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SOCORRO — Velma Celis-Acosta and
Mary Yanez of the El Paso Community Col-
lege are hoping the Socorro City Council can
support them in establishing Family
Caregiver Support Program Resource Cen-
ter, according to a presentation made at the
regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday,
Sept. 18.

According to Yanez, the overall purpose
of the project is to establish a resource cen-
ter in the community to provide consistent
opportunities for education, respite, social-
ization, support groups and financial coun-
seling for caregivers.

Other services include workshop presen-
tations, computer services, intergenerational
activities and support to unpaid family
caregivers or friends of elderly family mem-
bers.

This project would provide a safe place
with opportunities for family caregivers,
such as grandparents raising grandchildren,
to gather, learn and support each other while
accessing services that improve their qual-
ity of caregiving and their life in general.  The
center would be a safe haven for the
caregivers to rest while a qualified employee
would relieve the caregiver at their home.

Yanez said the program would serve an
estimated 350 caregivers and seniors rais-
ing minor children.

The definition of a caregiver is any un-
paid family member/friend who is caring for
an older adult who is 60 years of age or older
and still resides in the community. It also
includes grandparents and relative caregivers
of children 18 years of age and younger.

The services would include an estimated
20 sessions of music, an eight-hour bilingual
basic care class, five Tai-Chi classes and 20
bilingual workshops to be conducted during
the life of the project.

The staff for this resource center would
consist of a director, a project facilitator, one
clerk, work study students and volunteers.
The resource center would be of no cost to
the City of Socorro, Yanez said.

If the center comes to fruition, it would be
located at the Rio Vista Complex currently
being remodeled. Yanez hopes to furnish the
center with a comfortable and relaxing am-
biance

In other business, City Council considered
prohibitions under Section 545.307 of the
Texas Transportation Code and Ordinance
170 prohibiting the overnight parking of
commercial motor vehicles in residential
subdivisions and other tentative solutions to
issues surrounding the current practice of
parking of commercial motor vehicles,
namely tractor trailers in residential areas.

According to City Attorney Chris
Borunda, Texas State law supersedes and
the transportation Code and Ordinance
170 must stand. There were many con-
cerned citizens present at the meeting op-
posed to Ordinance 170.

Group seeking
to bring caregiver
support center
to Socorro

By Arleen Beard�
Special to the Courier

Battle of the bands
Hundreds of high school musicians from
El Paso and Las Cruces are scheduled to
compete Oct. 8 in the Socorro school
district’s annual Marchfest marching band
competition. The colorful display is sched-
uled to begin at 4:30 p.m. that date on the
football field of Socorro’s Student Activi-
ties Complex. Admission is $1.50 per per-
son. Each band is scheduled to march for
15 minutes, finishing at 9 p.m. In a guest
appearance, the University of Texas at El
Paso’s Marching Miners Band will per-
form after Socorro High School’s band
plays at 9 p.m. The bands will compete
for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th division tro-
phies, with 1st division being the highest
award. Scheduled bands include Anthony,
Jefferson, Fabens, Mountain View, Aus-
tin, Del Valle, Burges, Parkland, Riverside,
Ysleta, Las Cruces Mayfield, Coronado,
Montwood, Americas, Andress, Bel Air,
Hanks, Las Cruces High, Socorro. For
more information, call the SISD Depart-
ment of Fine Arts, 937-0538.

Public input wanted
Canutillo Independent School District will
hold a public meeting to discuss accom-
plishments and set goals for the coming
year, from 6:30 to 8 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 7,
at Canutillo Middle School, 800 Talbot
Road. The district goal-setting meeting is
designed to provide parents and commu-
nity residents the opportunity to give their
input about Canutillo ISD’s instructional
programs and educational services. The
public is invited to attend. For more in-
formation, call 877-7481.

In other news
■ The Golden Knights will drop in for a
visit to Americas High School football
field on Thursday, Oct. 2 at about 2:10 p.m.
Three to five members of the U.S. Army’s
Parachute Team from Ft. Bragg, N.C. will
demonstrate their precision parachute
techniques that leads them to perform an-
nually 26,500 jumps for audiences of more
than 12 million. The Knights are to per-
form at the Amigo Airsho on Oct. 4-5.

■ Hundreds of students and parents are
expected to attend the Second Annual
Socorro ISD Texas Collegiate Forum,
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Oct. 7 at the
Socorro High School Auditorium. Univer-
sities at the event will be UT San Anto-
nio, Texas A&M, Texas Tech, and Baylor.
A 15-minute presentation by each will be
followed by a question and answer ses-
sion and individual counseling.

■ The latest events at the Centennial Mu-
seum include and exhibit entitled “Places
of the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro” by
Adrian Caldera of Ciudad Juarez, Mexico,
to run Sept. 5 to Dec. 20. The 50 color

VINTON — “We will finally be getting mu-
nicipal water,” said Vinton Mayor Antonio
Castro. “We are very happy; our work has paid
off.”

The payoff was a check for $263,000 that
Vinton and other small West Texas communi-
ties received from the Office of Rural Commu-
nity Affairs in ceremonies Sept. 10 in Midland.

Taking part in the ceremonies were Castro,
Mayor pro-tem Joe Alarcon and alderpersons

JUST THAT MUCH CLOSER — The Village of Vinton is thousands of dollars closer to a
community water system following a $263,000 grant award from the Office of Rural Com-
munity Affairs. Shown from left are Carlos Colimas Vargas, urban planner; Joe Alarcon,
Vinton’s mayor pro-tem; Sam Tessan, ORCA executive director; and Yolanda Lucero and
Dolores Diaz, Vinton village council members.

Rural community funds will bring
municipal water to Village of Vinton

Dolores Diaz and Yolanda Lucero.
An oversize facsimile of the check hangs in

the council chambers as Castro, Diaz and
Lucero explain that the money will be used to
pay for the first phase of “long-overdue” wa-
ter improvements in the village. The first to
benefit will be residents of Kiely Road where
the new water lines will be laid. There will be
32 connections along a stretch of about a mile
along Kiely, Diaz said.

With hopes for future funding, the council,
saying this is “just a start,” and looks to

By Don Woodyard�
Courier Staff Writer

EAST EL PASO COUNTY — Socorro High
School is honoring a graduate of the Class of
1982 this week as part of homecoming festivi-
ties to run through the first week of October.

U.S. Border Patrolman Salvador Nieto is
this year’s choice as the school’s Outstand-
ing Ex-Student. Nieto, promoted
in August, is now the assistant
chief patrol agent for the agency’s
El Paso sector.

His reaction to being named Out-
standing Ex? “Humbled,” he says.
“There are lots of other people who
deserve the honor, but I am very
honored that they chose me.”

Nieto says there’s a bit of family
tradition here. “My sister-in-law-,
Diana Aguirre, was an Outstanding
Ex-Student 10-15 years ago. Now
she’s a counselor at El Dorado High
School.” And during Nieto’s high school years,
his counselor was Director of Administration
Lorenzo Nieto — no relation — and his foot-
ball coach was the District’s other Director of
Administration, Joe Bob Shook.

“I wasn’t a star student, then,” he says,
laughing.

Nieto served in the Air Force as a forward
air controller and was selected as the Tactical
Air Command’s Air Control Specialist of 1985.

Salvador Nieto honored by SHS
during Homecoming events

He briefly worked for the El Paso Police De-
partment before transferring to the Border Pa-
trol in 1988. From there he moved up through
the ranks of the Brackettville, Fabens and El
Paso, Texas, stations, and found success con-
ducting the Citizens’ Academy Program.

Nieto also worked as a volunteer
firefighter in Clint, Texas and later
served as a township alderman.

As part of the Socorro High
School activities, the theme of
“Jazz It Up” has been chosen with
fashion, dance and decorating con-
tests; pie-eating contest, parade and
pep rally; as well as Spirit Day. The
SHS Bulldogs will face the
Eastwood Troopers on Oct. 2 at the
SISD Student Activities Center.
For more information on these ac-
tivities call 937-2000.

SHS’s sister campus of Montwood High
began Homecoming with dress up days on
Sept. 29 and will end with an “Out of This
World” dance on Oct. 4. Other events include
the fourth annual “Little Red Wagon Float”
parade and a car decorating contest. The
Montwood Rams will take on the Coronado
Thunderbirds on Oct. 3 at the SAC. For more
information on Montwood’s Homecoming call
937-2400.

Salvador Nieto

See VINTON, Page 7
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Reyes Reports By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

One perspective
By Francis Shrum

You know,
some of those

old children’s stories were pretty
harsh.

They were filled with all kinds of
examples about how really terrible
things happened to people who will-
fully misbehaved. It was enough to
keep you up nights.

I used to wonder why they told

Classic tales,
then and now

such grim tales to children until my
kids started growing up and I figured
it out.

