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NEWSBRIEFS

Early publication

The West Texas County Courier will go to
press early on two upcoming issues on the
dates of Sept. 30 and Oct. 7. Advertising
copy, news releases and other material to
be published in those two issues should
be submitted to the Courier no later than
Friday, Sept. 24. The Courier business of-
fice will be closed Sept. 27 through Oct.
11. For more information call 852-3235.

AISD clarification

To clarify last week’s story on financial
issues in the Anthony ISD, the adminis-
tration presented a balanced budget for the
2004-05 school year for approval by the
board of trustees without using money
from the general fund. Board president
Rick Villarreal had said Monday that ap-
proximately $600,000 was taken from the
general fund to provide necessary operat-
ing funds to support the 2003-04 district
budget.

Horizon tax rate

During the regularly scheduled City Coun-
cil meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 14 Horizon
City Council approved the same tax rate
as last year’s. It will remain at .2875 cents
per $100 property valuation, but due to the
average valuation increase from the Cen-
tral Appraisal District, homeowners will
be experiencing an average increase of
about $8.81. In other business, City Coun-
cil approved the position of Code Enforce-
ment Officer, a newly created position for
Horizon City, which will work two days a
week.

In other news

B The three-day San Miguel Fiesta will
be held at the Socorro Mission “La
Purisima” at 328 S. Nevarez Rd. in
Socorro Sept. 24-26. The historic mission,
circa 1843, is the site of this annual event
beginning at 3 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 24.
Saturday hours are 6 p.m. to midnight and
Sunday, 1 p.m. to 10 p.m. A mass will be
held at 5 p.m. Saturday with a procession
around the cemetery with the statue of St.
Michael accompanied by matachine danc-
ers. The preservation project of the mis-
sion is nearing completion, with nearly
20,000 sundried adobe bricks having been
made on-site and used to repair deterio-
rated walls. Project supervision and
fundraising has been provided by Corner-
stones Community Partnerships of Santa
Fe, N.M. and Historic Missions Restora-
tion Inc. of El Paso. For more information
call 858-4655 or wvisit http://
Www.cstones.org.

B Canutillo ISD invites interested indi-
viduals to participate in the School Health
Advisory Council (SHAC) to ensure that
local community values are reflected in

See BRIEFS, Page 5

I¢’s pretty hard to make a fellow see that
his bad judgment wasn’t just bad luck.
— Quips & Quotes

Vinton village council suffers
three resignations in one month

By Don Woodyard
Courier Staff Writer

VINTON — Recent resignations have rav-
aged the ranks of the Vinton Village Council.

Citing difficulty in working with Mayor
Juvencia Rios-Ontiveros, three council mem-
bers have resigned within the past month. They
include Mayor Pro-tem Jose Alarcon; Dolores
Diaz, position five; and Yassu Grier, position
one.

The three resignations had temporarily re-
duced the number of council members to only
two, one less than the three required for a quo-
rum to conduct village business. The remain-
ing council members are Patsy Leos and
Margarita Payan.

Grier was the first to resign, turning in his
letter on Aug. 26. Grier said he was unaware

that similar actions were being contemplated
by Alarcon and Diaz. Diaz said she and Alarcon
turned in their resignations a week later on
Sept. 3.

Realizing that grants for important village
projects were at risk without an official coun-
cil to act, Grier verbally asked to have his res-
ignation lifted for one day after consulting with
the council’s attorney, Shane English. With a
quorum, the then-three-member council could
meet and take action. It met on Sept. 13 and
approved the mayor’s nomination of Cesar
Gonzalez to replace Diaz.

On Sept. 14, the council approved Victor
Carrejo, the second choice of Rios-Ontiveros
for a position on the council. Carrejo replaces
Grier.

The Vinton Village Council, the mayor said,

See VINTON, Page 4

Teamwork tops flag memorial

LONG MAY IT WAVE — SISD students raise
the flag during the dedication of the
District’s Freedom Flag Memorial Sept. 10.

EAST ELPASO COUNTY — Eighth-grader
Dorian Lucero says he has clear memories of
Sept. 11. Thanks to television, he was there.

“We were in math class, I think, and then
the TV came on and showed the Twin Towers
collapsing,” he said. Today, Lucero is proud to
have been one of 66 Socorro ISD students who
helped to raise the giant U.S. flag during the
District’s Freedom Flag Memorial at the Stu-
dent Activities Complex.

The 38x20-foot banner was raised slowly to
the top of a 100-foot pole to mark the com-
pleted memorial, which includes two black
granite pillars, two semi-circle walls with
plaques mounted on them and benches in a
landscaped area.

A band of 250 musicians combined from
Socorro’s four high schools played for the 9
a.m. ceremony as the District welcomed spe-
cial guests.

The memorial was designed by Operational
Services Victor Gonzalez, and includes two
black towers behind the flag pole. Brick pav-
ers are set in a pentagonal form round the pole,

See FLAG, Page 7

San Eli counselor helping open doors to Ivy League schools

By Phillip Cortez
Special to the Courier

SAN ELIZARIO — Irene Rodriguez, a
counselor at San Elizario High School, took
full advantage of her summer vacation. While
many had the opportunity to rest and relax,
Rodriguez spent a week learning new ways that
will improve the chances of San Elizario High
School graduates getting into college.

Not just any college, though. Rodriguez
spent a week in June at Harvard University,
taking part in its Summer Institute of College
Admissions, where she was able to hear first-
hand from the Deans of Admission of some of
the top Ivy League schools in the country, in-
cluding Yale, Columbia, Harvard and MIT.
Officials from Stanford University were also
in attendance, all willing to offer their own in-
sights as to how students can improve their

Irene Rodriguez

chances of gaining acceptance.

“It opened up my eyes to what the competi-
tion is out there,” Rodriguez said. “There’s an
enormous amount of prep schools that feed into
the Ivy League.”

“Right now these colleges are looking for

See COUNSELOR, Page 5

FRAME IT — Juan G. Ramirez and 54 other
students gathered to receive their GED
certificates from Socorro ISD last week.

70 graduate from
GED program

EAST EL PASO COUNTY — “I need it
for my work, for my job” says City of El
Paso Solid Waste Management employee
Juan G. Ramirez, and the smile says it all.

Surrounded by his family, this was one day
Ramirez will remember — the day his suc-
cess in starting his education was recognized
— as the Socorro ISD celebrated a graduat-
ing class Sept. 16 when 55 of 70 graduates
were on hand to receive their General Edu-
cational Development (GED) certificates
during a poolside ceremony. The annual
event took place at the district’s Aquatics
Center, 1300 Joe Battle Boulevard.

The GED is a certificate of high school
equivalency, and is a milestone in the lives
of many of its recipients.

Martha Serna is director of the district’s
Community Services education Program.

“We have 55 graduates here tonight who
chose to participate, out of a total of 70,”
she says. “For a lot of them, the certificate
allows them to retain their jobs because more
employers are asking for at least a GED for
employees who have not graduated from
high school. Some of them have actually
enrolled in El Paso Community College. The
certificate gives them more self-esteem, and
they become an example for their children.”

