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If at first you don’t succeed, find out why
before you try again.

— Quips & Quotes
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CORRECTION
In an article about the recent elementary
UIL competition held at W.D. Surratt El-
ementary, it was incorrectly stated that
Canutillo ISD won overall. Canutillo won
first place in the 4th and 5th grade divi-
sion, however, Risinger Primary from
Fabens won first place in the kinder-3rd
grade division.  We congratulate all the
students who worked hard and participated
in these events.

Food convention
The 50th Annual Conference of the Texas
Association of School Nutrition, formerly
known at the Texas School Food Service
Association, will be held in El Paso, June
6-9, at the El Paso Convention Center and
Abraham Chavez Theatre. The theme for
this year’s conference is A Texas Odys-
sey, and is expected to host over 1,500
food service professionals from across the
state, with over 400 exhibits of food,
equipment as services. The new Texas
Public School Nutrition Policy will be
covered in workshops as well as sugges-
tions to serving healthy, nutritious snacks
and meals, breakfast programs in the
schools, and the cafeteria manager’s role
in a student’s life, to name a few. Texas
Dept. of Health Commissioner Dr.
Eduardo Sanchez will be at the site on June
9, with a variety of other dignitaries and
officials on hand. Call Debbie Devine, Di-
rector of Child Nutrition Services with
SISD, for more information at 937-0754
or e-mail at ddevine@sisd.net.

Top cats howl
Fabens ISD held its Second Annual Top
Cats Banquet on Thursday, May 20, 2004
at the Fabens Middle School Cafeteria
with Dr. Natalicio, UTEP President, as the
guest speaker. The ceremony, started last
school year by Superintendent Poncho
Garcia and Central Office, honors the top
10 students in grades 8 through 12. The
honored students were given opportunity
to invite a teacher who has been their men-
tor. This year, the Teacher of the Year win-
ners were recognized. Also in attendance
was Chente Quintanilla, State Represen-
tative. Entertainment was provided by
Adrian Saenz’s guitar classes from the
middle school and high school. Master of
Ceremonies was Jose Cervantes, Assistant
Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction.

In other news
� Clint High School’s Athletic Depart-
ment and teachers are raising money for a
colleague in need of a kidney transplant.
Coach Durant’s kidneys were damaged
during chemotherapy and the medical ex-
penses are hefty. Last week friends hosted
a brisket dinner to kick-off fund-raising.
An account has been set up locally with

SAN ELIZARIO — The unveiling of the
Purple Heart U.S. postage stamp in May of 2003
brought together many Purple Heart recipients
in special ceremonies
throughout the country.
Now, the move to un-
veil a War Memorial in
May of 2004 to honor
the World War II
(WWII) veterans has
created a spurt of inter-
est among our rapidly
decreasing number of
WWII veterans.

Anyone who helped
win the war, either a
veteran or someone on
the home front, is eli-
gible for the Registry
of Remembrances. It
will be kept on perma-
nent display at the
WWII Memorial in
Washington D.C. to
ensure that the names
of these patriotic Americans are recorded in
history for all time.

We have gone through several conflicts in
our nation’s history. The citizens of the U.S.
have not always fully supported our military
actions. When the focus of these conflicts turns
into internal politics, the majority of the popu-
lation is turned off by the politics involved and
they stop supporting our efforts altogether. Our
nation suffers and the morale of our troops, at
home and abroad, declines. Instead of us reso-
nating with negative criticism, we ought to help

Cipriano Panito Parra was part
of the ‘Greatest Generation’

By Sam Sanchez, Sr.
Special to the Courier

YOUNG SOLDIER — Cipriano Panito Parra.

hold up their banners and offer our troops the
support they need to carry on the fight neces-
sary to ensure the safety of this great nation.

This past Veterans Day, several hundred people
gathered at the San Elizario Veterans Memorial
Plaza to pay tribute to the veterans of San
Elizario. In the Veterans Room of the Museum

at Los Portales, many
obscure faces of mili-
tary individuals stare
from their photos on
the wall. The majority
fought either in Europe
or in the Pacific. In
1945, their names
were printed on the
back wall of the San
Elizario Presidio
Chapel.

It is still difficult to
pull war stories out of
tight-lipped veterans
whose combat experi-
ences are best left be-
hind and forgotten.
With the passing on of
these brave men, their
stories and experi-
ences go with them to

the grave and are lost forever. Among the many
names on the wall of the Chapel is that of
Cipriano Parra. His photo, in the Veterans
Room of the Museum, depicts a boyish-look-
ing man. Cipriano lived a quiet life in the close
knit farming community of San Elizario, with
his wife Ramona and his five children. He
worked and retired, after 30 years, from the
International Boundary Commission.

When the United States entered the war

See PARRA, Page 8

TORNILLO — Most people would as-
sume riding a bike doesn’t help someone
learn a second language. However, wanting
to win a bike certainly would encourage stu-
dents to work hard at learning English. Just
ask Jesus Gomez, the Tornillo Junior High
8th grader whose linguistic efforts helped

OFF TO THE RACES — Jesus Gomez is
presented a new Dr. Pepper 10 speed bike
by Principal James Blake.

Tornillo ESL
student wins bike

By Rudy Barreda
Special to the Courier

See BIKE, Page 4

CANUTILLO — A spectacular mural
painted by fifth and sixth grade students was
unveiled during Davenport Elementary
School’s recent student awards celebration.

Spanning an entire wall in the cafeteria, it “rep-
resents Davenport Elementary School students’
hopes and dreams, and it depicts our school’s
achievements in science, computer technology,
sports, reading, and ballet folklorico,” said Sylvia
Gonzalez, Davenport ES principal.

The mural, titled Education: “Key to Suc-
cess,” was commissioned as part of the
District’s Project Link program which is de-
signed to provide youth with healthy alterna-
tives to getting involved with drugs and gangs.

Students worked on the mural after school
during the spring semester under the supervi-
sion of local artist Francisco (Kiki) Rodriguez
and Davenport ES Counselor Lorenzo
Dominguez. The entire student body was able
to witness the mural’s creative process from
start to finish.

“I hope that the message students get out of
this painting is that the future is theirs to mold,
that anything is possible,” said Carlos Callejo,
Project Link program coordinator and the mu-
ral concept originator.

MAKINGS OF A MASTERPIECE — Davenport Elementary fifth and sixth grade students
help paint an inspiring mural. Shown in photo from left are Arely Sanchez, Priscilla
Contreras, Julie Perez, Ashley Vallejo, Laura Flores, Wendy Sanchez, Miguel Ramirez,
Lizette Gandarilla, Reyna Siqueiros, Denisse Lara, Maria Elizalde.

Davenport Elementary unveils student mural
By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier
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One perspective
By Francis Shrum

Reyes Reports By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

I’ve seen
a  thousand

dancing children. They’re all beautiful.
The music is as familiar to the bor-

der region as the refrain your mother
used to sing is to your childhood.
Sometimes the quality of the re-
corded music isn’t so good as it
scratches out over an improvised
sound system in a gymnasium or con-
ference room, the tunes having un-
certain beginning or end, but there is
plenty of boisterous in-between.

There are scant few elementary
schools in our part of the country that
don’t have a folklorico dance group
and most area high schools do, as well.
While spiked hair, pierced tongues and
ragged jeans may come and go,
folklorico dancing to the lively strains
of fiddle and guitar is one of the few
positive aspects of youthful society
that has had surprising longevity.

The younger the dancers, the cuter
they are. Though I’ve attended so
many school-related events over the
years, I never tire of watching them.
And neither do the hundreds of men
and women who hold positions of re-
sponsibility in our community, from
superintendents to state representa-
tives to school counselors. Even
among the most sage of our dignitar-
ies, hands begin to clap and toes to
tap when the lively beat begins. If
you listen closely, you can sometimes
hear a voice nearby softly singing the
lilting Spanish verse that accompa-
nies the instrumental.

Though the intricate dance steps
eventually flow into a seamless
rhythm under the feet of the more
experienced dancers, they are usually
laborious and measured with the little
ones. Clutching the edge of their col-
orful skirts, lovingly prepared by
teacher or mom, their fingers ner-

Dancing
children

vously crumple the cloth, their “per-
formance” smiles are sometimes lost
in the effort of counting beats and
steps. Then they catch a glimpse of a
special person in the crowd — a par-
ent, grandmother, teacher or special
mentor — and the little faces light
up with a smile that is neither mea-
sured nor practiced.

Of the many things I admire about

the Mexican culture, folklorico rates
right up there with the food. The col-
orful dances and costumes literally
transform young girls into radiant blos-
soms and young men into models of
handsome chivalry. There are many
positive aspects about children danc-
ing these traditional dances — I hope
that we continue to recognize and en-
courage it among our young people.

