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NEWSBRIEFS

Calling candidates

All Horizon, Clint ISD and Socorro ISD
candidates running for positions in the up-
coming May 2005 Election are invited to
attend and provide a five minute presen-
tation on their qualifications and platform
issues to the general public during Meet
the Candidates Night at the Emerald
Springs Golf and Conference Center Ball
Room, 16000 Ashford Street, in Horizon
City March 23 at 7 p.m. Sponsoring the
event is Voice For Action Political Action
Committee (VFAPAC).

New library opens

The Dorris Van Doren Regional Library,
551 Redd Road held Grand Opening cel-
ebration and ribbon cutting on March 16
with a Native American blessing of the
building by the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo.
Taumbu Latin Jazz Quintet provided live
music. Guest speakers invited were
Mayor Pro Tem Anthony Cobos, Deputy
City Manager for Quality of Life Debbie
Hamlyn, Library Director and American
Library Association President Carol Brey-
Casiano, Library Association President
Mary Jo Lee, Westside Friends of the Li-
brary President Gretchen Trominski and
Dorris Van Doren Library Manager
Cheryl Bernero. Mrs. Van Dorren’s hus-
band, Don Sr., her son Don Jr., both
daughters and several grandchildren were
on hand. Long-time friend and former col-
league of Dorris Van Doren’s with the
Gasden School District, Mary Holguin,
shared her memories of the Library’s
namesake. The branch’s art gallery is fea-
turing photographs by local artist Marcos
Casiano, as well as pottery and glass
works from various local artists. For more
information call 875-700 or visit
www.elpasolibrary.org.

In other news

B Clint ISD Career and Technology Stu-
dent Jose Varela competed in February in
the Family Career and Community Lead-
ers of America (FCCLA) Competition in
Lubbock. Jose won his category of Occu-
pational Specific Job Interview. He also
created a portfolio for a business which
included a resume, letters of recommen-
dation, a cover letter and pictures. He pre-
sented the portfolio before moving on to
the job interviews. FCCLA is a vocational
student organization that helps young men
and women become leaders and address
important personal, family, work and so-
cietal issues through family and consumer
sciences education. Jose will compete in
the state FCCLA competition in April in
Corpus Christi, Texas. Jan Palmer is the
Coordinator of Career and Technology
Education in Clint ISD.

B The importance of dogs in various
aspects of law enforcement and first

See BRIEFS, Page 5

We’re using sign language more and
more. We sign for just about everything
we buy.

— Quips & Quotes

— Photo courtesy Socorro ISD

BETTER FOR BALL BOUNCING — EIl Dorado students refurbish the Rescue Mission’s
basketball court — from left, Teri Juarez, Julius Mannix (with curly hair), Kirsten Paredes
in center, Alyse Lopez behind her, and Ivan Nino with paint pan.

Spring break put to good

use at Rescue Mission

EAST EL PASO COUNTY — Students
from SISD’s Montwood, El Dorado and
Socorro High School started their March
intersession by cleaning, painting and repair-
ing facilities at the Rescue Mission of El Paso,
1949 Paisano Drive.

About 87 students from SISD and other area
school districts worked to improve the Mis-
sion, which offers temporary housing and
meals to those without homes.

Montwood High School student Victoria
Scroggs of the Montwood Student Council or-
ganized the project, which also involved do-
nations from Home Depot at Zaragoza Road
and Montwood Drive, Sherwin-Williams
paints and the LH and R Signs firm.

The effort marked a return trip for some of

the students who participated in last year’s
weatherization project for the Rescue Mission.

“When we did it last year, I really liked it,”
Scroggs says. “I really thought we could help
them out by doing the rest of the building.
We’re also caulking the windows, and picking
up the outside, picking weeks, painting the
basketball court, vacuuming and cleaning. It’s
our part to help the community.”

Christy Gimbel organized the Rescue Mis-
sion weatherization project last year, and she
returned to help this year. “I like that we help
out places in the El Paso community that help
out other people.”

El Dorado’s Julius Mannix is painting the

See MISSION, Page 4

Health Fair brings information, fun to Valley for 25rd year

EAST EL PASO COUNTY — Socorro,
Clint, San Elizario, Fabens, Tornillo, Horizon
and East El Paso residents will benefit from
the annual Lower Valley Health Fair, sched-
uled for April 16 at Socorro High School,
10150 Alameda Avenue. The fair — the
Valley’s biggest, most comprehensive annual
health event — is scheduled for 9 am. to 3
p-m. and is sponsored by the Lower Valley
School Nurses Association, the El Paso City-
County Health and Environmental District, and
Del Sol Medical Center. Approximately 80
agencies will be available to provide health
screenings and information.

This marks the 23rd year the fair has offered
free screenings for a variety of medical condi-
tions. Adults and children will be able obtain
the screenings, and all childhood immuniza-
tions will be available. The fee is $10 per child,
and no one will be denied services.

Parents will also have the opportunity to
enroll their children in the El Paso County Sher-
iff Department’s AmberCard program, which
helps locate missing children. Experts from R.
E. Thomason General Hospital will be avail-
able to check children’s car seats for safety.