District 75 State Representative Inocente
“Chente” Quintanilla, a former assistant su-
perintendent of the Socorro schools, was the
keynote speaker. He encouraged the gradu-
ates to continue their education.

“When you acquire a high-school certificate,
you make double the amount of money that
any person that does not have a high school
certificate makes. And if you get a college
degree, you will again double your money.
Think about the doors that can be opened to
you when you acquire an education.”

Graduates were from various SISD Com-
munity Services programs such as Job Re-
training, Adult Basic Education and Family
Literacy. Many of the graduates were night
students, which means they earned their cer-
tificate in the evenings that after holding
down a full time job during the day The
graduates ranged from 20 - 55 years of age.
Several students earned their diplomas while
their children were also attending classes in
SISD schools, thus serving as role models
to each other.
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I knew 1
was in
trouble when the digital lights on the
radio didn’t come on when I turned
the key. A second later the motor died
with a sad sounding sigh.

So here I am, sitting in an Eastside
parking lot, feeling extremely grate-
ful. Odd reaction, I admit, consider-
ing this is one of my busiest days and
that this little problem is going to cost
at least an hour’s time not just for me
but for others in my family.

The reason I'm grateful is because
I’ve just driven about 15 minutes in
heavy freeway traffic getting to my
present location, not to mention mul-
tiple stoplights surrounded by thou-
sands of tons of hurtling automobiles.
I don’t relish the thought of my at-
tempting to get out of rushing traffic
into a safe location with no power to
push with.

My battery could have given out
earlier this morning when the car was
still full of the thriving young minds
and bodies I transport regularly,
geared up for the day and wanting to
arrive at their destination in a timely
fashion for football practice, to check
out uniforms for the evening’s vol-
leyball game, to spend a few minutes
in meaningless conversation with
their friends — which magically
transforms the discourse into some-
thing meaningful.

As itis, everybody has been safely
delivered to their appointed destina-
tions — except me, of course.

Glad I remembered to grab a cell
phone this morning. Appropriate
calls made, I settle in to wait. I can’t
play the radio and since I had just
enough battery power to roll down the
windows before the lights went totally
out, I can’t leave the car. But even
knowing how far behind I'm going to

One perspective

By Francis Shrum

An American
parking lot

be because of this delay, I'm finding
the respite strangely refreshing.

American parking lots are not
places people tend to spend a lot of
leisure time. Maybe our cars spend
time there but we mostly see them as
a blur as we come and go.

I gradually become aware of subtle
changes going on around me that I
would otherwise never see. The
school area clears out as the kids go
in to class. There is a custodial team
cleaning the parking lot, pushing
their wheeled trash can along, lost in
conversation as they gather alumi-
num cans and other litter along the
curb.

The Mexican restaurant nearby is
really gearing up for the day and their
tantalizing aromas are blowing
through my window, reminding of
the breakfast I didn’t have before
leaving the house.

Most Americans rush through
parking lots but there always seems
to be one or two people who are sim-
ply there. Who knows why. This
morning, there is a man is seated
cross-legged under a tree. A teenager
is loitering in front of the cleaners at
the end of the strip. They don’t seem
to be doing anything, going any-
where, looking for anyone.

From somewhere in the back of my
mind comes a refrain from the old
Beatles’” song: “Ah, look at all the
lonely people. Where do they all
come from? Where do they all be-
long?”

Maybe they are wondering about
me, too, sitting here so obviously un-
occupied on this warm fall morning.

It is along about now that I notice
the massive sign declaring the name
of the shopping strip and all the shops

See PARKING, Page 4
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I must say
that I feel a
deep sense of
gratification
with State
Judge John Dietz’s decision to pro-
claim the current school funding plan
in Texas as “unconstitutional.” I’ve
known this for many years, as my
career as a Superintendent for the
Socorro Independent School District
proved to me that disparities in Texas
education have been with us for many
decades.

I'know that border community and
rural children in our schools have al-
ways received short shrift in the state
providing money for their education.
The reality is that Texas schools have
done a very poor job of funding
schools that are predominantly Mexi-
can American or African American.

For example, a predominantly bor-
der community property-poor school
district is awarded a total of about
$6.,000 per child. A property-rich
school district, on the other hand, can
expect to receive about $12,000 per
child. Is this fair? Of course not. I
believe that every child, no matter his
or her ethnicity, is the same and I be-
lieve that every Texas child should re-
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ceive an equitable amount of money
designated for his or her education.

I know that some school districts
are poorer than others but whose fault
is that? This issue of so-called “sepa-
rate but equal” schools has not done
well by El Paso county youngsters,
because the system has been anything
but “equal.”

Just take a look at the deplorable
state of the schools in our border and
rural communities. To say that such
children receive an education equal
to what white children receive in
Texas’ wealthier districts is to deny
reality.

Although the issue of funding our
schools should be non-partisan, it
hasn’t turned out that way. Partisan-
ship has reared its ugly head and has
helped to keep border and rural com-
munity students from achieving their
full potential. The judge’s decision,
while a good one, will not happen
automatically. Republican elected
officials are planning to appeal the
judge’s decision by taking their case
to the Texas Supreme Court.

I’m confident, however, that even
the State’s highest court will see
things our way. We lawmakers now
have until Oct. 1, 2005 to find a so-
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Por Ia Gente By State Rep. Chente Quintanilla

School finance plan needed

lution to this dilemma. Can we do it?
That’s a good question, because we
have been fighting this battle since
1989.

Let me give you a quick chronol-
ogy: In 1989, the Texas Supreme
Court found what it called “glaring
disparities” between rich and poor
school districts and eliminated the
state’s then-school funding mecha-
nism. Thanks to San Antonio’s prop-
erty-poor school district, Edgewood,
the battle was brought to the front
lines.

In 1993 the Legislature passed
what became known as “Robin
Hood” because it would force
wealthy school districts to share their
largess. At that time our schools were
almost shut down completely. In
1995, the state again upheld as con-
stitutional the Robin Hood Law.
Since then, poor school districts have
relied on this distribution of wealth.

Now, however, wealthy school dis-
tricts are complaining that Robin
Hood is not a fair system, and they
want it changed. The problem is how
to change and still maintain fairness
to both poor and rich school districts.

See CHENTE, Page 4
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Bringing common sense back to our legal system

Whether you realize it or not, frivo-
lous lawsuits have touched your life.
Maybe you’ve never sued or been
sued, but it is estimated that each and

every one of us pays at least a thou-

sand dollars a year in higher prices

directly related to lawsuits.
Lawsuits have become very popu-

lar in modern America. In the last
three decades, the number of federal
lawsuits have nearly tripled. It’s hard
to believe some of the lawsuits are

% - 14? 7 BRHMAID TIMES DISPATLH

THE SWIFT
ROAT VETS

~OF THE

Current re-
ports of
strong home
sales in El
K| Paso are good
news for our
community. Not only are more El
Pasoans able to participate in the
American Dream of owning a home,
more families are investing in our
community and gaining the opportu-
nity to build wealth and savings for
future generations.

The National Association of Home
Builders (NAHB) recently stated that
housing accounts for 32 percent of
household wealth in the nation and
that home owners have a total of
about $8 trillion in home equity,
which is often used as a nest egg for
retirement or to cover college ex-
penses.