I appreciate that folklorico doesn’t
blur the lines between male and female
the way many aspects of unisex youth
culture does these days. And I wish
there were more slender, dark-clad
males among the undulating reds,
blues and yellows of the girls’ cos-
tumes. I don’t think a boy can dance
folklorico without a little positive male
mystic finding its way to the surface.

On Memo-
rial Day a
delegation of
about 50
World War II

veterans made the long trek from El
Paso to Washington, DC. This week-
end marked the official unveiling of
the World War II Memorial on the
National Mall. From May 27-30,
America honored “The Greatest Gen-
eration” with the National World War
II Reunion and the Memorial Dedi-
cation Ceremony.

I recently visited the memorial and
it is a moving experience. Upon en-
tering, viewers are awed by the vast
design and surrounding open space
and water. When considering the
4,000 stars that line the commemo-
rative Freedom Wall, with each star
representing 100 Americans who lost
their lives in the war effort, one gains
an understanding of the sacrifice and
dedication that characterizes the
World War II era.

This memorial, which was recently
completed after ten years in the mak-
ing, is a fitting tribute to those who

World War II veterans honored
gave so much for our freedom. Situ-
ated between the Washington Monu-
ment and Lincoln Memorial, it cov-
ers a 7.3-acre expanse in bronze,
granite, grass, and water and was spe-
cially designed to incorporate the
surrounding environment. Two 43-
foot arches adorn the north and south
ends of the plaza, celebrating the vic-
tories won in the Atlantic and Pacific
Theaters. Fifty-six granite pillars,
symbolizing the 50 states, five terri-
tories and the District of Columbia,
circle the centerpiece of the memo-
rial, the Rainbow Pool, and celebrate
the unprecedented unity of the nation
during WWII.

The National World War II Re-
union was held this weekend to al-
low veterans to share their wartime
stories, view the equipment they used
in World War II, archive their indi-
vidual stories through the Veterans
History Project, educate younger
generations about their experiences,
and, ultimately, participate in the
Memorial Dedication Ceremony.
This was a weekend filled with cel-
ebrations of victory, triumph and ca-

maraderie, and also solemn recollec-
tions of harrowing battles and lost
friends. Above all, it is a recognition
on behalf of a grateful nation of the
sacrifice and courage of those who
fought — and those who stayed be-
hind. At last, we have the chance to
say “thank you.”

Throughout El Paso, we celebrate
those who are serving in the Armed
Forces. It is fitting that Memorial Day
falls during our month-long Freedom
Fiesta celebration honoring Fort Bliss
personnel and their families. I hope
many of our military families take
advantage of the free and discounted
opportunities available around town.

Memorial Day holds meaning for
everyone. This year, as our troops
continue to fight in dangerous situa-
tions overseas and the nation dedi-
cates a national memorial to those
who fought so long ago, it is espe-
cially significant. I enjoyed hosting
our El Paso World War II veterans in
Washington this weekend. For them
and all our nation’s military person-
nel, it is important that our country
pause to honor them this year.

Late last week we attended a
screening of this year’s Viva El Paso!
The dance troupe is made up of many
of El Paso’s young people, both ex-
perienced and novice, who have a
love of dance and theatre. The young
girl on whose behalf we were invited
has been in dance and gymnastic
classes almost from the time she
could walk. At 13 she is a little shorter
but every bit as polished as some of
the performers twice her age.

I couldn’t help but let out a shout
of approval following the folklorico
performance — young women who
imparted to their graceful costumes
all the joy and grace of a butterfly in
a garden, young men who personi-
fied strength and daring as their steel
machetes struck sparks into the

evening sky.
I couldn’t help thinking that with

all that has come and gone in this
border community, with all its atten-
dant faults, recurrent social ills, and
flagging progress, there is something
to be desired in remembering and
practicing a few of the old ways, the
traditions that keep young people
grounded in the positive aspects of
their cultural identity.

Any young girl or boy who gets to
dress up in such royal costumes, per-
form for the people they care about
and who care about them, and receive
a rousing round of applause for do-
ing so, cannot help but carry a little
of that hopeful color with them as
they grow.

Long may the children dance.
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Eye on D.C.  By U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla

This is such an exciting time of
year. Spring is in full bloom and sum-
mer is right around the corner. This
time of year always reminds me of
new beginnings. This is especially
true for the students getting ready to
graduate from high school.

You’ve all been through your
“ups” and your “downs” over the past
few years. It wasn’t easy. Homework
wasn’t always fun and many times it
made your head hurt: struggling to
solve algebra problems, writing pa-
pers for English class and working
on history projects. Like many of my
classmates at South San Antonio
High School, schoolwork did not
come naturally to me. It was discour-
aging to see half of the kids in my
class give up the fight and quit
school. However, I believed — and
continue to believe — that if you

Congratulations, Class of 2004
work hard and give it your all, you
can do anything you want. Each of
you has the power to become a doc-
tor, a rancher, a writer, an engineer,
or even a U.S. Representative.

Here in America, we have greater
opportunities than any place in the
world. Education provides us with
endless possibilities. It opens doors
we never realized existed. For ex-
ample, there are many people out
there who start their lives at a dis-
advantage. But with hard work and
a dedication to their education,
they can soar to new heights. I
know this is true, because it hap-
pened to me.

Real life success stories begin in
communities just like yours. Every
day is an opportunity — an oppor-
tunity to learn and an opportunity
to set new goals for yourself. You

might learn
how to pro-
gram a com-
puter, build a
fence, speak
a new language or put together an
engine. Whatever you plan to do
in the future, never stop thirsting
for knowledge and reaching for the
stars. Your efforts and success are
what will keep our nation strong in
the coming century.

So, for those students out there
who are about to march across the
stage and receive your diploma, I
would like to congratulate you on a
job well done. You’re about to start a
new chapter in your life. I wish you
great luck as you set out to realize
the American dream.

Congratulations and good luck,
Class of 2004!

By Albert M. Balesh, M.D.
Why so much controversy over

something as small as a stem cell?
What did they ever do to anyone?
Why can’t we pick on someone our
own size?

The 40 or so cells of a four-day
embryo, when stained and slipped
under a low-power microscope, are
really not much to look at. That view
hardly merits the hair raised and pas-
sions engendered by the little fellas.

Depending on which side of the
fence you’re on, that roundish
sphere of hollow balls, known as an
embryo’s blastocyst, might repre-
sent an incipient human life to be
accorded all the rights, respect, and
dignity owed to any other human,
if you are a right-to-life activist.

On the other hand, if you suffer
from the likes of Parkinson’s dis-
ease, Alzheimer’s disease,
Huntington’s disease, stroke, spinal-
cord injury, diabetes, or muscular
dystrophy, or, if you know or love
someone who does, then those “mi-
croscopic balls of hope” represent
something entirely different, a pos-
sible miracle and perhaps the light
at the end of the tunnel.

Yes, stem cells. You can’t live with
‘em, you can’t live without ‘em!

They come from embryos, and
may one day treat fatal illnesses. A
common misconception is that stem
cells come from abortion clinics.
Actually, that is not the case. In vitro
fertilization (IVF) centers provide
them when “spare” embryos, too
numerous to implant in the womb
of would-be mothers, are to be oth-
erwise discarded.

How this material is disposed of
has become a moral and theologi-
cal issue, now even reaching the
very steps of the White House.
President Bush will have to continu-
ally wrestle with the pros and cons
of allowing federal funding for re-
search on stem cells taken from hu-
man embryos.

“Pro-life,” however, does not nec-
essarily mean “no stem cell research.”
Fifty-seven percent of abortion op-
ponents support embryonic stem cell
research, as do 72 percent of Roman
Catholics. Is a frozen embryo stored

Stem cells: You can’t live with
‘em, you can’t live without ‘em

in a refrigerator in a clinic the same
as a fetus developing in a mother’s
womb? Many think not.

For some, banning research on
embryonic stem cells would be tan-
tamount to doing harm to real, live,
postnatal human beings who might
be helped by such research. The
cells of a four-day-old embryo are
pluripotent. They are able to differ-
entiate into any of the 220 cell types
that make up a human body, includ-
ing those of the skin, brain, pan-
creas, liver, heart, and kidney.

Stem cells might be coaxed to
turn into appropriate cell types and
transplanted into patients with
Alzheimer’s disease or spinal-cord
injury. The technology will soon be
in place to make infinite quantities
of literally all cellular tissue in the
body. Stem cell research will, most
assuredly, revolutionize the practice
of medicine.