Interested in donating blood? Visit the United
Blood Services van.

Have your blood pressure, height, weight,

vision, cholesterol, blood sugar, hearing, and
body fat checked at one of the many health fair
booths. Organizations will also help applicants
complete the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram (CHIP) applications — so be sure to bring
proof of income, proof of residence, your
child’s Social Security card and shot record.

In addition, SISD’s Special Education De-
partment invites all children to the Kids Korner
where they can have both their gross and fine
motor skills checked, and also be screened for
hearing, speech and language problems. You’ll
also be able to visit the Montwood Wellness
Center’s Ronald McDonald Care Mobile.

Other exhibitors will include the U.S. Bor-
der Bike Patrol, and the 911 Simulator at the
Southwestern Bell Pioneers booth. A represen-
tative of the El Paso Zoo will talk about ven-
omous predators.

Families are encouraged to register at 9:15 a.m.
for the “Family Fun Walk” conducted on the SHS
running track behind north of the school. Walks
are scheduled for 10 a.m. and 11 am.

Adults participating in the walk will geta
free T-shirt and kids will receive a prize for
completing the walk. Food and beverages
will be sold during the health fair. For more
information, call the SISD Health Services
office, 937-4044.

Horizon Council
decides against
citizen’s oversight
committee for
police department

HORIZON CITY — The controversial is-
sue of a Citizen’s Review Board with over-
sight of the Horizon City Police Dept. that
has stirred conflict between some Horizon
City Council members and Mayor Dianne
Whitty over the past several months was
voted down at the regularly scheduled meet-
ing on Tuesday, March 8.

It was the last item to be considered during
what turned out to be a very lengthy meeting.
Council was to consider and take action on an
ordinance to create a Board of Citizen Police
Review. This agenda item was tabled on Feb.
8 because two Council members were absent
and the rest of the Council felt all members
should be present for such an important item.

Mayor Whitty had initiated the process to
create the board because she said that some
constituents have approached her to make
complaints about the HCPD. At the present
time, the police department investigates its
own complaints, but Mayor Whitty said
people will be intimidated into not making
the complaints if they know the department
investigates its own complaints.

She brought up the city of Pittsburgh as
an example, where they have a Citizens Re-
view Board. The city of Pittsburgh’s popu-
lation is over 350,000.

Police Chief Antonio Aguilar is against the
review board and feels the police department
is doing a good job investigating any com-
plaints that come in. During the February
meeting, he advised City Council if there was
a problem or complaint he could not handle,
there are other law enforcement entities that
are available to step in and assist the HCPD.

Councilman Walter Miller said, “We were
elected by the citizens in Horizon City and
it is our duty to handle the complaints with-
out the need of a Citizens Review Board. We
must make sure the complaint is taken care
of at our level.”

Chief Aguilar also informed City Council
that in the four years he has been Horizon’s
Chief of Police, there have been no lawsuits
for officer misconduct. He feels the Citizens
Review Board would be a form of micro
management.

After considerable discussion, Council-
man Jackie Rutledge made a motion to turn
down the Citizens Review Board and was
seconded by Councilman Miller, but when
the vote was taken, the motion lost with a
vote of 4-3. Then a vote was taken to approve
the Citizens Review Board and the item was
voted down with a vote of 4-3. Those voting
for the Citizens Review Board were Council-
men Byron Taylor, Jay Blobner, and Robert
Reyes. Those voting against the Citizens Re-
view Board were Councilmen Garza, Miller,
Rutledge, and Keenan Greseth.

In other business, Council approved the
first reading of an ordinance to begin annex-
ation proceedings on parcels that include
over 830 acres of land.

City Council also approved the second read-
ing to submit Charter Amendments to the
qualified voters of the Town of Horizon City.
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You don’t
think much
about it until it affects you.

Most things are that way. Take for
instance the obstacles faced by
people who have some sort of handi-
cap.

I’m strong and healthy. My surgery
is non-critical, non-life threatening.
My pain, comparatively, is minimal.
Still, I’'m daunted.

There are some people who joke
about the Ten Commandments being
the Ten Suggestions. I don’t think any
spoken word thundered from a moun-
tain top shrouded in clouds and lighten-
ing could be considered a suggestion, and
while my doctor’s instructions were
not delivered quite so dramatically, I
don’t think they could possibly be con-
strued as suggestions, either.

Absolutely no pressure on my right
foot for at least two weeks. Then
minimal pressure allowed only on the
heel for the next four weeks. You're
sentenced to crutches for at least six
weeks until your foot heals, lady, and
you better believe what I say if you
want it to end there. Maybe he could
see how much I dread helplessness.

Maybe the adjustment isn’t so dra-
matic for people who are born with a
handicap. You’ve done things the
hard way from the beginning so you
are used to it. For the rest of us
spoiled people who are accustomed
to having full use of all our arms and
legs, a handicap makes the prospect
of simply getting across the room
suddenly loom large — let’s not even
mention picking something up off the
floor, negotiating a flight of stairs,
getting out of an automobile and onto
our new “legs” for the first time.