For many first-time home buyers
in El Paso, the opportunity to build

I

this type of financial security is un-
precedented. Families who might not
have utilized banks or credit unions
in the past open accounts to save
money, earn interest and build upon
their assets. In addition, home equity
earned as a result of purchasing al-
lows for opportunities to borrow and
the investment into a home can lead
to profits when reselling.

I am working in Washington, DC
to ensure that El Pasoans will have
the opportunity to enjoy the benefits
of homeownership. Many families
need assistance with their mortgages.
According to the NAHB, America’s
families will need 125 million mort-
gage loans — an average of $3 tril-
lion annually — over the next decade
for home purchases and refinancings.

To help finance these loans, gov-
ernmental organizations such as
Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and the
Federal Home Loan banks must be

5] OLYMPICS
7] JUDGING PANEL? L

Reyes Re pO rtS By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

Home sales boost El Paso’s economy  the shot put.

empowered to ensure an affordable
flow of capital to mortgage lenders
in El Paso and across the country. I
will fight to ensure these organiza-
tions have the capacity to provide El
Pasoans with sufficient assistance to
purchase their homes.

I am also working with my col-
leagues to establish the National Af-
fordable Housing Trust Fund, which
would provide communities with
funds to build, rehabilitate, and pre-
serve affordable and safe low-income
housing. We need to make sure ev-
eryone — especially those such as
seniors on fixed incomes or low-in-
come families — have a secure place
to live.

Through our efforts both here in
El Paso and in Washington we will
provide affordable, quality housing
for all El Pasoans — and empower
our community to build a financially
secure future of their own.

real. For instance, a New York
woman was using a knife to separate
a package of frozen hors d’oeuvres
she bought at the grocery store. The
knife slipped and
she cut her hand.
With the help of
atrial lawyer, she
sued. She sued
the grocery store,
she sued the
knife manufac-
turer, she sued
the packager.

Or take the
man who, after
enjoying a few
drinks at a Colo-
rado wedding reception, went to use
a pay phone outside. While on the
phone, he lost his balance, fell over
a railing and landed in the stairwell
below. He broke his neck and is now
paralyzed. Guess who he sued? Was
it the hotel where the reception was
located? No. Was it the host of the
reception? No. He sued the phone
company and actually won more than
a million dollars.

Trial lawyers will tell you that they
are there to protect the little guy from
big, rich, evil corporations. They tell
you that businesses can afford to pay
millions of dollars in punitive dam-
ages, even if they were not directly
at fault for someone’s misfortune.

By U.S.Rep. Henry Bonilla

The truth is that million-dollar
awards come out of your pocket in
the form of higher prices. The truth
is that most of those million-dollar
awards go into the pockets of trial

lawyers.
Just the threat of frivolous lawsuits
means higher
E e prices for just
y about everything.
As much as $500

on
D.C.

may be added to
the price of your
new car because
of  litigation
costs. Add $20 on
the price of a step
ladder. If you
have a baby, you
can figure about
$500 will be
added to your hospital bill to pay for
liability costs. This is the real prob-
lem of lawsuit abuse.

There is good news: The House of
Representatives passed legislation
this month to curb frivolous lawsuits.
The legislation will make it harder
to file the frivolous lawsuits and will
make it harder on attorneys who file
the suits. This will encourage people
to pursue lawsuits only when they
have a legitimate case.

The legal reforms the House
passed are designed to unclog our
judicial system so it serves the
right people. Our judicial system
should serve the citizens, not the
trial lawyers.

OUR HUMBLE
APOLOGIES...

you have tried to reach the West
Texas County Courier by phone and
failed. Four out of six business days, our phone
has been down. The trouble began Tuesday of
last week (09/14/04) and was resolved, hopefully,
this past Tuesday (09/21/04).

A SBC technician informed the Courier that its
phone service, as well as others in Horizon, had
been interrupted due to the heavy rain getting
into a 30-year-old transmission line.

Also, the Courier will close for two weeks starting
September 27. There is a full notice in this week’s
paper explaining those dates.

TRUE TEXAS BTN &, e 7. tooe, Texan and Olympian
Randy Matson was the first to break the 7o ft. barrier in
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD — Elias Torrez, Tigua
Community Health Representative, speaks to Tor-
nillo Junior High Students about the Tigua Nation.
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Learning a way of lite unlike our own

By Rudy Barreda
Special to the Courier

TORNILLO — Many students in small rural
towns like Tornillo have limited opportunities
to learn about things outside the confines of the
classroom. Thanks to the teachers at Tornillo
Junior High School, this lack is about to change.

Blending a bit of real life with history, Peter
Anguiano, 7th grade Texas History, and John
Hunter, 8th grade U. S. History teacher, have
taken the initiative to make learning more in-
teresting.

These teachers collaborated by inviting rep-
resentatives from the Tigua Nation to come to
TJH and teach the

tion, regaled the students at Tornillo Jr. High
with accounts of life and government within the
Tigua Nation, located within the Ysleta Mis-
sion area of the Mission Valley.

Vivid descriptions were included about other
native people of North America as well.

The teachers at TJH wanted to show the stu-
dents that there are many venues for learning,
not just through books.

Nunez, Director of Education for the Tigua
Nation and Torrez, Community Health Repre-
sentative, used the combination of real life and
research to pique the interest of the students,
who heard and saw first-hand accounts repre-
sented through stories, pictures, videos, and
props such as drums, clothing, and food.

students about the
customs, culture
and ways of life of

Slider teacher heads north to Alaska

a fascinating
people.

On the after-
noon of Aug. 30
and the morning of
Aug. 31, Luis
Nunez and Elias
Torrez, represent-
ing the Tigua Na-

EAST EL PASO COUNTY —
Socorro science teacher Sharon
Mitchell is getting the opportunity
to learn about the environment in a
place where there’s lots of it:
Alaska.

Mitchell, in cooperation with the
UTEP’s Department of Geological
Sciences, traveled to Anchorage
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Sept. 21 for the International Geo-
sciences and Remote Sensing Sym-
posium.

Mitchell is involved with UTEP’s
Global Learning and Observations
to Benefit the Environment, or
GLOBE program which introduces
students to the basic concepts of re-
mote sensing.

“We’ll be able to show how stu-
dents used these maps to measure
urban sprawl in the El Paso-Canutillo
area during the years 1988, 1991,
1994,1997 and 2001,” Mitchell says,
“and show how we taught students
to do this.”

She’ll be traveling with UTEP’s
Dr. Robin Hoffer and others to
present the findings of their class-
room studies to the symposium par-
ticipants.

Mitchell, who teaches science
classes at SISD’s William D. Slider
Middle School, uses satellite photo-
graphs from the University’s Pan
American Center for Environmental
Studies, or PACES, to help her stu-
dents measure El Paso’s urban
sprawl. The photos were taken by the
LANDSAT satellite, a project of the
United States Geological Survey and
the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration.

Vinton

From Page 1

was to take action at its Sept. 21
meeting on filling the third posi-
tion, that of Jose Alarcon, former
mayor pro-tem.

The reasons for the resignations,
as stated by the ex-council mem-
bers, differ from what Rios-
Ontiveros said Monday.