 Unfortunately, there are some folks
out there who either don’t have kids
or haven’t gotten the point yet.
They’ve decided that all those gory old
tales are far too politically incorrect
and have undertaken to rewrite them.

You know, they way they do with

history books.
For example, one new version is

Peter and the Wolf. This new and
improved rewrite depicts Peter, after
he captures the wolf, coming to his
senses and in the final scenes, instead
of taking the wolf to a place of re-
straint where he won’t cause any-
more trouble, releases the wolf back
into the wild. It is narrated by our
former president, Bill Clinton.

The other day, another new and
improved classic crossed my com-
puter screen. It was a study in com-
parative classic tales, then and now.
It was The Ant and the Grasshopper.
Classic Version:

The ant works hard in the wither-
ing heat all summer long, building
his house and laying up supplies for

the winter. The grasshopper thinks
he’s a fool and laughs and dances and
plays the summer away.

Come winter, the ant is warm and
well fed. The grasshopper has no
food or shelter, and dies out in the
cold.

Moral: Be responsible for yourself.
Modern Version:

The ant works hard in the wither-
ing heat all summer long, building
his house and laying up supplies for
the winter. The grasshopper thinks
he’s a fool and laughs and dances and
plays the summer away.

Come winter, the shivering grass-
hopper calls a press conference and
demands to know why the ant should
be allowed to be warm and well fed
while others are cold and starving.

CBS, NBC, ABC, and CNN show
up to provide pictures of the shiver-
ing grasshopper next to a video of the
ant in his comfortable home with a
table filled with food. America is
stunned by the sharp contrast. How
can this be, in a country of such
wealth, that this poor grasshopper is
allowed to suffer so?

Kermit the Frog appears on Oprah
with the grasshopper, and everybody
cries when they sing “It’s Not Easy
Being Green.”

Jesse Jackson stages a demonstra-
tion in front of the ant’s house where
the news stations film the group sing-
ing “We Shall Overcome.” Jesse then
has his group kneel down to pray to
God for the grasshopper’s sake.

Al Sharpton is waiting until Jesse’s
group is finished, so he can condemn
the “system” for what it has done to
the grasshopper.

Al Gore explains in an interview
with Peter Jennings that the ant has
gotten rich off the back of the grass-
hopper, and calls for an immediate
tax hike on the ant to make him pay
his “fair share.”

Finally, the EEOC drafts the “Eco-
nomic Equity and Anti-Grasshopper
Act,” retroactive to the beginning of the
summer. The ant is fined for failing to
hire a proportionate number of green in-
sects. The tax hike leaves the ant with
nothing left to pay the fine, so his home
is confiscated by the government.

Hillary Clinton gets her old law
firm to represent the grasshopper in
a defamation suit against the ant, and
the case is tried before a panel of fed-
eral judges that Bill appointed from
a list of single-parent welfare recipi-
ents. The ant loses the case.

The story ends as we see the grass-
hopper finishing up the last bits of
the ant’s food while his house, the
ant’s former house, crumbles around
him because he won’t take care of it.
The ant has disappeared in the snow.

Epilogue: The grasshopper is found
dead in a drug-related incident and the
house, now abandoned, is taken over
by a gang of spiders who terrorize the
once peaceful neighborhood.

Moral: This is a sure way to produce a
society of grasshoppers and spiders.

El Paso re-
lies on its
small busi-
ness commu-
nity. Without
Pike Place

Market, the Stanton Street Technol-
ogy Group and all the other small
businesses that call El Paso home, we
would not have the vibrant commu-
nity that we do.

America’s 23 million small busi-
nesses across the country play the
same role in their communities. Na-
tionally, they create three out of ev-
ery four new jobs, make up half of
our Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
and represent 99-percent of all em-
ployers.

Congress recognizes the contribu-
tions small business make to the
nation’s economy and monitors eco-
nomic conditions facing the small
business sector through the Small
Business Index (SBI).

The SBI is composed of 19 eco-
nomic indicators and includes both
broad economic factors and measures
of costs associated with operating
small businesses. The SBI reflects cur-

Help is out there for small businesses
rent economic conditions and provides
insights into the economic environ-
ment for the small business sector.

The House Small Business Com-
mittee recently released the 2003 sec-
ond quarter (April - June) SBI with
somewhat unsettling results. After
reaching a five-year high in 2000, the
SBI is down 33 percent, which rep-
resents a five-year low.

This decrease in numbers reflects
more unemployed individuals, rising
business costs, and a decline in com-
mercial lending.

Here in El Paso, small businesses
are feeling the effects reported in the
SBI. We aren’t taking the news sit-
ting down, though. Our local cham-
bers of commerce and non-profit or-
ganizations are hard at work. On the
federal level, the Small Business
Administration (SBA) is also work-
ing to help entrepreneurs in El Paso
and throughout the country.

The SBA offers assistance to El
Paso’s small businesses though the
8(a) Business Development Program
and the HUBZone Empowerment
Contracting Program. The 8(a) pro-
gram helps small disadvantaged busi-

nesses compete in the American
economy and access the federal pro-
curement market.

The HUBZone program allows eli-
gible firms within El Paso’s
HUBZone to benefit from limited
competition for reserved contracting
funds and receive preferential con-
sideration for several types of con-
tracts. SBA established the HUB
Development Center of Excellence to
help local businesses take advantage
of these opportunities.

Our local chambers of commerce
provide assistance as well. The El
Paso Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, for example, is sponsoring the
fifth annual BIZ TECH convention.
BIZ TECH 2003 will provide small
businesses with the opportunity to
learn about information technology
- a crucial part of any successful op-
eration in the modern world.

This event, held at the Judson F.
Williams Convention Center on Oct.
8, will feature between 75 to 100 of
the Southwest’s information technol-
ogy industry leaders. Stanton Street

See REYES, Page 5
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Eye on D.C.  By U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla

Write stuff
Dear Editor:

I have a few questions for the
City Council of Socorro:

• Has a study ever been done
to see where street lights are
needed for safety rather than
each councilman getting to pick
the location?

• Why can’t our police officers
get certified?

• Why are there so many law-
suits against the police department
and how much tax money is spent
on settlements, court costs and
lawyer’s fees?

• Are phone calls being used to

discuss city business and make de-
cisions before council meetings?

• Are large purchases being
made by several small purchases
to avoid going out for bid? In my
opinion, the city should ask for an
outside audit and investigation to
protect the taxpayers.

• Was the Socorro police depart-
ment ever created by ordinance? If
so, what is its date and number?

• Why can’t city council work
together for the benefit and good
of Socorro?

Don Davisson
Socorro

By Albert M. Balesh, M.D
What you don’t know can actually

kill you! Those of us who find the
idea of being palpated, patted, poked,
or prodded abhorrent, or uncomfort-
able at best, had better reconsider.

In the United States alone, there are
39,600 women who will die from
breast cancer this year, and an addi-
tional 203,500 women will be diag-
nosed with it. As many as 50 percent
of the women in the U.S. will have
benign breast lesions, with breast can-
cer itself being the most common ma-
lignancy in women in our country.

While two thirds of the tumors in
reproductive age women are benign,
the majority of lesions in post meno-
pausal women are malignant. Rou-
tine monthly self-examination and
yearly physician evaluation are rec-
ommended for all women over age
20. Self-examination should be per-
formed approximately five days af-
ter menses, when the breast is least
engorged and tender.

One in every nine American
women will develop breast cancer
during her lifetime and will have a
3.5 percent chance of dying from it.
The risk of contracting it increases
with age. Yet, while the incidence
of diagnosis is increasing, the death
rate is decreasing, most likely due

to earlier detection and improved
therapies.

Although “girls just wanna have
fun,” they must be made aware of the
fact that abstinence from alcohol and
a low-fat diet are integral to the pre-
vention of breast cancer. Women who
live in warmer climates have a lower
risk (1.5 times) for breast cancer than
those living in cold, northern regions.

Significant risk factors for breast
cancer include increasing age, a fam-
ily history of gynecologic malignan-
cies, a first-degree relative with
breast cancer, exposure to ionizing
radiation before age 30, and signifi-
cant alcohol use.

Some physicians suggest that es-
trogen replacement given with
progesterone may actually decrease
a woman’s risk of breast cancer, just
as it does the risk of endometrial can-
cer. Others categorically disagree
with that opinion.

Breast cancer patients present
clinically with masses, skin change,
nipple discharge, or symptoms of
metastatic disease. Palpable masses
are most often detected by the patient
on self-examination and are usually
nontender, irregular, firm, and immo-
bile. Fifty percent of tumors occur in
the upper outer quadrant of the breast.

Mammography is the best tool to

detect early lesions, reducing mortal-
ity by 30-50 percent. The American
Cancer Society currently recom-
mends a baseline screening mammo-
gram at age 35-39, a mammogram
every 1-2 years between the ages 40-
50, and a mammogram annually af-
ter age 50. Patients who present with
weight loss, anorexia, fatigue, short-
ness of breath, cough, and pain
should set off “buzzers” and “flash-
ing lights.”