There’s also the insidious, inde-
scribable sense of vulnerability that
surgery gives you, especially if it in-

One perspective

By Francis Shrum

Handicapped
accessible

volves general anesthesia. Now, I'm
extremely grateful for the heavy-duty
narcotics that make surgery a breeze
for the patient — you just go bliss-
fully to sleep and don’t remember a
thing. It’s the waking up that’s the
hard part, and the throwing up. Seda-
tives are a blessing in the immediate
face of pain — afterward they exact
their high wages by sapping your life-
strength and energy.

I can only imagine how hard it must
be for people waking from surgery to
find their previously whole bodies
are permanently damaged — teens
injured in an automobile accident,
soldiers fresh from the killing fields,
changed forever in body and spirit.

Crutches are my greatest blessing
and my greatest curse. I call them
Thing One and Thing Two. They are
my deliverance from the prison of
immobility. They are also instru-
ments of torture as they rub my sides
raw, make my arms and hands ache,
and mischievously threaten me with
a headlong and possibly fatal sprawl
when I don’t lift their little rubber
heads high enough off the floor. They
are also not equipped with brakes —
aspurt of early confidence was quickly
extinguished when I motored a little
too fast down the hallway and gave
the linen closet door a sideways body-
slam when I couldn’t slow down
enough to negotiate a hard right turn.

Thankfully, my house is small, so
it doesn’t take long to get from one
end to the other. But it could never
be described as American Disability
Association-approved handicapped
accessible. Small turning around
spaces and lots of busy family mem-
bers create all manner of traffic perils.

The biggest frustration I’ve

See HANDICAPPED, Page 6
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El Paso area seniors gear up for 2005 Senior Games

EL PASO COUNTY — It’s time
for El Paso area seniors to sign-up
for the 23rd Annual Senior Fun Day
and Senior Games with an antici-
pated 300 seniors already fine tun-
ing their physical and mental skills
in anticipation of this year’s compe-
tition.

The Senior Games are sponsored
by the El Paso City Parks and Recre-
ation Department and Sierra Provi-
dence Health Network with the goal
of encouraging and promoting long,
healthy, enjoyable lives. Senior Fun
Day on Saturday, April 9 kicks off
the Senior Games.

It’s a day to participate in recre-
ational events including Around the
World, Free Throws, Fun Walk, Foot-
ball Throw, Softball Throw and much
more. Grandkids participate free with
apaid adult. During Fun Day, seniors
can also register for the month-long
Senior Games.

The El Paso Senior Games will run
from April 16 through May 1 and
offer competition in bowling, cy-
cling, racewalking, basketball, swim-
ming, track and field, in-line hockey,
horseshoes, washers, billiards, dance,
table tennis, golf, volleyball, spell-
ing, short story and poetry writing.

“The Senior Games include indi-
vidual and team competitions in both
the physical and intellectual arenas so
there’s really something for everyone
age 50 and over,” says Julie Belcher,
El Paso Senior Games Coordinator.

The Hall of Fame Banquet on
Tuesday, May 3 will bring the Games
to a close. Local winners will go on
to the 2005 Texas State Senior Games
in Austin, Texas.

Senior Game registration packets
are available now at Memorial Park
Senior Center, 1800 Byron. Packets
can be mailed to interested seniors.
Contact: Julie Belcher 562-4268.

View from here sysiireacoc
Unfair competition: Governments should get out of the business of business

Think back to your experience
with cafeteria food when you were
in elementary school. Cheapness and
blandness were its most memorable
characteristics. So while you didn’t
starve at school, neither did you run
home and ask mom if she could make
you the same dish for dinner.

That is generally what we have
come to expect from government ser-
vices. They are cheap and they work,
just not very well.

However, one thing we didn’t un-
derstand as secnd graders is that those
lunches were subsidized by our tax
dollars; school lunches, and other
government services, are not as cheap
as they seem.

Governments engage in traditional
service activities such as trash col-
lection and road maintenance as well
as high-tech ventures such as cable and
broadband. In many of these areas they
compete with private business.

Corpus Christi is one of the latest
entrants into the world of municipal
high technology. The city is invest-
ing $7.1 million to deploy a 147-mile
contiguous Wi-Fi mesh network.
While the system is intended to sup-
port municipal services such as pub-
lic works, public safety and free Wi-
Fi in libraries, its technology is per-
fectly suited to commercial provision
of broadband services in competition
with the private sector.

According
| to the U.S.
Health Re-
sources and Services Administration,
if the U.S.-Mexico border region
were the nation’s 51st state, it would:

e rank last in access to health care;

e second in death rates due to
hepatitis;

e third in deaths related to diabe-
tes; and

e first in the numbers of children
who are uninsured.

To combat these dismal statistics,
I re-introduced the Border Economic
Recovery Act for Health and Envi-
ronment (BERA) in the House of
Representatives this week. If signed
into law, BERA will fund:

* $8 million for the Border Health
Commission;

¢ $250 million for hospitals and
healthcare providers who provide
emergency health services to undocu-

Legislation currently under consid-
eration by the Texas Legislature would
prohibit Corpus Christi and other lo-
cal governments from doing this.