“They were unable to make a de-
cision on the suspension with pay
of Village Clerk Camille Castillo
even though there were some seri-
ous concerns and discrepancies
toward her,” the mayor said.

She explained that it was a “pri-
ority” of the council “to take care
of the community” and to uphold
(the laws) and be held accountable.
“In this case (regarding Castillo),
it was not being upheld, but instead
(there was) the allegiance toward
the village clerk — protecting her
from wrong-doing even though
there are witnesses and paperwork
to this fact.”

Issues of failed working relation-
ships largely triggered the actions
of the Grier, Diaz and Alarcon.

“I'had a hard time working with
her (Rios-Ontiveros),” Grier said.
“I felt she was moving in the wrong
direction. We spent more time ar-
guing with each other.

“She was very dictative,” he
added. “I could go on all day about
how things had to be done her way.
There was continuous fighting and
bickering and downgrading of
other council members.”

Diaz says, “She was really nega-
tive — wants to do everything her-
self. It was hard to work with her.
Things have to go through her. She
was power hungry,” she concluded.

Alarcon stressed his concerns
about keeping avenues of financ-
ing for village projects open. He
spoke of his frustration in work-
ing with Rios-Ontiveros.

“She was not receptive to ideas
on financing. There were areas
were she would create obstacles,”
he said.

Parking

From Page 2

therein. It’s not the sign that I find
interesting, though, it’s the group of
pigeons who have taken up residence
somewhere inside of it. They keep
entering and exiting the top so I can’t
see their nests from below but they
are busily living their little pigeon
lives, unconcerned by the human
bustle below.

The bustle gets busier as the first
class period ends. The students move
along the sidewalk at a varied pace,
some intent on getting to class on
time, others simply intent on getting
their hands on one another. I feel like
hollering at them that it hasn’t been

all that long since they last laid eyes
on one another — not nearly long
enough of an absence to make their
hearts that fond.

Some are neat and well-groomed,
others have untucked shirts and
slouching stride. I wonder about their
home lives, their families, their fu-
tures. Their faces are a mirror of their
mindset.

The hustle wanes, then ebbs away
entirely. It gets quiet again except for
the truck delivering drinks to the con-
venience store facing the street.

Meanwhile, patrons of the Mexi-
can restaurant keep coming and go-
ing, good smells wafting along with
them. My stomach is beginning to
rumble and my hand is on the door
handle...

Oh, wait, there’s my ride.

Chente

From Page 2

The problem is that border and rural
community children — many of
them coming from poor homes and
with a limited English-speaking abil-
ity — are being made the scapegoats
in this battle.

The state of Texas must do every-

thing in its power to ensure that ev-
ery Texas child receives a valid and
solid education. If our great state
wants to progress, it must insure that
every child in Texas — especially
border and rural community students
- receives a good education. It’s up
to the state to provide it. Stay tuned
for more news on this issue as we
continue trying to resolve the di-
lemma. I remain your friend and pub-
lic servant, Chente for la gente
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C ounse I or taking assessment tests in order to take  well as teacher recommendations. C ° ll IS D d l ° 9
their education to the next level. “They are looking more at the con- alllltl 0 eclines COllllty S
From Page 1 Four years ago, 35 students took textin these teacher letters of recom-

the PSAT exam compared to the 190 mendation,” she said. “Instead of say- Offer tO hand over Galle gOS Parl{

students who took it last school year, ing that the student is poor, teachers

diversity, under-represented mi- for example. More kids are leaving need to write that the student is dis- By Don Woodyard thaF running the park, its staffing and
norities.” Texas and the San Elizario commu- advantaged and has been successful Courier Staff Writer maintenance, would be ago.st.ly, long-

In San Elizario, Rodriguez and the  nity to attend school. as aresult of change” in the academic term venture once the initial $1.8
rest of the counseling staff see noth- ~ One student example Rodriguez focus of the school. million has been used up. Also it was

ing but potential in the students they offers as a result of this positive  “More colleges are looking closer =~ CANUTILLO — The board of = broughtup that operating a park goes
serve being able to attend such pres- change occurring in San Elizario hall- ~ at the essay in their admissions poli- trustees of the Canutillo ISD declined = beyond the scope of the district’s pri-
tigious institutions if they desire to ways is Obed Lira, a 2003 San cies,” Rodriguez added. an offer made recently by El Paso mary function of educating the youth
do so. Dean Whitla, the director of Elizario graduate who now studiesat  With the institute over, Rodriguez County Commissioner Dan Haggerty  of the community.
the summer institute and a Harvard Boston University. will most certainly share with stu- for the school district to take over ~ Haggerty had frankly admitted that
professor, also heads the National “He started as an ESL (English as dents the expectations that Ivy operation of Gallegos Park. Action El Paso County needed to shed some
Campus Diversity Project, one of the a Second Language) student and by League schools have in their appli- came at the Sept. 14 board meeting. of the $26 million in non-mandated
main reasons Rodriguez was inter- the time he graduated, he was taking cants. But Harvard is not a thing of ~ In a move to save the county projects such as park operations.
ested in attending the institute. AP classes and ranked third in the the past for Rodriguez. She plans on money, Haggerty had made the offer  In other business, board member
“He was very impressed with the class,” she said. writing a 35-page paper as a result to Superintendent Charles Hartatan  Raphael Reyes raised the possibility
advancements that have taken place At the summer institute, Rodriguez  of her renewed interest in serving Aug. 19 meeting. To make the pro- of having the Canutillo High football
in the school district within the last was reminded of just how important kids in socio-economic backgrounds. posed deal more enticing, Haggerty team use the new stadium a year ear-
seven years,” Rodriguez said. it is for high school counselors to The focus of her paper will concen- said the county would throw in $1.8  lier than planned. He pointed out that
Among some of the more noticeable focus on the college admissions pro- trate on the effects that socio-eco- million — $1.3 million in quality of = the new high school is scheduled for
changes, according to Rodriguez and cess with their students. The impor- nomic backgrounds have on high life bond issue money plus $500,000  completion and ready for occupancy

Dickey Garza, lead counselor at the
high school, is the numbers of student

tance of the counselor’s role was also
stressed, according to Rodriguez, as

school SAT scores and will earn her ©Of state grant money.

two graduate credits from Harvard.

Briefs

From Page 1

the district’s health education pro-
grams. SHAC reviews and pro-
vides recommendations on CISD
health education curriculum and
programs. The group advises the
school board on instructional
matters including obesity preven-
tion, cardiovascular disease, Type
II diabetes, illicit drugs and to-
bacco use prevention, and human
sexuality. Persons interested in
volunteering can obtain applica-
tions at any of CISD’s six cam-
puses. For information, call 877-
7583 or 877-7455.

B The Mission Valley’s Hueco
Elementary School, 300 Old
Hueco Tanks Road hopes to re-
peat the success of last year’s
Harvest Festival Oct. 29. So the
school is taking vendor reserva-
tions for the annual carnival,
scheduled for 6-8 p.m.. “Our car-
nival last year was packed and
there was no room to move,” said
festival coordinator Ruth Harris.
“We’re planning fun and game
booths, and two Haunted Houses
one with cute cartoon characters
for the younger children, and a
scary one for the older kids.” Ven-
dor tables are $25 each, and can
be reserved by calling Harris,
937-7600.