Such therapy might one day cure
rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthri-
tis by replacing damaged cartilage.
It could also supply new skin to burn
victims. The NIH, the chief sup-
porter of biomedical research in the
U.S., has not awarded grants for
studies using human embryonic
stem cells, yet.

Some research is currently under-
way, but it is privately funded and
not subject to checks, balances, and
government oversight, which might
become dangerous and problematic,
to say the least.

More questions than answers
about the medical benefits of em-
bryonic stem cells now exist. Stem
cells may work therapeutic miracles
in the future, or they may fall short
of their promise. We won’t know,
however, if research is placed on the
back-burner.

Ah, those stem cells. You can’t live
with ‘em, you can’t live without ‘em!

By banning research, one thing
becomes certain: we uphold the idea
of the sanctity of life, but at the price
of not doing all we can to improve
the lot of the living, the dying, and
the suffering.
_______________________________________________________
(2004, Albert M. Balesh, M.D. All

rights reserved.)

EAST EL PASO COUNTY — Isabel Castanon and
Hugo Fajrdo, both seniors at Clint High School, are the
recipients of the “Dress for Success Award.” Isabel and Hugo
are the first recipients of the award which was made avail-
able by Judge Frank and Evangelina Macias of Clint, Texas.

The award includes a $100 gift certificate for the stu-
dents to purchase clothing for graduation. “Many years
ago I attended a leadership course that I believe was the
turning point for my success in life. The one thing that I
still remember about that course is the instructor em-
phasizing the importance of your appearance in becoming
good leaders and achieving success,” said Judge Macias,
a former longtime Justice of the Peace for Pct. 6.

Jossue Herrera has received the Gates Millennium
Scholar award for 2003-2004. He is one of 1,000 indi-
viduals from across the country to receive the award
which will cover the cost of his undergraduate and gradu-
ate studies not covered by financial aid.

For Jossue, the award culminates three months of se-
curing faculty letters, 10 essays, and a 14 page personal
information packet. In addition, he secured recommen-
dations from two of his teachers, Paul Vasquez and Karen
Hayes. “There were times when I became very discour-
aged, wondering whether all the time spent was actually
worth it,” said Jossue. “I first learned I was a finalist for
the Gates award the day of prom, March 27; however, I

Clint high students receive scholarships
still had to complete other forms for final consideration.”
According to Herrera, he can now enjoy graduation fes-
tivities without worrying about how to pay for his col-
lege education. At the present time he is still undecided
but has narrowed his college choices to UTEP, Colo-
rado State, Texas Christian University, and St. Edwards.

“My advice to juniors is there’s money out there, but
you have to start making inquiries early, spend the time
applying, and never give up,” said Jossue.

The Gates Millennium Scholars, funded by a grant
from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, was estab-
lished in 1999 to provide outstanding students with an
opportunity to complete an undergraduate college edu-
cation, in all discipline areas and a graduate education
for those students pursuing studies in mathematics, sci-
ence, engineering, education, or library science. The goal
of the award is to promote academic excellence and to
provide an opportunity for thousands of outstanding stu-
dents with significant financial need to reach their full-
est potential. The Gates Foundation established the ini-
tiative to encourage and support students to complete
college and continue on to earn master’s and doctoral
degrees in disciplines in which their ethnic and racial
groups are currently under-represented.

In addition to the Gates Millennium Scholar Award,
Jossue won the El Paso Community Foundation Schol-
arship for $1000; the Ford Scholarship of $1000; the
Seek Sports for Educational Excellence in Kids Schol-
arship of $500; and the Freshman Leadership Program
Scholarship (Sul Ross SU) of $2500.

UPPER VALLEY — Canutillo
Elementary School students recently
placed first and third in a statewide
multimedia contest sponsored by the
Texas Computer Education Associa-
tion (TCEA).

Placing first were fifth graders:
Joshua Alvarado, Michelle Rosales,
Daniel Smith, Alexandra Torres, and
Mabely Melendez. The third place
finishers were sixth graders: Jose
Flores, Manny Romero Jr., and
Mariah Reimer.

Judith Valle, Gifted and Talented
teacher at CES, said that her fifth
grade students studied the American
Colonial Period and created a story
in which they pretended to be a young
person from that time period. They
created a power point presentation
that depicts that period’s travel
modes, foods eaten, jobs held, clothes
worn, and religion practiced.

The sixth grade students created a
power point presentation about Iraq,
including the clothing worn, religion,
Saddam Hussein, weapons of mass
destruction, and the government.
They created power point presenta-
tions of each of their projects.

Valle, with the assistance of Susan
Smith, CES Lead Technology
teacher, submitted both power point
presentations to the TCEA Student

Contest for Multi media in March.
“The contest is held once a year to
choose the best student-generated
computer projects in Texas,” said
Valle.

Along with receiving ribbons in
May, the students will be recognized
on the TCEA website. The students
have also been invited to the 2005
TCEA Conference, in Austin to re-
ceive special recognition.

DEPICTING ANOTHER TIME, PLACE — Canutillo Elementary contest
winners, from left, are sixth graders: Mariah Reimer, Jose Flores, and
Manny Romero Jr.; fifth graders: Joshua Alvarado, Michelle Rosales,
Mabely Melendez, Daniel Smith, and Alexandra Torres.

Canutillo ES place first and third in Texas Computer Education Association contest

By Kim Guzman
Special to the Courier

Special to the Courier
By Laura Cade and Karen Hayes
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Carlisle
Navidomskis

M.Ed., LPC, RPT
Family Counselor

By appointment only • Se habla español
Medicaid and insurance accepted

14200 Ashford (915) 433-7727
Horizon City, Texas 79928 cnlpc@earthlink.net

Horizon Family Counseling

Coming soon to an

orchard near you!
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the First National Bank. Anyone
wanting to donate should send
contributions to Francisco Durant
Fund, c/o First National Bank,
P.O. Box 278, Fabens, TX, 79838.
Checks should be made to the
Francisco Durant Fund, Account
#600100471. Durant has been
with Clint ISD for nine years. He
is married and has a grown son.

� Joann Herren, payroll super-
visor for Canutillo Independent
School District, recently com-
pleted the requirements to earn
the designation of Certified Texas
School Business Specialist
(CTSBS) specializing in the area
of payroll. The Texas Association
of School Business Officials
(TASBO) certification is earned
through the combination of spe-
cialized coursework, school busi-
ness experience, training in the
area of specialization, and active
membership in TASBO. Once cer-
tification is awarded, members are
required to complete 60 hours of
continuing education every three
years to maintain their certification.

� Assistant Principal Doris
Fernandes of H.D. Hilley El-
ementary School has been se-
lected as one of 1,500 teachers to
attend the United States Depart-
ment of Education’s Teacher-to-
Teacher Summer Workshop in

P o r t l a n d ,
O r e g o n
June 28-30.
Originally,
she in-
tended to
recommend
that some of
the Hilley
teachers ap-
ply for the
workshop.

“When I got the letter, I thought,
‘this is too good to be true!’ A lot
of the things in this workshop are
things our teachers want to learn
more about. But a lot of them
can’t leave town because they
have young families, and such. So
I thought this would give me a
chance to do staff development
during the summer for them if I
went.” Fernandes says reading
strategies are high on her list. “I
do plan to attend the reading strat-
egies and the English as A Sec-
ond Language workshops be-
cause their ESL is different from
our ESL,” and Fernandes says she
looks forward to trading tech-
niques with other teachers from
around the U.S.

� Fabens NJROTC was tops in
a recent competition with Bel Air
High School in a round of Army/
Navy games including pushball,
volleyball, flag football, softball,
tug of war, and an obstacle course.
Though they won the majority of
the events under the watchful eye
of judges from branches of the
military to include USN, JSMC,
USA, and USAF, Fabens cadets
came away with a healthy respect
for their Bel Air counterparts, ac-
cording to Lt. Sandy Terrazas.

� Registration for Paso Del

Norte School in the Socorro ISD
will hold summer registration for
2004-05 on June 22-23, 8:30-
11:30 a.m. For more information
contact Principal Debra Carden
at 937-6200.

� Andres Rodriguez, sixth grader
at Damian ES, won Canutillo In-
dependent School District’s Sixth
Annual Spanish Spelling Bee re-
cently. Coming in second was
Jaime Maturino, sixth grader at
Canutillo ES; third place went to
Magali Lopez, 6th grader at
Childress ES; and Elizabeth
Hernández, sixth grader at Damian
ES was fourth. The District Spell-
ing Bee brought together the top
four winners of the Spanish spell-
ing bees held at each of the four
CISD elementary schools.  The
contest was open to third through
sixth graders.

