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Congressman Henry Bonilla, a senior
member of the House Appropriations
Committee, said this week he has secured
$1.2 million for a new El Paso flood con-
trol system. The project will consist of
detention dams, diversion dikes, conduits
and channels to collect, regulate and dis-
charge runoff into the Rio Grande river.
The new system will provide flood pro-
tection for the urban areas subject to dam-
aging floods from arroyos on the slopes
of the adjacent mountains. Bonilla said an
additional $380,000 for continued work on
the reuse water project has been ear-
marked. The funding will be used to en-
sure a continuous source of freshwater
remains intact for the City of El Paso.
Funding was also obtained for Corp of
Engineers Investigations projects for
Northwest El Paso and Sparks Arroyo
Colonias in El Paso. Funding totaled
$756,000 and will provide the Corp of
Engineers with the resources needed to in-
vestigate the needs, planning and evalua-
tion of improvements for the basin, the
river and other water resources Members
of the Appropriations Committee oversee
all of the nation’s funding. Bonilla was the
first freshman Member of Congress in 25
years to be given a seat on the powerful
Appropriations Committee. He is now
chairman of the Agriculture Appropria-
tions Subcommittee and a senior member
of the Defense and Foreign Operations
Subcommittees. Bonilla is regarded as one
of the two most influential lawmakers in
Texas. He has represented El Paso since
his first election to Congress in 1992.

Non-profit assistance
Dozens of area non-profits received more
than $142,000 in grants this week from
the El Paso Community Foundation for
educational, health and advocacy pro-
grams benefiting area residents. Twice a
year the Foundation awards grants through
a competitive process, recognizing enti-
ties for their community contributions and
allocating monies that will be used to ef-
fect the most positive change. Sue
Jacobson of the Child Guidance Center ac-
cepted $4000 on behalf of the center. “This
grant will help us reach area children who
need that care,” she said. This year’s or-
ganizations received grants ranging from
$2000 to $11,000 for programs such as
children’s medical services, meals for the
homeless, tuition assistance, elderly hear-
ing aids, scouting recreation, family
therapy and colonia economic develop-
ment. Recipients include Valley Food Pan-
try, Project Vida, La Clinica Guadalupana,
Child Crisis Center and the Assistance
League of El Paso among others. “With
this financial help, we can provide services
for many of the region’s 75,000 hard of
hearing and deaf residents,” said Benita

See BRIEFS, Page 5

The man who first called it the “easy
payment plan” was mighty careless with
his adjectives.

— Quips & Quotes

By Don Woodyard
Courier Staff Writer

CANUTILLO — Campaign issues that had
swirled heatedly in the May school board meet-
ing resurfaced in the June 8 board session of
the Canutillo ISD.

Truth was a central issue in May.

Trust was center stage in the June board
meeting.

The issue in May, which sparked sharp ex-
changes among board members, concerned al-
leged illegal campaigning on campuses by sup-
porters of then-school board candidate Frank
Lerma who was subsequently elected to a po-
sition on the Canutillo ISD board of trustees.
The issue was also how confidential informa-
tion contained in Friday packets to board mem-
bers ended up in Lerma’s campaign flyers.

In May, then-board president Yvonne

Sanchez claimed board member Rafael Reyes
provided the material to Lerma.

She said she was “really ticked off” when
she learned of the lies and in the campaign
material and also after hearing complaints from
parents about the “trash” being handed out on
school grounds.

Reyes spoke of “crimes” against school dis-
trict, alleging the wasting of district money on
trips and excess travel expenses. He also had
concerns about the budget.

She said there was a “twisting of the truth”
for personal advantage.

“Truth, like beauty, is in the eyes of the be-
holder,” Reyes observed.

Superintendent Charles Hart raised the mat-
ter of trust in the June meeting when he spoke
of discontinuing the aforementioned Friday
packets because of information from them

See CANUTILLO, Page 6

SEISD moves to improve coaches financial status

By Don Woodyard
Courier Staff Writer

SAN ELIZARIO — There was good news
for coaches and substitute teachers in the San
Elizario Independent School District.

Realizing the need to stay competitive with
area school districts, the board of trustees ap-
proved larger stipends for the coaches and a
higher daily pay rate for substitutes. Action
came at its June 9 meeting.

Principals from the high and middle schools
reviewed recent TAKS results and steps planned
to strengthen weak areas found on the test.

“We have lost experienced coaches; we lost
nine last year,” explained athletic director Bernie
del Hierro in proposing stipend increases for
2004-05 designed to keep coaches from leav-
ing. “We have inexperienced coaches.”

The size of increases varies and does not
include all sports. Not all coaches or assistants
receive stipends.

Included in the pay hike package is the head
football coach whose stipend goes from $9,300
to $10,000.

“Why reward a coach who did not have a win-
ning season?”’ asked Ramon Holguin, one of two
new members just elected to the school board.

“The coach is giving his all; he is working hard
to build a program,” Del Hierro replied in defense.
“He’s working just as hard as a winning coach.

“(But) it’s not about winning,” Del Hierro
added with feeling. “They leave their hearts
out there (on the playing field).”

Other increases: Coaches for boys and girls
varsity basketball teams get a boost of $300 to
$5.,500. Varsity volleyball coach gets a $100
hike to $5,000. Varsity softball coach’s stipend
increases $600 to $4,000.

In pressing for the increases, the athletic di-
rector also emphasized that the coaches will have
contracts for stipends stipulating their duties.
“They must be held accountable for their actions.”

High school principal Irma Baquera under-
scored Del Hierro’s remarks regarding account-
ability for district coaches.

She said she has been talking “very seri-
ously” with the coaches. Without elaborating,
she spoke of “things she didn’t like. I will be
monitoring them. “Athletics go hand in hand
with the academic program.”

“I am looking for improvement in the sports
program,” the principal said optimistically.
“Hopefully we will be adding tennis to the
sports program.”

In the second of the two pay proposals, trust-
ees increased salaries for substitute teachers,
from those without a degree to those with bach-
elor degrees. The increase was $5 to $47 for
non-degree teachers. Those with bachelor’s got
a $10 jump to $60 per day.

The new pay scale puts SEISD on parity with
nearby school districts.

Aregional breakdown of TAKS scores showed
SEISD stacked up favorably with other districts
and, in some cases, exceeded state standards for
a particular grade and subject area.

The best score was a 97 in third-grade reading
(English). The worst scores were in middle school
math where seventh-, eighth- and ninth- grade math
scores dipped to 55, 35 and 39, respectively.

Middle school principal John Tanner pointed
out there were many academic gains, but did
not alibi about the low math scores that were
of “deep concern” to him.

“We have egg on our face,” he said.

Tanner explained he had lost a certified math
teacher. To help improve scores, math instruc-
tion was now in a two-period block format.

Tanner also expressed concern that not enough
students are exiting the LEP (Limited English
Proficiency) program. There will be emphasis
next year on improving the program, he said.

“We are looking very closely at the ESL (En-
glish as a Second Language) and bilingual pro-
grams,” said assistant superintendent Dr. Maria
Luisa Niestas.

Board member Armando Martinez was con-
cerned about the length of time in the two programs.

“Three years is too much time. Basically we
are doing something wrong.”

Niestas: “Our expectations (in these programs)
is more rigorous and aggressive — to use the
native language to bridge into English — to use
more English. That is one of our priorities.

“We are concerned about the excessive num-
ber of people in the bilingual program.”

Niestas added, “You get what you expect. We
have high expectations for teachers and students.”