Wide local excision, lumpectomy,
and segmental mastectomy are
breast-conserving treatments. Candi-
dates are eligible for them if the tu-
mor is four centimeters or smaller,
with no fixation of the tumor to the
underlying muscle or to the chest
wall, no involvement of overlying
skin, and no multicentric lesions or
fixed lymph nodes. Depending on
tumor stage, the five-year disease-
free survival rate in patients with
breast cancer varies. The current
overall five-year survival rate has
now increased to 94 percent.

As a physician, my “staying
abreast” and your “staying abreast”
of the issue is tantamount to “stay-
ing alive.”
______________________________________________________
(2003, Albert M. Balesh, M.D. All

rights reserved.)

Staying abreast of breast cancer

Public Notice
TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS AND PARTIES:
The West Texas County Courier will publish two
editions early. The October 16 and 23, 2003 issues
will go to press on Tuesday, October 7, 2003.

All material for these publications must be sub-
mitted to the West Texas County Courier no later
than Friday, October 3, 2003.

The West Texas County Courier office will close
beginning Friday, October 3, 2003.  The office will
open again on Monday, October 27, 2003.

Notice of Public Meeting to Discuss
Anthony Independent School District’s
State Financial Accountability Rating
Anthony ISD will hold a public hearing at 6:00 PM,
Tuesday, October 21, 2003, in the Board Room located
in the Anthony Middle School, 610 Sixth Street, Anthony
Texas.

The purpose of this hearing is to discuss Anthony Inde-
pendent School District’s rating on the state’s financial
accountability system.
WTCC: 10/02/03 & 10/09/03

Every year an entire month is dedi-
cated to remembering the sacrifices
and saluting the achievements His-
panic Americans have made for our
country. Hispanic Heritage Month is
Sept. 15 - Oct. 15. It is a time for us
to reflect on the sense of pride we
share as Hispanics in our contribu-
tions, culture and accomplishments
throughout history.

Hispanic Heritage Month, which
Congress passed into law in 1988,
provides a backdrop to recognize the
many achievements Hispanics have
made to our nation. In a country
whose history is intertwined with
Spain, Mexico and Latin America,
and where diversity is what makes
our nation great, Hispanics are an im-
portant group whose story tells of
struggle, perseverance and triumph.

Many Americans, regardless of
their ethnicity, have relatives who
came to this country with little more
than the clothes on their back. Like
their fellow immigrants, Hispanics’
pride and ambition has been woven
into the fabric of America, from the
days when cowboys drove herds

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month
across the vast Southwest frontier, to
today’s world in which bilingual
business leaders participate in the
global marketplace.

Hispanics have figured promi-
nently in every aspect of our
country’s history, including business,
science, the armed forces, medicine,
the performing arts, government,
sports and entertainment. The His-
panic business community is the fast-
est growing sector of the small-busi-
ness economy. There are nearly one
million Hispanic veterans in the
United States. There is no greater
example of the love Hispanics have
for America than the 38 Congres-
sional Medals of Honor that have
been awarded to Hispanic Ameri-
cans. These achievements and sacri-
fices are an integral part of the rich
mosaic that makes up America.

Today, Hispanics are the fastest
growing population group in
America, totaling almost 30 million
across the nation. By the year 2010,
Hispanics will be the largest and
youngest minority group in the
United States. We should be optimis-

tic about the
tremendous
potential the
future holds
for us.

Hispanics
historically have placed emphasis on
the value and importance of solid
education. It is part of our culture. In
order to remain competitive, His-
panic parents realize that education
is the key to success. That’s why
many parents make tremendous sac-
rifices to provide their children with
the best education possible. We must
continue to strive to teach our chil-
dren so they will be prepared to lead
our great nation in the next century.

As Americans, in order to move
forward on the right path, we should
look back and take stock of our rich
and varied past. By knowing where
we have come from, we will be bet-
ter prepared for our common destiny.
That is why I am proud to celebrate
the influential role Hispanics have
played and will continue to play in
the growth of the United States of
America. Adelante!

EAST EL PASO COUNTY —
Laura E. Torres, a resident of Las
Colonias in East El Paso County, was
killed in a one-vehicle accident on
Monday, Sept. 29, on the Clint cut-
off, intersection of Darrington and
Diamond Springs.

She would have been 18 years old
on Oct. 21, 2003.

The lone occupant of a 1998 Green
Ford Mustang, she was pronounced
dead at the scene, reportedly suffer-
ing massive body trauma, at approxi-
mately 10:33 p.m.

Preliminary reports indicate speed
is a contributing factor, according to
a spokesman for the El Paso County
Sheriff’s office.

Officers said Torres’ vehicle ran off
the road traveling west on Darrington
at a high rate of speed. The vehicle
crashed through two chain link
fences, and came to rest wrapped
around an electric utility pole.

The initial call came in as an accident
at Darrington and Horizon Blvd. Authori-
ties found the accident scene three miles
from that location about 13 minutes from
the time of the original call.

The vehicle wrapped around the
pole on the driver side and the utility
pole was snapped in two. The eight-
thousand volt electrical wires created
a hazard for rescue crews and El Paso
Electric responded immediately shut-
ting off power from the live wires so

rescue crews could assess the scene.
Power was interrupted in the area for

about one-half mile as a result of the ac-
cident. It was still out at 4 a.m. Sept. 30.

The speed limit is 40 mph on that
stretch of Darrington. It appears the
driver of the vehicle was traveling in
excess of 70 mph, officers said. The
vehicle crossed through the front yard
of the Temple Bethel Church on
Darrington knocking down a chain
link fence. Out of control, it then
crashed through another chain link
fence on the church property, and
exited along Diamond Springs road
before striking the utility pole.

Officers are still investigating the
accident.

Young woman killed in one-vehicle crash on Clint Cut-Off
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Notice of Public Meeting
To Discuss Canutillo Independent

School District’s State Financial
Accountability Rating

The Canutillo Independent School District will hold a
public meeting at 6 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 14, 2003 in the
boardroom of the Canutillo ISD Administration Facility,
7965 Artcraft Road, El Paso, Texas.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss Canutillo
Independent School District’s rating on the state’s
financial accountability system.

Aviso de Junta Pública Para
Dialogar Sobre el Estado
Financiero del Distrito

Independiente Escolar de Canutillo
El Distrito Independiente Escolar de Canutillo tendrá junta
el día martes 14 de octubre del 2003 a las 6 p.m. en la sala
de juntas del Edificio Administrativo del Distrito
Independiente Escolar de Canutillo, localizado en 7965
Artcraft Road, El Paso, Texas.

El propósito de la junta es para hablar sobre el sistema del
estado financiero del Distrito Independiente Escolar de
Canutillo y la clasificación del mismo bajo el Sistema Estatal
de Responsibilidad Financiera.
WTCC: 10/02/03

Horizon Plumbing �
852-1079

• Master Licensed Plumber�
   #M18624�
• Bonded and Insured�
• Senior Citizens Discount

• Sewer and Drain Cleaning�
• Faucet and Sprinkler Repair�
• Appliance Installation�
• Mobile Home Repair

�

AUSTIN — The Texas Depart-
ment of Health and the Texas Edu-
cation Agency are providing school
districts with guidance for imple-
menting a new law intended to make
it more difficult for parents to exclude
their children from vaccinations re-
quired for school enrollment.

The provision, part of HB2292, al-
lows exemption for “reasons of con-
science” from one or more vaccina-
tions required to attend public or pri-
vate child-care facilities, elementary
and secondary schools, and colleges.

Under the new law, parents want-
ing to exercise the conscientious ob-
jection exemption must request a spe-
cial affidavit in writing from the
Texas Department of Health, com-
plete it, have it notarized and supply
it to the school.

 The law was effective Sept.1;
however, most schools began classes
in August. The old law did not allow
the conscientious objection but did
allow exemptions for religious or

medical reasons.
The law also requires that the affi-

davit form be non-reproducible. TDH
was to have the special form avail-
able in September.

Requests for the affidavit must be
mailed, hand-delivered or sent by
commercial carrier to: Texas Depart-
ment of Health, Bureau of Immuni-
zations and Pharmacy Support, 1100
W. 49th St., Austin, TX 78756.
Phone, fax and e-mail requests for the
affidavit cannot be honored.

Each request must contain the
name of the parent or guardian, the
name and birth date of each child, a
complete mailing address and the
number of copies (up to five) re-
quested for each child.

 The law prohibits TDH from
maintaining personal information
about requests once the affidavits
have been sent.

State vaccination requirements
apply to public and private schools.
Though public child-care facilities,

New law makes it harder to exclude children from immunizations
schools and colleges must accept the
completed conscientious objection
affidavit, private ones do not have to
accept it but may.