� The Teen Court program in the
Socorro ISD high schools has
proven to be profitable for six
graduating seniors in many ways.
These students had served in the
teen court as a lawyer, bailiff or
juror to determine consequences
for their peers who had committed
first-time Class “C” misdemeanors
such as smoking, traffic violations,
or drinking and drug violations.
First-time offenders who had pled
guilty before a Justice of the Peace
court are sometimes referred to the
Teen Court for sentencing. If the
offender successfully fulfills their
peer’s sentence, the judge removes
the charges from the defendant’s
legal record. Not only was their
service valuable to their peers, but
it has now become monetarily
valuable to them, with an $800
scholarship awarded to Danielle
Abril, Sapora Bradley, Liliana del
Hoyo and Mark Fierro of Ameri-
cas High, and Art Villa and Gizelle
Jauregi of Montwood High. The
scholarships were presented by El
Paso County Attorney Jose
Rodriguez and Teen Court Assis-
tant Manager, Norma Head.

� Twelve of the HOSA (Health
Occupations Students of America)
Chapter of Fabens High School
made a recent trip to Houston to
visit the Johnson Space Center, the
UTMB campus in Galveston and
other area attractions. In touring
the NASA facilities at the Johnson
Center, the students literally
walked in the footsteps of every
president since President Johnson,
viewed the original Mission Con-
trol Center in the legendary Build-
ing 32, and experienced the blast-
off of a rocket in the life-like sur-
roundings of the Space Center’s
IMAX Theatre.

� The electrician licensing pro-
gram, created by House Bill 1487,
which was passed last spring by the
78th Texas Legislature, took effect
June 1 replacing the former sys-
tem, under which electricians were
licensed at the municipal or re-
gional level. Local licenses were
valid only in the jurisdiction in
which they were issued, and the
qualifications for a local license
varied widely across the state. In
rural areas there might have be no
licensing at all. The new state li-
cense will replace the local licenses
and will be valid anywhere in the
state. Unless exempted by law, all

electricians who wish to work
statewide will be required to be
licensed by September 1, 2004.

� Bill Cosby, legendary come-
dian, will perform at the Abraham
Chavez Theatre on Sunday, Aug.
29 at 4 p.m. and at 7 p.m. Call
Ticketmasters at 544-8444 or go
on line at www.ticketmaster.com
for ticket information.

� A new live call-in cable show
featuring Paul Strelzin and
Suzanne Michaels began this
week and will continue Monday
nights in El Paso. Viewers can
tune in, call in, and buy gift cer-
tificates at up to 50 percent off
dining, entertainment, movies,
concerts and other treats around
El Paso. Each program offers en-
tertainment values from 20 to 30
different providers in the commu-
nity. Called “The Texas Guide for
El Paso, the program runs 6 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. The show’s creator
is Adam Haston, a local resident,
whose family has long been in-
volved in radio and television
projects. “The great thing about
this show is it offers so much to
El Paso. We’ve never had a way
to purchase up to half-price on
dining and entertainment before.
New York City has TKTS, where
you can buy half-price tickets the
day of a show. Las Vegas has a
similar outlet. Now El Paso will
have ‘The Texas Guide,’ and you
won’t even have to leave your
house to participate,” Haston said.

� The West Texas Youth Veteri-
nary Science Workshop, sched-
uled for July 11-15 at the Sutton
County 4-H Center in Sonora,
Texas, is seeking 30 young people
from across the state who are se-
rious about a career in veterinary
medicine. Course topics will in-
clude Beef Quality Assurance
program, toxicology, parasitol-
ogy, anesthesiology, anatomy,
nutrition, first aid, beef feedlot
health, large and small animal
practice, dairy cattle health and
horse medicine. Activities include
classroom, lab and field work.
Adult leaders are also needed to
serve as cabin directors and coun-
selors. Practicing veterinarians,
university professors and re-
searchers, and personnel from the
Texas Extension and The Texas
Animal Health Commission will
conduct the classes. Applications
must be received by June 18 and
notification of acceptance will be
sent by June 25. For more infor-
mation and registration call the
Extension agent in Sutton County,
Pascual Hernandez, at (325) 387-
3101 or e-mail at p-
hernandez@tamu.edu.

 � Preliminary scores on the
Texas Assessment of Knowledge
and Skills test in the Socorro ISD
show the district is improving. Of
those campuses with comparison
data from last year, 64 percent
increased in every subject. An-
other 20 percent of the remaining
schools made gains in all but one
subject. “I am excited about the
fact that scores have improved in
every subject area tested,” said
Supt. Dr. Robert Duron. “It’s evi-
dent we’re on the right course
however there are areas we need
to work on.”

Briefs
From Page 1
______________________

him win a brand new 10-speed bicycle.
Tornillo Junior High ESL teachers

Marlene Bullard and Marla Vranish,
along with the support of Principal
Jim Blake, offered their students the
chance to win the bike. As students
improved in their English profi-
ciency, they earned chances to get
their “name in the hat” for an end-

of-year drawing. The drawing, held
May 19 in the school’s library, proved
to be an exciting event for all.

Jesus is a second year student in
the United States, a very diligent
worker and, according to his teach-
ers, extremely deserving of the prize.
Along with improving his English
and maintaining his grades academi-
cally, Jesus has also participated in
cross country, football, basketball
and track. With his recent win, he’ll
likely be adding bike racing to his list
of athletic endeavors.

Bike
From Page 1
______________________
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PUBLIC HEARING

EL PASO CENTRAL
APPRAISAL DISTRICT

BUDGET
The El Paso Central Appraisal District will hold a public
hearing on a proposed budget for the 2004-2005 fiscal
year.

The public hearing will be held on Thursday, June 10,
2004 at 5:30 p.m. at the El Paso Central Appraisal
District, 5801 Trowbridge, El Paso, Texas 79925.

A summary of the  Appraisal District Budget follows:

The total amount of the Proposed
Budget (Salaries and Operating) is
$9,980,041.

The total amount of increase over the
current year’s Budget is $417,023.

The number of employees compensated
under the current Budget is 136.

The number of employees compensated
under the Proposed Budget will be 136.

The Appraisal District is supported solely by payments
from the local taxing units served by the Appraisal
District.

If approved by the El Paso Central Appraisal District Board
of Directors at the public hearing, this Proposed Budget
will take effect automatically on October 1, 2004, unless
disapproved by the governing bodies of a majority of the
county, school districts, cities, and towns served by the
Appraisal District.

A copy of the Proposed Budget is available for public
inspection in the office of each of these governing bodies.
A copy is also available for public inspection at the
Appraisal District Office.

El Paso Central Appraisal District
5801 Trowbridge

El Paso, Texas 79925

• Mail Boxes• Mail Boxes • Copies• Copies • Faxes• Faxes
Horizon Contract Post Office • 14200 Ashford, Ste. C • Open 9 AM to 3PM, Monday - Friday

TORNILLO — The entire staff of
Tornillo ISD enjoyed a morning of
camaraderie and celebration during
the district’s annual breakfast cer-
emony, held last Thursday at Emer-
ald Springs Golf and Convention
Center. During the breakfast, the
Teacher of the Year for each cam-
pus was recognized:

Beatrice O. Flores, Tornillo El-
ementary; Yariela G. Raley, Tornillo
Intermediate; Donna Bretado, Tor-
nillo Junior High; and Alejandro
Macias, Tornillo High School were
noted. Mrs. Flores and Ms. Bretado
will represent the district in the Re-
gion 19 competition.

Beatrice Flores, a second grade
bilingual teacher, will be retiring af-
ter a 25-year career, the last 13 at
Tornillo Elementary. “Actually, I
never intended to become a teacher,
in spite of having several members
of my family in the education field,”

Teachers of the Year named in Tornillo ISD

BEST IN THE BOOKS — Tornillo Teachers of the Year, from left, Bea
Flores, Yariela Raley, Alex Macias, and Donna Bretado.

she said. Nevertheless, circumstances
dictated otherwise. Her first year of
teaching allowed her to realize her
true calling. “I loved the children and
felt that I could give them so much,”
said Mrs. Flores. She will be greatly
missed, as evidenced by the hugs and
warm wishes she received at the con-
clusion of the ceremony.

Like Mrs. Flores, Donna Bretado
had no early aspirations to become a
teacher. “Since I was in middle
school, I had always wanted to be a
lawyer.” Things changed, however,
after her father retired from the army.
He moved the family to El Paso, and
began his teaching career. Donna
would visit her father’s classes and
see the impact he had on his students.
“By the end of my senior year, I had
decided to become an elementary
teacher,” she said. This decision
eventually led Ms. Bretado to Tor-
nillo in the fall of 2000, as an 8th
grade English teacher. To better
meet the needs of her students,
Donna soon earned her ESL en-
dorsement. Over the past three

years, she has successfully imple-
mented ESL strategies into her lan-
guage arts lessons. Exemplifying
the pursuits of lifelong learner, Ms.
Bretado recently completed her
Master’s Degree as an Instructional
Specialist from UTEP.