In other action, the board approved chang-
ing the job title for Robert Longoria. Instead
of director of Support Services, he is assistant
superintendent for support services.

record for finding

education money

By Phillip Cortez
Special to the Courier

SAN ELIZARIO — Cha-Ching! That’s
the sound of San Elizario High School se-
niors setting a new school scholarship mark.

When Dickey Garza and his counseling
staff at San Elizario High School heard new
principal Irma
Baquera joke at
the beginning of
the 2003-2004
school year that
she expected $2
million in
scholarships,
Garza nearly
fainted.

One school
year, plenty of
fresh air and
several doses of
medicine later,
it’s Garza and
crew who are
laughing now.
They didn’t ex-
actly reach the $2 million point, but they did
set a school record in helping San Elizario
seniors obtain roughly $780,000 in pure
scholarships. Add in the estimated $450,000
in military assistance and combine this fig-
ure with the amount of financial aid students
will receive in the fall as college freshmen,
and it’s no wonder why there are plenty of
smiles at the school’s counseling center.

“The efforts of the counseling department con-
stantly pushing the students to apply was there,”
Garza said. “They really went above and beyond.”

Garza credits the class of 2004 for being a
well-balanced group of students. Whether
scholarships came from a traditional four-
year university or a trade school, this year’s
senior class was creative in finding the
money to further their education.

“There was a nice variety of kids,” Garza
said. ““That’s what stands out about this class,
they were balanced and not top heavy. Stu-
dents in the top 10 as well as the 170th ranked
kid were winning scholarships.”

Garza is quick to point out that many of
the faculty members did their part in getting
students to apply for scholarships, saying that
they were “instrumental.” He also added that
almost every senior who applies for finan-
cial aid would qualify. Regardless if students
were planning on attending college, tech
school, the military, or if they were not sure
about furthering their educations at all, ef-
forts were made to have every senior fill out
a Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) application.

Garza also described this year’s senior
class as being hungry, looking for new ways
to get scholarship money.

“They were hustlers looking for that
money,” Garza laughed. “The counseling
center was constantly abuzz with students
coming in, using the computers and getting
scholarship information.”

San Elizario High School
valedictorian Valerie
Valencia speaks to the
2004 graduating class
that set a record for

most
earned.

scholarships
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The differ-
ence between a good day and a bad
day isn’t what happens to you dur-
ing those 24 hours. It is all in how
you look at it.

It has rained at camp before. No
big deal. When I crawled into my tent
that night, the big blue tarp draped
over my single-occupancy accom-
modations gave me the sensation of
being suspended underwater in a
bubble.

The rain drumming steadily on top
made a kind of white noise that
quickly lulled me to sleep. That and
more than a little fatigue. Old ladies
like me aren’t intended to try and
keep pace with a herd of some 20-
plus camp kids all endowed with the
enthusiasm of fresh air and the en-
ergy you take for granted when you
are under 16 years of age.

They had predicted rain and some
flooding in the area but what do
weathermen know? I hadn’t traveled
all the way from El Paso to College
Station to let a little water interfere
with a good time. After all, if you
come from West Texas, a little water
from heaven is like icing on the cake.

It was easy enough for me to take
this attitude, of course, since my bed
was dry and my belongings safe un-
der this huge waterproof tarp.

Unfortunately, some of the kids
weren’t so well protected and some
of them weren’t from West Texas. In
fact, the growing puddles soaking
into their sleeping bags inside their
tents were nowhere to be considered
close to icing.

As the night wore on, so did the
rain. By morning, there was little left
dry that had even the slightest unpro-
tected seam. Even the tents that had
held reasonably well the afternoon

One perspective

By Francis Shrum

A very
good day

before had succumbed to moisture
invasion.

Meanwhile, the warning signs
were all in evidence that the farm
where we camped was in serious dan-
ger of floodwaters. We had one
choice and that was to break camp
and move. Quick as possible.

Now, this morning bore all the ear-
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marks of the start of a really bad day.
Take a herd of kids ages six to 16 with
sleep still in their eyes, damp around
the edges and no dry underwear, hav-
ing had no breakfast, and tell them
we’re going to abandon all the fun
things we were otherwise going to do
and instead spend the day packing
and moving?

Are you crazy? So we didn’t do
that.

Instead the grown-ups all got to-
gether in a little huddle for protec-
tion and talked this thing over real
careful. The choice was still the same
— we had to move — but at least we
would feed the starving masses be-
fore breaking down the kitchen and
numerous tents, in the pouring rain,
and loading the whole kit and

MY VARENTS GRANTED
ME ‘FULL SOVEREIGNTY"!
T CAN DO ANWTHING T
WANT AS LONG AS T GET

THEIR PERMISSION!

caboodle to haul, along with luggage
for 32 people and assorted camp gear,
to the home of some really
longsuffering mentors in nearby Col-
lege Station.

I took some ribbing for coming
from the driest part of Texas and be-
ing the only one who brought a rain
coat. Some of the natives simply
stripped down to their T-shirts, shorts
and bare feet and went charging
around like they were at the swim-
ming pool.

Not me. Not because I don’t like
to get wet but because I don’t like to
get cold. And I did real good until I
was helping take down a tent and I
realized my boots were full of water.
After squish, squishing around for
awhile I had to stop and wring out

Oz,
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my socks, much to the delight of my
fellows.

The kids were incredible. Nary a
bad attitude in the bunch. Like a
horde of little soaked rats they ran
with their arms full of luggage, shout-
ing and leaping, out to the truck for
loading by my sweet, gentle daugh-
ter who exhibited extraordinary for-
titude in dealing with wet, pushy
boys. She got more luggage inside
that vehicle in a short time than I
could have done with all day to do it.
I’ve looked at her a little differently
ever since.

That night, I had to pick my way
through a living room covered wall
to wall with sleeping bags and

See GOOD, Page 3
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WHO CAN AFFORD GAG TO DRIVE THIT FAR®!

Last week,
U.S.
House  of
Representatives passed corporate tax
legislation known as the “American
Jobs Creation Act.” Unfortunately,
this bill does not live up to its name
and I could not support it. Contrary
to its title, the legislation would give
U.S. multinational corporations more
incentive to ship jobs overseas.

The bill was passed with the help
of misleading provisions used to gar-
ner votes from legislators from states
such as Texas. A provision in the bill
would allow people in states without
a state income tax, such as Texas, to
deduct sales tax on their federal in-
come taxes for two years. I strongly
support allowing Texas residents to
deduct state sales tax on their federal
returns, and am an original cospon-
sor of the Sales Tax Equitability Act,
which would allow Texans to do just
that. In fact, the bill I have cospon-
sored actually goes a step further than

the so-called American Jobs Creation
Act by making this deduction perma-
nent, rather than just a temporary,
two-year measure.

Unfortunately, however, the sales
tax deduction provision in the Ameri-
can Jobs Creation Act is misleading
because the Senate-passed version of
the legislation does not include this
language. Before sending this bill to
the President, the House and Senate
have to agree on one version of the
legislation, making it virtually certain
that this provision will be stripped in
House-Senate negotiations and the
final bill will not provide this assis-
tance for taxpayers in El Paso or the
rest of Texas.

A Democratic alternative to the
American Jobs Creation Act, which
I'supported, also would have allowed
Texas to take the deduction, except
that our deduction would have been
permanent. Unfortunately, the House
did not consider that proposal.

The original intent of the bill was

SCALPEL .,
CLAMPS..
ACCOUNTANTS..
PROFITS..
BOTTOMLINE.