The completed affidavit is required
for exemptions to vaccination re-
quirements for reasons of conscience,
including for religious reasons. Par-
ents of students for whom a religious
exemption is already on file with the
school or other facility do not need
to request the affidavit. But the affi-
davit is required for new claims for
exemption based on religious beliefs.

Medical exemptions require a
statement from a physician. The new
form will not be used for medical
exemptions.

TDH officials strongly recommend
vaccinations as an effective method
of preventing illness and death in
children.

More information is available from
TDH online at
www.ImmunizeTexas.com or by
calling 1-800-252-9152.

SAN ELIZARIO —  With the ris-
ing threat of West Nile virus and en-
cephalitis, the San Elizario Indepen-
dent School District is taking steps
to control the number of mosquitoes
on and near district property, accord-
ing to Robert Longoria, Director of
Support Services for the District.

Freddy Vargas, a district Support
Services employee, has been li-
censed by the State of Texas to spray
nearby fields and areas close to San
Elizario campuses. The San Elizario
ISD mosquito control effort will co-
incide with efforts already made by
El Paso County City-County Health
District vector control teams.

Longoria said that the required
materials to spray have been sent to
the district as well as the necessary
chemicals.

San Elizario ISD fights mosquito
threats with spraying program

In order to obtain his license,
Vargas was required to attend sev-
eral training sessions as well as pass
a state certification test. Longoria
said that spraying would commence
throughout the district.

In the mean time, the community
is urged to take precautions of their
own to control the mosquito popu-
lation, including getting rid of stand-
ing water, emptying, removing or
covering any receptacle/container
that will hold standing water, chang-
ing water in pet dishes, wading
pools and bird baths, and covering
trash containers so they will not col-
lect water. People are encouraged to
protect themselves while outside,
especially during the evening hours,
by wearing long sleeves and pants.

For more information and tips to
controlling mosquitoes, contact
Vector Control at 594-1568 and the
City-County Health and Environ-
mental District, 771-5702.

By Phillip Cortez
Special to the Courier

EL PASO COUNTY — The Rio Grande Council of
Governments, a voluntary association of local govern-
ments in West Texas and southern New Mexico, held its
annual membership meeting in El Paso on Friday, Sept.
19, 2003.

During the meeting, representatives of member gov-
ernments were elected to serve terms on the Board of
Directors.

Charles Scruggs, member of the El Paso County Com-
missioners’ Court, was elected President and Chairman
of the Board of Directors. Jerry Agan, Presidio County
Judge, was elected first Vice-President, and D. Kent
Evans, member of the Dona Ana County Board of County
Commissioners, was elected second Vice-President.

Jake Brisbin, Jr., Executive Director of the Rio Grande
Council of Governments, also presented several awards to
individuals and organizations for their outstanding efforts
towards furthering regional, intergovernmental  coopera-
tion and exemplifying the ideals of public service.

John Conoly, Culberson County Judge, received the
Doyle Ziler Distinguished Public Service Award. Judge
Conoly has served the people of Culberson County for
28 years as their County Judge, as well as on the Rio
Grande Council of Governments’ Board of Directors.
Throughout his long and distinguished career, Judge
Conoly has served with integrity and  unwavering com-
mitment and his leadership and experience have been the
backbone of the Council’s Board of Directors, said Okey
Lucas, Mayor of Van Horn. “You can always call on Judge
Conoly for assistance and guidance. He’s a top-notch, Class

RGCOG notes the exemplary service of public servants during annual meeting
A guy who has dedicated his life to bettering the lives of
the citizens of Culberson County,” he said.

B. J. Gallego of Alpine received the Volunteer of the
Year award for his lifetime of service to the people of
the Big Bend region. During his 21 year career with the
Texas Department of Human Services, B. J. Gallego pro-
vided services to children, the elderly, and disabled, go-
ing above and beyond his job duties to constantly better
the lives of his neighbors, and pushing others to do the
same, according to Brewster County Judge Val Beard,
who characterized B. J. Gallego as “untiring in his ef-
forts to improve the lives of everyday Far West Texans”.
Gallego volunteered for service in the U.S. Army during
the Vietnam conflict. He has been a coordinator of the
West Texas Food Bank program, active in Our Lady of
Peace Catholic Church’s social support programs, a
member of the Brewster County Historical Commission,
the Alpine City Parks Board, and community parade or-
ganizer. His dedication  to the people of the Big Bend
region truly exemplifies the ideal of public service.

The City of El Paso’s Community and Human Devel-
opment Department, Social Services Program,  received
the Agency of the Year Award. Robert Salinas, Social
Services Director, accepted the award on behalf of the
Department. The Social Services Program has collabo-
rated with the Rio Grande Council of Governments’ Area
Agency on Aging on numerous programs and initiatives
to share resources and address the future of long term
care, according to Adan Dominguez, Director of the Area
Agency on Aging.

By Greg Abbott
Attorney General of Texas

The Internet has given child preda-
tors the anonymity to act on their
perversions. That is why it is impera-
tive for us to be vigilant in tracking
down and locking up these predators.
Today, law enforcement agencies
across Texas and the nation are work-
ing together to bring justice to those
who prey on our children.

The Texas Attorney General’s
Office formed the Internet Bureau
to track online predators and train
law enforcement officers. Our in-
vestigators are online every day
looking for evidence of
cybercrimes against children.

In the last three months, the
Internet Bureau has intensified its
efforts, arresting nearly a dozen sus-
pected child predators. In a four-day
period alone, investigators arrested
four men. Three of the men traveled
to Hays County expecting to meet 13-
year-old girls. Another traveled to
Kendall County to meet what he
thought would be a 13-year-old boy.

Law enforcement taking steps to shut down internet predators
Three men have been charged with

attempted aggravated sexual assault of
a child. Another has been charged with
criminal solicitation of a minor. Both
charges are felonies. The “children”
the men stalked turned out to be
Internet Bureau undercover investiga-
tors. The men allegedly initiated sex
talk with the children in Internet chat
rooms and allegedly planned to meet
them to engage in sexual activity.

The true intentions of child preda-
tors are clear, and our Internet Bu-
reau officers have no qualms what-
soever about taking these people off
the street and putting them behind
bars when they cross the line. I will
not tolerate the victimization of chil-
dren. While we are pleased that our
efforts have been successful at tak-
ing predators out of chat rooms and
putting them into jail cells, it is im-
portant to remember that you as par-
ents are still the most effective tool
at protecting your children.

The fact is, when you strike up a
conversation by e-mail, you have no
idea who you are dealing with. Preda-

tors use this fact to take advantage
of trusting, curious young people. We
turn the tables and use it against the
predators. But too often the
predator’s target really is a child.

You can protect your child by tak-
ing some simple precautions. You
should be aware that in chat rooms,
someone may very well pick up on
your child’s youth, gender, and vul-
nerability. You might be shocked to
find out how quickly a dangerous
contact can occur.

Our investigators posing as chil-
dren have no problem attracting
predators. Surf the Internet with your
children. This will allow you to as-
sess the types of Web sites and chat
rooms your children visit. You may
wish to place your computer in a fam-
ily room or the kitchen, which will
make it easier for you to monitor your
children’s Internet activity.

Establish ground rules for Internet
surfing. Set the hours when your chil-
dren can access the Internet, for how

See PREDATORS, Page 6

Miss an issue?
www.wtccourier.com
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Technology Group, Road Runner,
Microsoft, and others will be on hand
to discuss, explain and sell their prod-
ucts to small businesses with infor-
mation technology needs.

BIZ TECH 2003 has helped nu-
merous small businesses throughout

Reyes
From Page 2
______________________

photographs capture the people
and places living along the his-
toric Camino Real, and is pre-
sented by the National Park
Service’s U.S.-Mexico Affairs
Office in Las Cruces, New
Mexico. The Centennial Museum
hours are: Tuesday - Saturday, 10
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Admission is free.
Classes ongoing include: Hands
On Science Outreach - HOSO
Science Classes for Children K-
6, Oct. 4 - Nov. 22. Registration
is $40.00 per child. Information:
747-8994.

■ Sometimes, books are so good
you can taste them. By sampling
the flavors suggested by popular
children’s books such as Eric
Carle’s “Pancakes, Pancakes!” and
Dr. Seuss’ “Horton Hatches the
Egg” or Jerry Palotta’s “Hershey’s
Milk Chocolate Fractions Book,”
children learn to enjoy reading —
that’s the theory behind the
school’s “Edible Books” program,
says Campestre Elementary Prin-
cipal Helen Tornatta. On  Oct 1,
Campestre’s 655 pre-kindergarten
through 5th grade students were
treated to a reading/eating session
during which Tornatta and her
staff read the books aloud and
helped serve students a taste of
the foods mentioned in the books
as prepared by the school cafete-
ria. “This is the second year we’ve
done it here,” says Tornatta add-
ing that the program has had suc-
cess at other campuses.