Ms. Raley, who teaches 6th grade
bilingual, felt she was destined to
become a teacher. She came to Tor-
nillo Intermediate with a variety of
teaching experiences, including
working with adults at the West Texas
Community Supervision and Correc-
tions, coaching girls’ track at Socorro
ISD, and teaching ESL at the Adult
Probation Department.

Macias, who started his teaching
career this year as a 9th grade En-
glish teacher, was also influenced by
a family member to become a
teacher. His grandfather originally
piqued Macias’ interest in teaching.
Later, when his coach from Cathe-
dral High School died, Macias was
amazed at the number of people who
attended the funeral, illustrating the
lifelong impact teachers have on stu-

By Rudy Barreda
Special to the Courier

dents’ lives. He dedicated his award
to former colleague, Gabriela Otero,
who was killed in a recent car acci-
dent. “I dedicate this award to her,
and I hope to one day become as good

a teacher as she,” he said.
Superintendent Paul Vranish con-

gratulated each of the winners, and
wished our Region 19 representatives
the best of luck.

As the weather gets warmer, more
cyclists will hit the road for recre-
ation, transportation and exercise. In
2002, according to the U.S. Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission,
more than 635,000 bicycle injuries
in children from 5 to 14 years old
were treated in hospitals, doctor’s
offices, clinics, ambulatory surgery
centers and emergency rooms.

“Most bicycling accidents occur
close to home, and are the result of
falls,” explained Stuart L. Weinstein,
MD, pediatric orthopaedic surgeon and
first vice president of the American

Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons.
In order to promote a safer season,

orthopaedic surgeons urge cyclists to
take extra caution to prevent injury.
While wearing helmets remains the
most proven method of reducing
brain injuries in bicycle accidents,
these accidents can also result in se-
rious musculoskeletal injuries, bro-
ken bones, sprains and strains to the
rider. There are a number of factors
that contribute to bicycle accidents,
which include inattention to obstacles
in the bicycle path, excessive speed,
maneuvering to avoid vehicles or
pedestrians and not wearing the
proper safety equipment.

The AAOS offers these bicycle
safety tips:

• Always wear a helmet that fits
snugly and does not obstruct your
vision.

• Make certain the bicycle is the
right size for the rider, is properly
adjusted and well maintained.

• Wear bright fluorescent colors
and avoid biking at night. If you do,
make sure you have a working head-
light visible for 500 feet and rear re-
flectors.

• Stay alert and watch for obstacles
in your pathway.

• Ride with traffic and be aware of
traffic around you. Obey traffic laws.
Don’t ride double or attempt stunts.

• Avoid loose clothing and wear
appropriate footwear.

• Dress for the weather.

Orthopaedic surgeons advise cyclers to ride safely this summer
By Claudette Yasell

Special to the Courier

SAN ELIZARIO — Oh, the
imagination of children! Teach-
ers and parents witness the ideas
that come out of children’s heads
every day. For two Borrego El-
ementary students in the San
Elizario Independent School Dis-
trict, these wild imaginations
were put to paper for the 10th An-
nual Reading Rainbow Young Writ-
ers and Illustrators Contest.

The result was a boost in confi-
dence and what might turn out to be
the spark to a career in writing for
both Derick Chacon and Jonathan
Martinez, second graders, 8-year-
olds, and now, authors.

Chacon’s “AJ the Book Writer”
took first place in the second grade
level of competition, which was open
to all El Paso students in grades K-3.
As a result, his entry has been
shipped to Nebraska, where it will be
judged in an effort to determine
whether the book is named one of 12
national winners.

By Phillip Cortez
Special to the Courier

Two want to become authors thanks to Reading Rainbow

“AJ is about a friend of mine who
moved to California,” Chacon said.
In the book, AJ is not popular and
gets picked on. So he has dreams that
he becomes a monster or a superhero
that keep kids from picking on him,
according to Chacon.

“He realizes that all he needs to do
is be himself,” Chacon said. In the
end, AJ grows up and writes about
the monsters and heroes he dreamed
of as a child and becomes famous for
it. Needless to say, nobody teases AJ
anymore.

Martinez’s entry, “Lucky the Mis-
chievous Dog,” is about a dog that
gets lost in the forest and makes a

friend, another lost dog, named
Puppy. Together, the two use their
wit and friendship to outsmart the
wolves of the forest until they
find their way home. The entry
earned a second place award.

The story was written partly
because the author does not have
a dog of his own.

“I want a dog,” said Martinez,
who would like it to resemble a
wolf.

Cynthia Muzio is a second
grade teacher at Borrego and along
with her fellow teachers, encouraged
students to participate in the contest.

“It’s a great honor to have two of
our students from San Elizario par-
ticipate with other students in the city
and do well,” she said.

Both Martinez and Chacon have
taken a lot out of the experience.
Chacon says he looks at other books
and the pictures inside them. Then he
tries to make his own story out of the
pictures he sees. Both say they want
to become authors when they grow
up.

Little do they realize that they al-
ready are.

Jonathon Martinez and Derick Chacon.
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King Super Crossword

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

M&MS
ACROSS

    1 It may be tipped
    4 W.C. Fields
quote?
    7 Poisonous plant
  12 Social groups
  18 Palindromic name
  19 Important numero
  20 Ages
  22 Lama or imam
  23 Singer Shannon
  24 CEO, e.g.
  25 Silent performer
  27 Like Donne’s
poetry
  30 Aquatic mammal
  31 Slight
  32 Zombie ingredient
  33 Memphis deity
  36 Obligation
  39 Famed
anthropologist
  44 _ fin
  48 Scand. nation
  49 Summarize
  50 Computer
acronym
  52 Kitchen utensils
  54 _ one’s time
(waits)
  57 Weber’s “_
Freischutz”
  58 ’98 home run king
  60 Praise
  62 Female goat
  64 “O Sole _”
  65 Sour fruit

  66 Like some
watches
  68 Bradley or Epps
  70 “Heat and _” (’83
film)
  73 Writer Rand
  74 Education pioneer
  78 Woods’ grp.
  81 Indication
  82 Wordsworth works
  83 Magazine
employee
  86 Air bear?
  88 _ Gatos, CA
  90 MA hours
  91 Winter wear
  93 Bearded
bandleader
  97 Lamb’s dam
100 Wear away
101 Illinois city
102 Financial abbr.
103 What trumpets do
105 Diarist Anais
106 Homeric
combatants
108 5th Dimension
member
112 Farmer’s place
114 Yemeni city
115 Bond rating
116 Lhasa _
120 Ocean vessel
123 Glass’ “_ on the
Beach”
128 “Full Metal Jacket”
star
133 Team scream

134 Humorist George
135 Babbled
136 Mame, for one
137 Consumed a knish
138 Gender
139 Lady of Spain
140 Moshe of Israel
141 Contemporary
142 Use a shuttle

DOWN
    1 Muslim pilgrimage
    2 Lost
    3 Soft mineral
    4 “Bah! _!”
    5 Boxer Johansson
    6 Baird or
Witherspoon
    7 Theological sch.
    8 _ tree (cornered)
    9 Sulky
  10 Part of 12 Down
  11 Atkins or Huntley
  12 Calculating
person?
  13 O’Hare info
  14 Incites Rover
  15 Rock hound?
  16 Jacob’s twin
  17 Pencil piece
  21 “Ethan Frome”
prop
  26 Eloquent equine
  28 Rink legend
  29 Caroline, to Ted
  34 Celebrity
  35 Little devil
  37 Comice kin

  38 Math subject
  39 Shearer of “The
Red Shoes”
  40 “As You Like It”
setting
  41 Silly Skelton
  42 Periodontists’ org.
  43 Campus digs
  45 Whips up a
waistcoat
  46 Spanish city
  47 Croce’s Mr. Brown
  48 Leno’s network
  51 Loses control
  53 Noted
  55 Dutch treat?
  56 Patriot Deane
  58 Ramble
  59 Animal that
roared?
  61 Singer Amos
  63 Melville novel
  67 Tenor Beniamino
  69 Hwys.
  71 Fountain order
  72 Threefold
  75 “I’m _ Cowhand”
(’36 song)
  76 Getty or Parsons
  77 “Take _ leave it!”
  78 Heart, e.g.
  79 “Peer Gynt”
composer
  80 “Maltese Falcon”
actress
  84 Maine town
  85 Chatter box?
  87 Square measure

  89 Actor Pickens
  92 Berry or Olin
  94 Sped
  95 Construct
  96 Bartok or Peron
  98 One of the
Osmonds
  99 Directional suffix
103 Command
104 Stem
107 “_ Hand” (’81 hit)
109 One in a million
110 Salted snack
111 Purrfect pet?
113 South American
capital
116 Current amount
117 Unwind a rind
118 Mikita of hockey
119 Conductor
Klemperer
121 Stentorian
122 Writer O’Brien
124 Neighbor of
Pakistan
125 _ Haven, CT
126 Brainstorm
127 Casanova’s cry?
129 “_ Alibi” (’89 film)
130 Author LeShan
131 Nicole on “Fame”
132 Browning’s
bedtime?
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Every time I turn on the television or listen
to the radio these days, all I seem to see and
hear about are the troubling antics of persons
with no regard for the law.