Representatives of cities have
complained that the provision would
keep them from providing Wi-Fi hot
spots for municipal employees and
library patrons.

The author of the legislation, Rep.
Phil King, R-Weatherford, said that
is not the case, and that the provision
was designed only to keep cities from
competing with the private sector.

“What we’re struggling with is
wanting to prevent cities from di-
rectly competing with the private sec-
tor where those services were going
to be provided by the private sector,”
King said.

The Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion examined this issue in a 2003
study entitled The Business of Gov-
ernment? Competition Between
Texas Governments and the Private
Sector, by Wendell Cox.

Our study found Texas govern-
ments compete with the private sec-
tor or preclude competition in a num-
ber of consumer markets. While most
of these government enterprises are
generally profitable or “break-even,”
they are also usually exempt from
taxes and regulations that are applied
to their private sector competitors. As
aresult, these government enterprises

mented immigrants;

* $25 million for the prevention
and control of tuberculosis;

¢ $1 million for grants to the Pan
American Health Organization to
prevent and control diabetes;

* $4 million for the Border Eco-
nomic Cooperation Commission for
environmental  infrastructure
projects; and

* $5 million for the International
Boundary and Water Commission for
long-range planning on water supply
use and distribution in the U.S.-
Mexico border area.

Since first introducing BERA in
1997, Congress has passed one of the
bill’s provisions that will improve
healthcare along the border and de-
liver funds to the region. The Medi-
care Prescription Drug and Mod-
ernization Act President Bush
signed into law in December 2003
included $250 million annually for

have an unfair advantage over their
private sector competitors.

There are also many examples of
high-tech ventures such as broadband
and cable where taxpayers are subsi-
dizing operational losses of millions
of dollars.

For example, after eight years in
the fiber business, the city of Marietta
, Georgia sold its FiberNet to Ameri-
can Fiber Systems for $11.2 million,
at a loss of about $24 million. The
city had invested about $35 million
into building and maintaining the
system which serviced only 180 cus-
tomers along the 210 miles of de-
ployed fiber.

Everywhere we look, the world is
moving away from the government
provision of goods and services. We
are finding out that in today’s world,
publicly operated or regulated ser-
vices just don’t work very well.

While businesses don’t seem to
have much to worry about, Texas
consumers and taxpayers have every
right to be concerned about govern-
ments getting into the high-tech busi-
ness. We can’t afford — or stomach
— any more cheap lunches.

Bill Peacock is the Economic Free-
dom Policy Analyst for the Texas
Public Policy Foundation, an Austin-
based non-profit, non-partisan re-
search institute.

Reyes Re pO rtS By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

Border bill will improve
health, environment

2005 to 2008 for hospitals across
the country that provide emergency
health services to undocumented
immigrants.

I have worked hard to make my
colleagues aware of the stress hospi-
tals face providing emergency health
services to undocumented immi-
grants and am pleased the Medicare
bill included that funding; however,
border counties alone spend $200
million annually providing those
health services. BERA would close
the funding gap that border commu-
nities still face.

Tuberculosis rates along both sides
of the border are 1.5 times their na-
tional averages and communities all
along the border suffer from inad-
equate health services. If we do not
solve these problems, not only will
border residents continue to suffer,
the public health of the nation as a
whole will be endangered.

HORIZON — William D. “Bill”
Slider, descended from a family
steeped in the importance of edu-
cation, left behind a legacy carry-

Longtime Horizon community
leader Bill Slider dies at 78

ate studies in education with a
Masters from Kent State Univer-
sity and was accepted into that
university’s prestigious doctoral

ing that dedication
with his death on
Thursday, March 10.
He was 78.

His career spanned
20-plus years in
teaching and educa-
tional administra-
tion, beginning in
Ohio and culminat-
ing in El Paso
County. As aresult of
his dedication, a
school in the Socorro ISD is named
in his honor, the William D. Slider
Middle School.

He is survived by his loving wife
of 58 years, M. Madyline
(Cunningham) Slider of Horizon
City; his brother, James M. Slider
of Virginia Beach, Virginia; and
numerous nieces and nephews; and
devoted friends, Mark and Mae
Barnett of Horizon City.

Due to Mrs. Slider’s ill health,
memorial services will be held at
a later date.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, Harley and Orpha
(Goodnight) Slider, and a sister,
Elaine (Slider) Hall.

Bill Slider graduated with hon-
ors from Ohio University with a
Bachelor of Science degree, ma-
joring in business and a minor in
English. He completed his gradu-

program.

He began teach-
ing Business Law in
Ohio, moved up to
vice-principal and
finally retired as
principal of Grafton
Elementary School.

Locally, he held a
lifetime teaching
certificate and the all
inclusive “city su-
perintendents” ad-
ministrative certificate. He was
active in professional associations
at local, state and national levels.
After retirement, he continued
community service as a trustee for
the Socorro ISD, as a member of
the El Paso County Water Author-
ity board of directors, Central Ap-
praisal Districts Appraisal Review
Board, and the Horizon Country
Club’s Board of Directors.