/
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Reyes Re pO rtS By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

American Jobs Creation
Act misses the mark

to repeal tax breaks for U.S. export-
ing companies that have been ruled
illegal by the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO), resulting in retaliatory
tariffs by the European Union that
have cost American businesses close
to $4 billion. These tax breaks were
to be replaced by tax incentives that
would not violate WTO rules.

The bill, however, goes far beyond
eliminating the offending tax provi-
sions. The total cost of the bill is $150
billion, and while failing to help
farmers and small businesses, $78.5
billion was reserved for tax breaks
for corporations in the top income tax
rate that have nothing to do with the
WTO ruling.

A bill that was supposed to produce
$49.6 billion in federal revenue will
result in the net reduction of $34.4
billion, thus continuing to add to the
record national debt. This is a $150
billion solution to a $4 billion prob-
lem, and American taxpayers will pay
the consequences for years to come.
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Vlew from here By Byron Schlomach, Ph.D. Current federal tax policy forces away their shovels. 0 0 P].te Stuff

Just say no to more tax heroin

Finally the folks in Washington are
doing something to help Texas.

For those who believe in limited
government and personal liberty, the
most horrifying development of the
recent special session on school fi-
nance was talk of instituting some
type of income tax. This makes all
the more welcome the news that our
federal representatives are a big step
closer to once again making state and
local sales taxes deductible on the
federal income tax.

State income taxes and their close
cousins, various so-called “business”
taxes such as the gross receipts tax,
payroll tax, and business activity tax,
can be deducted from the federal in-
come tax. Texas’ biggest state tax, the
sales tax, is not currently federally
deductible.

The only tax a large number of
Texans can deduct is the property tax.
However, this is the tax that every-
one agrees is too high. The problem
with reducing property taxes, though,
is some other tax will have to be cre-
ated or raised.

Most economists agree consump-
tion taxes — like the sales tax — least
harm an economy. Taxing goods and
services purchased by the final con-
sumer avoids taxing the same thing
repeatedly, it does not discourage

work, and actually encourages saving.

A big impediment for the last 18
years to shifting from property to
sales taxes has been the lack of fed-
eral tax deductibility for sales taxes.

The recent passage of HR 4520 in
the U.S. House brings sales tax de-
ductibility a step closer for us; the
burden now rests with the Senate to
keep this long-overdue reform in the
legislation to be sent to the president
for his signature.

President Bush has signaled his
strong support for such a move.

It was estimated by the
Comptroller’s office that for every
dollar shifted from the property tax to
the sales tax, Texans would lose 14
cents in federal income tax deduction.
A $2 billion shift from the property tax
to the sales tax would have directly
cost Texas taxpayers $280 million dol-
lars — more in economic terms.

In 2003, over $14 billion of all state
tax revenues were collected through
the state sales tax. That means Tex-
ans lost almost $2 billion in federal
income tax deductions that ought to
be ours since, along with only eight
other states, we have no income tax.
For this reason, some in the Texas
legislature felt compelled to recom-
mend some type of deductible in-
come-type tax to replace property

Eye on D.Co By U.S.Rep. Henry Bonilla

Don'’t forget the Alamo

Did you know that Texas is the sec-
ond-most popular travel destination
in the United States? With summer
upon us, Texans are busy mapping
out their vacations. The good news
is that an exciting vacation doesn’t
have to include travel agents and
complex flight arrangements. Texans
can find some of the country’s great-
est destinations right here in the 23rd
Congressional District.

Take a stroll down the River Walk
in San Antonio, explore out west or
set up camp at one of the many rec-
reational spots in the southwestern
region of our state. The opportuni-
ties are endless!

I am fortunate to represent some
of the most popular tourist sites in
the world. I encourage residents of
the 23rd District to explore or revisit
some of these famed spots. I have
created a list of hot spots and sum-
mer events that are sure to provide
an exciting and meaningful vacation.

* Big Bend National Park

You can enjoy sightseeing by per-
sonal car, backpacking, jeep touring,
camping, fishing, float trips, hiking
and wildlife viewing just to name a
few of the many activities. Commer-
cial float trips on the Rio Grande are
available through outfitters just outside
the park. Big Bend National Park is
open year round, 24 hours a day,
seven days per week. For more infor-
mation visit www.nps.gov/bibe/home
or call the park at 432-477-2251.

* Alpine/ Marfa: Labor Day Week-
end; Big Bend Balloon Bash and
the Marfa Lights Festival

There are few more amazing sights
than the contrast of colorful hot air
balloons in the morning West Texas
sky above the Alpine Valley against

the Davis Mountains-except perhaps
for the mysterious and unexplained
Marfa Lights, seen by motorists al-
most every night of the year. If your
looking for wide open spaces and a
touch of mystery this Labor Day
weekend... go West! For more infor-
mation visit the Marfa Chamber of
Commerce online or call them at 800-
650-9696.

e San Antonio/ The Alamo & The
Riverwalk

I am proud that more than 2.5 mil-
lion people visit San Antonio each
year to see the 4.2 acre complex
known worldwide as “The Alamo.”
The Alamo is open every day of the
year except Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day. Visitation hours are
9:00 AM to 5:30 PM Monday
through Saturday, and 10:00 AM to
5:30 PM on Sunday. The jewel of San
Antonio is the Riverwalk. After the
Alamo, it’s the most visited attrac-
tion in the State! The Riverwalk of-
fers a variety of attractions and ac-
tivities including riverboat rides, live
music, art galleries, great shopping,
and world class restaurants. For more
information on the above attractions
visit www.sachamber.org or call 210-
229-210010) 229-2100.

¢ Del Rio/ Lake Amistad, National
Recreation Area

Situated on the U.S.-Mexico Bor-
der and near the city of Del Rio, Lake
Amistad is known primarily for ex-
cellent water recreation including:
boating, fishing, swimming, scuba
diving and water-skiing. Areas sur-
rounding the lake provide opportu-
nities for picnicking, camping and
hunting. Ciudad Acuna is just a short
drive from the lake where visitors can
cross the border for an afternoon of

states to adopt an income tax. Income
taxes admittedly have some great
characteristics. The personal income
tax, gross receipts tax, business ac-
tivity tax, and payroll tax all tax
broadly and can raise a lot of money
at a very low rate.

But heroin has a lot of desirable
characteristics, too. So many wonder-
ful uses did heroin have when it was
discovered, it was considered “he-
roic” and thus its name: “hero-in.”
Only later was its dangerous addic-
tive quality realized.

Similarly, income taxes are addic-
tive and dangerous.

Ohio was once like Texas. Three
decades ago it had a thriving
economy with the nation’s third low-
est tax burden. Then, Ohio’s politi-
cians imposed an income tax, with
the federal tax code giving them
cover. That cover may have shielded
the politicians, but it left the economy
very cold.

Today, Ohio has the third highest
tax burden. It leads the nation in the
number of individuals in their prime
earning years leaving for work in
other states.

It has only been since 1986 that the
state and local sales tax has not been
deductible. That mistake has long
needed correcting.

It is time the federal government
stopped encouraging states to dig
their own economic graves. It’s up

shopping and
authentic
Mexican cui-
sine. For
more infor-
mation on the lake and the recreation
area visit www.nps.gov/amis or call
(830)775-7491.