B Fall brings the season of out-
door celebrations and Ernesto
Serna School is planning its an-
nual Oktoberfest for 4 - 8 p.m.
Oct. 22 at the campus, 11471
Alameda Avenue. The festival
will feature food and games for
sale, plus a talent show. Arts and
crafts vendors can now rent tables
at $10 each. To reserve a table and
for more information, call Becky
Alejo, 937-4805 or Lucy
Guzman, 937-4804.

B Socorro ISD’S National Col-
legiate Forum featuring Texas
schools is planned for 6:30 - 8:30
p.m. Oct. 18 in the Montwood
High School Commons area,
12000 Montwood Drive. Repre-
sentatives of Texas Tech Univer-
sity, Texas A&M University, Rice
University and the University of
Texas at Austin will be available

to answer questions from students
and parents. For more information,
call the District’s Counseling and
Guidance office, 937-0320.

B Canutillo Elementary School’s
Physical Education Department
will host a Worldwide Day of Let’s
Just Play, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Satur-
day, Oct. 2, at CES campus, 651
Canutillo Avenue, according to dis-
trict spokesman Kim Guzman.
Sponsored by Nickelodeon, the
day points up the importance of a
child’s right to play. It is intended
for people to stop what they are
doing and just play, said Lura
Beets, CES physical education
teacher and co-coordinator of the
event. CES physical education in-
structors, Kenny Cooper, and Mar-
tin Carrillo will assist. The free
event, which includes refresh-
ments, is open to the public. Par-
ticipants will include the commu-
nity, district staff, parents, and chil-
dren. Numerous activities in a ca-
sual and fun setting are planned for
the Saturday morning event. Par-
ents also will have events to choose
from. For more information, call
Coach Cooper, Beets, or Carrillo
at 877-2836 or 877-7600.

B The Oz Glaze Senior Center in
Horizon City will host a
fundraising Bazaar and Flea Mar-
ket on Oct. 9 from 8 a.m. to noon.
Anyone wanting to sell items
should contact the Center, cost per
table is $10. Call 852-0062.

B A “Critter Mass,” hosted by St.
Brendan’s Episcopal Church, will
be held Sunday, Oct. 3 in the Ho-
rizon City Park on Rodman St. at
10 a.m. A Holy Eucharist with
blessing will be offered and a St.
Francis of Assisi medal given each
pet. Refreshments for pets and
owners will be served. For more
information call 852-4171.

B Students in SISD’s Gifted and
Talented programs are scheduled
to compete in teams for the Team
Quest academic competition this
fall. Team Quest is an academic
competition designed to teach the
importance of tteamwork. Teams of
four students each work together
to complete projects and these ses-
sions mark the fourth year of com-
petition in SISD. This year’s Teen
Quest programs will be located at

the Eastside’s Vista del Sol Con-
ference Center, 11189 Rojas
Drive, between Lomaland Drive
and Lee Trevino Boulevard. Ma-
jor competitions are Sept. 24 for
middle schools and Oct. 11-18 for
high schools.

B Denise Martinez of Fabens
was recently selected to partici-
pate in Nationals’ 2004 Miss Jr.
Teen El Paso pageant competition
on Oct. 9. Denise made applica-
tion and was interviewed by Patty
Neidert, El Paso Pageant Coordi-
nator, and notified of her accep-
tance this week. Denise will com-
pete for her share of over $20,000
in scholarships and prizes. Denise
will display her personality and
interviewing skills — personality
is the number one aspect that each
contestant is judged on — and
hopes to represent the El Paso
area at the Cities Of America Na-
tional Competition in Orlando,
Florida. Community businesses,
organizations, and private indi-
viduals are assisting Denise and
those interested in becoming a
sponsor may contact Patty
Neidert at 1-800-569-2487.

B The Mission Valley Toy Drive
Dance is Friday, Sept. 24 at the
Mission Valley Ballroom, 10600
North Loop, from 8 p.m.to 1 a.m.
to collect new toys for the chil-
dren attending the Second Annual
Christmas Tree Lighting on Nov.
26. Admission is a new toy val-
ued between $7 to $10. Informa-
tion: 859-6424.

B Socorro ISD has school
menus online. Parents and stu-
dents can long on at
www.sisd.net and select “For
Students.” Menus for all district
campuses are now posted.

B Montwood High School’s
Emerald Players are sponsoring
the second Annual Children’s
Theatre Camp Sept. 27-Oct. 1, the
first week of the next intersession
break, at the Montwood High
School Theatre, 12000
Montwood. Children ages 6-12
years are invited to learn every
aspect of the theatre from acting
to makeup. Cost is $65 per child
for materials, snacks and t-shirt.
Registration is first day of camp.
Call Jaime Barba, 937-2464.

It was subsequently pointed out

See CANUTILLO, Page 6

Notice of Public Hearing to Discuss
Tornillo Independent School District’s
State Financial Accountability Rating

Tornillo ISD will hold a public hearing at 6:00 PM.,
Wedneesday, September 29, 2004, in the Board Meeting
Room (Red Brick Building), at 19200 Cobb Street,

Tornillo, Texas 79853.

The purpose of this hearing is to discuss Tornillo ISD’s

rating on the state’s financial accountability system.

WTCC: 09/23/04

Public Notice

TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS AND PARTIES:

The West Texas County Courier will publish two
editions early. The September 30 and October 7,
2004 issues will go to press on Monday, September

27, 2004.

All material for these publications must be
submitted to the West Texas County Courier
no later than Friday, September 24, 2004.

The West Texas County Courier office will close
beginning Monday, September 27, 2004. The
office will open again on Tuesday, October 12, 2004.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel School

9101 Socorro Rd. El Paso, TX
www.olmcschool.us
“A School With a Mission”

What is your child’s
future worth to you?

Pre-K, Kinder to 8th Grade
Catholic education and character building

Full day program

After-school care

Our emphasis is on developing an educated
Catholic child rather than educating a child to

take a test.

Highly qualified and motivated staff
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Miners show grit in tough loss

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

There’s been a lot of talk this season about
how much better the UTEP Miners are this
season. But until last weekend’s home game
against two-time defending WAC champion
Boise State, it was all wishful speculation.

Well, no one has to speculate anymore. The
Miners are officially on the rise.

Boise St. came into the game against UTEP
averaging almost 60 points per game and, in
the past, would have beaten this bunch of Min-
ers by at least 50.

But this is a new bunch of Miners — same
players — but with new attitudes.

UTEP jumped out to a 10-0 lead, then fell
behind 13-0, then led 17-13, then fell behind
20-17, then led 24-20, and went into the fourth
quarter down 27-24.

They gave Boise St. all they had.

Yes, they eventually lost 47-31, but this team
didn’t give up. This team didn’t hang its col-
lective head. This team remained mentally
tough. When Boise St. scored its final touch-
down very late in the game and things were
already decided, UTEP sucked it up and
blocked the extra point try.

This team never quit playing.

