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In the “good old days” the man who
saved money was a miser. Now he’s a
wonder.

— Quips & Quotes
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View textbooks
Canutillo Independent School District par-
ents and community members are invited
to view the state approved textbook selec-
tions for the current adoption in Biology,
Advanced Placement Biology, and Career
and Technology at the secondary level and
ESL materials at the elementary level.
Each of the six Canutillo ISD school cam-
puses has samples from which the Text-
book Committee will make its recommen-
dation to the Board of Trustees in Febru-
ary. These books are on display at each
campus through Friday, Feb. 13. Interested
individuals may view the books and fill
out comment forms. “Be sure to sign in at
each campus and follow district regula-
tions regarding visitors,” commented
Carol Hecker, CISD Textbook coordina-
tor. For more information, call 877-7434.

Exercise with a cause
Las Palmas and Del Sol Regional
Healthcare System will present the 4th
Annual Las Palmas and Del Sol 1/2 Mara-
thon and 5K. The event also includes both
a one-mile non-competitive walk and 5K
non-competitive walk. The 1/2 Marathon
is a scenic 13.1 mile race over Scenic
Drive, starting from Las Palmas LifeCare
Center, 3333 N. Mesa and ending at Del
Sol Medical Center, 10301 Gateway West.
The 5K (3.1 mile competitive run) and the
fun walks both begin and end at Del Sol
Medical Center. T-shirts and finisher med-
als or ribbons will be given to all partici-
pants; several trophies and prizes will be
awarded. Refreshments will be served af-
ter the race. Preregistration cost is $25 for
the 1/2 Marathon; $15 for the 5K or 1 mile
walk. On race day those costs are: $30 and
$20, respectively. $5 discounts for stu-
dents, military, and employees of YISD,
SISD, City of El Paso and County of El
Paso (ID required). Online registration is
at www.active.com — for more informa-
tion, call 915-478-5663.

In other news
■  Friends and students of Socorro ISD’s
newest primary campus, Desert Wind El-
ementary, hosted a dedication ceremony
on Jan. 16 for the expandable elementary
school which serves almost 660 students
in pre-K through 5th grade. The school
opened at the beginning of this school year.
Prinicipal David Solis welcomed guests,
which included SISD Superintendent Dr.
Robert J. Duron and SISD Board Presi-
dent Guellermo “Willie” Gandara.

■  A $4 million expansion of the El Paso
Veterans Clinic is planned for design this
year and construction in 2005. “We re-
ceived word today that it’s awaiting final
approval from the Veterans Health Admin-
istration budget office,” said Congressman
Silvestre Reyes. “It will dramatically

SOCORRO — Socorro High School is be-
ing nationally recognized by The College
Board for its success in helping students con-
tinue their education at colleges and universities.

The Board, a nonprofit membership orga-
nization of high schools, colleges and uni-
versities, is honoring the high school as one
of 20 semifinalists competing for its 2004
“Inspiration” award. The annual award hon-
ors schools that succeed in preparing students
for college studies in spite of economic and
social challenges.

“It’s a very detailed application,” says SHS
Principal Oscar Troncoso. “The Board wants
information for the past three years — gradu-
ation rates, the number of advanced place-
ment classes, the number of students on the
preferred graduation plan. But through good
work by a lot of people, Socorro High School
has been able to get a lot of students headed
in the right direction.”

The “finalist” designation carries a prize
of $25,000.

The College Board is a national nonprofit
membership association with a mission to
inspire, prepare and connect students to col-
lege success and opportunity. The Board’s
best-known programs include the SAT® and
PSAT/NMSQT® college admission exami-
nations, and the Advanced Placement Pro-
gram® (AP®) for high school students.

Socorro HS is one of 20
national semi-finalists

HORIZON CITY — It could be your worst
nightmare and it came true for more than 200
households in Horizon City last week when
their mailboxes were burglarized, resulting in
an unknown amount of mail missing and scat-
tered in the street.

In the early morning hours of Jan. 14 the
Horizon City Police Department got the call
— that mailboxes on Homestead Street were
opened and mail was in the roadway. Officer
Damien Jones answered the call, only to dis-
cover it was not just on Homestead that the
intrusions had occurred but on more than 21
other neighborhood streets in all parts of the
municipality.

The police immediately put out media an-
nouncements, asking for tips, which may have
netted the thief in an unexpected way.

Officers have arrested a 21-year-old Hori-
zon City man, who lives on Kingston — one
of the streets burglarized. Ironically, police
came to suspect the man based on an anony-
mous tip he called in to direct suspicion to-
ward some youths in the area. He was appar-
ently attempting to provide police with a false
lead by telling them he had seen someone with
pink hair going through mailboxes. When po-
lice questioned the youths, the name of the
suspect came up, leading eventually to his ar-
rest.

Also under arrest in connection with the mail

Over 200 mailboxes hit in one night
Suspects arrested in Horizon City mail theft

�
Courier Staff Reports

theft is a 16-year-old male. Both suspects re-
main unidentified because, as of press time,
the 21-year-old had not yet been arraigned on
the federal charges he is expected to face. The
identify of the juvenile will not be released
because of his age, and he will not face federal
charges in the case.

Sgt. Ron Swenson said the suspects went
methodically from box to box, opening mail
and leaving behind items that did not interest
them. He said they had determined the thefts
occurred between 10:30 p.m. and 1 a.m. He
said four large envelopes full of mail had been
recovered as a result of the investigation.

“It was recovered and turned over to a Postal
Inspector. The HCPD is coordinating the in-
vestigation with the U.S. Postal Inspection
Service,” Sgt. Swenson said. “We are asking
all residents of Horizon City if they had mail
stolen or missing to contact their local post
office and call the HCPD also to report the
theft.”

He noted that it is important that households
which receive their mail in curbside mailboxes
remove their mail promptly after delivery and
that they do not leave outgoing mail in the box
overnight. Persons who receive sensitive mail
should consider purchasing a private post of-
fice box or a locking mailbox. Identity theft is
among one of the greatest concerns for per-
sons whose mail has been stolen.

“The HCPD is also asking anyone that may
have information on these thefts to contact the
HCPD at 546-2280 or call the U.S. Postal In-
spection Service at 545-5205.”

SOCORRO —
Sam Brewster, 68,
died on Jan. 17,
2004 following a
battle with cancer.
He was currently
serving as Mayor
pro-tem of the
Socorro City
Council, as coun-
cilman represent-
ing District 3, and
in numerous other

capacities in community service.
A veteran of the U.S. Air Force and re-

tired after 32 years of civil service, Brewster
was an advocate of youth programs and
former president of the Lower Valley Ath-
letics Association.

He was appointed to serve on the Rio
Grande Council of Governments advisory
committee on solid waste, representing the
small incorporated municipalities in El Paso
County. He had also served as a Historical
Landmark Commissioner for the City of
Socorro.

He is survived by his wife, Cecilia; three
daughters, Linda Brewster, Kathy Brewster
and Annette Melton; and one son, Michael
Brewster, who is presently serving in Iraq; nine
grandchildren; three brothers and three sisters.

Rosary was to be held Wednesday, Jan. 21,
5-9 p.m. at Martin Funeral Home East, 1460
George Dieter, with a 7 p.m. rosary.

Funeral Mass will be held 9:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 22, at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church. He will be buried with military hon-
ors at Ft. Bliss National Cemetery.

Sam Brewster,
Socorro community
servant, dies

Sam Brewster

CANUTILLO — Behind a successful high
school sports program are the athletic trainers
who help ensure that players are prepared for
competition. From providing water and taping
ankles to repairing equipment, these student
trainers unselfishly give up their free time to
carry out a myriad of tasks for daily practices
and game day events.