■ A youth retreat, hosted by
CARE (Communities Against
Reckless Endangerment) was
held last week at the Rio Vista
Community Center to gain input
from area youth to develop pub-
lic service messages against alco-
hol and drug abuse, specifically
targeting cross-border and under
age binge drinking. More infor-
mation on this program and other
events is available from Mary
Ellen Hernandez, 775-2555 or
Marge Bartolleti, 479-1215.

■ More than 100 adult Socorro

students are scheduled to receive
their General Educational Devel-
opment certificates during Oct. 9
ceremonies at the District’s
Aquatics Center. It’s one of the
largest such class to date, and
famed El Paso folklorico dance
teacher Rosa Guerrero will be the
guest speaker for the program.
Program Director Vicki Smith-
Belford says Oct. 9 is National
Community Education Day.
“People are celebrating that na-
tionwide. That’s why we picked
it. And the GED test is undergo-
ing changes, so there is a large
number of people who are trying
to complete testing before the first
of the year. It’s becoming com-
monplace that you have to have a
GED or a high school diploma to
gain employment.” The GED pro-
gram, operated by the District’s
Community Services department,
prepares students to receive their
G.E.D. certificates, which are
equivalent to a high school di-
ploma. For more information, call
937-1700.

■ In conjunction with the Na-
tional Park Service and the
Chamizal National Memorial,
The Centennial Museum will host
a series of Brown Bag Lectures.
This speaker series was created
in response to Dr. Rob Schmidt’s
photographic exhibit, “The Faces
and Places of the Chihuahuan
Desert,” recently exhibited at
both the Chamizal Memorial and
the Centennial Museum. The pre-
sentations focus attention on the
importance of our desert environ-
ment to our everyday existence.
All presentations begin at 12:00
in the Discovery Room of the
Centennial Museum, free of
charge and open to the public. The
public is invited to bring their
lunch and listen up.
• Oct. 7, “Mennonites in Chihua-
hua” presented by Dr. Dennis
Bixler-Marquez, UTEP.
• Oct. 14, “Saluyamaca Dunes”
presented by Dr. Rob Schmidt,
UTEP.
• Oct. 21, “Janos to Cuatro
Cienegas” presented by Nature
Conservancy.
• Oct. 28, “Trails of the
Chihuahuan Desert” presented by
Rene Harris.

its five-year history and this year
proves to be just as successful. This
is the first year Microsoft is partici-
pating in the convention and is sure
to add even more information and
products to those we’ve seen from
companies in the past.

Small businesses contribute so
much to our local economy and way
of life. By raising the SBI index, our
small businesses will raise El Paso’s
quality of life as well.

Briefs
From Page 1
______________________

EL PASO COUNTY — Mexican,
Spanish, Indian and Irish music go
well with jazz and the songwriters’
craft at the 30th Chamizal Festival,
which opens with a kickoff perfor-
mance in the theatre on Friday, Oct.
10 at 7:30 p.m. with performances by
Lulu’s Fate and the Mexican Roots
Trio.

The festival, which runs Oct. 11-
12 features over 70 performers and

Chamizal Festival brings extraordinary cultural event to El Paso County
artisans and is held 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
daily.

Chamizal National Memorial, El
Paso’s National Park, is located at
800 S. San Marcial between Bowie
High School and the Bridge of the
Americas. Admission is free.

“By bringing together outstanding
representatives from a wide variety
of culturally influenced art forms we
create an atmosphere of creative en-

ergy and cultural exchange,” Isabel
Montes, Memorial Superintendent.

Unlike some festivals, which are
structured around a single major per-
former, the Chamizal Festival is in-
timate by design.

“All of our performers and artisans
are the best in their given discipline
and all are deeply involved in the fes-
tival,” Montes said.

Many of the performers also offer
workshops: Spanish Colonial and
Indian dancing, fiddle and picking
styles, song writing, harmonica and
mandolin. These are held in the Los
Paisanos Gallery and are open both
to the performers and to the public

There will be four performing
stages — one indoors in the theatre,
one in front of the Visitor Center, one
in the amphitheatre area and one to
the side of the building by the park-
ing area — so the festival will be held
rain or shine.

Performers for the 30th Chamizal
Festival include Lulu’s Fate, The
Mexican Roots Trio, Flamenco
Duende, Bob Einweck, Steve
Spurgin, Stephen Bennett, Tish
Hinojosa, CEIBA, Curt Warren Jazz
trio, Grupo Sangre de Cristo, Musica
Maestro and the Rondalla de la

Preparatoria el Chamizal.
Also performing are: Sid

Hausman, Fiddling Friends, the Pat
Dutton Band, Bernie Romero and
Friends, Bayou Seco, Sile Boylan
and Cactus Cris Buethe. Ben Ohrlin,
Johnnie Whelan, Consuelo Luz, Jack
Gladstone, The Jemez Dancers, Alex
Apostolides, Joe Hayes, Monica
Gomez, Applejack and dancers of
India are also featured.

Artisans and representatives from
three National Park units are also
participating with demonstrations in
pot and soap making. The Hector
Gallegos family of Mata Ortiz,
Mexico will be demonstrating their
widely acclaimed potting techniques.
Other artisans include: Angela Cam-
pos and her family with piñatas;
Consuelo Flores making paper flow-
ers and Huicholes Casimiro and
Maria de la Cruz doing beadwork.

Luis Olay will show how colored
straw can be used in creating his tra-
ditional straw art, while local artists
John McKensie and Claude Montes
will demonstrate painting and sculp-
ture technique. Tularosa mother and
daughter Vivian Duran-Prelo and
Cynthia Riedlinger will demonstrate
the traditional arts of retablo creation

and tin work. Pedro Rios-Martinez,
our poster artist in 2002, will dem-
onstrate his wood cut techniques,
while Tomasita Rodriguez will share
her bultos — mini santos — carving
skills. Jim Witherington will again
demonstrate flint knapping techniques.

The poster artist for 2003 is Las
Cruces artist Rosemary McLoughlin.

Masters of Ceremonies for the fes-
tival include: Emily Guerra, Gregg
Carthy, Rene Cantu, Alex and Patty
Apostolides.

Prior to the festival beginning on
Tuesday, October 7, many of the art-
ists and performers will join
Chamizal National Memorial inter-
pretative staff in visiting seven re-
gional schools.  Approximately 6,000
students will have the opportunity to
learn from these talented artists.

Financial support for the festival
has been provided by the County of
El Paso, Time Warner Cable and the
National Park Service Intermountain
Region International Conservations
Programs Office.  The City of El Paso
Department of Arts and Culture and
the Texas Commission on the Arts
have also provided grant funding.

 For additional information, call
532-7273.

WASHINGTON — The Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services (IMLS) selected the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo
of Texas to receive a $87,083 grant to establish the Tigua
Literacy Program.

The Ysleta del Sur Pueblo Education/Library Center’s
Tigua Literacy Program will serve as a resource for
middle and high school students for preparation for stan-
dardized testing, increase the collection of juvenile fic-
tion holdings, increase computer literacy among tribal
members, and establish a tribal archive.

“This grant will be a big boost to the Tigua tribe,” said

Tiguas get $87,000 in federal funds for literacy program
Congressman Silvestre Reyes. “Libraries provide so
much for communities. In this case, Tigua students will
now have better access to resources that will help them
excel in school and enjoy reading. Tiguas of all ages
will benefit from increased computer skills and will now
have the opportunity to archive their important history. I
applaud IMLS for providing this grant,” said Reyes.