Jordan Palmer didn’t have his best game but
he showed flashes of brilliance. Howard Jack-
son wasn’t able to break many big runs, but
fought valiantly for every tough yard. The
Miners’ defense didn’t totally shut down the
high-powered Boise St. offense, but the Bron-
cos felt every bone-jarring hit on their way to
committing four turnovers.

It is extremely evident that Mike Price and his
veteran coaching staff are right on track with its
plan to change the team’s attitude about them-
selves. No more will teams take on the Miners
and not feel like they were in a heck of a tussle.

And all this is happening with Gary Nord’s
players. Can you imagine what things are go-
ing to be like here when Price starts coaching
with his own recruits in a couple years?

Coming off the Aggies’ stunning upset of
Troy last week, I'm expecting a quick sellout
of the UTEP-NMSU game in the Sun Bowl on
Oct. 2.

This should be a war and I predict this will
the game that really steers the Miners in the
right direction. Look for UTEP to make a state-
ment against the Aggies.

And then look for the Miners to tack on at

least three WAC victories.

Kobe Con Man

Kobe Bryant spent the entire spring and sum-
mer trying to prove his rape case was nothing
more than lies from a female who wanted to
extort money from him.

When his accuser decided to drop her case
against him it appeared his name, at least for
now, had been spared further embarrassment.

Wrong!

In Dan Rather-like fashion, Kobe has proven
to be a little less than forthright.

In an attempt to get the truth out, someone
leaked Kobe’s answers to the sheriff
department’s questions after he was initially
picked up.

Somehow, Kobe sounds a little less like an NBA
superstar and more like a guy trying to cover
up something bad he knows he has just done.

At first, Kobe is heard telling officers that
he didn’t have sex with the woman. In fact,
Kobe says they didn’t even hug or kiss her.

Then Kobe is heard telling the authorities
that none of this information can get out. He
says his wife will leave him, he says his repu-
tation will be tarnished. He says he will lose
his endorsements.

Bryant sounds a lot like a desperate man. But
there’s more. After he finally agreed to tell the
truth about his sexual encounter with the
woman, Kobe didn’t stop there.

It seems the alleged victim in Colorado isn’t
the only woman he’s been seeing behind his
wife’s back.

Kobe told authorities that there is another
woman he’s been seeing on a regular basis, a
lady named Michelle.

At one point, Kobe tells the officer that his
wife and daughter mean everything to him.
Well, it seems to me that if his wife meant that
much to him, he’d be a tiny bit more faithful. I
mean, isn’t that the whole idea?

When officers asked Kobe if he was willing
to pay money to shut the woman up, he an-
swered, “I got to, I got to. I’m in the worst (de-
leted) situation.”

Boy, I'll say. It turns out that Kobe will settle
with the Colorado woman before any civil trial.
I don’t know how many millions it will cost
him but it might be more than the $3-million
he spent on the ring he bought his wife soon
after the whole incident.

I guess the rich feel they can buy their way
out of everything. And unfortunately — in this
country — they can.

King Super

33 Enthusiastic

STICKY PROBLEM 58 Munch (on) 120 Orthodox image
ACROSS 59 Summarize 122 Evaluate
1 Caesar’s suit? 60 Pound sound 123 Voice type
5 Fiber source 62 Wine and dine 124 Fruit-tree spray
9“_Breaky Heart” 63 Saucy 125 Metric measure
(92 hit) 66 Speech problem 126 Subject
13 Haberdashery 67 Middle of question 127 See 65 Down
items 74 Jack of “Rio Lobo” 128 Oenophile’s
18 Left open 75 Word with rug or mecca
19 Comfort code 129 Dutch export
20 Hint 76 Couple
21 Southwestern 77 Pindaric poem DOWN
native 78 Annoys 1 Tic- _ -toe
22 Java joint 80 Norwegian 2 Ventura County
23 About composer city
24 Deep uncon- 82 Distressed one? 3 Fish hook
sciousness 87 Turn inside out 4 Amphitheater
25 Set's sibling 88 Ulan _ feature
26 Start of a question 89 Torso 5 Defeated
30 Tucked into the 92 Nurse’s helper 6 Prickly heat, e.g.
tortellini 93 DC figure 7 _ Spumante
31 Gibbon or gorilla 94 Jonathan Winters’ 8 Light material
32 Orient birthplace 9 Take
33 Chew the fat 96 Odense denizen 10 Garlic segment
36 Occupy 97 Ladd role 11 Actor Cronyn
40 “Git, Garfield!” 98 Humorist 12 “My Favorite _”
42 Commercials Buchwald (82 film)
45 Rap-sheet datum 99 Submachine gun 13 Foundation
47 Landed 100 Barber opera 14 Put on the street
48 Runnymede’s river 102 Deface 15 Songbird
50 See 103 Repeat 16 “So _is the thanks
56 Across 105 Fraternity sticker | get!”
51“Chain _" (60 hity 106 Palm Sunday 17 Sea plea
52 Tribe beast 21 Record music, in a
53 On guard 108 End of question way
54 Ignominy 117 King's thing 27 Singer Redding
56 With 50 Across, 118 Add color 28 Trot or gallop
fluffy feline 119 Circle dance 29 Sordid

34 Parsons or Paton
35 Impresario Rudolf
37 Producer Prince
38 Menu phrase

39 Coal container
40 Salon supply

41 It may be magic
42 Small shrub

43 Patterned fabric
44 Plain
46 Give it _ (try)

48 Even if, informally

49 Ukr., formerly

52 Hills or Thomas

53 Shore soup

55 Hamilton detective

57 Hurricane fliers

58 Pigeon English?

61 In honor of

62 Pulitzer winner

64 Sweater letter

65 With 127 Across,
toyshop buy

67 Brewer or Graves

68 “Jean” singer

69 Aptitude

70 Part of EMT

71 Void

72 Excavated

73 Archaic assent

79 Part of EST

81 Noun suffix

83 _-jongg

84 “The King and I”
setting

85 Author Ferber

86 Wolfish

expression
88 English Romantic
89 Outlaw
90 Quindlen’s “_ True
Thing”
91 _ Peres, MO
95 Definitely dislikes
96 Like some cellars
97 Manuscript enc.
100 Herbert or Hugo
101 North African
feature
103 Violinist Zimbalist
104 Intimate
105 1492 vessel
107 Director Lee
108 Marley's colleague
109 Celtic
110 Pierce
111 Mosaic bit
112 Comparative word
113 Alley’s angel
114 “The Parent _" (61
film)
115 Biting
116 Vincent Lopez's
theme song
117 Beaver, for one
121 _de plume
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1 was there...

By Jan Engels
Special to the Courier

The game was great. The crowd was elec-
trifying and of course the outcome was as

Cardinals, Patriots matchup
made for great football event

for the New England Patriots and a personal
family friend — played a spectacular game
as usual. He came through when needed
to help his team to their 17th straight vic-
tory. The Patriots can tie the NFL mark
for consecutive wins — shared by five
other teams —

this writer had
hoped. It was the
opening season
of the Cardinals
home games this
year and as luck
would have it
they played the
New England
Patriots — my
favorite team.
There was a little
friendly family
rivalry going on
Sunday after-
noon in the Car-
dinals Stadium
my twin
brother lives in

if they win at
Buffalo in two
weeks.