Six Canutillo
High School
students were
recently recog-
nized for their
efforts as athlet-
ics trainers.
These students
are seniors
Laura Alarcon,
Esther Solorio,
and Patty
Lopez; junior
Mike Gonzalez;
and freshmen
Debbie Cantu
and Veronica
Flores. They
were presented
special recogni-
tion certificates during a Canutillo ISD School
Board meeting held in December.

“People need to understand that student ath-
letics trainers are not water boys or girls. They

Student athletics trainers are vital to high school sports
are actually a part of the team. They help
coaches keep players ready for competition,”
said Connie Johanson-Sanchez, Canutillo High
School athletic trainer supervisor.

At Canutillo High, the athletics trainers sup-
port 24 different boys and girls’ sports teams
throughout the school year including football,
volleyball, cross country, basketball, soccer,
baseball, softball, golf, and track.

“Football season is the most demanding sport
for trainers,” Alarcon said. “Thursdays and
Fridays were very busy for us. I stayed after

school Thurs-
days to work
the junior var-
sity or freshmen
football games
in the evening. I
would get home
about 11 p.m.
then back to
school in the
morning and
stay after school
for the Friday
night varsity
football games.
I would get
home about
midnight and be
back in the
trainers’ room

at about 7 a.m. to help treat players’ injuries.”
“The athletics trainers are the backbone to

By Alfredo Vasquez�
Special to the Courier

A VITAL INGREDIENT TO SUCCESS — Canutillo High
School Athletics Trainers were recently recognized by
the school board. Shown in photo, from left, is Michael
Gonzalez, Debbie Cantu, Esther Solorio, Laura Alarcon,
Veronica Flores, and Patty Lopez.

See TRAINERS, Page 6
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One perspective
By Francis Shrum

My glasses,
my boots and

my kids.
Not necessarily in that order.
This odd combination came out on

top of a recent list of priorities I men-
tally drew up when considering what
I would most want to retrieve from
my home in case of a disaster.

Of course, this doesn’t mean that
my husband isn’t important. It’s just
that he is responsible for saving him-
self.

Several years ago we had several
episodes when unstable weather pat-
terns caused our fair city to come
under tornado warnings. Sometime
during this season of treacherous
weather, we had a dreadful storm in
my neighborhood.

It hit with a ferocious and unpre-
dictable force, slamming around
loose items in our backyard like
wrestlers on a WWF episode. The
shed doors had been left open and my
husband hurried out to secure them.

As I watched through the large
plate glass window in the kitchen, I
saw a storage shed levitate over the
neighbor’s back fence and smash into
the alley. That was enough for me. I
yelled at the kids to gather in the bath-
room like we’d discussed earlier and
headed down the hall.

As I did, I heard the window give
way in the kitchen, spraying glass
everywhere.

As we huddled in the bathtub with
a heavy quilt over our heads, one of
the kids asked where Dad was, and
was I going to go get him? No, I said,
Dad’s a big boy. He can take care of
himself.

Of course, I took a little heat for
that comment, but I figure he’s go-
ing to behave in a much more savvy
and sane fashion when faced with a

disaster than I am. If I manage to save
the kids, good for me.

Meanwhile, he’s stuck in the tool
shed, hanging onto the flapping metal
doors, listening to the lightening pop
outside and envisioning a travel itin-
erary that just might include Kansas,
if he doesn’t get fried first.

It’s not that I’m heartless — I just
figure people ought to be practical
when confronted with disaster.
Afterall, what could I do? March out
there and carry him in over my shoul-
der?

This is the thought process that
makes me think I should save my
boots and glasses before the family
photo albums. I figure in case of a
terrorist strike or natural disaster in
which the community is deprived of
water and power, I’ll probably want
to be able to see clearly and have my
feet warm and protected much more
than I’ll want to reminisce about the
good old days.

A good coat, in case it happened
in winter time, would also be nice.

Of course, with the kids, there’s no
question. No matter how much
trouble they are, how much they eat,
whether they talk back, want things,
or aren’t too efficient about doing
their chores, you gotta love ‘em.

I watched the newscasts last year
about the devastating wild fires in
California and I was struck by how
emotionally dependent we are on
what we own.

It’s not that I didn’t feel sorry for
the folks who lost their homes. But
there they were, whole, uninjured,
having lost no family members and
most having saved their pets, weep-
ing about having “lost everything.”

Well, they hadn’t. And if they
owned a house in that neighborhood,
they would have to be insane not to

In the face
of disaster

carry insurance, which most of them
must have at the behest of their mort-
gage company.

Their future was most certainly
going to be downright inconvenient,
but they weren’t facing anything
nearly as devastating as, say, the folks
caught in an earthquake in Iran or a
flood in China. In those parts of the
world they don’t cry themselves to
sleep after disaster strikes because
they lost their wide-screen television,

leather furniture or jacuzzi-with-a-
view. I expect their tears are for the
children, parents or mate who died
because there was insufficient medi-
cal aide available to treat their inju-
ries. Their concerns are not how soon
the insurance check will arrive but
whether they will be able to retrieve
a little sustenance from the relief sup-
ply truck or find a drink of water.

I like old, sentimental stuff as well
as the next guy. Just ask my family

members, who must wind their way
around the various objects of ques-
tionable taste with which I decorate
my home. I am more blessed with
material goods than anyone deserves
to be. And, in the face of disaster, I
would sure hate to lose it all.

But as long as I’m breathing, and
so are my family, life will go on.

Still, before I close my eyes at
night, I make sure I know where my
glasses and boots are.
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Eye on D.C.  By U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla

Write stuff

This week, President George W.
Bush delivered his State of the Union
address to an attentive audience.
These are tumultuous times and I
believe it was the speech our nation
needed to hear.

In his national address, President
Bush reminded us of the tremendous
accomplishments made over the last
year. But all the time, the president
expressed that we still have a long
road ahead of us. He presented a
blueprint for our nation’s success. I
believe that with this vision, our na-
tion can and will remain focused and
strong.

Much like the president reviewed
the state of the Union, I’ve taken the
opportunity to review the state of the
23rd Congressional District. And I
have good news: The state of our dis-
trict is STRONG!

Growth statistics show that cities
in our district are growing at a rapid
pace. This record growth is provid-
ing more economic opportunities for
people throughout the 23rd Congres-
sional District. Growth means more
jobs, better opportunities for small
business owners, and continued eco-
nomic development. Our district uni-
versities are expanding and health
care facilities are providing better
service, more doctors and nurses and
greater coverage for all patients.

By working with the local border
patrol, we’re keeping our borders
prosperous and safe. Our farmers and
ranchers are seeing improvements in
grants and research programs that

The state of our District
help bolster their profitability.  And
our local military service-members
are enjoying improvements in salary,
base renovations and retiree commit-
ments.

Yes, the state of our district is
strong. But we must remember that
“no man is an island.” The issues af-
fecting our nation also affect our state
and our district. And while I will al-
ways look out for the needs of the
23rd Congressional District, I am
also committed to keeping a watch-
ful eye on the needs of our nation.

As a member of the Defense Ap-
propriations Subcommittee, I am
dedicated to rebuilding our national
defense. We must continue to support
our men and women in uniform who
have taken an oath to defend and pro-
tect our nation. As our troops face
new challenges, we must demon-
strate the true commitment for our
armed services.

As Chairman of the Agriculture
Appropriations Subcommittee I over-
see hundreds of state and national
agriculture programs. Last year’s
Agriculture bill was great news for
Texas agriculture producers. Many of
the programs funded will directly im-
pact farmers and ranchers in the 23rd
district and throughout our great
state, as well as our nation. I remain
dedicated to keeping the agriculture
industry strong and healthy.