* Garner State Park

Profound canyons, crystal-clear
streams, towering mesas, and chis-
eled limestone cliffs are among the
many sites that you will discover
within this intriguing terrain. Garner
State Park is found in the northern
part of Uvalde County. Located thirty
miles north of Uvalde and seven
miles north of ConCan, Garner State
Park has ten acres of awe inspiring
river front. The park offers camping,
hiking, picnicking, canoeing, fishing,
swimming in the Frio River, minia-
ture golf, paddle boat rentals, juke
box dancing at the concessions build-
ing, and bike riding. “Friends of Gar-
ner State Park™ has introduced a new
program called “Cowboy Sunset Ser-
enade.” This program gives an over-
view of the history of the American
Cowboy through songs and cowboy
poetry. These performances are held
from Memorial Day weekend
through Labor Day weekend. For
more information visit
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/garner or
call 830/232-6132.

There are hundreds of ways to
make Texas your vacation destination
this summer. Take joy in the natural
beauty and wonder of our state and
invite a friend “down” to share in the
fun. For more ideas about where to
go with your family in the 23rd Con-
gressional District of Texas, visit our
state’s http://www.TravelTex.com
web site.

Byron Schlomach is the chief econo-
mist for the Texas Public Policy
Foundation, a non-partisan research
institution based in Austin, Texas. The
Foundation’s research is available at
www.TexasPolicy.com.

Good

From Page 2

sleeping girls. There was even a
girl sleeping in the hallway. It re-
minded me of a mine field — you
don’t want to step on one or it
might go off. As I eased into the
pallet on the floor in the bedroom
I shared with two other ladies, I
couldn’t help thinking that with all
the potential for disaster this day
had held, it had instead been one
of the best days I could remember.

Back in EI Paso, I was talking
to a friend about our adventures in
the rain in the part of Texas where
it actually does that.

Wish you’d brought some of it
back with you, my friend said.
Well, I did, I said. Unfortunately I
had to haul it home in the back of
my vehicle inside a bunch of wad-

ded up tents.

Dear Editor:

In reference to the recently im-
posed building moratorium: Hori-
zon City needs more high-paying
jobs, not more crowded housing.
This will increase our tax base and
lower taxes of our residents.

Building more houses without
more jobs causes long commutes,
more smog and more crime. Service
industries (stores, restaurants) pro-
vide some jobs but result in money
leaving town. Workers in local in-
dustry will spend money in Horizon.

The following areas are im-
pacted with more housing: traffic,
police, schools and school buses,
availability of water, citizens train-
ing, environment, taxes and noise.

A 10-year plan needs to be imple-
mented, listing anticipated income,
expenses and quality of life. We
need to reduce taxes and develop a
skilled work force or else industry
will not relocate here. Our taxes,
from all entities including school
and water district, need to be reduced.

As it is, Horizon is a bedroom
community without any major
source of taxes with most residents
leaving here to go to work elsewhere.

Mark Connolly
Horizon City

A Trade Deal

...with Central American countries
where 40% of workers earn less than
TWO DOLLARS a day...

Is a bad deal for America.

Political Advertising Paid for by:
www.americansforfairtrade.org

TRUE TEXAS BCIN &, e 700, Junie 24, 1932, Grace
Hendricks roped a Jackrabbit in 5 sec. flat at the first

"rabbit ropin"' eve

r held at the Odessa Rodeo.
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Nuestra Sefiora de la Limpia Concepcion de
los Piros de Socorro del Sur nears completion

SOCORRO — Pat Taylor and I
would like to take this opportunity
to thank the community, La Purisima,
and Historic Missions Restoration,
Inc. for your help and patience as our
crew enters the final phase of pre-
serving the historic Socorro Mission.
Special thanks to Hon. State Sen.
Eliot Shapleigh for his initiative in

promoted and supported the project
from the beginning. For the past three
years, our biggest task has been to
replace the cement to stop the mois-
ture entrapment that threatened the
stability of the structure. With the
help of several different crews and
community volunteers, we have
made some 20,000 adobes on-site to

creating the Mission Valley Steering
Committee, a collaborative that has

replace the deteriorated adobe walls.
With the exception of the front fa-

A Trade Deal

..with Central American countries
that keep U.S. disaster aid
from reaching hurricane victims...

Is a bad deal for America.

Political Advertising Paid for by:
www.americansforfairtrade.org

Canutillo Independent School District
PUBLIC NOTICE

A PUBLIC MEETING will be held at 2:00 p.m. on
Monday, June 28, 2004 at the Canutillo ISD Adminis-
tration Bldg., 7965 Artcraft Road ,Canutillo, Texas. The
purpose of the public meeting is to allow any interested
representative of a non-profit private school or non-profit
home school operating in the Canutillo Independent
School District to appear and receive information regard-
ing Schedule Five of Federal Grant Applications for their
school. Representatives will need to provide their school’s
tax-exempt identification number to the District to con-
firm eligibility.

The Grant Applications are available through the “No
Child Left Behind Act” and include the following:

* Title I, Part A — Improving Basic Programs;
* Title I, Part C — Education of Migratory Children;

* Title II, Part A — Teacher and Principal Training
and Recruiting;

* Title I, Part D — Enhancing Education Through
Technology;

e Title III Part A— English Language Aquisition,
Language Enhancement and Academic
Achievement;

e Title IV, Part A — Safe and Drug Free Schools

and Communities;
e Title V, Part A — Innovative Programs.

Those that are unable to attend the public meeting may
submit their questions in writing to the Canutillo Inde-
pendent School District or contact Monica Reyes (915)
877-7455. Accommodations for handicapped persons will
be available; handicapped persons in need of special assis-
tance for attending the meeting are encouraged to con-
tact Monica Reyes, forty-eight (48) hours prior to this
meeting.

WTCC: 06/24/04

cade, all of the cement stucco and
concrete collar at the base of the walls
have been removed and replaced us-
ing mud and lime plasters. The vigas
and corbels were repaired in place or
spliced as needed. The interior ce-
ment stucco has been removed and
replaced with yeso. Bricks replicating
the historic coping and new canales
have been installed at the roof para-
pet. The hot mop roof is nearly fin-
ished. Ramon Barajas donated his time
to lay the cantera stone floor. Enrique
Trevizos repaired the transept doors
and windows at his own expense.
Soon, we will be able to uncover the
altar, open the clerestory, and move the
interior furnishings and artwork back
in. After several critical engineering
considerations are resolved regarding
the bell tower and front facade, we will
remove the existing cement stucco,
stabilize the adobe, and apply lime
plaster and lime wash.

Original estimates placed the total
cost of the project at more than $2
million, and projected a five-year
fundraising and construction sched-
ule beginning in the year 1999. More
than 20 private foundations, busi-
nesses, and state agencies have con-

Eye Care
Dr. Richard P. Jackson, O.D.