A touching
part of the after-
noon was the
half time tribute
paid to former
Arizona Cardi-
nal Pat Tillman.
Tillman was
killed in military
combat this past
spring while
serving in Af-
ghanistan. He
initially made
headlines by

Phoenix and is a
big Cardinals

with blue shirts here... red shirts there... but
everyone got along as the teams played an
exciting game with no one able to declare
themselves the winner until the fourth quar-
ter was finished. New England beat the Car-
dinals 23-12. Adam Vinatieri — the kicker

fan. Sunday’s game. New England got by Arizona dollar footba}ll
The crowd 2312 extending their winning streak to 17 games. e enlist
was peppered in the Army.

foregoing a
multi-million

— Photo by Rick Crawford
GAME DAY — Adam Vinatieri stretched before

All players wore a No. 40 decal —
Tillman’s number — on their helmets and
all spectators received a No. 40 lapel pin to
wear during the game.

It was a very entertaining and exciting af-
ternoon of football.

Canutillo

From Page 5

in the winter of 2005. He hoped the football
team could use the new field for the fall 2005
season, a year earlier than planned.

He made a motion, which was seconded,
asking for a feasibility study on the subject and
for a report back to the board in a month.

Sergio Martinez, with Dimensions Archi-

for a “better picture” — maybe in three months.
“One month would be difficult.”

Board member Yvonne Sanchez brought up
a safety issue, that of having children walking
through a work site to the football stadium.

Reyes withdrew his motion, pending a re-
port later this year.

Banes General Contractors gave a photo
update on construction of the high school. It is
40 percent complete and on schedule. The sta-
dium is 50 percent complete.

tects, said a longer period of time would allow See CANUTILLO, Page 7
Crossword
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Comix

OUTONALIMB By Gary Kopervas

QUR JoR 1S DONE,
PECOS. TIME T© RIDE
OFF \NTo THE
SUNSET.

IF THERE WERE NO
WORSES IN THE OLD WEST

©2004 by King Faatures Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

WY,
M

eERAS

$200.00!

BILL IS

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

5TUPID WATER BILL IS
$150.00, AND THE GAS

HOW ARE You DOING
ON YOUR CHORES
TODAY P

OH, AND OF COURSE
WE HAVE THE PHONE
BILL ALSO..

DAD, HOW DO YOU
SAY "HELLO" IN
 GERMAN? =

EAT! TN\ WAY
g—\EA% OF SCHEDULE!

IT% ONLY NOON AND INVE
ALREADY THOUGHT UP FNE
EXCUSES.

CHICKEN

HELP
WANTED

ACI now hiring im-
mediately. No expe-
rience required,
training provided.
For interview call
Raul at (915) 791-
0769.

10/07

RENTALS

CACTUS ROSE
TOWNHOMES
Move-In Special
Mention this ad
and receive
1/2 off your 1st
month’s rent
225 Poplar
886-6118
2 and 3 Bedrooms
Available
Income Restrictions
Apply
Section 8 Accepted
10/14

WHISPERING
SANDS
TOWNHOMES
Opening Fall 2004
500 Omar Rd.
886-6118
New 2 and 3

SO HOW'S YOUR "

CROSS-BREEDIN'
EXPERIMENT

GET]

SO"SO’ HENW-
THAT DARN BIRD
HASN'T LAID
A SINGLE EGG

©2004 by King Featurcs Syndicate, Lnc. World rights reserved.

| \WORST PART 1S, SHE
SEEMS QUITE PROUVD
) OF TAT FACT!

it 1

wwiy.marlandcartoons.com

Classified Ads

Bedrooms ALTERATIONS
Available EMBROIDERY
Income Restrictions Tees & More
Apply 14010 Horizon
Section 8 Accepted Blvd.
9/23 852-8956
Executive “Windshield Ding
Office Space —
available Gimme a Ring”
at the JIFFY GLASS
Lakeway Bldg. REPAIR
14190 Horizon Blvd.  Windshield Repair
(915) 852-1019 Specialists

TFN

SELF-HELP

Persons who have
a problem with al-
cohol are offered a
free source of help
locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous - call
562-4081 for infor-
mation.

Tiene problemas
con el alcohol? Hay
una solucion.
Informacion: 838-
6264.

SERVICES

DRY CLEANING

By appt. at your
home or office:
(No repairs within
Horizon City)
R.V. Dick
Harshberger
915-852-9082

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR
Domestic and
Foreign
852-3523
1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079
*Electric rooter
service for sewers
and drains
*Appliance
installation
*Many other
plumbing services
Licensed, bonded
and insured for
your protection.

T[ola[ABIR[A[NIAlc]H]Y BlE[L[T]s
ANAE BOAE BNlE NBRAAGER
clalFlElllals Tlollclomallols|1[R]I[s
i [F[N|o|T|n]1[N[a[E]v]E]R]S|[T|1]c[K]S
AlT[E AlP[E E[als]T
Glals N H[Als[tITIs[c|alT ARE
AL ASIAL D T T H[A[ME[s I clAlT
AN G lc/ AN cH]A[R[ Yl S]H[AIM]E
A[NJG[O[R[A c[r[o[m[P RIE[CIA[P
BEE e BERE NNEE
T|o|T|E[F[L]o|n[H[o]w[D[o[T][HIE]Y [M]A[K]E
AR RARERA BNE BRE
r[I[L[E[S alr|I]Ela DIAM[S[E|L
ANERE DRERNE RN ANRE
s|E[NJlolalv T [o[no[a[n Es|[H]AIN]E
AlR]T BREN MANE AM AR
e|[c[H]0 P{I[N s|s
T|elF[L[o]n]s[T[3Yc]K EJPIA[N
Hlo[r[r[o[RI T INT 1[clo|N
als[s|E[s[sMA LiT][O k[1]t]o
TIHIE[M[E B|E[A[R E[p[a[m

Flag

From Page 1

and the number “93” is set on the
western side of the memorial’s semi-
circular wall, representing United’s
Flight 93. The plane bound for San
Francisco from Newark, New Jersey

was the only flight of the four that

did not reach its target, which was
believed to be Camp David. Con-
struction on SISD’s Freedom Flag
Memorial was supervised by Assis-
tant Superintendent for Operational
Services Thomas Eyeington.
Socorro Superintendent Dr. Rob-

ert J. Durén and Board President

Brenda Castaneda hosted the dedica-
tion Ceremony. Dr. Durén called the

memorial a tribute to police,

firefighters and other first respond-
ers along with U.S. servicemen who

By Don Flood
As a youth, I would have quali-
fied for the Olympics except for

one minor technicality — the
games did not, for some reason,
include pinball.

In fact, I think I would have been
pretty competitive in a modern
pentathlon that included pinball,
Skee Ball, darts, pool and Ping
Pong. All that practice gone to
waste!

But at least now I can say [ went
to the Olympics, though in my case
the qualifying round meant buying
tickets for myself and my family.

Nowadays the Olympics pretty
much has everything, including
competitive stamp collecting,
which has taken a cue from the
wildly popular Beach Volleyball.