Beyond my subcommittee posi-
tions in the House of Representatives,
I want each of you to know that I will
not back down on the issues I have

fought for
since my first
days in Con-
gress. We
must continue
to provide meaningful tax relief to the
people of America — especially con-
sidering our current economic con-
ditions. Now, more than ever, we also
need to look out for the small busi-
nesses of America. They are the back-
bone of our country. Small businesses
should be protected so they have the
opportunity to grow and flourish. I’ll
also continue my work on the Texas/
Mexico border; I’ll aim for better
health research funding; and of
course, I’ll shoot for the stars when
it comes to educating our nation’s
children.

After more than a decade of com-
mitment to these issues, we’ve seen
remarkable results. But we’re not fin-
ished. This year will bring us one step
closer to accomplishing our goals and
making the 23rd district better than
ever.

It goes without saying that America
is facing new and different chal-
lenges. With these challenges come
important, new goals that we must
attend to. President Bush has set forth
his goals for our nation and now you
and I must set goals for our district.
By standing together we will prove
that these goals can be accomplished.
We will prove that we are a united
district and united nation, prepared
to work together for the good of
America.

Dear Editor,
January is Birth Defects Preven-

tion Month. Each year more than
11,000 Texas children are born with
a major structural birth defect. Birth
defects are the leading cause of dis-
ability and infant death. As part of
its mission to save babies from death
and disability, the March of Dimes

has introduced a special license plate
benefiting the Texas Birth Defects
Registry at the Texas Department of
Health. The Registry exists to iden-
tify and describe patterns of birth
defects in Texas and collaborate with
others in finding causes of birth de-
fects, working towards prevention
and linking families with support ser-

vices. For more information about the
March of Dimes license plate, visit
the Texas Department of
Transportation’s web site at
www.txdot.state.tx.us, contact
TxDOT at (512) 374-5010, or con-
tact your local county tax assessor-
collector. Join the fight against birth
defects and help give every Texas
baby the chance at a healthy start in
life.

Meganne Walsh, M.D.

Chair, State Public
Affairs Committee

March of Dimes, Texas Chapter

Dear Editor,
We begin to acquire the skills we

need in life at a very early age. It is
most important to get a good start so
we do not face enormous obstacles
later.

The current federal Education
policy does exactly that by provid-
ing assistance to schools early on in
children’s education and emphasiz-
ing achievement so children do not
fall far back of their peers by the time
they reach the upper grades of school
or college.

And it is not just the children who
must strive to succeed, but the
schools as well, for education is a
joint venture between those who have
knowledge and those who need it.
That is why accountability is so im-
portant. We as a nation and as part of
a world are better off for it.

James Stewart
El Paso, TX

Dear Editor:
As a long time member of the

Socorro ISD Board of Trustees I have
witnessed the extraordinary growth
in student population from about
11,000 in the early 90s to over 30,000

today. Finger pointing as to who is
responsible for this growth will not
solve the problem.

The issue facing all of us as resi-
dents of the Socorro school district
is, are we responsible for the edu-
cation of our children? If we deny
that it is the responsibility of each
of our generations to educate the
following generations, then we
must also deny the advancement of
our society.

Inherent in educating children is
providing them a safe and healthy
learning environment — a set of de-
cent classrooms. Not just a box to
warehouse children, but a well-
equipped classroom sufficient in
space to give our teachers a reason-
able chance of succeeding in a diffi-
cult mission  We cannot stuff 30,000
to 40,000 young people into space for
20,000 without creating an unhealthy
and impossible learning environ-
ment.

While education may be expen-
sive, I would hate to put a price tag
on ignorance.

Please vote yes on the SISD bond
issue.

Incidentally, you/us senior citizens
will be little, if at all, impacted in our
tax bills.

Bruce A. Truesdale
Horizon City

CLINT — Daniel Sosa, a mem-
ber of the senior class at Clint High
School has been recognized by the
College Board’s National Hispanic
Recognition Program according to
an announcement by Principal
Morris Aldridge.

The National Hispanic Recogni-
tion Program, established in 1983,
is a College Board program that
provides national recognition of
the exceptional academic achieve-
ments of Hispanic high school se-
niors and identifies them for post
secondary institutions.

 Students enter the program by
taking the preliminary SAT/ Na-

tional Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test (PSAT/NMSQT) as high
school juniors and by identifying
themselves as Hispanic. From
more than 124,000 students nation-
wide, approximately 4,300 highest
scoring students were initially
identified. Based on further evi-
dence of their academic achieve-
ment, a select group of 3,300 stu-
dents have been recognized by the
program as a Scholar or Honorable
Mention Finalist.

Founded in 1900, the College
Board is a nonprofit membership as-
sociation of schools, colleges, and
other educational organizations.

Clint senior receives
National Hispanic nod
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How
secure is

YOUR
mail?

COME AND GET ’EM!
PRIVATE MAIL BOXES AVAILABLE IN HORIZON
Private mail boxes provide security for your mail that a home
box just can’t offer. Boxes available at 14200 Ashford, Ste. C or
call 852-3235. First come - first serve!

GREAT FOR:
• Business address • Securing payments • Peace of mind

Horizon Plumbing �
852-1079

• Master Licensed Plumber�
   #M18624�
• Bonded and Insured�
• Senior Citizens Discount

• Sewer and Drain Cleaning�
• Faucet and Sprinkler Repair�
• Appliance Installation�
• Mobile Home Repair

�

City of Socorro
PUBLIC NOTICE
A PUBLIC HEARING will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Febru-
ary 10, 2004 during the Planning Commission meeting
at City Hall, 124 S. Horizon Blvd., Socorro, Texas. Pur-
pose of the public hearing is to receive public comments
on the following proposed rezoning(s):

1) Lot 8, Block 3 Lajolla Subdivision, 118 La
Cienega from R-1, Single Family Residential to
R-2, Medium Density Residential by Maria del
Socorro Hernandez.

2) Lot 2, Block 2 Valle Real Subdivision, 501 Brisa
Del Valle from R-1, Single Family Residential to
RE, Rural Estate by Javier Hernandez.

Yolanda Rodela
Interim City Clerk

WTCC: 01/22/04

CORRECTED NOTICE

HORIZON CITY — The Town
of Horizon City will host a commu-
nity forum to discuss the future di-
rection this growing East El Paso
County community will take.

The forum is to solicit input on
the community needs and devel-
opment issues and will be held
Thursday, Jan. 29, 6:30 p.m. at the
boardroom of the new Clint Inde-
pendent School District Adminis-
tration Office at 14521 Horizon
Boulevard.

The Town of Horizon City has
issued over 800 permits for
single-family residences in the
last four years, and expectations
are that the rate of growth may ac-
celerate. Growth pressures are in-
creasing due to the eastward ex-
pansion of El Paso; the comple-
tion, last fall, of the Eastlake
Blvd. interchange at U.S. Inter-
state Highway 10; and the expan-
sion that will make the Horizon
High School a full four-year high
school by 2006.

The reconstruction of the inter-
change where Loop 375 crosses I-
10 is also expected to influence
growth in the area because this will
lessen congestion and improve ac-
cess to the rapidly-developing
eastside corridor.

Anticipating additional growth,
the Town of Horizon City com-
pleted the annexation of over 400
acres of property earlier this month,
expanding its corporate limits to the
east.

The Town of Horizon City revised
its master plan less than two years
ago, but growth pressures are mak-
ing this plan obsolete. Ed Hamlyn,
the planner for Horizon City, said
that the plan may need to be revis-
ited to account for changes in the
Town’s thoroughfare plan, to reas-
sess its park needs, and to re-exam-
ine its land use projections.