He served on numerous commit-
tees for both school and church,
and on the Juvenile Justice Center
Committee, County Court House
Bond Committee, and AARP
Nominating Committee.

Donations or contributions in his
name may be made to the Socorro
ISD Foundation for Excellence in
Education, 12300 Eastlake Drive,
El Paso, Texas, 79928; or to the
American Heart Association.

SHoP FABENS

705 N. Fabens St., Space 0
Fabens, TX (next to Allstate Office)

l
RAPID#CASH

Check Cashing ¢ Pay Utility Bills * Income Tax Filing

764-3892

You’re in good hands.
705 N. Fabens St., Space 1

Fabens, TX [f:EL1Y K]

QO Allstate.

Se habla
espanol

« Auto

* Home
- Life GRS
- Business :

Oscar Arrieta
Allstate Agent

TRUE TEXAS IS & @er 7. Zto0me, Feb.2,1860: The first law

for protection of game was enacted. It forbade the killing
of Quail on Galveston Island.

O"
P
! (ﬁ(\‘l\\\‘
A

Thy | {earn Dever h{l
" pore fhan yowcan eaf!




Page 4

WEsT TExas County COURIER

March 17, 2005

Socorro ISD principal named
for service on national board

EAST EL PASO COUNTY —
Socorro High School principal Os-
car Troncoso has been selected to
join the National Assessment Gov-
erning Board (NAGB). The
NAGB is an independent group
whose members include gover-

fore becoming principal at Socorro
High two years ago. He says the
NAGB’s challenge is both simple
and complicated.

“Nationwide, there is no 12th
grade assessment,” Troncoso says.
“So what they’re trying to figure
out is “What do our 12th

nors, state legislators,
local and state officials,
educators, business rep-
resentatives, and mem-
bers of the general pub-
lic.

One of the members
is Florida Governor Jeb
Bush. Congress created
the 26-member Govern-
ing Board in 1988 to set
policy for the National
Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress (NAEP) — com-
monly known as “The Nation’s
Report Card.” The Report Card
measures and compares the qual-
ity of high school education
throughout the United States.

Troncoso was sworn in as a
member of the governing board on
March 4 in Austin by board chair-
man Darvin Winick. “I’m hon-
ored,” Troncoso says. “There are
only two school principals.”

The Socorro High School prin-
cipal has worked in education for
18 years as an ESL classroom
teacher and assistant principal be-

Oscar Troncoso

graders know when they
leave high school?””” Ev-
ery state has something
a little bit different, he
said. “Texas has the
Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Skills
but there’s no national
assessment. So this orga-
nization samples popu-
lations that represent de-
mographics of the coun-
try. Part of the challenge we’ve had
is that about 45 percent of the
schools are not participating. In
Texas, for example, the TAKS
stands between a student and his
diploma — so it’s very important to
pass that test.”

NAGB conducts its work and
carries out its responsibilities
through five standing commit-
tees. The full Board and its com-
mittees meet quarterly.

Troncoso says he was nomi-
nated for the position by the El
Paso Collaborative for Academic
Excellence.

(lint ISD business students quality for national competition

By Laura Cade
Special to the Courier

EAST EL PASO COUNTY —

through the advancement of leader-
ship, citizenship, academics and tech-
nological skills. In order to be eligible
for the competitions, students must
be a member of the organization.

of Texas

YOUR G ift

IS A WAY
TO CONQUER
LUNG DISEASE

:': AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION.

Find out how you can help ...

www.texaslung.org

When you lose someone dear
to you — or when a special
person has a birthday, quits
smoking, or has some other
occasion to celebrate —
memorial gifts or tribute gifts
made for them to your local
American Lung Association
help prevent lung disease and
improve the care of those who
suffer fromiit.

1-800-LUNG-USA
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Four students from the Mountain

The students will compete at the
BPA National Leadership Confer-
ence in Anaheim, California in April.
The Clint ISD Coordinator for Ca-
reer and Technology is Jan Palmer.

View High School Business Profes-
sionals of America (BPA) organiza-
tion competed in the BPA State lead-
ership conference in Arlington this
month. The team of Ramon Estrada,
Ruben Aldaz, Steven Ogrey and Al-
exandria Ogrey took second place in
the E-commerce event.

Ogrey also took third place in PC
trouble shooting and second place in
Information and Technology Con-
cepts. Estrada took second place in
Microsoft Networking.

Business Professionals of America
is a student organization whose mis-
sion is to contribute to the prepara-
tion of a world-class workforce

Ogrey, Steven Ogrey.

— Photo courtesy Clint ISD

HEADED TO NATIONAL — Ruben Aldaz, Ramon Estrada, Alexandria

white lines of a basketball
court on black tarmac
west of the building, and
says it’s fun to help
people. “We’re out here
to help make this place a little bit better and (improve)
the lives of people who don’t really have a home.”