216 W. Washington
Anthony, TX 79821

886-3005

10377 Socorro Rd.
Socorro, TX 79927

860-9806

Your VSP?®

Network Provider
We accept Texas and New
Mexico Medicaid, Access and
many other insurance plans. We
have specials at each location.
Call for details.

tributed to this project. Over $1.4
million has been raised to date
through grants and fundraising, and
more than $100,000 in tools, materi-
als, and professional services has
been donated. Thanks to Albert
Palacios, Socorro High School stu-
dents, and the Valentine’s “Have a
Heart Save Our Mission” Benefit
Committee, we raised $10,000 lo-
cally to purchase the floor stones.
Even though we are under budget,
we are also, unfortunately, very close
to running out of money. We were
forced to lay off all but two of our
crew last December. We are currently
appealing to six different funding
sources, including a federal Save
America’s Treasures grant. We are
confident that funding will be pro-
vided soon. Once the necessary
$152,000 is raised, we will hire a 7-
person crew locally. We believe we
can finish the building within six
months of hiring the full-time crew.
In the meantime, Leandro
Fernandez, Raul Hernandez, and vol-
unteers including Javier “J.I.” Garcia,
Jose Gutierrez, and Jared Jason
Mendoza are putting the finishing
touches on the exterior walls, doors,
windows, and grade work. Lupe
Hernandez logged in dozens of vol-
unteer hours this past winter, as have
many other individuals too numerous
to mention by name. Recently, active
members of the United Native

American Nations, including Amada
and Cruz Camargo, and Socorro
‘Suky’ Ramos, helped Pat mud plas-
ter the baptistery. The community
service volunteers sent to us through
the West Texas District Felony
Courts, and Judge Ruben Lujan’s
court in Clint have done a tremen-
dous job. We look forward to work-
ing again with the residents of the
Schaeffer Halfway House and the
Lee-Moore Home in Clint.

We are extremely grateful for the
countless hours that Tury Morales
and La Purisima Restoration Com-
mittee have donated on behalf of the
project, and for the hundreds of vol-
unteers, area high school students,
donors, and moral supporters we
have met over the past three years.
You know who you are. We thank
each and every one of you. We urge
anyone interested in helping us to
come by the project office at 328 S.
Nevarez Road during regular work
hours, 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Mon-
day - Friday, or to call us at 915-858-
4655 for more information. We will
be announcing upcoming Saturday
Volunteer Days beginning late next
month. We are on the Web at http://
WWw.cstones.org.

Jean Fulton is the Assistant Project
Coordinator with Cornerstones
Community Partnerships overseeing
the preservation of the mission.

» Master Licensed Plumber
#M18624

* Bonded and Insured

« Senior Citizens Discount

Horizon Plumbing
852-1079

» Sewer and Drain Cleaning

+ Faucet and Sprinkler Repair
* Appliance Installation

« Evaporative Cooler Service
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El Paso Farmer’s Market opens in historic Socorro

SOCORRO — The El Paso’s Har-
vest market officially opened on the
historic Mission Trail at the corner

of Zaragosa and Socorro Road last
weekend, and will continue to do so
each Saturday, 8 a.m. to noon,
through Oct. 30.

With the intent of bringing fresh as it becomes available.

the market is open to farmers, bak-
ers and even arts and crafts vendors.

A greater variety of fruits and veg-
etables are expected in the next week

Extension Service and the Tigua Indians,
the initial market had onions, cabbage,
broccoli, squash and pecans for sale,
organizers said. Fresh-baked bread
sold out in the first hour, and some
booths had hand-made soap, natural
beauty products, loofas and even

shrimp D&T Shrimp Farms in Pecos.
Local media Robert Bettes was
master of ceremonies on Saturday,
with entertainment provided by on-
site mariachi and reggae bands, and
children invited to a watermelon-eat-
ing and a tomato-tossing contest.

B rlefs farm produce closer to city dwellers, Sponsored by Texas Cooperative
From Page 1

Neumann of the El Paso Center

for the Deaf, who received A Trade Deal
$6000 for her organization. “We
very much appreciate the
Foundation’s support.” For more
information log-on to
www.epcf.org.

...with Central American countries

In other news L :
B Don’t leave hild al that exploit child labor to steal jobs from
your child alone

in your vehicle! It is a crime and hard working Americans like you...
adeadly danger to the child. The
El Paso Sheriff’s Department is
warning El Paso area residents
that as the temperature rises, so =
does the deadly implications of IS a bad deal for Amerlca'
leaving a child unattended in a
motor vehicle. Texas Penal Code
22.10 says a person commits this
offense if he/she leaves a child
unattended in a vehicle for
longer than five minutes if the
child is younger than seven years
and is not attended by anyone 14
years of age or older. While it
may seem like common sense,
there have been 13 incidents of
this very thing between Jan. 1
and May 25 of 2004.

Political Advertising Paid for by:
www.americansforfairtrade.org

We can’t hang out
up here forever...

B Seventh and eighth graders
from Clint, Tornillo, Fabens and
San Elizario were recently in-
vited to participate in the Na-
tional Campaign to Stop the Vio-
lence by Judge Patricia Macias
from the 388th District Court.
She challenged the students to
examine the causes of violence,
its effects, and methods of deal-
ing with it — then submit their
written findings. From the four
districts, 16 finalists were cho-
sen from the 600-plus entries
that were submitted. Clint Jun-
ior High’s Timothy B. Allen
wrote the top chosen essay from
the 7th grade entries and Cindy
Vasquez of Fabens Middle
School wrote the top 8th grade
entry. The two top winners and
the other 14 finalists, three of
whom were from CJHS, were
honored with a reception in the
Crystal Ballroom in El Paso,
along with their counselors, par-
ents, teachers and principals.
CJHS Counselor Helen Rojas ac-
companied Timothy and an en-
tourage from Clint to a reception
at the state capitol in Austin, in-
cluding his grandparents, Tim and
Clara Allen, Mrs. Edna Reyes,
Principal Gloria Martinez, and
Judge Patricia Macias. The win-
ners will also travel to Washing-
ton, D.C. next month for a simi-
lar reception, expenses paid by
“Do the Write Thing” sponsors.

e Cherries Y O
$225/1b. CV\QQ‘R RC‘/y

e Pitters

...come and take
us home with you.

High Rolls Grocery
& Gas StationO
(1 mile from tunnel)

HaneyO
Orchard

y Blossom

Cherr

Alamogordo* \)s 82
US 54 & 70
p—

B A workshop intended to pro-
vide counselors and social work-
ers with a frame of reference from
which they can measure the pro-
fessional and ethical standard of
their day-to-day activities will be
held on June 25, sponsored by the
El Paso Rehabilitation Center,
from 8 a.m. to noon at 1101 East
Schuster Ave. For registration and
fees contact Lydia Hernandez or
Aurora Arriola at 544-8484.

Open Daily
8™ to Dusk

El Paso

Village of Vinton
PUBLIC NOTICE

A PUBLIC HEARING will be held at 6:00 p.m. on
Thursday, July 15, 2004 during the Planning Commission
meeting at Vinton Village Hall, 436 Vinton Rd., Vinton,
Texas. Purpose of the public hearing is to allow any
interested persons to appear and testify regarding the
following proposed items:

1. A public proposal by the Village Council to
amend the Village Zoning Ordinance regulations
(Ord. No. 088-94) in the following specified

particulars:

Article IV, Prohibited Uses, Subsection B. Uses
Prohibited, paragraph 4 is proposed to be amended

as follow:

“4. Feed lots, poultry farms or facilities for killing
or slaughtering and dressing of animals, except for
as allowed by special permit in zoning district R-1.”

Article IV, R-1 Residential District, Subsection
D. Uses Permitted by Special Permit is proposed
to amend by adding a paragraph 4. to read as follows:

“4. The keeping of agricultural livestock and the

butchering and dressing of those animals as part of
an educational program at a public school; The show-

ing of agricultural livestock and agricultural prod-

ucts to the public as part of a public school program

or competition.”

Those who are unable to attend may submit their views
in writing to the Village Clerk of the Village of Vinton.

CAMILLE CASTILLO

Village Clerk
WTCC: 06/24/04

Canutillo Independent School District
PUBLIC NOTICE

Canutillo Independent School District invites parents of
students residing within the District boundaries and at-
tending a private nonprofit school outside of the District
to contact Letty Génzalez, at (915) 877-7440, and ar-
range a meeting with a District representative. The pur-
pose of the meeting is to offer eligible students equitable
Title I, Part A services. These services, available through
the “No Child Left Behind Act”, support students experi-
encing difficulties mastering the state academic achieve-
ment standards. Accommodations for handicapped per-
sons will be available.