“The increasing population in the
area is creating demand for addi-

Horizon City seeks
citizen input on growth
in eastside community
Forum to be held in new Clint ISD boardroom

tional commercial uses,” Hamlyn
said.

Beyond simply accommodating
growth, the Town is concentrating
on upgrading its regulations to en-
sure quality growth. Mayor Diane
Whitty said greater control of the
town’s roadways are needed.

“We want better control over
commercial signage and we want to
adopt landscaping standards,” she
said. Whitty further added that the
Town is considering adopting archi-
tectural standards. “It’s important
that the aesthetics of our commu-
nity project a positive image,” she
said.

Growth creates opportunities, but
it also has consequences. “Our resi-
dents value the beautiful starlit
skies, but light pollution from the
expansion of El Paso is destroying
this amenity,” Whitty said. “We
should consider a “dark skies” or-
dinance to limit light pollution from
signs, parking lot lighting, and other
sources of light pollution.”

The forum will include both
long-range growth concerns and
new regulations that are currently
under consideration. Regarding
the decision to hold the public fo-
rum at the Clint Independent
School Distr ict Boardroom,
Hamlyn said that the Clint facili-
ties have electronic projection
equipment not available at the
Horizon City Town Hall. He also
noted that the forum has a differ-
ent purpose than a meeting of the
Planning and Zoning Commission
or Town Council.

“This forum is not for the purpose
of taking action; it is to make the
public aware of issues and to engage
the broader community in a discus-
sion of our options for the future,”
he said.

For more information regarding
the upcoming Community Forum,
contact Ed Hamlyn or Mayor Diane
Whitty at 852-1046.

By Phillip Cortez
Special to the Courier

SAN ELIZARIO — To an out-
sider, seeing a group of about fifty
San Elizario ISD elementary teach-
ers and administrators chasing each
other — and not the children — in a
parking lot might seem a bit strange.

In fact, the group was participat-
ing in one of the most unique profes-
sional development trainings of the
year, called Project Wild. As part of
the exercise they pretended to be coy-
otes chasing rabbits or even deer as
part of a “schoolyard habitat” exer-
cise, just one of the game-oriented
activities.

These games and activities for the
all-day training were designed to help

San Elizario faculty gets a little wild
during professional development

elementary teachers reinforce science
concepts in elementary classrooms,
mainly because science will now be
assessed as part of the TAKS curricu-
lum, according to Molly Munkatchy,
Math and Science Partnership Pro-
gram Director at Region 19.

The MSP project, in conjunction
with Texas Parks and Wildlife,
helped fund and bring Project Wild
to San Elizario.

“Science hasn’t been focused on a
lot because it hasn’t been tested,”
Munkatchy said.

TAKS science assessment tests
will be given for students in grades
5, 10 and 11, the last being an exit
test which students must pass in or-
der to graduate high school. Accord-
ing to Munkatchy, getting students
interested in science at an early age

will help them understand some of
the different terminologies and con-
cepts when they get older.

“It even helps high school students
prepare for subjects like biology in
college,” she said. “It can also be
extended to different areas in school.”

For example, the teachers and ad-
ministrators participating in Project
Wild played a game called “Oh
Dear,” which teaches about popula-
tions and “what we need to survive,”
Munkatchy said.

Texas Parks and Wildlife says that
as a part of the outdoor classroom
workshop or “schoolyard habitat,”
“Oh Dear” helps teach environmen-
tal education as well as other multi-
disciplinary subjects. The Texas Es-
sential Knowledge and Skills require-
ments for all grade levels can be
achieved in the schoolyard habitat.
Graphing data is an instrumental part
of playing the game.

“Teachers can extend this to math,”
Munkatchy said. “They extend the
activity to English by having students
write about it. It’s an integration of
what is learned into other subject ar-
eas.”

Project Wild participants in the
training also got a dose of classroom
strategies they can use with their stu-
dents, especially utilizing technology.
The web site,
www.sciencenetlinks.com, helps
give teachers internet-based lesson
plans, tools for teachers, and other
resources for their classrooms.

“It was great,” said Christina Lara,
an instructional specialist in San
Elizario. “They incorporated the
hands-on and the technology.”

Lesson plans available for teach-
ers on the web site are grouped into
appropriate grade levels with various
exercises such as “Building a better
pencil,” “The warmth of the sun,”
and “My body helps me get food.”

SUPPORT WILDLIFE — Teachers and administrators in San Elizario
played a game of “Coyotes and Rabbits,” part of a schoolyard habitat
exercise in the Project Wild program.

Miss an issue?
www.wtccourier.com
Archives available.
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Carlisle
Navidomskis

M.Ed., LPC, RPT
Family Counselor

By appointment only • Se habla español
Medicaid and insurance accepted

14200 Ashford (915) 433-7727
Horizon City, Texas 79928 cnlpc@earthlink.net

Horizon Family Counseling

improve the quality of deserved
care for our veterans. And the
added increased services are truly
needed.” The present Veterans
Outpatient Clinic at 5001 N.
Piedras Street adjoins William
Beaumont Army Medical Center
(WBAMC). The present four-
story structure was completed in
1995, while the new construction
will add three stories and 28,350

square feet for behavior health,
physical therapy and administra-
tive services. The expansion will
take place on the east side of the
existing clinic. There are about
21,500 local veterans enrolled for
healthcare services with 360 staff
members at the present facility.
Funding for the project will be
included in the 2004 VA budget
when finalized by Congress. The
2003 fiscal year budget for the El
Paso facility was $57 million.
This year’s VA Clinic budget is
awaiting approval.

Briefs
From Page 1
______________________

By Greg Abbott
Attorney General of Texas

AUSTIN — Rogue “immigration
consultants” often take advantage of
high profile policy announcements
to mislead the public about avail-
able immigration benefits and pro-
grams.

Texas Attorney General Greg
Abbott has warned consumers to be
wary of the potential for fraud re-
sulting from increased attention to
federal immigration laws following
President Bush’s proposals an-
nounced this week.

In the past, proposed changes to
federal immigration law have brought
with them an inevitable surge in mis-
information and deception perpe-
trated by scam artists. These are at-
tempts to defraud the public by dis-
torting facts to consumers seeking
benefits for themselves or immigrant
family members, or businesses with
immigrant employees.

“As immigration policy is given
increased national attention, con-
sumers should be aware of those
who use this heightened public in-
terest as a means to deceive,” said
Attorney General Abbott. “Devel-
oping and enforcing immigration
laws is the exclusive domain of the
federal government. However, in
Texas, I vow to continue enforcing
our state consumer protection laws
to go after those who seek to exploit
the immigrant community.”

Consumers should remember the
following:

• Be wary of any immigration ser-
vices professional who makes
sweeping and vague statements or
promises about a “new amnesty” or
other federal program, suggesting
that every immigrant is eligible for

such benefits. No such program yet
exists.

• In Texas, only licensed attorneys
or nonprofit organizations approved
by the federal government are permit-
ted to charge fees to help immigrants
complete and submit documents to
apply for benefits, including work
permits, visas, permanent residency
or naturalization documents.

• Do not trust those who promise
that they can help you obtain immi-
gration benefits or who guarantee
results. Legitimate immigration at-
torneys and organizations that assist
immigrants will look at a case in de-
tail before making any determina-
tion on eligibility. No reputable at-
torney will “guarantee” that the cli-
ent will receive the benefits he or
she is seeking.