Mission

From Page 1
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— Photo courtesy Socorro ISD

EVEN THE BATHROOMS — Socorro High students
clean and paint a restroom at the Rescue Mission —
from left Danielle Faulkner, Denise Vasquez and Caleb
Escamilla.

o

BENTTHE §uu BLIE
E200SMINERS

— Photo courtesy Socorro ISD

ROLLING STONES — Montwood students rake rocks
at the Rescue Mission; from left, Christy Gimbel,
Steven Rosales, Matt Reilly and Victoria Scroggs in
foreground.

YOUR FIRST
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Kreps goes above and beyond in education tield

By Don Woodyard
Courier Staff Writer

CANUTILLO — Sandra Kreps is
not one in a million, but her own
numbers are, nevertheless, compa-
rable and quite impressive.

Kreps, an elementary school
teacher in the Canutillo ISD, was
honored for her singular

to follow in the district.”

The certification process is lengthy
and expensive, a matter of simulta-
neously wearing two hats — one a
continuing role of teacher and the
other as a “student.” As she chal-
lenged herself to be a better teacher,
she pushed her educational envelope,
sharpening her instructional skills
and testing her knowledge of the core
subjects of math, science,

achievement at the March
8 meeting of its board of
trustees. Superintendent
Charles Hart presented her
with the Exemplary Em-
ployee Award for having
earned National Board
Certification, an aca-
demic honor achieved by
only 175-200 teachers
statewide.

The prestigious award is
presented by the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards.

The honor puts Kreps in a select
circle, one comprised of a small frac-
tion — .00070 — of one percent of
the more than 289,000 teachers
throughout Texas. She says six teach-
ers in the El Paso area have earned
the certification.

“We are so proud of you,” said Hart
in presenting the award. He later
added that she was “a leader of teach-
ers in the district.”

In accepting the award, Kreps said,
“I hope I am only the first of many

social studies and lan-
guage arts.

The ultimate bottom
line goal, she explains, is
for the students to achieve
a greater level of success
and achievement in the
classroom.

It cost her $2,300 to take
part in the certification
program that she em-
barked on two years ago.
The money came out of her own
pocket, and the time was over and
above her classroom obligations at
Canutillo Elementary where she is a
fifth-grade teacher. She estimates she
spent between 200 and 400 of extra
hours to meet the program’s require-
ments.

Meeting those requirements, she
says, involved the preparation — lots
of writing — of an academic portfo-
lio showing the analysis and presen-
tation of innovative teaching meth-
ods. The process also included the
videotaping of classroom sessions.

“They want to see students working
and talking in groups,” she says. In
one session about taxation of Ameri-
cans in the Revolutionary War, she
had students use M&M candies as
money.

There were also deadlines to meet
and six computerized assessments
she had to take.

Why embark on such an endeavor
that made such demands of a person?

Kreps, a teacher for 19 years, puts
it simply in basic terms.

“It’s all about the quality of teach-
ing — of how to do a better job of
teaching,” she explains. “It really
forces you to think why you are pre-
senting material in such a way, to get
the most out of a lesson. It’s (also)
about the desire to impart knowledge
to others. It’s about education; people
can’t take that away from you.”

On a more personal note, she adds
that she went through the certifica-
tion process “to give myself a boost
— to validate what I was doing in
the classroom and recharge my edu-
cational batteries.

“I did it for the challenge, to see if
I could do it. Once I was in it, I was
in it. I was determined to complete
it.”

Kreps believes it was all worth it,
saying that it has made her a better
teacher, making her “more aware” of
what she was doing in the classroom
and how she could better present
material to her students.

Rare opportunity to prepare for WMD incident being offered free of charge

HORIZON CITY — The Horizon
City Police Department, in conjunc-
tion with the Rio Grande Council of
Governments, will host a special pre-
sentation of the training course
“Weapons of Mass Destruction
(WMD): AWR-160 Awareness Level
WMD Training.”

The course goal provides trainees
with a base-line awareness level
knowledge of weapons of mass de-
struction (WMD), according to
HCPD Chief Anthony Aguilar. He
said the course includes six hours
credit Texas Commission on Law En-
forcement Officers Standards and
Education (TCLEOSE) and the
Texas Fire Commission and the
Texas EMT Organization.

The course is a product of the Of-
fice for Domestic Preparedness de-
veloped by The Center for Domestic
Preparedness (CDP) and delivered
nation-wide by members of the Na-
tional Domestic Preparedness Con-
sortium (NDPC). Course Objectives
include defining terrorism, describ-
ing chemical agents and effects, de-
scribing biological agents and symp-

toms, describing the symptoms of
radiation exposure, and describing
the characteristics and effects of ex-
plosive devices.

The course is mandatory training
for HCPD officers and personnel and
is being offered free of charge to vol-
unteers and the general public.

The six-hour training day will be
Saturday, April 9, at the OZ Glaze
Senior Center, 13969 Veny Webb in
Horizon City, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Citizens, CERT volunteers, other
law enforcement agencies and com-
munity service groups are invited to
attend this training by special invita-
tion, Chief Aguilar said.