IMLS is an independent federal agency that offers grants
to support the core services of Native American libraries.
This grant is provided though the Enhancement Grant cat-
egory of their Native American Library Services.
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King Super Crossword

By  Steve Escajeda�
Special to the Courier

PAILS IN
COMPARISON

ACROSS
    1 Evaluated
    6 “Later, Luis!”
  11 Start to paint
  14 Reggae relative
  17 Vision-related
  19 _ acid
  21 Samuel’s teacher
  22 Existed
  23 Queen Anne
chair?
  24 Start of a remark
by Mary Waldrip
  27 Party animal?
  28 “Othello” villain
  30 “_ Miniver” (’42
film)
  31 Racer Luyendyk
  32 Presque _, ME
  33 Where to spend a
krona
  37 It’s on the bee’s
knees
  39 Disconcert
  42 Mosque feature
  44 Washer residue
  45 _ Raton, FL
  46 Malice
  47 Tombstone
territory
  51 Part 2 of remark
  57 _ Tin Tin
  58 From _ Z
  59 Brandy bottle
  60 84 Across, for one
  61 Without _

(daringly)
  62 “Thanks,
Robespierre!”
  64 Happen
  67 Wipe out
  69 Furniture wood
  71 Hit rock bottom
  75 Ade ingredients
  76 Self-confidence
  78 Andes animal
  79 Ham up “Hamlet”
  81 Gray or Moran
  82 Diva Ponselle
  84 Senegal’s capital
  86 At once
  89 Seixas of tennis
  90 Part 3 of remark
  95 Polished
  97 English county
  98 Rain hard?
  99 About
100 _ store
102 First in a series
103 Perceptive
106 “Gunsmoke” star
107 Muscat’s nation
109 Fawn’s father
110 Calculating
person?
111 Emulate Ederle
112 Spring
115 End of remark
122 Summer hummer
124 High peak
125 Geologic division
126 Ariel, for instance
127 Like some
watches

128 Affirmative vote
129 Combat
130 Model of
simplicity?
131 Dote upon

DOWN
    1 Actress Lillian
    2 Exercise aftermath
    3 Rotate
    4 Jeff Lynne’s grp.
    5 Coffee
accompaniment
    6 Choir member
    7 Dit’s cousin
    8 Cola cooler
    9 Giant legend
  10 Round Table title
  11 Labor leader
Eugene
  12 Out of sorts
  13 “American _” (’72
hit)
  14 Eddy
  15 Couric of “Today”
  16 Pallid
  18 Genuine
  20 Telescope view
  25 Keatsian crock
  26 Strauss specialty
  29 Something of
value
  32 Author Dinesen
  33 Prowl
  34 Poverty
  35 Desire deified
  36 Actress Moore
  37 “Treasure Island”

extra
  38 “I’m working _”
  39 Eban of Israel
  40 Canvas contest
  41 Henchman
  43 Burly Burl
  44 Bolger/Haley co-
star
  48 Decorative
  49 Sib’s kid
  50 Pays to play
  52 Violinist Zimbalist
  53 RN’s specialty
  54 “I Am… I _” (’71
song)
  55 Trigger Trigger
  56 Ripped
  61 Throw _ (rage)
  63 North Carolina
campus
  64 _-Locka, FL
  65 Machine part
  66 Security grp.
  68 Plants
  69 Novelist Binchy
  70 Taxing time?
  72 In addition
  73 Russian, for one
  74 Astronaut Slayton
  77 Charlotte, Emily,
or Anne
  80 _-jongg
  83 Kruger of “High
Noon”
  84 Jim Morrison’s
group
  85 With 111 Down,
“Nana” star

  87 Rock’s _ Express
  88 Ridge
  90 Publisher Conde
  91 Idyllic area
  92 Actor Enriquez
  93 Surrealist Tanguy
  94 Tibia
  96 Measure
100 Up for _
(available)
101 Dachshundlike
102 “The Magic Flute”
heroine
103 Examine
104 Hackneyed
105 Florida resort
106 Gibbon or gorilla
108 Isinglass
110 Glinka’s “A Life for
the _”
111 See 85 Down
112 Sign of sainthood
113 Bouquet
114 Kid at court
116 Whip up a
waistcoat
117 Author Levin
118 Good times
119 Dernier _ (latest
fashion)
120 Kipling novel
121 WWII area
123 Heel
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The UTEP Miners have seen the future, and
its name is Jordan Palmer.

Palmer made his first collegiate start last
Saturday and led the Miners to a 59-14 win
over division 1-AA Sam Houston State.

Some of you may say, “who cares, he did it
against a division 1-AA team.” Don’t forget
that the Miners took on another division 1-AA
team earlier this year and lost 34-13 to Cal-
Poly SLO.

Heck, I didn’t even know Cal-Poly had a
football team before the season started. I hear
they lead their league in the use of slide-rules.

Anyway, back to Palmer, the redshirt fresh-
man little brother of Heisman Trophy winner
Carson Palmer, threw the ball on his first play
from scrimmage and completed a 45-yard
bomb to Chris Marrow.

That completion got the Miners into
Bearkats’ territory immediately and the Min-
ers went on to score and take a quick 7-0 lead.

That’s the kind of quick-strike capability
UTEP had been lacking. Palmer went on to
have a decent game, hitting 13 of his 23 passes

Palmer gets a win but Nord needs more to remain UTEP head coach
for an efficient 170 yards.

He threw two touchdown passes and two
interceptions. He also ran for a touchdown.

Not bad for a freshman starting his first col-
lege game ever. And Palmer did good consid-
ering he doesn’t have all the talent in the world
around him.

But Palmer looks like a quarterback. He
seems to take command of the team. He has a
great arm and pretty good decision-making
skills that can only get better as he matures.

I guess the real question is who will get to
coach him after this season?

Will Gary Nord be given the opportunity or
is it time for the Miners to make a coaching
change?

I think the Miners will have to win at least
two or three more games for Nord is to get a
fifth year. With Palmer at the helm, Nord’s
chances have increased significantly.

The only good thing about the Miners’ aw-
ful start this year is the fact that UTEP is unde-
feated in WAC play. OK, so they haven’t played
a WAC game yet — but they still have a chance
to be somewhat respectable.

I think a 3-5 WAC record solidifies Nord’s
return. I think 0-8 or 1-7 sends him packing.

Either way, UTEP has seen the future… and

its name is Jordan Palmer.

Baseball picks
The professional baseball playoffs got un-

derway this week and it’s time for my annual
predictions. I’m sorry I have to take all the
drama out of it for you by telling you who’s
going to win — but here it goes.

Remember, I made these picks Monday
morning this week before the games started.

In the National League, the battle between
the Atlanta Braves and the Chicago Cubs is
interesting because it’s the Cubs that have the
pitching. And we all know that good pitching
always beats good hitting. But I haven’t for-
gotten that these are the Cubs.

Braves 3-1.
The San Francisco Giants should kill the

Florida Marlins, who will just be happy to be
there. But the Marlins will be tougher than most
think.

Giants 3-2.
The Giants and the Braves should be a great

series with both teams able to hit the heck out
of the ball. So, it will come down to pitching
and the Braves have a little more.

Braves 4-2.
In the American League, the New York Yan-

kees will take on the Minnesota Twins. It took
all the Twins had just to get to the playoffs.
They’re out of gas.

Yankees 3-0.
Between the Boston Red Sox and the Oak-

land A’s, this should be the best divisional se-
ries of them all — two very good teams play-
ing great ball right now. It’s tough to win a
game 5 on the road, even if Pedro is pitching.

A’s 3-2.
Oakland played unbelievably good baseball

in the second half of the season and the Yan-
kees were pretty solid all season. Something
tells me the Yankees are just too playoff savvy
for Oakland.

Yankees 4-2.
And that brings us to the World Series, the

New York Yankees and the Atlanta Braves.
These two have met in the fall classic before
and the result should be the same. The Braves
are a good hitting team but don’t nearly have
the pitching they’ve had in the past.

The Yankees are loaded offensively but don’t
have the relief pitching they’ve had in the past.

The World Series will be a lame one this year.
Too much tradition, too much maturity and too
much talent.

Yankees win it all 4-1.

LAS CRUCES, N.M. — Bode Baize of
Anthony, N.M., is one of 14 new recruits to
receive a DuBois Rodeo Scholarship at New
Mexico State University this fall. Baize was
a Texas high school champion heeler in Re-
gion II.

“I’m really pleased with the quality of re-
cruits coach Jim Dewey Brown has attracted
to NMSU,” said Frank DuBois, former sec-
retary/director of the New Mexico Depart-
ment of Agriculture, who helped establish
rodeo scholarships at NMSU.

Brown, who saw six NMSU team mem-
bers qualify for the 2003 College National
Finals Rodeo in his first year as coach, said
he recruited students with experience and

strong academic records. “I’m a stickler for
grades,” he said.

“It’s an honor to receive this scholarship.
It will help me with my college career here
at NMSU,” Baize said.

Anthony student
receives NMSU
rodeo scholarship

FABENS — With the excitement of last
year’s championship still fresh in the minds of
the Lady Wildcats Varsity Volleyball Squad,
they entered the Pecos gym with confidence,
which paid off with a first place trophy.

The Lady Cats continued to be victorious
Sept. 2 against Loretto and in the Socorro ISD
Tourney Sept. 5-6 they took a third place tro-
phy. The lost the first district game to River-
side on Sept. 9 but bounced back for a win
against the Ysleta Indians Sept. 12, and won
a decisive victory over the Del Valle Conquis-
tadores on Sept. 16 — even with the Del Valle
team ranked 9th in El Paso.

Fabens Wildcats roaring on into seasons
Facing one of their biggest rivals, the Clint

Lady Lions, on Sept. 19, the Lady Cats con-
tinued their winning ways to a victory. They
are coached by Rose Guedea.

The Fabens football team has not fared quite
as well in the early season, losing to Deming
and Bowie High Schools, and again to Ca-
thedral on Sept. 12. However, Coach Salas said
Fabens will be working on a defense to match
their excellent passing ability. “We still have a
lot to learn, but we are getting there,” he said.