• In Texas, notaries public are spe-
cifically forbidden from providing
immigration benefit services unless
they hold a separate license to prac-
tice law in the state. Furthermore,
notaries are also prohibited from ad-
vertising their services using the
Spanish term “notario público,”
since to some Spanish-speakers this
may falsely imply that the person is
an attorney.

To apply for immigration ben-
efits, or to obtain a list of immigra-
tion attorneys and nonprofit orga-
nizations that can legitimately assist
immigrants, consumers should con-
tact their local Bureau of Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services
(BCIS) or go online at
www.bcis.gov .

Consumers who believe that they
have been the victims of a scam re-
lated to immigration services should
contact the Attorney General’s of-
fice at 1-800-252-8011.

Scams trying to exploit new
federal immigration proposals

HORIZON CITY — In recent
months the Horizon City Council has
been receiving presentations regard-
ing a bond election to provide funds
needed to finance the administration
of current and anticipated growth.

The bond election proposal has
arrived hand-in-hand with the suc-
cessful annexation of some 400 acres
along the eastern city limits in the
area of Eastlake Drive.

During the Jan. 13 City Council
meeting, a public hearing was held

By Arleen Beard�
Special to the Courier

Horizon City council annexes over 400 acres,
hears outline for  $1 million bond election

regarding three parcels of land, to-
taling over 400 acres, prepared to be
annexed. There was no public input,
therefore Mayor Dianne Whitty
closed the hearing and Council ap-
proved the annexation. The details of
the areas annexed are available at
City Hall, city spokesmen said.

At the same meeting, Steven
Adams of First Southwest Company
made a presentation outlining the
process required to hold a successful
bond election. The dollar figure
Adams used in the presentation was
$1 million. According to Adams, in
order to have ample time to prepare
properly, the bond election should be

called on Feb. 10, 2004, which is the
next scheduled Council meeting.

He said the tax impact for a
$1,000,000 bond election would be
around 3.44 cents per $100 of prop-
erty valuation. For example, a house
worth $150,000 would pay about
$3.80 per month, or about $45.60 a
year, more on their property tax bill.

The use for the monies has not
clearly been defined, but street improve-
ments is a topic frequently discussed dur-
ing bond election presentations.

If called in February, the election
date would be May 15, 2004 should
Council decide to pursue the bond
election process.

HORIZON — Parent volunteers at
Frank Macias Elementary School are
given opportunity to attend educa-
tional presentations on a variety of
topics, which on Jan. 20 was a pre-
sentation by Joe and Dorothy Baca
from the El Paso Electric Company.
The event demonstrated the dangers
and necessary precautions that must
be taken when working around power
lines. A scale mock-up of a town with
working power lines was used to
show just how important it is to stay
away from downed lines. After the
presentation, the Bacas held a ques-
tion and answer session. The ongo-
ing parent education programs are an
effort by the school administration
and school counselor to reciprocate
to the volunteers for their valuable
time donated. Many noted the pre-
sentation was fun and enlightening.

— Contributed by Arleen Beard
DANGER TO SCALE — This scale model village showed parent volun-
teers some of the dangers associated with downed electrical lines.

Parent volunteers get a jolt out of electrical presentation
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King Super Crossword

By  Steve Escajeda�
Special to the Courier

MANE EVENT
ACROSS

    1 A lot
    6 Bungle
  10 Makes a touch-
down
  16 Hen’s hubby
  19 Deck type
  20 Ford or Grey
  21 Frolic
  22 Poster abbr.
  23 Start of a remark by
Jack Simmons
  26 Distant
  27 Expensive appe-
tizer
  28 Common contrac-
tion
  29 Charon’s river
  30 Wallach or Whitney
  31 Moore of “G.I.
Jane”
  34 Writer Paretsky
  37 Actor Tremayne
  40 Hangs tinsel
  42 Command to Fido
  45 Cries like a baby
  48 Part 2 of remark
  53 React to a pun
  54 Enthusiast
  55 “Dallas” matriarch
  56 Lummoxlike
  58 Had a hankering
  60 Mister, in Munich
  62 Architect’s add-on
  63 Harness part
  64 Radio and TV
  65 Duncan’s denial

  66 “_ a Song Go Out
of My Heart” (’38 tune)
  69 _ Bank, NJ
  70 Part 3 of remark
  75 HST’s successor
  78 On the briny
  79 Service charge
  80 Disconcert
  84 Cubist Rubik?
  86 Business abbr.
  88 Starchy tuber
  90 Moved like a mouse
  92 _ del Sol
  94 Teatime treat
  96 Tachometer meas.
  98 Lawn ornament
  99 Part 4 of remark
103 Lots of laughter
104 JFK lander
105 Intense
106 Vane letters
107 Tend the garden
109 Pipe part
110 Cry of discovery
113 Spanish dance
116 Allen’s partner
120 Passed into law
124 _ Baba
125 End of remark
130 _ Buddhism
131 Lunar spacecraft
132 Skater Heiden
133 Kovacs or Pyle
134 Actress Caldwell
135 Scrimshaw material
136 Mr. Walesa
137 Cassandra and
Merlin

DOWN
    1 Fountain order
    2 Nursery furniture
    3 Alan of “California
Suite”
    4 Holmes’ creator
    5 Reel
    6 Take off
    7 Tyler or Ullmann
    8 Colorado native
    9 Saloon
  10 Trauma aftermath
  11 Spelunker’s spot
  12 It bakes the cake
  13 Alex Haley book
  14 Directional suffix
  15 Sault _ Marie, MI
  16 27th president
  17 All right
  18 Chico or Karl
  24 Textbook headings
  25 “Bali _”
  29 Finn’s friend
  31 See 91 Down
  32 Distinguished
  33 Flavor enhancer:
abbr.
  35 Honest name
  36 Durban dough
  37 Word form for
“study”
  38 _ Zimbalist, Jr.
  39 Rock’s _ Poneys
  41 Ring official
  42 Missouri airport
abbr.
  43 Presque _, ME
  44 Dimly illuminated

  46 Solitary sort
  47 “Wake Up Little _”
(’57 hit)
  49 Card collection
  50 Silverware city
  51 From now on
  52 Opening remark?
  57 Wrap up
  59 Place to pontificate
  61 Unrefined
  67 “Gracious me!”
  68 Trinidad’s neighbor
  71 Voltaire, for one
  72 Reagan and Wilson
  73 Teachers’ org.
  74 O’Hara’s “From the
_”
  75 Cal. page
  76 Sag
  77 Follow
  81 “New
Yorker”cartoonist
  82 Tend a fire
  83 Macho types
  85 Canada’s capital
  87 Dovecote sounds
  89 Soporific substance
  91 With 31 Down, ’58
Frankie Avalon hit
  93 Qualified
  95 Squirrel’s snack
  97 “The A-Team” actor
100 Manipulate
101 Toque or tam
102 Hotelier Helmsley
108 Salivate
109 Silly Caesar
111 Basketball’s Elvin

112 Paint pigment
113 “All That _” (’79 film)
114 Toast topper
115 Prong
117 Eye appreciatively
118 Flatfish
119 Before long
120 Engrave
121 Mood
122 Kuwaiti ruler
123 Poor grades
125 Zipper part
126 _ -Locka, FL
127 Form of comm.
128 Mine find
129 Incite Rover

Answer Page 7

Remember those movies you used to watch
as a kid? You know, those Sunday afternoon
horror flicks that always featured a monster or
deranged character that never stopped coming
even after he had just been blown away by an
excessive amount of explosives or gunfire?

No matter how many times this evil crea-
ture apparently had been killed, it miraculously
just kept on coming. Inexplicably, this thing
would never die. No matter how many times it
had been put out of its misery, and ours, it just
kept coming back for more.