The training is free, however, any-
one wanting to attend should pre-reg-
ister for the class. A minimum of 25
people must register in order to hold
the class.

Anyone wishing to attend this
training must contact the HCPD no
later than March 21 by e-mail to
aaguilar@horizoncity.org; fax to
852-0318; or call 852-1047.

A second, follow-up class, with
more advanced training will be held

April 14,8 a.m.to 5 p.m., at the Caro-
lina WIC Training Center, 500-D
Carolina in El Paso which pertains
to Critical Incident Stress Manage-
ment Involving Weapons of Mass
Destruction Events Training, Chief
Aguilar said.

This training will be presented by
the National Terrorism Preparedness
Institute and is being hosted by El
Paso City County Health and Envi-
ronmental Health District. It is geared
for first responders, and public health
preparedness workers.

The goal of these training ses-
sions is to provide an organized
approach to the management of
event-induced stress for first re-
sponders involved in WMD inci-
dents. To attend the second class,
register no later than April 12 by
contacting Yuri Orozco at 751-
8600 or send e-mail to
yuridia.orozco@elpasotexas.gov.
Again, there is no cost for this
training and CEU’s will be offered.

Those wanting further information
are encouraged to contact Chief
Aguilar as soon as possible.

SHoP SOCORRO

116 Horizon Blvd.

CHECK CASHING & TAX SERVICE
Check Cashing « Pay Utility Bills * Income Tax Filing * Loans

Socorro, TX (corner of Horizon & Alameda) 859-7774

To ADVERTISE
CaLL 852-3235

» Master Licensed Plumber
#M18624

* Bonded and Insured

- Senior Citizens Discount

Horizon Plumbing
852-1079

+ Sewer and Drain Cleaning

+ Faucet and Sprinkler Repair
* Appliance Installation

« Evaporative Cooler Service

R

KEeEp
JIm

PENDELL
&

Clint Indpndent School District

Serving the Clint, East Montana and Horizon Communities

¢ Clint School Board Secretary: 1993 - 1998
¢ Clint School Board President: 1998 - Present
* Owner/Operator Fabens S & S Fabens Grande Food Store
* My children attend Clint schools
Election Day: May 7, 2005
Early Voting: April 20 - May 3, 2005 (8:00 am - 4:30 pm)
Pol. adv. paid for by Jim Pendell, 14501 North Loop Rd., Clint, TX 79836

School
Board
Trustee

SHoprp HorizoN CiTY

@ Allstate

You're in good hands.
14010 Horizon Blvd., Ste. D

Horizon City K:LyErir(i]

Se habla
espanol

+ Auto

+ Home

- Life

« Business

o e
-~ e

o

14

Oscar Arrieta
Allstate Agent

sieves West Texas BBQ ¥

Offer Good Feb. 9 thru March 30.

KIDS EAT FREE"

* Wednesday Special x Family Night x
*Kids 10 & under, Dine-in Only, Child’s Plate Only-Limit 3.

14476 Horizon Blvd.
in Horizon City

852-9988

Briefs
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response emergency was under-
lined last week when the Border
Patrol National Canine Facility at
Biggs Army Airfield graduated 38
Canine Teams for use by the Bor-
der Patrol, the New Mexico Dept.
of Public Safety and the El Paso
County Sheriff’s Dept. The teams
were trained in either concealed
human and narcotics detection or
search and rescue.

B The El Paso Public Library is

seeking public input to help chart
its course for the future. To help,
fill out a survey questionnaire and
return it to any public library by
March 22. The survey is available
at all public library facilities or by
downloading one from the library
Web site, in English and Spanish.
The information received will re-
main confidential and will be used
to adapt library services to better
serve the community. For more
information call 543-5468 or visit
www.elpasolibrary.org.

B The current El Paso Playhouse
production is the Agatha Christie
play Ten Little Indians based on her

mystery novel And Then There
Were None. Directed by the re-
nowned Kate Keyser, it will play
March 18 through April 9. Per-
formances are Fridays and Satur-
days at 8 p.m., Sunday perfor-
mances are March 27 and April 3
at 2 p.m., and the Thursday per-
formance is April 7 at 6:30 p.m.
Adult tickets are $10. Senior tick-
ets are $8. Students and active
military tickets are $7. The cast
includes: Fred Keyser as Sir
Lawrence Wargrave, Vanessa
Keyser Casas as Vera Claythorne,
Carlos de la Garza Garcia as Wil-
liam Blore, and Ron Szatkowski
as Dr. Armstrong.

14010 Horizon Blvd., Ste. E
Horizon City (next to Allstate Office)

I
RAPIDZCASH

Check Cashing ¢ Pay Utility Bills * Income Tax Filing

852-2889

I
Horizon Star Bakery

DONUT
SPECIAL!

Breakfast & Lunch Burritos - Mon. thru Sat.
Menudo & Tamales - Sat. & Sun.
14000 Horizon Blvd. in Horizon ¢ 852-2060
Open 6 am - 9 pm Daily (6:30 am on Sun.)

