-
cial impact on homeowners who
would have had to pay nearly triple the
amount of 10 cents per $100 valuation.

The combined bond monies will

cover the cost of constructing the new
high school, construction of three
classroom wings and other repairs,
explained Alfredo Vasquez, public
information officer for the district.

In his report to the board, Superin-
tendent Charles Hart said the school
board and administration are to be
commended for maintaining an “A
minus” bond rating. He said the board
has done an exceptional job in dem-
onstrating fiscal responsibility in or-
der to maintain the high bond rating.

“It is a big feather in our cap,”
Vasquez said, underscoring Hart’s
comments. “We pay our bills on time,
have the support of the community and
show good money management.”

In construction-related action, the
board approved:

• Dimensions Architects to design
classroom wing additions to Damian
and Childress Elementary schools
and to Canutillo Middle school.

• Setting up the construction bud-
get approved by voters in April.

• Project savings of $121,000 to the
new high school including change of
metal roof assembly on Wings A and B.

• The facilities and finance com-
mittee approved the use of remain-
ing funds from the Canutillo Elemen-
tary playground project to purchase
shade canopies for the playground.
The committee also discussed pos-
sible cost-saving suggestions with the

construction architect and the con-
struction manager.

Comptroller Tony Reza reported
that the district’s total investment
value is $11.9 million and the bond
proceeds balance is more than $21.4
million.

Rene O’Donnell, executive director
for human resources, updated board
members on the collaborative aca-
demic efforts between the school dis-
trict and El Paso Community College.
She said both institutions have met five
times during the past school year to
discuss possible joint academic ven-
tures. These committees, she added,
will continue to work together “to de-
velop a viable partnership.”

By Don Woodyard�
Courier Staff Writer