And every time the citizenry relaxed, know-
ing it was finally safe to walk the streets again,
the thing would raise it’s ugly head and begin
terrorizing once again.

Tormenting the townspeople was this thing’s
one source of entertainment. He delighted in
watching the average citizen squirm uncom-
fortably at his mere sight.

I hadn’t thought about those movies very
much over the last decade or so, until I heard

As the Worm Turns: The Rodman saga continues
about the news coming out of the American
Basketball Association.

First of all, the ABA is a minor league for
the National Basketball Association, and sec-
ond of all, the Long Beach Jam featured one
of those creatures that refuse to die during one
of last week’s games… the entity’s name is
Dennis Rodman.

That’s right, Dennis Rodman, the Worm, the
former NBA rebounding champ, the guy of the
multi-colored hair, the former husband of
Carmen Elektra, the guy in the white wedding
dress, for goodness sake!

Seems Rodman — the man with the foul
mouth and questionable morals — wants to get
into the NBA and back into our living room
TV sets. And the first step in getting back to
the big time is doing duty with the Long Beach
franchise of the ABA.

And, although Rodman didn’t eat Long
Beach or leave dozens of dead bodies in his
wake, he did manage a whopping 14 rebounds
in 28 minutes of play. The 42-year old Rod-
man didn’t score any points — but scoring, at
least on the court, was never his forte any way.

The real question we must ask ourselves is

whether we can possibly take another round of
Dennis Rodman? His child-like antics were
mildly amusing the first time around. They were
a kind of weird curiosity the second time around.
I’m not sure we can take a third helping.

Rodman recently said he was certain he
would return to the NBA and that when he fi-
nally retires for the third and final time he
would like to tear off his uniform and walk off
the court completely naked.

I’m sorry, please wait for a second while I
try desperately to get that image out of my
mind.

O.K., I think I’m ready now. Where was I,
oh yeah, so get ready troops, the Worm may
be returning to an NBA arena near you.

Can America take it? Looks like we will be
seeing Dennis Rodman again… I just hope it
will be in FULL uniform.

Super snoozer
Did you all catch the NFC and AFC cham-

pionship games last weekend?
I’ve got a question. How many of you stayed

awake for both games? If any of you did, you
are better people than I am.

Wow, that was some of the most boring foot-
ball, outside of that played at UTEP the last
three years, that I may have ever seen.

These two games between Carolina and
Philadelphia of the NFC and New England and
Indianapolis of the AFC, were both sloppy, too
conservatively played, and each were domi-
nated by teams that don’t come off as very
dominant.

As fantastic as the four games of the previous
week were, these two games were just as lousy.

That having been said, let’s take a quick look
at the matchup. New England, naturally, is the
favorite having won 14 straight games on the
way here. The Patriots won the Super Bowl
over the Rams a couple years ago so they’ve
been there already.

The Carolina Panthers are the surprise of the
playoffs. Heck, some people actually thought
the Dallas Cowboys had a good chance of beat-
ing them in the wild card round.

So who’s going to win the Super Bowl? I’ll
tell you that next week.

For right now, I’ll just be happy for a game
that is about 400-percent better than those in-
somnia-cures we barely survived last Sunday.

keeping our players healthy; these trainers
are always there when we need them — in
the summer heat during football practice, in
the cold nights of soccer season, and in the
relentless winds during track and baseball
season,” said Richard Scott, Canutillo’s foot-
ball assistant coach and baseball head coach.

“I really enjoyed helping out. It’s a way to sup-
port our teams and to meet new people,” said
Cantu, who, as a freshman, plans to be a student
trainer throughout her high school years.

Solorio, who has been a student trainer for
two years, said, “I’ve learned a lot about
sports medicine. It has helped prepare me
for the medical field which is what I plan to
enter after I graduate from high school.”

Johanson-Sanchez has been the instructor
for the athletics trainers program at CHS for
nine years. She said that becoming a student
trainer takes dedication and responsibility
and that it offers students who are not ath-
letic an opportunity to be part of a team sport.
“It’s also a great way to get involved with
your school,” she added.

Trainers
From Page 1
______________________AUSTIN — Texas animal health commis-

sioners on Feb. 18 will consider adoption of
proposed regulations that will require domes-
tic and exotic fowl sellers, distributors and
transporters to register, making it easier to lo-
cate birds in a disease outbreak.

The move is at least in part due to a out-
break of Exotic Newcastle Disease (END) in
Socorro in El Paso County in the spring of
2003, and in California during 2002-03 which
cost millions to eradicate.

The commissioners will accept written pub-
lic comments on the proposed regulations
through Jan. 18. House Bill 2328, passed dur-
ing the 2003 Texas legislative session and
signed into law, requires the Texas Animal
Health Commission (TAHC) to develop a reg-
istration program for fowl sellers, distributors
and transporters who do not already partici-
pate in recognized poultry or fowl disease sur-
veillance programs.

“Many poultry diseases are highly conta-
gious and when introduced into a flock, they
spread quickly, threatening not only the state’s
commercial chicken and turkey industry, but
also backyard flocks, caged pet birds and fowl
raised for agricultural exhibitions,” said Dr.

Texas animal health experts want domestic and exotic fowl sellers to register their product
Bob Hillman, Texas’ state veterinarian and
head of the TAHC, the state’s livestock and
poultry health regulatory agency.

“Knowing who is selling and moving birds
will allow us to access records, making it easier
to track the movement of birds among flocks.”

“In April 2003, Exotic Newcastle Disease
(END), a deadly poultry virus foreign to the
U.S., was confirmed in a small backyard flock
near El Paso, in Socorro. State and federal quar-
antines were imposed on five counties in Texas
and New Mexico, and for weeks, animal health
teams combed neighborhoods, flea markets,
roadside stands and feed stores to test birds, and
provide information on disease, biosecurity and
movement restrictions,” he said. “More than 800
flocks were tested. If these flocks had been reg-
istered, the disease surveillance effort could have
been conducted quickly and efficiently.”

Dr. Hillman said that, although no additional
infection was detected in El Paso County, the
mere presence of END in Texas has cost the
commercial poultry industry millions of dol-
lars, due to trade restrictions imposed by nearly
30 countries.

In California, the 2002-2003 END outbreak
took an even greater toll when the virus jumped

from backyard flocks to more than 20 commer-
cial poultry operations. By year’s end, more than
three million birds in California had been de-
stroyed at a cost of $160 million to finally stamp
out the viral outbreak, and thousands of hours were
spent searching for at-risk flocks and tracking the
movement of birds that had been sold or traded.

So, who does and doesn’t need to register
with the TAHC?

The proposed regulations exempt flocks al-
ready enrolled in the National Poultry Improve-
ment Plan’s (NPIP) U.S. Pullorum-Typhoid
Clean (PT) and U.S. Avian Influenza Clean
(LPAI) programs. Or the flocks may be enrolled
in Texas Poultry Federation’s avian influenza
monitoring program.

“Registration will be required for distributors,
transporters and the dealers who sell at public
sites, such as auctions, flea markets and other
venues,” said Dr. Hillman.  “For the most part,
we are targeting domestic fowl, such as chick-
ens, turkeys, ducks and game fowl raised for
food, eggs or agricultural exhibition. However,
dealers, distributors or transporters of exotic or
pet birds (parakeets, parrots and a host of other

See FOWL, Page 7
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Comix
OUT ON A LIMB  By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES  By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland
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By Don Flood
According to a CNN story, the

most common fake name used by
people ordering pizza in Washing-
ton, D.C. is Paris Hilton.

The second: John Ashcroft.
Are those Washingtonians cut-

ups or what? No wonder Washing-
ton has a reputation for being a city
of 24-hour-a-day, knee-slapping
hijinks.