Distrito Escolar Independiente de Canutillo
NOTICIA PUBLICA

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Canutillo invita a
los padres de familia que viven dentro de los limites del
distrito escolar y que tienen hijos que asisten a escuelas
fuera del distrito a que contacten a Letty Génzales al (915)
877-7440 para programar una reunién con un
representante del distrito escolar. El objetivo de esta
reunidn es el ofrecer, a los estudiantes que califiquen,
servicios equitables bajo el Titulo I, Parte A. Los servicios
son ofrecidos dentro del “Acta de Ningun Estudiante se
Atrazard” y la cual apoya a aquellos estudiantes que
afrontan dificultades para alcanzar las metas academicas
requeridas por el estado. Si se requiere, se hardn arreglos
para las personas con discapacidades.

WTCC: 06/24/04
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Lakers’ fans, we are gathered here today to ...

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

Please come in, [ want to thank you all for
attending this memorial of a once great sports
franchise.

Everyone please bow your heads in prayer.

Oh, almighty leader of all things sports, I
pray to you now in what must be one of the
saddest days for sports fans everywhere, espe-
cially those on the West coast.

It’s always a sad day, oh great one, when you
think back on the memory of anything that has
passed on to the great sports beyond. And to-
day, we pray for the soul of the once mighty
Los Angeles Lakers.

O .K., enough of that.

It’s true the Lakers were shocked in the NBA
Finals by the Detroit Pistons in five games. In
fact, the Lakers played so bad, if it weren’t for a
miracle shot by Kobe Bryant in game two, they
might have lost the series five games to nothing.

The embarrassing display by the Lakers was
pretty bad, but the news surrounding the team
since their demise has been a lot worse.

Like rats jumping off a sinking ship, current
Lakers are becoming former Lakers faster than
you can say triangle offense. First it was the
Zen Master himself. Coach Phil Jackson said
goodbye a couple days after the team’s final
loss of the season.

Word is that Bryant told Los Angeles man-
agement that he was tired of Jackson’s famed
triangle offense and wanted out if a coaching
change wasn’t made. Insiders say Jackson saw
the writing on the wall. He felt unwanted by
the team and chose not to make an issue of the
whole thing, and quit.

Then Shaquille O’Neal said no mas. And it
appears that Kobe is behind this one as well.
Seems Shaq got his feelings hurt when the Lak-
ers sent out signals that they were going to
make resigning Kobe Bryant, and not him, their
top priority.

Shaq was so upset that he sat in a corner re-
fusing to eat his dinner and demanded to be
traded as soon as possible.

Karl Malone, who has gone from being the
feared “mailman,” to a not so scary average
“U.S. postal worker,” has said in no uncertain
terms that if he plays next year, it will be with

another team. Of course, it all will depend on
how his aging knees feel by next November.

Kobe Bryant has decided to test the free
agent waters. It appears that he’ll stick his fin-
ger in the air to see where the most money is
blowing from.

I don’t want to say that Kobe has become
the most selfish player in the NBA but — oh,
I’'ll go ahead and say it — Kobe Bryant has
become the most selfish player in the NBA.
He wants to carry a team on his back without
the help of a 7-foot-3, 400-pound center.

Unfortunately , the only star on the team who
has decided to return next season is the one
who performed the worst of them all. Gary
Payton, now referred to as “the mitten,” has
said he will come back. That can’t possibly
make the Lakers happy.

So what will the Lakers do to remain a playoff
team next season? Easy, they’ll trade Shaq and
try to get three or four good players in the deal.

But will that be enough to keep the team
among the best in the NBA? I don’t think so.
Can Kobe carry the team on his back? I don’t
think so. Remember last season? Shaq was in-
jured and missed 12 games. With Kobe at the

helm, the Lakers went 3-9, ouch!

Thank you all for attending this service. May
the memory of the powerful Lakers be around
for a long time — because these days won’t
return for about 10 years.

Matt the Brat

It usually takes the top professional athletes
ayear or two to develop a respectable rap sheet.
It takes a little time to get into the real kind of
trouble that pro athletes are now known for.

It takes a special kind of athlete to make his
mark in just two weeks.

That’s what Matt Bush has done. The top
pick in the baseball draft two weeks ago was
arrested last Monday at a bar in Peoria, AZ,
and has been suspended indefinitely by the San
Diego Padres.

The 18-year old Bush was arrested at
McDuffy’s bar at 12:32 a.m. for investigation
of trespass, disorderly conduct and assault.

I don’t know what will happen over the next
few years, but this guy has a chance to be among
the greats in the game. His name could soon be
mentioned among those of Darryl Strawberry,
Steve Howe, Pete Rose and Dwight Gooden.

A Trade Deal

...with Central American countries
that will not only import American jobs
but also export cheap labor...

Is a bad deal for America.

Political Advertising Paid for by:
www.americansforfairtrade.org
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TOWNS-PEOPLE
ACROSS
1 Beauty spot
5 Relative of PDQ
9 Wattle's partner
13 Grating
18 Schipa solo
19 Actor O’Shea
20 One of “The Three
Sisters”
21 Kind of roof
22 Pianist from
Maine?
25 Pearl harbor?
26 Assert
27 Lascivious look
28 Leatherworker’s
tool
30 _ -Cat (winter
wheels)
31 Cover
33 Talk-show host
from Colorado?
39 Nineveh native
44 Tibia
45 Miami's county
46 Railroad dep.
47 _rug
49 Verve
51 Kim of “True Grit”
55 Singer from
Arkansas?
59 Hamlet's home
62 “There’s _ Out
Tonight” ('61 hit)
63 Smidgen
64 “Heaven's _" ('80
film)

65 Distress
66 Philosopher Blaise
69 Deadly septet
72 Antipollution grp.
73 Sportscaster Allen
74 Actress from
Alabama?
79 “Pshaw!”
82 Lennon’s lady
83 Trifling
84 Pencil production
87 Orthodontists’ org.
88 Helicopter sound
89 Link letters?
91 Western lake
93 Friday’s rank
95 Pitcher from Ohio?
99 Crow's toe
100 Sign of sainthood
102 Parent
103 Sundial numeral
104 Eliot's “_ Bede”
107 Emulates Simon
109 Lost one’s balance
112 Drummer from
Virginia?
117 Finished first
118 Mary of “Sons and
Lovers”
119 Start to cry?
120 Provokes
123 Specks
127 Theater district
130 Actor from
Pennsylvania?
135 Poet Sidney
136 Depend (on)
137 What have you

138 Anita Loos
comedy

139 Satin quality
140 Wagon part
141 Say itisn’'t so
142 RN's workplace

DOWN
1 Cohn or Connelly
2 Spoken
3 Tenor Luis
4 Far and away
5 Brenneman or
Linker
6 Doorway part
7 Opposite of
aweather
8 Might
9 John _ Passos
10 Cockpit fig.
11 Actor Tognazzi
12 Trite
13 Flicka's food
14 Jarreau and
Jolson
15 Role for Dustin
16 Pool person
17 Biblical tyrant
21 Lively dance
23 Kuwaiti kingpin
24 Author Murdoch
29 Cotton clump
32 Anthropologist
Fossey
34 “The Way of Love”
singer
35 Metric measure
36 _ bind

Canutillo

From Page 1

being twisted and used in the cam-
paign. Specifically he was outraged
by the allegation that the district paid
for his wife’s travel to an out-of-town
meeting.