— Contributed by Fabens Wildcat Sport
Writers: Perla Gamez, Perla Perez, Joanna

Chavez, Ana Rodriguez and Victor Sigala

By Pete Aguirre and Becky Archuleta
FABENS — As the Fabens High School

Tennis Teams go into their second district
game this week, they are proceeding with a
3-0 in district play and a 3-2 for the season.

Coach Martin Lechuga is hopeful for a
good season and feels that with effort this
can happen.

Fabens tennis team going into district play with great stats
Lady Wildcats include Jackie Esparza, Jes-

sica Garcia, Vivian Hoyer, Christine Pacheco,
Daniela Rangel, Lorena Silva, Beverly
Zavala, and Judy Sarinana.

The male Wildcats consist of Danny
Cordero, Alfredo Garcia, Edgar Garcia,
Enrique Lopez, Efren Orozco, Gerardo Toca,
and Simon Trujillo.

long, and what Web sites they can visit. Most
Internet service providers (ISP) provide tech-
nical safeguards that allow parents to restrict
certain Web sites. Contact your ISP for more
information.

INTERNET SAFETY POINTS:
• Teach your children never to give out

online, especially in a chat room their last
name, their home address, phone number or
any other information (school, schedule, etc.)
that would enable someone to find them.

• Tell your children never to meet face-to-
face with someone they have met online

• Tell your children always to show you any
message that makes them uncomfortable

For more information:
• Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act

(COPPA) Federal Trade Commission:
www.ftc.gov

• The National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children: www.missingkids.org

• For more tips on internet safety or to re-
port child pornography log on the Attorney
General’s Web site at www.oag.state.tx.us.

Predators
From Page 4
______________________
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Comix
OUT ON A LIMB  By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES  By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

Classified Ads

• Mail Boxes• Mail Boxes • Copies• Copies • Faxes• Faxes
• 14200 Ashford, Ste. C • Open 9 AM to 3PM, Monday - Friday

By Don Flood
Let’s assume — just for a minute

— that President Andrew Jackson
came back from the dead and the
first thing on his to-do list was
karaoke night.

(It could happen.)
What song would he sing?
“It’s Not Easy Being Green”?
Fat chance!
Old Hickory — most famous for

leading the U.S.S. Monitor up San
Juan Hill in the Battle of Bunker
Hill — would now be stuck sing-
ing “It’s Not Easy Being Peach,” a
really lame song that hasn’t even
been written yet.

And it’s all because the clowns
at the Treasury Department, who
apparently have been sniffing even
more ink than the newspaper folks,
are coming out with a peach-col-
ored — that’s right, peach-colored
— $20 bill.

I’m sorry, there’s just something
wrong with a world where green-
backs aren’t green.

It’d be like reading that Jennifer
Lopez was happily married for
more than 48 hours.

By the way, you read it here first:
the J.Lo-Affleck marriage is offi-
cially on the rocks!

OK, I’ll admit, the reason you
were able to read it here first is
because I wrote it before they were
actually married, but why wait?

In today’s get-it-done-yesterday
world, we don’t have time to wait
for events to actually happen be-
fore we begin reading about them.

The reason behind the break-up:
Bad Boy Ben, who pretended to be
going out to strip clubs every night,
was caught red-handed by J.Lo
playing chess with Matt Damon!

But back to Andrew Jackson,
who’s also known for defeating the
British in the Battle of Super Bowl

New bills not peachy keen
1812, which was held that year in
New Orleans.

If he were to come back now,
he’d be red-faced about his for-
merly green face on the $20 bill
that now shows him with a peach
face.

The question is, what are we go-
ing to do about it?

By which I mean, what am I
going to do about it, because when
it’s fourth and one in the bottom
of the ninth inning, I’m afraid
there’s just no one else willing to
step into the ring and throw down
the gauntlet — mainly because no
one knows what a gauntlet is.

But imagine this ugly scenario,
because it could happen to you. Or
your children.

You’re out somewhere, minding
your own business, when suddenly
someone marches up to you and
tries to force these hideous $20
“peachbacks” on you.

You could scream out, “Get
away from me with your stinkin’
money!”

Unfortunately, of course, that
would be rude and could cause bad
feelings.

After all, it’s not this person’s
fault the government began print-
ing Monopoly money.

Instead, accept the silly bills
gracefully, however much it pains
you, and then: Send them to me.

Yes, you read that correctly.
Send all your peach bills to me —
however you acquire them — and
I will dispose of them as quickly
as possible.

At present, I am not sure of the
volume of twenties I will be able
to handle, but if it becomes too
much of a burden I will let you
know.
______________________________________________________
(c) 2003 King Features Synd., Inc.

BARGAINS

BUY NOW FOR
CHRISTMAS! By
BASSETT FURNI-
TURE - t r ip le
dresser wi th
double mirrors
and nine drawers,
chest of drawers
with five drawers,
two night stands.
Includes king size
bed with new mat-
tresses. Top brand
of furniture at one-
third of  or ig inal
price. $1,200. Call
852-0311.
________________________

BUSINESS
PROSPECT

Need extra income?
Use the Internet?
We just might have
what you’re looking
for. Call 852-3235
for area representa-
tive.
________________________

HELP
WANTED

National pharmacy
referral service now
hiring home tele-
phone workers na-
tionwide. Lead gen-
erators, recruiters,
sales, and manage-
ment positions. In-
terview now at 773-
379-4645. 100% le-
gitimate training
provided.
________________________

REAL
ESTATE

I’M MAD… at
banks who don’t
give house loans
because of bad
credit, problems or
new employment. I
do. Call L.D. KIRK,
H O M E L A N D
M O R T G A G E S ,
(254) 947-4475.
9/25
________________________

RENTALS

FOR RENT in Clint,
3 bedroom, 2 bath,
142 Jeff Jones. Call
851-1546.
TFN
________________________

TRAILER FOR
RENT, two bed-
room, very clean, in
Horizon area. Ideal
for single or couple.
On large lot with
six-foot security
fence. Prefer no
pets. $425 month.
Call 852-4282.
________________________

WATER
SYSTEMS

The importance of
clean water be-
comes more obvi-
ous every day. The
eSpring”! Water
System is designed
to bring a little piece
of mind. It destroys
microorganisms. It

effectively reduces
over 140 other pos-
sible health-effect
contaminants, from
lead and mercury to
VOCs, pesticides,
and DBP. And inde-
pendent testing
proves it. Make the
best choice for your
family. Others treat.
We purify. Call 852-
3235, Quixtar affili-
ated Independent
Business Owner.
________________________

SELF-HELP

Persons who have a
problem with alcohol
are offered a free
source of help locally.
Alcoholics Anony-
mous - call 562-4081
for information.

Tiene problemas
con el alcohol? Hay
una solucíon.
Informacion: 838-
6264.
________________________

SERVICES

CALL GREEN
HORNET

915-790-1342
We’ll Be Right on

It!
• Free Inspection

for termites
• Knock down
spider webs
with all free
inspections

• 24 hours on call
7 days a week

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

________________________

“Windshield
Ding —

Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY
GLASS
REPAIR

Windshield Repair
Specialists

By appt. at your
home or office:

R.V. Dick
Harshberger

915-852-9082
________________________

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE

REPAIR
Domestic and

Foreign
852-3523

1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

________________________

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079

• Electric rooter
service for sewers

and drains

• Appliance
installation

• Many other
plumbing services
Licensed, bonded

and insured for
your protection.

________________________

FLAT ROOF
FLOUNDERING?

Foam It!
(915) 355-FOAM

(3626)
Inverse Coatings

www.inversecoatings.com

provide more water hookups throughout the com-
munity. This will also include a wastewater system.
Council says it’s working on a memorandum of un-
derstanding with El Paso Water Utilities (EPWU) to
administer the village’s water system.

“We will be getting out of the water business,” Castro
says.

The engineering and architectural firm of Parkhill,
Smith and Cooper is developing the facility plan for
use of the $263,000 grant that is made up of state and
federal money. The plan encompasses pumping, stor-
age and transmission main improvements.

Working with Parkhill Smith and Cooper on the plan
development are EPWU and the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board. Vinton has two years to spend the money.

Water system improvements aren’t the only projects
underway by the village council. They are:

• The village council is looking for donations from
companies for the construction of a lighted informa-
tional sign outside council offices on Vinton Road. To-
tal cost of the six-by-10-foot marquee-style sign is es-
timated at $7,933.

• Road improvements have been made. The railroad
grade crossing on Vinton Road has been removed.
Road repairs, using chip sealing, have also been made.

• A community health fair/picnic will be held at the
park on Saturday, Oct. 18, sponsored by the village,
La Fe Clinic and Las Palmas Medical Center.

• More than $2,000 was allocated by council to fence
in the baseball field at the park. Laser-leveling of the
outfield is a future project.