Imagine the fun as Supreme
Court justices prepare for another
late-night pizza party.

JUSTICE 1: I’m going to order
pizza and say I’m John Ashcroft!

JUSTICE 2: No wait, I want to
say I’m Paris Hilton!

This is why legal decisions take
so long; just deciding on toppings
requires hours of legal arguments
and finally a vote. (Sandra
O’Connor is often the swing vote,
usually coming down on the side
of pepperoni.)

But, frankly, I am shocked that
Washingtonians would think noth-
ing of besmirching Miss Hilton’s
reputation — potentially putting
her on the hook for thousands of
pizzas she never ordered.

Of course, there is another pos-
sibility.

I don’t want to start rumors, but
it’s very possible John Ashcroft
and Paris Hilton are an item.

Or, should I say, were an item.
Now they’re fighting and trying to
get back at each other by calling
Domino’s and giving their ex’s
name.

I know that sounds pathetic, but
that’s how celebrities and attorneys
general act when they break up.

Also, Ashcroft has a long history
as a practical joker.

Many people don’t know this,
but his first official act as attorney
general was to call up a local to-
bacco shop and ask, “Do you have

Survey says…
Prince Albert in a can?”

After the guy said, “No, of
course not, you idiot. People
stopped smoking pipes 30 years
ago,” Ashcroft lowered the boom.
“Well, let him out! Ha, ha, ha, ha!”

The survey, reportedly of 630
pizza delivery drivers, turned up
another interesting fact: People
who answer the door in the nude
are better tippers than those in pa-
jamas. In fact, they tipped more
than 20 percent.

I don’t doubt that naked people
would be better tippers. After all,
they have no pockets to put the
change.

This raises some important ques-
tions: Does John Ashcroft greet his
pizza delivery driver in the nude?
How much does he tip?

But I can’t help wondering if the
whole survey was made up, which
would be extremely disturbing.

The only people who should be
allowed to make up polls are pro-
fessionals such as myself. The pub-
lic heartily agrees with this posi-
tion.

According to a recent poll, 87
percent strongly agree with the
statement: “Only trained profes-
sionals should be allowed to make
up polls. The others should butt
out.”

(This is based on a fictional na-
tionwide poll of 5 million people
between 6:15 and 6:20 last Satur-
day night. Margin of error: Plus or
minus 125 percent.)

But just in case the survey is for
real, remember — if you are one
of the millions of Americans who
regularly accepts his pizza in the
nude — to tip at least 20 percent.

Otherwise, your driver is sure to
be disappointed (unless you are
Paris Hilton).
______________________________________________________
(c) 2004 King Features Synd., Inc.

LEGAL

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Invitation to
Bid/Respond:

Sealed bids/pro-
posals/CSP to fur-
nish the District with
the following prod-
ucts and/or ser-
vices will be ac-
cepted at the fol-
lowing times:

SCIENCE AND
LABORATORY
EQUIPMENT
CSP NO.199-
0127-0429
ACCEPTED

UNTIL JAN. 27,
2004 @ 2 P.M.

SOCIAL
STUDIES

MATERIALS
CSP NO.199-
0127-0427
ACCEPTED

UNTIL JAN. 27,
2004 @ 2:30

P.M.

OFFICE
FURNITURE
CSP NO.199-
0127-0428
ACCEPTED

UNTIL JAN. 27,
2004 @ 3 P.M.

INSTRUC-
TIONAL

MATERIALS
FOR SPECIAL
EDUCATION
CSP NO.199-
0127-0433
ACCEPTED

UNTIL JAN. 27,
2004 @ 3:30

P.M.

DISTRICT
AWARDS

CSP NO.199-
0127-0434
ACCEPTED

UNTIL JAN. 27,
2004 @ 4 P.M.

Proposals will be

received at Busi-
ness Services
Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El
Paso, Texas  79928
until the specified
times. Detailed
specifications are
available from the
above office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. Mondays
through Fridays.
WTCC-1/22/04
________________________

PUBLIC
NOTICE

As per Article V,
Sec. 5.05(a), all
owners and
lienholders have
ten (10) days from
this date to reclaim
their vehicles at
S o u t h w e s t
Wrecker, 1401
Darrington Rd.,
855-1900, 851-
2091-fax, or it will
be sold at public
auction for charges:

VIN -
2GTEKI9K7RI526878,
1994 GMC Sierra
1500, black, license
5BGJ72
VIN -
2P4GP4434VRI97849,
1997 Plymouth
Voyager, silver,
dealership license
P48279
WTCC-1/22/04
________________________

BARGAINS

18 cubic foot Sears
frostfree refrigera-
tor, has icemaker,
adjustable shelves,
in excellent condi-
tion. 5 years old.
$200. 852-3713.
1/22
________________________

HELP
WANTED

PECAN BUSI-
NESS one mile
south of Fabens

needs full time em-
ployee that is com-
puter skilled, bilin-
gual, and speaks
fluent English with
good telephone
skills. Packaging
and shipping in-
cluded. Must be re-
liable and refer-
ences required (in-
clude all employ-
ment for past five
years). Five days
per week, may re-
quire some travel.
Must have drivers
license. Starting
salary is $9/hour.
Send resume to
Secretary, P.O. Box
777, Fabens, TX
79838.
1/15/04
________________________

WORK FROM
HOME

Market the
GlycoLEAN Body

System
Commissions,

bonuses,

incentives, fun!
Call: 915-852-

2156
Mannatech

Independent
Associate

________________________

SELF-HELP

Persons who have a
problem with alcohol
are offered a free
source of help locally.
Alcoholics Anony-
mous - call 562-4081
for information.

Tiene problemas
con el alcohol? Hay
una solucíon.
Informacion: 838-
6264.
________________________

SERVICES

AV
CONSTRUCTION

Additions &
Remodeling
Kitchen &

Bathrooms

Garage Conver-
sion

Extend Any Room
of Your Home

Deck & Porches
for Mobile Homes
Replace Existing

Windows
Free Estimates:

851-2165
________________________

CALL GREEN
HORNET

915-790-1342
We’ll Be Right on It!
• Free Inspection

for termites
• Knock down
spider webs
with all free
inspections

• 24 hours on call
7 days a week

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

________________________

“Windshield
Ding —

Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY GLASS

REPAIR

Windshield Repair
Specialists

By appt. at your
home or office:

R.V. Dick
Harshberger

915-852-9082
________________________

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE

REPAIR
Domestic and

Foreign
852-3523

1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

________________________

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079

• Electric rooter
service for sewers

and drains
•Appliance
installation

•Many other
plumbing services
Licensed, bonded

and insured for
your protection.

________________________

caged birds) must register only if
their birds are commingled or trans-
ported with domestic fowl, or are
sold at the same public venue with
domestic fowl.

Public comments on the pro-
posal may be emailed to
comments@tahc.state.tx.us or
mailed to TAHC Comments, Box
12966, Austin, TX 78711-2966.
For more information, the TAHC
Austin headquarters can be
reached at 1-800-550-8242.”

Fowl
From Page 6
______________________
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Available Only At

Powerful and Portable

3996$
6 Gallon, 3.0 Peak HP
Wet/Dry Vac  #215727

2996$
2.5 Gallon, 2.0 Peak HP
Wet/Dry Vac  #215726

Powerful enough for all of your 
tough workshop, garage, and 
basement messes—wet or dry

Portable enough for all of your 
household appliances, furnitures, 
and floors—wet or dry

Convenient for kitchen spills and 
clogged drains

www.shopvac.com
Shop-Vac® is a registered trademark of Shop-Vac Corporation.

www.lowes.com
Lowe’s® and the gable design are registered trademarks of LF, LLC. ©2003 Lowe’s® Home Centers, Inc.