“Itis a totally false allegation,” said
Hart.

“The key word is trust,” interjected
board member Carl Frietze who said
it hurt when he saw his campaign
signs were knocked down during the
campaign. “If you speak the truth,
you shouldn’t have anything to worry
about.”

But, he said, it is time to “move
on, as a team of eight.”

“I saw nothing in the campaign lit-
erature that wasn’t true,” Reyes said.
“I am not uncomfortable with it,” he
added. “I believe in the public’s right
to know.”

Referring to the results of the May
election, Reyes noted that “the forces

of goodness and right were trium-
phant.” This prompted a ripple of
laughter in the audience.

He echoed Frietze in saying it was
time to move.

“I had a board I could trust,” Hart
added slowly and sadly. Because of
a breach of that trust in the inappro-
priate use of packet material in the
campaign, Hart said he would discon-
tinue them.

“I would dearly love to continue
(the packets); I would like to be free
and open with the board, except “for
things being twisted.”

He paused and added that he would
continue them if he had the board’s
“assurance it wouldn’t happen
again.”

Board members were polled and
pledged to maintain the integrity and
confidentiality of the packets. Reyes
pledged to do his duty for the district
and community as he saw it.

After the meeting Hart said he
would continue the packets since the
majority of board members made the

pledge.

King Super Crossword

37 Rocker Van Halen

38 Estrange

39 Hammett hound

40 “The Bristol _” (61
hit)

41 Apia’s locale

42 Exist

43 Tree house?

48 Embarrass

50 Mideastern desert

52 “... where the
buffalo _”

53 Cheeseboard
choice

54 Roar

56 Actor Mostel

57 Formerly

58 Abhorrence

60 _ lazuli

61 Celery serving

67 Hilo hello

68 Russian
revolutionary

70 Vane dir.

71 Get sidetracked

75 Jay of “Dennis the
Menace”

76 Murcia mister

77 “Why don’t we?”

78“L_, c’est moi”

79 Express

80 Notion

81 Hindman or
Holliman

85 Cathedral feature

86 Comedian Mandel

88 Darling child

90 Chad and Jeremy

In other action, Lucinda Cuellar
asked the board to consider naming
aschool in the district after Army Sgt.
Isela Rubalcava, a Canutillo High
graduate, who was killed in combat
in Iraq.

Board members had there own
suggestions for honoring Rubalcava,
such as naming an auditorium or
other building for her or placing her
name in a Hall of Honor.

“You want to honor them, but
you’re afraid there may be more —
God forbid,” said Charley Hecker.

Hecker, who heads the policy com-
mittee, was asked to come up with
an appropriate procedure to cover this
matter.

Hart had good news for board
members on the results of TAKS
testing.

Overall he said CISD is making
“great strides” in student perfor-
mance, but there are many challenges
yet to overcome. He said the district
had the highest scores in third grade
and ranked among the top four districts
in most grade levels in the region.

song, e.g. T T 15 15
92 “Idylls of the King”

10 |11

12 13

character
94 Stimulus

18

19

20

21

95 Burrowing critter 22

96 Jerky toy?

23

97 Angus’ uh-uh 26

98 Expanded
101 Hibachi residue
105 Shady spot
106 “O Sole _"
108 Cut a cuticle
110 Taj Mahal, for one
111 TV's “Eight Is _"
112 Knots

31

39

46

55 56

27
32

42 [43

33

47

48

35 |36

25

28 129 30

37 |38

45

49

57

62

113 Bathsheba’s first
husband

58

63

114 Patriot Silas

68

69

70

71

50 51 52 |53 |54

59 |60 |61

64 65

72 73

115 Mongoose foe

116 Like a prune

121 Kitchen addition
122 Loony Laurel

124 Bananarama, e.g.
125 Souffle ingredients

75

76

77 |78

126 Freighter or ferry

128 Taradiddle
129 Decimal base

100

131 King's handle?
132 Herriot title start

106

101

83

95

96

89

84 85 |86

90 N 92

97 |98

102

107

108

133 Salon supply
134 Furtive

118

127 128

115

119

129 130

131

132

133

116

120

103

109 110 [111

117

121 (122 123 124 [125 {126

134

135

136

139
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Comix

OUTONALIMB By Gary Kopervas
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R.F.D. By Mike Marland
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LEGAL

NOTICE TO
CUSTOMER

Texas Gas Service
Company, a divi-
sion of ONEOK,
Inc. (“Company”),
hereby gives notice
of its intent to imple-
ment a new sched-
ule of rates for ap-
proximately
178,170 residential,
11,302 commercial,
68 industrial, 772
public authority, 17
municipal water
pumping and 42
standard transpor-
tation customers
within the incorpo-
rated areas of El
Paso, Anthony,
Clint, Horizon City,
Socorro and Vinton,
Texas, in accor-
dance with the
Company’s State-
ment of Intent filed
with the City of El

Paso, Town of An-
thony, Town of Clint,
Town of Horizon
City, City of Socorro
and Village of
Vinton, Texas, on
May 14, 2004. The
proposed effective
date is for meters
read on and after
July 27, 2004.

Itis anticipated that
the effect of the
change in rates will
be to increase the
revenues of the
Company within the
El Paso Service
Area by approxi-
mately $ 684,705 or
0.69 percent. The
proposed change
does not constitute
a “major” change as
that term is defined
by Section 104.101
of the Texas Utilities
Code.

The proposed tar-
iffs include in-
creases in gas

sales and transpor-
tation rates for all
residential, com-
mercial, industrial,
public authority,
and municipal wa-
ter pumping cus-
tomers. The Com-
pany has also pro-
posed changes in
the cost of gas tar-
iff, changes to the
transportation tar-
iffs to include bal-
ancing provisions
and filed initial tar-
iffs for an Economic
Development Rate
and Interim Cost
Recovery and Rate
Adjustment Clause
in the incorporated
areas of the El
Paso Service Area.
The effect of the
change in rates,
when allowed, will
be to increase the
revenues of the
Company by ap-
proximately 0.69
percent. Based on
the proposed rate

design, the average
monthly residential
bill of 45 Ccf will in-
crease by approxi-
mately $0.21, or 0.7
percent, the aver-
age monthly com-
mercial bill of 279
Ccf will increase
approximately
$1.00, or 0.6 per-
cent, the average
monthly public au-
thority bill of 975
Ccf will increase
approximately
$3.32 or 0.6 per-
cent, the average
monthly industrial
bill of 2,926 Ccf will
increase approxi-
mately $9.60, or 0.6
percent, the aver-
age monthly mu-
nicipal water pump-
ing bill of 11,698 Ccf
will increase ap-
proximately $33.87
or 0.5 percent, and
the average stan-
dard transportation
bill of 34,406 Ccf
will increase ap-

Classified Ads

proximately $96.01
or 3.1%.

A complete copy of
the Statement of
Intent is available
for inspection in the
municipalities’ of-
fices and in the
Company’s busi-
ness office located
at 4600 Pollard St.,
El Paso, Texas
79930.

TEXAS GAS
SERVICE
COMPANY

BARGAINS

Drum set, great
quality, condition.
Call 852-2610 for
details.

CHILD
SERVICES

A free playgroup for

children ages birth
to five years meets
every Tuesday in
Horizon City at St.
Brendan’s Episco-
pal Church for an
hour of playtime be-
ginning at 10 a.m.
At 14999
Darrington Rd., in-
formation at 433-
7727 or 637-1982.