I see way too many people getting away with
one crime or another.

Seeing so many people get away with so
many things makes you wonder if you’re on
the right side of the law.

Maybe I should try a life of crime. Maybe I
can finally reap the benefits of taking what isn’t
mine, or perpetrating a crime on someone I
don’t like, or maybe I can do whatever I want
to do with a complete disregard for the rules.

Yes, finally — an easier life. A life where I
can take what I want whenever I want it.

But I can’t stay in El Paso — too many
people know me here. I’ll have to go to a place
where this kind of behavior is common and
accepted.

I’ll have to go to a place where criminals are
respected and the authorities tend to look the
other way. I need to go to a place where bad
guys are made to feel welcome.

Colorado is gaining a rep for being too easy on the bad guys
I’ve got the perfect place. I’ll go to Colorado.
Isn’t Colorado the place where little

JonBenet Ramsey was murdered? Isn’t the
killer still walking the streets? Yeah, that’s what
I’m looking for, a place where police detec-
tives stumble over themselves in an attempt to
corrupt as much evidence as possible.

Colorado. Hey, isn’t Kobe Bryant still scor-
ing 30 points a game in the playoffs though he
was arrested on the charge of rape in Colorado?
Gee, I wonder if I would still be employed at
my job if I was charged with raping a woman
in Texas?

Oh yeah, talk about a Rocky Mountain high.
Colorado is definitely the place to be.

If only I had one more example of Colorado’s
criminal hospitality, just to be sure.

And here it is. Gary Barnett is being kept on
as head football coach at the University of
Colorado.

Hey, but I thought his players were provided
with money, alcohol, and prostitutes during
recruiting trips? I thought the players spent their
48-hour trips to Colorado being wined and
dined in the most despicable ways to be lured
to the party school of the Rockies. I thought
current and former football players there were
accused of raping at least nine women.

Oh, I forgot, it’s Colorado!
Of course, when coach Barnett says he had

absolutely no idea what was going on with his
football program, the authorities believe him.

Naturally, when Barnett claims he had no
clue that his players were apparently molest-
ing everything in a skirt on the campus, he isn’t
questioned.

Now let me get this straight. A coach has
only so many scholarships to offer. And every
recruit who visits the school must be convinced
to stay and every player on the team must try
to act like… well, like a human being. Coach
Barnett’s job at the college depends on it.

And you’re going to tell me Barnett lost track
of these recruits and players for hours or days
at a time? And he gets to keep his job. Way to
go, Colorado.

In fact, after reviewing the case thoroughly,
no one has been held responsible for the mess
at the University of Colorado.

Let’s see here… clicking on Priceline…
naming my own price… there we go… one
ticket to Boulder… one way, of course.

The day of his life
On many occasions a man will be asked what

the best day of his life was.

Sometimes he’ll think about something he
accomplished at work and sometimes he’ll feel
obligated to say it was the day his kids were
born.

Well, for Pittsburgh Pirate Rob Mackowiak,
that question will never pose a problem because
he can answer the question easily — he can
say it was something he accomplished at work
and it was the day his baby was born.

Because they both happened on the same
day.

Last week, the Mackowiaks — Rob and wife
Jennifer — had their first child, Garrett, at
about 11 in the morning.

That evening, Mackowiak played in a
doubleheader for the Pirates. I guess since his
wife did all the work earlier in the day, Rob
still had some energy.

In the first game, he came up to the plate
with the score tied in the bottom of the ninth,
the bases loaded and two outs. Mackowiak hit
a grand slam home run to win the game.

In the second game he also hit a 2-run home
run.

Wow, now that’s a day he’ll never forget,
May 28, 2004.

That was so impressive that I may never for-
get that date.

EAST EL PASO COUNTY — The
Fabens High School track was the site of
the first successful No Limits Track Club
International Invitational Track Meet on
Memorial Day.

Under sponsorship of the Junior Olym-
pics, the invitational event was attended
by about 65 athletes ages eight to 20, and
special events for the numerous “bantams”
who were under competition age. The in-
ternational qualification was upheld by
nine elite high school runners from Cd.
Juarez.

Coach Dick Harshberger said the event
was especially successful considering
other competing Memorial Day events. He
said he especially wanted to thank Coach
Kettlehut of Fabens ISD for his assistance
in providing facilities for what is hoped to
be a first-annual event.

Fabens hosts
No Limits Track
Club’s first
invitational meet

EAST EL PASO COUNTY — More than 9,000
Socorro ISD high school students are thinking about
next year’s classes as they prepare to register for the
2004-2005 school year. Students are expected to bring
the following documents to speed their registration.

• Student’s Immunization record
• Student’s Birth Certificate, the “court” copy
• Social Security card
• A gas, water or electric utility bill from their resi-

dence dated June or July, 2004, or a final lease con-
tract

• Last school report card (for incoming freshmen)
or withdrawal paperwork from previous school

Students for Socorro, Montwood, Americas and El
Dorado high schools are scheduled to register during
the following days:

SOCORRO HIGH SCHOOL
10150 Alameda Avenue, 937-2000
July 6 - All Seniors
July 7 All Juniors
July 8 All Sophomores
July 9 All Freshmen
July 20 Freshmen Orientation

MONTWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
12000 Montwood Drive, 937-2400

Returning and Freshman Students
July 9 Seniors, surnames A-L, 8:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.;
July 12 Juniors, surnames A-L, 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.
surnames M-Z 12:30 3:30 p.m.
July 13 Sophomores, surnames A-L, 8:30 11:30 a.m.
surnames M-Z, !2:30 3:30 p.m.
July 14 Freshmen, surnames A-L, 8:30-11:30 a. m.
surnames M-Z, 12:30 3:30 p. m.

FUTURE MONTWOOD HIGH STUDENTS ALSO NEW
TO SISD
Thursday, July 15, all surnames, 8:30-11:30 a.m. and
12:30 - 3:30 p.m.

EL DORADO HIGH SCHOOL
12401 Edgemere Boulevard, 937-3200
July 8 Sophomores, surnames A-Elam, 8:30 11:30 a.m.
surnames F-Lopez, 1:30 4:30 p.m.
July 9 Sophomores, surnames Loya-Ramirez, 8:30
11:30 a.m.
surnames Ramos-Z, 1:30 p.m. 4:30 p.m.
July 12 Freshmen surnames A-Enriquez, 8:30 11:30
a.m.
surnames Erives - Maldonado, 1:30 4: 30 p.m.
July 13 Freshmen, surnames Mannix-Rivera, 8:30 11:30
a.m.
surnames Rodriguez Z, 1:30 4: 30 p.m.

July 14 8th Grade surnames A-Lopez, 8:30 11:30 a.m.
surnames Lowry Z, 1:30 -4:30 p.m.
July 15 New
Students surnames A-N, 8:30 11:30 a.m.
surnames O-Z, 1:30 4:30 p.m.
July 16 New
Students surnames A-N, 8:30-11:30 a.m.
surnames O-Z, 1:30 4:30 p.m.

AMERICAS HIGH SCHOOL
12101 Pellicano Drive, 937-2800
July 1 Freshmen, surnames A-E, 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Freshmen, surnames F-M, 12:30 2:30 p.m.
July 2 Freshmen, surnames N-R, 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Freshmen, surnames S-Z, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
July 6 Seniors, surnames A-E, 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Seniors, surnames F-M, 12:30 2:30 p.m.
July 7 Seniors, surnames N-R, 8:30 11:30 a.m.
Seniors, surnames S-Z, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
July 9 Juniors, surnames A-E, 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Juniors, surnames F-M, 12:30 2:30 p.m.
July 12 juniors, surnames N-R, 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Juniors, surnames S-Z, 12:30 2:30 p.m.
July 13 Sophomores, surnames A-E, 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Sophomores, surnames F-M, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
July 14 Sophomores, surnames N-R, 8:30 11:30 a.m.
Sophomores, surnames S-Z, 12:30-2:30 p.m.