Stamp collecting — now re-
ferred to correctly as Beach Stamp
Collecting — includes a lot of
young women in bikinis jumping
up and down and is expected to be
one of “hot tickets” in Beijing,
along with Beach Archery, Beach
Badminton and Beach Fencing.
(Ouch!)

NBC officials, who have a
newfound and extraordinary rev-
erence for the history of the games,
point out that the ancient athletes
competed naked and that to honor
that heritage modern athletes
should wear as little as possible.

“We feel that, historically speak-
ing, this is the right thing to do,
even though it might harm our rat-
ings,” said an unnamed network
official with a long and oddly
growing nose.

But of more interest than even
the Beach Volleyball contest was
the question: “Would the Greeks
be finished in time?”

This was a valid concern, since
in the case of the 14,000-seat bas-
ketball venue, for example, the

Trip fulfills Olympic
dream — sort of

Greeks started on the stadium a
little less three hours before the
first game.

They had hoped to have a full
three hours, but some of the guys
stopped for coffee.

No matter. They completed the
building in time to break for lunch
with the help of the Hephaestus,
the ancient Greek craftsman god
who came out of retirement to get
things moving.

Zeus also lent a hand, hurling a
few well-placed thunderbolts at the
backsides of the slower workers.

But however they did it, the
Greeks got it done, and the vari-
OuS venues were even more spec-
tacular than they appeared on TV.

In addition to the some of the
events, we visited the Acropolis,
site of the Parthenon.

Walking around the ruins of an-
cient Athens helped put 2,500
years history of Western Civiliza-
tion into perspective, especially
when one realizes he is walking in
the footsteps of Katie Couric her-
self.

Katie, unfortunately, was no-
where to be found, so we went
shopping on our own.

We found the shopkeepers
somewhat aggressive, in the sense
that the Atlantic Ocean is some-
what wet.

Walking by one store, we were
lured in by the shopkeeper who
promised that “everything” in the
store was 50 percent off.

My wife picked up a small dish.

Wouldn’t you know it? That was
the one item that wasn’t 50 percent
off. It was full price. Amazing.

And so was the whole trip. I just
wish I could have gotten there on
my pinball skills — but there’s al-
ways Beijing.

(c) 2004 King Features Synd., Inc.

protect and serve the country. “On a
personal note, I was in New York
during the Labor Day weekend. I was
in a building half the size of either
one of the Twin Towers. In that whole
building, there were over 8,000 em-
ployees. When you think about every
maintenance and operations employee,
every teacher, every worker in our caf-
eterias and food service that amounts
to right at 5,000 employees. .. It’s im-
portant that Socorro ISD do some-
thing like this to remind us of the
people whose lives were lost but also
to remind us of the individuals who
sacrificed their lives to save lives.”
Former SISD board trustee and
member of the Freedom Flag Memo-
rial Committee Jamie Cardwell had
suggested the idea of a giant U.S. flag
to former Superintendent Dr. Don P.
Schulte after the 9/11 tragedies. “I'm
thinking about the pride I have with
the results of this. I'm very proud to

stand here and watch the children of
the District raise this flag.”

The events of Sept. 11, 2001 en-
couraged the project, which was built
with donated funds. Special guests
included Cardwell, District 75 State
Representative Inocente “Chente”
Quintanilla, Staff Sgt. Frank
Hernandez of Fort Bliss, who said the
memorial is for all veterans of the
country’s wars. “I think the Ameri-
can people learned that after Viet
Nam,” Hernandez says, adding that
it’s important to appreciate what any
service personnel do while on duty
and after they leave the service.

There was a less sober side to the
morning’s events. Rebeca Gimbel of
William D. Slider Middle School was
one of the students holding the flag
before it was raised.

“It’s pretty light with everybody
holding it,” reflected the seventh-
grader. “It’s teamwork.”

Canutillo

From Page 6

Board president Joe Villarreal
pressed the contractor and the archi-

tectural firm that everything is in or-
der, that necessary paperwork is
taken care of regarding the cost-split-
ting agreement for building Educa-
tion Boulevard between the new high
school and the Northwest campus of
El Paso Community College.

In his report, Hart said he had re-
ceived an informational packet from
state Sen. Elliot Shapleigh regarding
funding sources for public schools.
He said the senator is vigorously pro-
moting a state income tax proposal
which he termed a “hot topic.”
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Social Security Q&A &y rayvigi

Q: My 87-year-old father is very ill
and is not expected to live much
longer. Will my 85-year-old mother
have to apply for widow’s benefits
after his death? Or is that process
done automatically?

A: When your father passes away,
your mother should notify Social
Security. If your mother is receiving
spouse’s benefits based on your
father’s work record, and if they were
living at the same address, we should
be able to switch her to widow’s ben-

efits automatically, and also pay the
death benefit. Otherwise, she may
have to complete a few forms before
she could receive benefits.

Q: A woman whom I used to work
with says she has carpal tunnel syn-
drome and is going to apply for So-
cial Security disability benefits. Will
that disability qualify her for benefit
payments?

A: She will quality for disability ben-
efits if she has any impairment, or

any combination of impairments, that
are so severe that they will keep her
from doing any substantial work for
at least a year, or that are expected to
result in her death.

Q: 1 have been doing heavy construc-
tion work for all of my life. But re-
curring back problems have become
so bad that I cannot do this job any
longer. Can I apply for Social Secu-
rity disability benefits?

A: Yes. But while you can apply for
benefits, you also should know that
under Social Security, your disabil-
ity must be so severe that it prevents

you from doing any kind of work for
which you are qualified. So if there
is other work that you can do, your
claim might not be approved.

Q: I get Supplemental Security In-
come (SSI) for a physical disability.
I would like to try going to work. Am
L allowed to get a part time job with-
out risking loss of benefits?

A: Yes. Social Security encourages
recipients with disabilities to try
working. For example, if your only
income is SSI and you start to
work, only a small portion of your
income is used in recalculating

your monthly benefit amount.
Also, in most cases you are able to
keep your medical coverage. Social
Security has a number of work in-
centives to help you attempt work-
ing without taking away the secu-
rity net of your benefits.

For more information visit your lo-
cal Security office, see www.ssa.gov
or call us at 1-800-772-1213. If you
have any questions that you would
like to have answered, please mail
them to the Social Security Office,
11111 Gateway West, Attn: Ray Vigil,
El Paso, Texas 79935.
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DON'T COMPROMISE,
GETA CUB CADET.

Introducing the
all-premium

Series 1000 tractors.

MODEL LT 1018

HIGHLY
RATED

BY A LEADING INDEPENDENT
CONSUMER PUBLICATION

New for 2004. Cub Cadet Series

1000 lawn tractors provid
precision cut at an excepti
value. These long-lasting, reli
tractors are constructed with

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms,

r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Cub CadelO)lf

Hurry!

To find a Cub Ca

e a
onal
able
pre-

mium features, including: easy-to-
operate hydrostatic transmissions,

automotive-style lug nuts

and

larger mowing decks. Visit your
local family-owned dealer today

for a test-drive.

Special financing available!

det retailer near you,

visit www.cubcadet.com,
or call 1-877-CUB-TOUGH.

*Product price—Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup
and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited
availability. C11137-01-55080-2