HELP
WANTED

Small non-profit or-
ganization seeking
part-time book-
keeper. Please call
851-8334.
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Attention
Students!
SUMMER WORK
$11 base-appt.
Flexible Schedules
Cust. sales/srve,
conditions

By Don Flood

Chinese cultural ministers re-
cently announced a decision that
could rock U.S.-China relations.

According to a recent announce-
ment by the Chinese government,
Britney Spears is free to perform
in China, but she is not to appear
in revealing costumes!

That’s right, concert organizers
were told they must “guarantee
she doesn’t show too much skin on
stage.”

Are they kidding? Showing too
much skin is what she does for a
living.

And what, exactly, are the poor
concert-goers supposed to do? Lis-
ten to her sing?

Or, more accurately, watch her
lip-synch, since as an American
pop singer — who are required to
gyrate on stage like crazed chick-
ens on crack — she can’t be ex-
pected to actually sing in concert.

Telling Britney to perform with-
out skimpy outfits is like telling the
Los Angeles Lakers they can play
but not bring a basketball.

It’s like telling Picasso he can
put on an exhibit but not bring any
paintings.

And think of the young, disillu-
sioned Chinese pop fans, paying
good money in hopes of seeing a
real American-style “wardrobe
malfunction.”

Fat chance that’s going to hap-
pen if Britney comes out dressed
like a nun.

What will they think of our so-
called American values?

This isn’t just a question of na-
tional pride. America needs
Britney to perform in China to help
our balance of trade, which leans
slightly in favor of China — to the
tune of, say, about 158 zillion
cajillion dollars.

(In everyday terms, that comes
out to about $3 billion for each
person in the U.S. Fortunately,

IU's time to support our pop stars

we’ve got enough credit cards to
manage this debt sensibly.)

China produces massive quan-
tities of consumer goods — shoes,
clothes, electronic products, etc. —
and exports them to the United
States.

The U.S. economy, in turn, pro-
duces massive quantities of trashy
pop stars. In fact, we suffer from
something economists call a “trash
glut” and desperately need to de-
velop new markets.

China, with more than 1 billion
people and a severe trashy pop star
shortage, is seen as one of
America’s best places to do business.

But that won’t happen unless
America’s top trade negotiators
make sure that Chinese markets are
open to American goods, or in this
case “bads” (especially Christina
Aguilera).

Fortunately, the U.S. holds a
trump card in these negotiations.

While there are other trashy pop
star-producing nations, the U.S.
has the highest proven reserves in
the world. In fact, we are the Saudi
Arabia of trashy pop stars.

We produce more than the rest
of the world combined, and our
entertainment industry is capable
of pumping out as many as needed
to meet world demand, with no
need to worry about shortages at
home.

So are we going to stand by
passively while one of our leading
cultural ambassadors is disre-
spected?

I say, no.

Call your congressperson today
and demand that Britney be al-
lowed to perform in the skimpiest
costume she can find.

And the Chinese need to be told
in no uncertain terms, if they give
us a problem with Britney, we’re
sending over Janet Jackson.

(c) 2004 King Features Synd., Inc.

exist, all ages 18+
915-779-2129

www.workforstudents.com AV

5/29-6/24 CONSTRUCTION
Additions &
Remodeling

SELF-HELP Kitchen &
Bathrooms

Persons who have ~ Garage Conver-

sions

a problem with al-
cohol are offered a
free source of help
locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous - call
562-4081 for infor-
mation.

Tiene problemas
con el alcohol? Hay
una solucion.
Informacion: 838-
6264.

SERVICES

ALTERATIONS
EMBROIDERY
Tees & More
14010 Horizon
Blvd.
852-8956

Extend Any Room
of Your House
Deck & Porches
for Mobile Homes
Replace Existing
Windows
FREE
ESTIMATES:
(915) 433-4102

“Windshield Ding
Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY GLASS
REPAIR
Windshield Repair
Specialists
By appt. at your
home or office:
(No repairs within
Horizon City)

www.wtccourier.com

R.V. Dick HORIZON CITY
Harshberger PLUMBING
915-852-9082 852-1079

*Electric rooter
service for sewers

BERT’S and drains
AUTOMOTIVE *Appliance
REPAIR installation
Domestic and *Many other
Foreign plumbing services
852-3523 Licensed, bonded
1558 Oxbow, and insured for
Horizon City your protection.
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Social Security Q&A &y rayvigi

Q: A friend told me I am required to
carry my Social Security card with
me at all times. Is this true?

A: No. In fact, we advise people to
do just the opposite. Unless you are
applying for a job or for some gov-
ernment benefits (times when you
may need to show your actual Social
Security card), there is generally no
reason to carry it around with you.
You can help prevent identity theft if
you keep your Social Security card
in a safe place at home.

Q: I'will turn age 62 early next year
and plan to retire. I will not make
more than $11,640, so I think I should
be due all of my Social Security ben-
efits. However, I also will get about
812,000 in severance pay from my
employer when I retire. Will this sev-
erance pay affect my Social Security
benefits?

A: No. The severance payment will
not count toward the 2005 earnings
limit for Social Security. (That limit
will probably be slightly higher than

the 2004 limit of $11,640.) Because
you earned that severance payment
in prior years, we cannot count it as
earnings in 2005 nor can we use it to
reduce your Social Security retire-
ment benefits.

Q: I plan to work part time for about
three years before I retire. Because
you use my last three years to figure
my Social Security benefits, will those
lower, part-time earnings reduce my
eventual retirement benefit?

A: We actually base all Social Secu-
rity retirement computations on the
highest 35 years of earnings (adjusted

for inflation) — not just the last three
or five years. So the fact that you will
have three years of reduced earnings
near the end of your working life will
have a negligible effect on your So-
cial Security benefits. You can use
our online calculators at
www.socialsecurity.gov to get a bet-
ter idea of how your part-time earn-
ings will affect your Social Security.

Q:Iamreceiving Social Security dis-
ability benefit payments and will
soon turn 65. Will reaching retire-
ment age affect my disability check?

A: You should not notice any change

in your benefit payments when you
reach your “full retirement age”
which, in your case, is probably sev-
eral months older than 65. Social
Security will switch you from dis-
ability to retirement benefits on the
agency’s own records — but the pay-
ment amount stays the same.

For more information visit your lo-
cal Security office, see www.ssa.gov
or call us at 1-800-772-1213. If you
have any questions that you would
like to have answered, please mail
them to the Social Security Office,
11111 Gateway West, Attn: Ray Vigil,
El Paso, Texas 79935.
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DON'T COMPROMISE,
GETA CUB CADET.

Introducing the
all-premium

Series 1000 tractors.

MODEL LT 1018

HIGHLY
RATED

BY A LEADING INDEPENDENT
CONSUMER PUBLICATION

New for 2004. Cub Cadet Series
1000 lawn tractors provide a

precision cut at an excepti
value. These long-lasting, reli
tractors are constructed with

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms,

r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Cub Cadel N

Hurry!

To find a Cub Ca
onal
able
pre-

mium features, including: easy-to-
operate hydrostatic transmissions,

automotive-style lug nuts

and

larger mowing decks. Visit your
local family-owned dealer today

for a test-drive.

Special financing available!

det retailer near you,

visit www.cubcadet.com,
or call 1-877-CUB-TOUGH.

*Product price—Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup
and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited
availability. C11137-01-55080-2