Socorro ISD high school students to register
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Comix
OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

Classified Ads

By Don Flood
I’m not happy, and I’m not lovin’

it.
While I ordinarily strive for a

light, inclusive column, this mes-
sage deals with a serious issue that
affects adults only.

The reason: McDonald’s has re-
cently launched a new product —
the Go Active! Happy Meal.

It is, according to a company
statement, a Happy Meal for
adults.

It is also, sadly, the Greatest
Fraud in the History of Fast Food-
dom (which unfortunately is a
rather silly looking word).

Here’s what you get — a salad,
exercise tips and a stepometer,
which counts the number of steps
you take.

Where is the “happy” in there?
Oh, I forgot — YOU GET

WATER!
What — they never considered

a martini? This is an adult Happy
Meal.

I’m not expecting an expertly
shaken, call-brand dry martini,
straight up with a twist of lemon,
but would it have killed them to
try?

Maybe McDonald’s was
spooked by “Super Size Me” — a
movie that answered the burning
question: What will happen if you
try get fat by eating at McDonald’s
three meals a day for 30 days? You
will get fat! And now McDonald’s
is taking it out on everybody else:

McDonald’s VP I: Oh, they want
healthy food, do they? We’ll show
‘em! We’ll feed them nothing but
greens and water. What could be
worse than that?

McDonald’s VP II: I know!
We’ll call it a Happy Meal for
Adults and throw in exercise tips!
HAHAHAHA! We’ll make them
beg for super-sized french fries!

I don’t object to McDonald’s
selling salad and water — it’s un-
likely they would have built them-
selves into the largest restaurant
chain and the scourge of Cow
World that way, but that’s their
business — but I do have a prob-
lem with the name Happy Meal.

Whether for adults or kids, a
Happy Meal must contain two
things: a prize and french fries.

Admittedly, this probably is not
in the U.S. Constitution, but it
should be.

My point is, there needs to be a
little truth in advertising.

If they’re selling rabbit food and
water, they should be honest and
call it a Melancholy Meal.

You porked out over the holi-
days and now it’s time to get back
in shape and you’re not too happy
about it.

“Yes, I’ll have the Melancholy
Meal, please, and for dessert I’ll
have the lo-cal bean curd.”

But if you’re eating something
good for you, that’s all the more
reason you deserve a prize.

Here are some gifts they might
have considered:

• A gift certificate to some place
other than McDonald’s.

• An all-expense paid trip to
Vegas.

• A giant Winnebago.
• Tickets to the Super Bowl.
OK, those prizes could be a little

expensive.
So how about a Victoria’s Secret

catalog? Victoria’s Secret would
supply them for free, and yet it
would give customers something
to look forward to with their Mel-
ancholy Meal.

It might even make it a Happy
Meal, especially if you throw in the
martini.
______________________________________________________
(c) 2004 King Features Synd., Inc.

It’s a meal, but it’s not “happy”

LEGAL

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Invitation to
Bid/Respond:

Sealed bids/pro-
posals/CSP to fur-
nish the District with
the following prod-
ucts and/or ser-
vices will be ac-
cepted at the fol-
lowing times:

ATHLETIC AND
STUDENT
HEALTH

INSURANCE
CSP NO.

199-0615-0488
TUESDAY,

JUNE 15, 2004,
3:30 P.M.

Proposals will be
received at Busi-
ness Services
Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El
Paso, Texas  79928
until the specified
times. Detailed
specifications are
available from the
above office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4

p.m. Mondays
through Fridays.
WTCC-06/03/04
________________________

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Invitation to
Bid/Respond:

Sealed bids/pro-
posals/CSP to fur-
nish the District with
the following prod-
ucts and/or ser-
vices will be ac-
cepted at the fol-
lowing times:

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

CSP NO.
199-0615-0487

ACCEPTED
UNTIL

JUNE 15, 2004,
2:30 P.M.

LIBRARY
BOOKS
CSP NO.

199-0615-0464
ACCEPTED

UNTIL
JUNE 15, 2004,

3:00 P.M.

Proposals will be

received at Busi-
ness Services
Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El
Paso, Texas  79928
until the specified
times. Detailed
specifications are
available from the
above office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. Mondays
through Fridays.
WTCC-06/03/04
________________________

NOTICE TO
CUSTOMER

Texas Gas Service
Company, a divi-
sion of ONEOK,
Inc. (“Company”),
hereby gives notice
of its intent to imple-
ment a new sched-
ule of rates for ap-
p r o x i m a t e l y
178,170 residential,
11,302 commercial,
68 industrial, 772
public authority, 17
municipal water
pumping and 42
standard transpor-
tation customers
within the incorpo-
rated areas of El
Paso, Anthony,
Clint, Horizon City,

Socorro and Vinton,
Texas, in accor-
dance with the
Company’s State-
ment of Intent filed
with the City of El
Paso, Town of An-
thony, Town of Clint,
Town of Horizon
City, City of Socorro
and Village of
Vinton, Texas, on
May 14, 2004. The
proposed effective
date is for meters
read on and after
July 27, 2004.

It is anticipated that
the effect of the
change in rates will
be to increase the
revenues of the
Company within the
El Paso Service
Area by approxi-
mately $ 684,705 or
0.69 percent. The
proposed change
does not constitute
a “major” change as
that term is defined
by Section 104.101
of the Texas Utilities
Code.

The proposed tar-
iffs include in-
creases in gas
sales and transpor-

tation rates for all
residential, com-
mercial, industrial,
public authority,
and municipal wa-
ter pumping cus-
tomers. The Com-
pany has also pro-
posed changes in
the cost of gas tar-
iff, changes to the
transportation tar-
iffs to include bal-
ancing provisions
and filed initial tar-
iffs for an Economic
Development Rate
and Interim Cost
Recovery and Rate
Adjustment Clause
in the incorporated
areas of the El
Paso Service Area.
The effect of the
change in rates,
when allowed, will
be to increase the
revenues of the
Company by ap-
proximately 0.69
percent. Based on
the proposed rate
design, the average
monthly residential
bill of 45 Ccf will in-
crease by approxi-
mately $0.21, or 0.7
percent, the aver-
age monthly com-
mercial bill of 279

Ccf will increase
a p p r o x i m a t e l y
$1.00, or 0.6 per-
cent, the average
monthly public au-
thority bill of 975
Ccf will increase
a p p r o x i m a t e l y
$3.32 or 0.6 per-
cent, the average
monthly industrial
bill of 2,926 Ccf will
increase approxi-
mately $9.60, or 0.6
percent, the aver-
age monthly mu-
nicipal water pump-
ing bill of 11,698 Ccf
will increase ap-
proximately $33.87
or 0.5 percent, and
the average stan-
dard transportation
bill of 34,406 Ccf
will increase ap-
proximately $96.01
or 3.1%.

A complete copy of
the Statement of
Intent is available
for inspection in the
municipalities’ of-
fices and in the
Company’s busi-
ness office located
at 4600 Pollard St.,
El Paso, Texas
79930.

TEXAS GAS
SERVICE

COMPANY

WTCC: 06-03-04
____________________________________

BARGAINS

20.8 cubic foot Ad-
miral refrigerator
with icemaker,
$200. 21.1 cubic
foot Kelvinator up-
right freezer, $150.
Both in excellent
condition. 852-
7298 or 479-2595.
6/3
________________________

Drum set, great
quality, condition.
Call 852-2610 for
details.
________________________

HELP
WANTED

Attention
Students!

SUMMER WORK
$11 base-appt.

Flexible Schedules
Cust. sales/srve,

conditions
exist, all ages 18+

915-779-2129
www.workforstudents.com

________________________

SELF-HELP

Persons who have
a problem with al-
cohol are offered a
free source of help
locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous - call
562-4081 for infor-
mation.

Tiene problemas
con el alcohol? Hay
una solucíon.
Informacion: 838-
6264.
________________________

SERVICES

ALTERATIONS
EMBROIDERY
Tees & More
14010 Horizon

Blvd.
852-8956

________________________

AV
CONSTRUCTION

Additions &
Remodeling
Kitchen &

Bathrooms
Garage Conver-

sions
Extend Any Room

of Your House

Deck & Porches
for Mobile Homes
Replace Existing

Windows
FREE

ESTIMATES
433-4102

________________________

“Windshield Ding
—

Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY GLASS

REPAIR
Windshield Repair

Specialists
By appt. at your
home or office:

(No repairs within
Horizon City)

R.V. Dick
Harshberger

915-852-9082
________________________

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE

REPAIR
Domestic and

Foreign
852-3523

1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

________________________

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079

•Electric rooter
service for sewers

and drains
•Appliance
installation

•Many other
plumbing services
Licensed, bonded

and insured for
your protection.