For the Lowe’s nearest you call 1-800-44-LOWES. Prices may vary if there are market variations.

Come and see the complete line of the #1-selling brand of wet/dry vacs, filters and accessories.

If It Doesn’t Say 
Shop•Vac,
Keep Shopping!®

THURSDAY

Times of clouds
and sun, chance

for a shower.

51°▲ ▼

THUR. NIGHT

Partly to mostly
cloudy and cold.

FRIDAY

Times of clouds
and sun with a

shower possible.

56°▲ 32°▼

SATURDAY

Partly sunny.

56°▲ 35°▼

SUNDAY

Partly sunny.

61°▲ 34°▼

MONDAY

Mostly cloudy.

58°▲ 29°▼

TUESDAY

Mostly cloudy.

53°▲ 27°▼

WEDNESDAY

Partial sunshine.

50°▲ 29°▼

WEATHER AccuWeather .com

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST FOR EL PASO

TEXAS WEATHER TRAVELERS CITIESUV INDEX

REAL FEEL TEMP™

AGRICULTURE

Statistics for noon.

Thursday ............ 3 ....................Low
Friday ................ 3 ....................Low
Saturday ............ 4 ....................Low
Sunday .............. 4 ....................Low
Monday .............. 3 ....................Low
Tuesday .............. 3 ....................Low
Wednesday ........ 4 ....................Low

The higher the UV Index, the greater
the need for eye and skin protection.

Albuquerque 45/25/pc 51/27/pc 53/28/s 53/28/pc 50/23/c
Atlanta 52/28/pc 48/32/s 52/38/pc 50/38/c 55/36/c
Atlantic City 40/21/pc 32/15/pc 32/15/c 30/16/c 38/17/c
Austin/San Antonio 53/34/c 58/40/c 60/44/c 66/43/pc 66/41/c
Baltimore 40/20/pc 32/16/pc 30/18/c 30/20/c 41/19/c
Boston 32/20/c 24/10/pc 18/8/c 20/10/c 27/14/c
Chicago 16/6/pc 24/14/c 28/20/pc 32/20/c 32/19/pc
Dallas/Ft. Worth 52/36/c 52/38/c 54/42/pc 62/42/pc 59/38/pc
Denver 42/20/pc 46/22/s 46/20/pc 47/21/c 44/16/c
Flagstaff 39/17/c 41/17/pc 41/22/pc 40/22/c 43/15/c
Houston 54/42/c 56/44/c 58/44/c 66/46/pc 68/48/c
Kansas City 34/23/pc 46/28/pc 51/31/s 42/26/c 37/24/pc
Las Vegas 59/39/s 61/39/s 59/42/c 54/40/c 54/34/c
Miami 76/52/pc 71/52/pc 73/57/c 77/61/c 79/61/c
Minneapolis 10/-5/pc 16/6/pc 20/10/c 19/9/c 22/7/c
New Orleans 59/40/c 57/42/pc 62/48/c 67/50/c 65/47/c
New York City 38/21/c 28/16/pc 22/16/c 28/21/c 30/21/c
Philadelphia 38/20/pc 28/15/pc 28/15/c 30/20/c 34/20/c
Phoenix 63/47/pc 64/45/s 64/46/pc 63/46/c 64/39/c
Portland 47/38/pc 48/36/c 40/30/c 46/33/c 47/31/c
San Francisco 58/44/s 56/44/c 56/44/c 57/44/s 58/42/pc
Seattle 46/36/pc 46/38/c 40/30/c 46/34/c 46/32/c
Tucson 59/39/pc 61/39/pc 63/41/pc 61/41/c 59/37/c
Washington, DC 44/22/pc 34/20/s 32/20/c 32/24/c 43/24/c

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Thur. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

A low drifting slowly eastward through southern New Mexico by Thursday night and Friday will keep the chance of some showers
around into Friday. Rainfall should average between 0.10-0.20 of an inch. Dry weather will return Saturday and last into the first part
of next week as the system moves to the east. Weather (W): s -sunny, pc -partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh -showers, t-thunderstorms,

r-rain, sf -snow flurries, sn -snow, i-ice.

Thursday .................................... 40°
Friday .......................................... 43°
Saturday ...................................... 39°
Sunday ........................................ 47°
Monday ........................................ 52°
Tuesday ...................................... 42°
Wednesday ................................ 39°

The exclusive AccuWeather composite of the
effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine,
precipitation, and elevation on the human body.

Shown is Thursday’s
weather.
Temperatures are
Thursday’s highs and
Thursday night’s lows.

All forecasts and maps provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2004

Anthony 52 32

Canutillo 52 32

Fabens 49 32

Clint 49 32

E. Montana 51 31

Socorro 50 30

Horizon 52 32

San Elizario 50 29

Tornillo 49 32

Vinton 52 32
El Paso
51/31

Santa Fe
43/18

Albuquerque
45/25

Alamogordo
49/24

Las Cruces
51/31

Deming
50/30 Carlsbad

50/30

Amarillo
47/25

Lubbock
50/28

Alpine
53/30

Odessa
50/32

Lajitas
55/33

Ruidoso
41/28

Cloudcroft
40/23

Ciudad
Juárez
49/30

31°

Mexico

Q: I was married to my husband for
only three months before he died. I
never remarried after that, and now
I am about to turn 60 years old. Can
I get Social Security widow’s ben-
efits?

A: A marriage must last at least nine
months before we can pay widow’s
benefits. However, there are excep-
tions. The most common is in the
case of an accidental death. Call us
at 1-800-772-1213 or visit your lo-
cal Social Security office and we will

go over the details of this and other
exceptions to find out if you are eli-
gible for widow’s benefits.

Q: I have Amyotrophic Lateral Scle-
rosis (ALS), better known as Lou
Gehrig’s Disease. My condition has
gotten so bad that I can no longer
work. I heard that changes to the
Social Security law mean I would
now automatically qualify for dis-
ability benefits. Is this true?

A: It’s not quite automatic. But there

are new rules that make it much easier
for ALS patients to qualify for Social
Security disability benefits. Assuming
you meet all other requirements, you
will be considered disabled for ben-
efit purposes if you present medical
evidence of an ALS diagnosis. (Many
other impairments require more medi-
cal evidence than just a simple diag-
nosis to qualify for benefits.) And if
your income and assets are low enough
to qualify for Supplemental Security
Income payments, another rule change
allows us to presume you are disabled
so that we can pay your SSI benefits
immediately, even while we are still
processing the paperwork on your

claim. Also, people with ALS qualify
for Medicare as soon as their disabil-
ity claim is approved. (Most other
people with disabilities must wait two
years before Medicare coverage kicks in.)

Q: I have chronic pain and it has
reached a point where I have to stop
working. I want to file for Social Se-
curity disability benefits, but I have
been told that pain does not qualify
as a disability. Is this true?

A: If you are unable to work because
of any physical or mental impairment,
you should file for disability benefits.
Obviously, we do not automatically

pay those benefits based on an allega-
tion of pain. But pain is usually a
symptom of other problems. And if
there is enough medical evidence to
show that those problems are severe
enough to keep you from doing any
substantial work, you will qualify for
Social Security disability benefits.
______________________________________________________
For more information visit your lo-
cal Security office, see www.ssa.gov
or call us at 1-800-772-1213. If you
have any questions that you would
like to have answered, please mail
them to the Social Security Office,
11111 Gateway West, Attn: Ray Vigil,
El Paso, Texas 79935.