Vinton
From Page 1
______________________
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$5900
10 Gallon, 4.0 Peak HP
Wet/Dry Vac  #215728

Bonus

Accessories

for in-home use!

$23.99
retail 

value

HOSE
Deluxe Tool 
Storage

Quiet Operation
Redesigned motor 
provides the quietest 
operation of any 
wet/dry vac.

Blower Port 
Instantly converts vac 
to powerful blower

Efficient Filtration 
for Easy Clean Up

KitchenCarpet/Bare Floors

Multi-Purpose 
Nozzle

Hard-to-Reach Spots

Crevice Tool

If It Doesn’t Say Shop•Vac,
Keep Shopping!®

www.shopvac.com
Shop-Vac® is a registered trademark 
of Shop-Vac Corporation.

www.lowes.com
©2003 Lowe’s® Home Centers, Inc.   Lowe’s® and the 

gable design are registered trademarks of LF, LLC. 
For the Lowe’s nearest you call 1-800-44-LOWES. Prices 

may vary if there are market variations.

Come and see the complete line of the #1-selling brand of wet/dry vacs, filters and accessories.

Available Only AtAvailable Only At

Wet/Dry Vacs...
Not just for the workshop.

Lately I’ve been trying to practice
relaxation, or chilling out, as my kids
like to say. I have a lot of nervous
energy. It’s a fact; my grandma used
to tell me so. Says I got it from my
mother.

So I’m trying to tame my inner
worrier, my inner fussbudget, that
voice that tells me I can’t sit down
until I get one more thing done or
wakes me in the middle of the night
with a list of things I didn’t know I
needed to worry about. As in: “Hey,

you, get up and wring your hands
about something!” Naturally, I do as
it says.

It’s exhausting. And makes me feel
a little… what’s the word… edgy.

So I went on a search for a yoga
video that promises inner tranquility,
that promotes a sense of well-being
with deep stretches and deep, relax-
ing breathing. Now this was no easy
task, because there are about a hun-
dred yoga videos, mostly by well-
known exercise gurus who also pro-
mote knee pounding, bun lifting car-
diovascular routines. I didn’t know
I’d have so many choices, which to-

tally stressed me out.
But then I found a video with a pic-

ture of a woman on the box, and she’s
smiling, looks relaxed and is quite
limber; so I plunked down $15.

First, however, you must buy the
goodies that will help you be a su-
perb yoga person. All serious yoga
people will tell you so. So I exam-
ined mats and again the selection can
overwhelm a person like me — be-
ginner mats, deluxe mats and some
that look a lot like the mat I used to
take naps on in kindergarten. There
also are yoga clothes — made of or-
ganic materials such as hemp. It’s
important to be fashionable, but en-
vironmentally conscious, as you twist
yourself into a pretzel.

I selected a mat and decided my
old gym clothes would have to do.

Finally, I was ready to learn how
to relax.

I watched as the instructor demon-
strated the bridge pose, where you lie
on your back, roll your shoulders
under you and bring your torso to-
ward the ceiling. It hurt. My bridge
was a lot like the one in London — it
kept falling down. And the next day
I woke up with a crick in my neck.

Then I tried something called a
downward dog pose. You bend for-
ward and place your hands on the
floor, stretching them out in front of
you as much as possible, all the while
trying to keep your balance and not
scream because your hamstring

muscles feel as if they’re being
ripped in half. If you are trying to
picture this pose, think of the wooden
yard ornaments of the plump, old
lady bending over in her garden. It’s
not a pretty sight.

My initial attempts at yoga were
quite awkward. But the instructor
assures me my body will get used to
bending in ways that are just not natu-
ral. Good. I was beginning to worry
about that. She smiles and talks in a
calm voice as she stretches her right
leg to the ceiling and says, “Remem-
ber to pay attention to your breathing.”

I guess that means I must stop
holding my breath.
______________________________________________________
(c) 2003 King Features Synd., Inc.

Yoga
For Sanity’s Sake   By Taprina Milburn

THURSDAY

Sunny to partly
cloudy.

86°▲ ▼

THUR. NIGHT

Clear.

FRIDAY

Partly sunny.

86°▲ 58°▼

SATURDAY

Sunshine and
some clouds.

84°▲ 60°▼

SUNDAY

Times of clouds
and sun.

82°▲ 58°▼

MONDAY

Clouds and
sunshine.

78°▲ 58°▼

TUESDAY

Clouds and sun,
shower or t-storm

possible.

80°▲ 56°▼

WEDNESDAY

Clouds and sun,
shower or t-storm

possible.

80°▲ 52°▼

WEATHER AccuWeather .com

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST FOR EL PASO

TEXAS WEATHER TRAVELERS CITIESUV INDEX

REAL FEEL TEMP™

AGRICULTURE

Statistics for noon.

Thursday ............ 8 ....................High
Friday ................ 8 ....................High
Saturday ............ 8 ....................High
Sunday .............. 7 ....................High
Monday .............. 7 ....................High
Tuesday .............. 5 ............Moderate
Wednesday ........ 5 ............Moderate

The higher the UV Index, the greater
the need for eye and skin protection.

Albuquerque 76/53/pc 76/52/pc 77/51/s 74/50/s 74/46/s
Atlanta 67/45/s 70/50/s 74/58/s 76/58/s 74/55/pc
Atlantic City 61/44/s 62/50/s 72/54/pc 69/50/c 71/51/pc
Austin/San Antonio 79/55/pc 83/60/s 88/65/s 88/65/pc 87/64/pc
Baltimore 60/36/pc 62/46/s 70/50/pc 70/52/c 73/50/c
Boston 63/46/pc 60/48/s 68/50/pc 63/50/c 67/57/c
Chicago 54/42/s 62/46/c 58/38/pc 56/38/pc 63/41/c
Dallas/Ft. Worth 77/56/pc 80/63/pc 87/66/s 87/66/pc 83/55/pc
Denver 70/44/c 68/44/pc 70/44/pc 72/44/c 65/34/c
Flagstaff 70/40/pc 69/38/pc 69/36/s 65/34/pc 68/32/pc
Houston 80/56/pc 81/61/s 86/68/pc 88/66/pc 85/63/pc
Kansas City 64/49/s 71/49/s 65/42/pc 61/41/s 68/43/c
Las Vegas 86/66/pc 86/64/s 86/64/s 83/60/pc 83/60/pc
Miami 87/74/pc 85/74/c 87/75/pc 86/75/pc 87/74/pc
Minneapolis 54/42/pc 56/39/pc 49/34/pc 52/34/s 56/34/pc
New Orleans 76/58/s 77/65/s 83/67/s 85/66/s 83/64/s
New York City 62/50/pc 61/54/s 65/55/pc 67/55/c 71/60/c
Philadelphia 61/42/pc 61/48/s 69/52/pc 69/52/c 71/56/c
Phoenix 96/75/pc 94/70/s 94/70/s 92/68/s 91/65/s
Portland 78/50/s 76/52/pc 76/52/pc 72/50/c 68/44/c
San Francisco 70/56/s 70/56/s 70/58/s 70/56/pc 70/50/pc
Seattle 70/50/s 68/50/s 68/50/pc 68/50/pc 63/44/c
Tucson 95/66/pc 92/66/pc 92/64/s 90/62/s 90/62/s
Washington, DC 62/44/pc 62/50/s 70/54/pc 70/56/c 73/55/c

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Thur. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

Another warm day is expected Thursday with a good deal of sunshine. The warming trend will come to an end as the weekend
approaches. A cooler air mass will move into the area and send temperatures back to seasonal averages. Dry weather will be the rule
until the middle of next week. Weather (W): s -sunny, pc -partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh -showers, t-thunderstorms,

r-rain, sf -snow flurries, sn -snow, i-ice.

Thursday .................................... 82°
Friday .......................................... 76°
Saturday ...................................... 75°
Sunday ........................................ 74°
Monday ........................................ 76°
Tuesday ...................................... 75°
Wednesday ................................ 76°

The exclusive AccuWeather composite of the
effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine,
precipitation, and elevation on the human body.

Shown is Thursday’s
weather.
Temperatures are
Thursday’s highs and
Thursday night’s lows.

All forecasts and maps provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2003

Anthony 86 57

Canutillo 87 58

Fabens 86 58

Clint 86 58

E. Montana 86 56

Socorro 85 55

Horizon 87 58

San Elizario 83 55

Tornillo 86 58

Vinton 87 58
El Paso
86/56

Santa Fe
72/44

Albuquerque
76/53

Alamogordo
80/54

Las Cruces
83/56

Deming
85/56 Carlsbad

83/55

Amarillo
65/51

Lubbock
74/52

Alpine
78/52

Odessa
81/57

Lajitas
84/55

Ruidoso
70/51

Cloudcroft
69/50

Ciudad
Juárez
86/58

56°

Mexico