________________________
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New for 2004. Cub Cadet Series
1000 lawn tractors provide a 
precision cut at an exceptional
value. These long-lasting, reliable 
tractors are constructed with pre-
mium features, including: easy-to-
operate hydrostatic transmissions,
automotive-style lug nuts and
larger mowing decks. Visit your
local family-owned dealer today
for a test-drive.

DON’TCOMPROMISE,
GETACUBCADET.

Introducing the 
all-premium 

Series 1000 tractors.

STARTING AT $1,599 *

NEW
SERIES 1000 HIGHLY

RATED
BY A LEADING INDEPENDENT 
CONSUMER PUBLICATION

MODEL LT 1018 

*Product price–Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup
and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited

availability. C11137-01-55080-2

Hurry! 
Special financing available! 

To find a Cub Cadet retailer near you, 
visit www.cubcadet.com, 
or call 1-877-CUB-TOUGH.

THURSDAY

Quite warm with
several hours of

sunshine.

95°� �

THUR. NIGHT

Breezy in the
evening; otherwise,

partly cloudy.

FRIDAY

Warm with
sunshine and
patchy clouds.

94°� 69°�

SATURDAY

A good deal of
sunshine.

96°� 69°�

SUNDAY

Very warm with
times of sun and

clouds.

97°� 70°�

MONDAY

Warm with clouds
and sun.

95°� 68°�

TUESDAY

Sunshine and
some clouds.

92°� 65°�

WEDNESDAY

A mix of clouds
and sunshine.

93°� 67°�

WEATHER AccuWeather.com

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST FOR EL PASO

TEXAS WEATHER TRAVELERS CITIESUV INDEX

REAL FEEL TEMP™

AGRICULTURE

Statistics for noon.

Thursday .......... 10 ..........Very High
Friday ................ 10 ..........Very High
Saturday ............ 10 ..........Very High
Sunday .............. 9 ............Very High
Monday .............. 9 ............Very High
Tuesday .............. 9 ............Very High
Wednesday ........ 8 ....................High

The higher the UV Index, the greater
the need for eye and skin protection.

Albuquerque 91/61/s 90/61/s 91/61/s 91/63/pc 90/58/s
Atlanta 86/62/pc 84/62/pc 82/62/pc 82/64/t 82/66/pc
Atlantic City 76/56/sh 73/54/s 76/55/s 76/58/t 78/58/sh
Austin/San Antonio 90/68/r 90/69/pc 90/70/s 92/70/c 91/68/c
Baltimore 76/54/pc 78/56/s 78/60/s 80/62/t 81/61/sh
Boston 64/52/sh 72/56/s 74/58/s 70/60/sh 76/60/c
Chicago 70/50/s 74/54/pc 76/58/t 76/58/t 77/60/sh
Dallas/Ft. Worth 83/66/r 85/67/t 86/68/pc 88/71/c 90/69/c
Denver 80/52/r 84/54/pc 79/54/t 81/53/pc 81/54/s
Flagstaff 85/45/s 85/45/s 85/45/s 81/44/s 78/42/s
Houston 92/72/r 90/72/r 90/72/t 90/72/pc 90/72/pc
Kansas City 77/57/pc 79/60/t 80/61/t 83/64/pc 83/64/t
Las Vegas 103/78/s 104/78/s 104/76/s 102/74/s 100/71/s
Miami 89/76/r 88/76/r 86/75/r 87/76/r 87/74/t
Minneapolis 73/55/pc 78/58/sh 74/59/t 76/59/pc 79/61/c
New Orleans 88/71/t 86/71/t 88/71/pc 87/72/pc 88/71/pc
New York City 70/56/sh 74/58/s 76/60/s 76/63/t 78/63/sh
Philadelphia 76/56/sh 76/58/s 78/60/s 78/64/t 80/63/r
Phoenix 108/80/s 110/80/s 110/82/s 105/79/s 104/72/s
Portland 80/56/s 80/54/s 72/54/sh 68/51/pc 71/49/sh
San Francisco 70/52/pc 70/54/pc 70/54/pc 70/53/s 73/54/s
Seattle 76/52/s 74/54/pc 66/50/sh 63/48/sh 65/46/sh
Tucson 104/73/s 106/73/s 104/75/s 102/73/s 100/70/s
Washington, DC 78/58/pc 78/60/s 78/64/s 82/66/t 81/64/sh

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Thur. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

Dry weather will prevail across the region for the next few days as a ridge of high pressure remains in control of the area’s weather.
Afternoon high temperatures will average above normal, topping out in the middle 90s each day.

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms,
r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Thursday .................................... 99°
Friday .......................................... 88°
Saturday ...................................... 88°
Sunday ........................................ 88°
Monday ........................................ 89°
Tuesday ...................................... 89°
Wednesday ................................ 92°

The exclusive AccuWeather composite of the
effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine,
precipitation, and elevation on the human body.

Shown is Thursday’s
weather.
Temperatures are
Thursday’s highs and
Thursday night’s lows.

All forecasts and maps provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2004

Anthony 96 70

Canutillo 96 70

Fabens 95 69

Clint 95 69

E. Montana 95 70

Socorro 94 69

Horizon 96 71

San Elizario 92 68

Tornillo 95 69

Vinton 96 70
El Paso
95/70

Santa Fe
86/50

Albuquerque
91/61

Alamogordo
97/64

Las Cruces
97/67

Deming
100/64 Carlsbad

95/66

Amarillo
83/60

Lubbock
88/65

Alpine
91/61

Odessa
93/70

Lajitas
97/64

Ruidoso
82/57

Cloudcroft
78/51

Ciudad
Juárez
95/70

70°

Mexico

after Japan attacked Pearl Harbor,
Cipriano and his brothers were work-
ing as farm laborers in San Elizario.
Being small in stature, he was nick-
named “Panito.” He and his brothers
paid a visit to the Army Recruiting
Office in downtown El Paso early in
1942. His brothers went on to basic
training and a disappointed Panito
was sent home for being under
weight. He tried four more times to
enlist in the military without success.

Finally, in June of 1942, after con-
suming over two pounds of bananas,
he met the weight requirement of 115
pounds and a happy Panito reported
for basic training with the U.S. Army.

In November of 1942, Panito, a
gunner with Company “C” 601 Tank
Destroyer Battalion - First Armored
Division, found himself in action in
the invasion of North Africa. The Al-
lied Forces raced forward through
Algiers toward the Tunisian Border
engaging heavy German opposition
and encountering terrible terrain con-
ditions due to rain and snow. North
Africa had been a testing ground for
American troops and although they

did not do well at first, at Hill 609 in
Tunisia the 601 Tank Destroyer Bat-
talion performed with valor. Panito re-
ceived his first Bronze Star at Tunisia.

The 601 Tank Battalion assigned
to the II Corps under General George
Patton was reassigned to support the
1st Armored Division going up the
Bloody Boot, as Italy came to be
known. From Naples to Foggia and
on to Cassino, Anzio and Rome, the
1st Armored Division, which in-
cluded the 601 Tank Battalion and
also Darby’s Rangers as part of the
Fifth Army, engaged the Germans in
some of the most ferocious fighting
experienced by the American troops.

Knee-deep mud made progress
more difficult and digging fox holes
almost impossible. Panito found time
to write a letter home and told his
family that he had met fellow San
Elizarian, Tony Grijalva. By the time
Panito received an answer to his let-
ter, Grijalva had been killed in action.

The war with Germany ended in
May of 1945. Unannounced and un-
heralded, the German armies had
been destroyed by the Allied armies.
Hitler poisoned his new bride, Eva
Braun, and put a bullet in his head
with a pistol.

Panito Parra was discharged from
the Army Oct. 18, 1945. When he

stepped off the train at the Union
Depot in El Paso, pinned to his uni-
form were several campaign ribbons,
unit citations and other decorations,
including five Bronze Stars awarded
for valor under combat.

Panito, like many WWII veterans,
didn’t talk much about his combat
experiences. One thing is clear, two
pounds of bananas bought off a
horse-drawn wagon on an El Paso
street and a patriotic San Elizario
man who never abandoned his deter-
mination to join the military, helped
bring down the tyranny of Adolph
Hitler’s Third Reich and its notion of
a master race.

Parra
From Page 1
______________________