$3£ DOZEN
All Day, Everyday

HORIZON DISCOUNT

NURSERY

15296 N. Horizon Blvd.
3.5 miles past Darrington - on the right.

852-9444

» Shade Trees
* Landscape

* Boulders

SOD

Now
Available

Rock
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UTEP heads for the NCAA ‘Dance’ in Tucson

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

It’s hard to believe that it’s already been a
year since the Miners scared the pants off
Maryland, losing 86-83 in the first round of
the NCAA Tournament.

This year the Miners find themselves back
in the field of 64 but under very different cir-
cumstances.

Because of their WAC Tournament champi-
onship, the Miners weren’t obsessing on
whether they’d play in the tourney, but they
were anxious to find out who and where they
would play.

And when the selection show announced the
very last team of the 64-team field, the sus-
pense was over.

How cool is it that UTEP will take on former
rival Utah in Tucson? Were the selection com-
mittee gods looking out for us or what?

In playing Utah, the Miners are not only
playing a team they know they can beat, but
they’re playing close to home so El Pasoans
can get to the McKale Center and provide the
team with an ample cheering section.

And though you have to love UTEP’s
chances in this one, the Miners still have one
very big obstacle to overcome — a 7-foot tall,
245-pound obstacle.

Andrew Bogut is considered by almost ev-
eryone in college basketball as the best player
in the nation. Bogut, just a sophomore, is aver-

aging over 20 points and 12 rebounds a game.

Want to know exactly how good he is? He
has scored in double figures in all 32 games he
has played in this season. He has 23 double-
doubles and is shooting almost 64-percent from
the field.

It’s enough to make an opposing coach cry.

But Doc Sadler isn’t crying. In fact, he’s
rather underwhelmed with the whole thing.

During last Sunday’s selection show ceremo-
nies at the Don Haskins Center, Doc told me
this was just another game. “I’ve coached in a
state high school tournament and now I'll coach
in the NCAA Tournament, there’s no differ-
ence, they’re all very special.”

Wow, I get the feeling that Doc was either
pulling my leg, or at least was trying to con-
vince himself of his own words.

If the Miners can get by Utah it’s likely they
would play Oklahoma. The Sooners are 24-7
and are not the team they’ve been over the last
few years.

The Miners come into the game playing their
best basketball of the season. Fili Rivera and
Omar Thomas have been unbelievable all sea-
son long and Jason Williams has been as steady
as a rock.

Butit’s the re-emergence of two players that
makes the Miners especially dangerous in the
tournament.

Gio St. Amant and John Tofi are beginning
to resemble the players they were as freshmen.
St. Amant has found his shooting touch and
Tofi is back to being a force around the basket.

This matchup is definitely going to be a war
of wills. Utah wants to slow the pace down
and control the tempo, keep the game in the 60s.
UTERP starts running as they leave the team bus.
The up-tempo Miners want a game in the 80s.

The key is going to be whether the Miners’
Rivera can push the ball up the court all game
long. One bad thing about having a 7-foot tall,
245-pound center is that it takes him much
longer to get up and down the court.

Bogut is big, tough, talented and most of all
— slow. If the Miners can exploit that, they’ll
be celebrating in Tucson.

Whatever happens this weekend, it has been
another fantastic season for the UTEP basket-
ball program.

I’ve got one question that keeps coming up in
my mind though, I wonder where Billy Gillispie
is going to watch the tournament on TV from?

If he thinks he was a hot commodity after last
season, imagine how many top programs would
be after him now — had he decided to stay.

One more thing to keep in mind, it’s a long
shot but there is still a possibility of this hap-
pening: If the Miners were fortunate enough
to beat both Utah and Oklahoma and reach the
Sweet 16, chances are they would meet the #2
seed in their bracket, the Kentucky Wildcats.

Wouldn’t it be wild for UTEP and Kentucky
to meet in the NCAA Tournament on the eve
of the release of the movie Glory Road, which
depicts the events surrounding their matchup
in the 1966 title game?

Stranger things have happened.

Handicapped

From Page 2

encountered is the inability to carry anything
from one place to another, what with both
hands busy maneuvering the crutches, so I fig-
ured I’d solve that by attaching a small, light-
weight bag to one crutch. This worked pretty
good until the first day I was left alone in the
house and discovered no one had fed the dog.
No way was that little bag going to hold the
food bowl. Faced with either letting the boxer
go hungry or figuring something out, I finally
managed, after numerous trips back and forth,
to get the food into the bowl and mixed. But
how to transport it from the kitchen, across
the back porch, to the backyard?

The plastic laundry basket finally solved
the problem. I sat the food bowl in it and
pushed it ahead of me with my crutch.

Afterward I sat down and thought about
all the ways that people must have figured
out to get around seemingly insoluble prob-
lems created by their handicaps. I bet the
volumes their stories would fill — inspir-
ing, ingenious and heart-breaking — would
prove that the ADA doesn’t even begin to
understand that handicapped accessibility
isn’t something you create by law. It’s some-
thing that springs from within the heart and
mind of human beings. I am awed by the
multiple millions who have not only pre-
vailed but prospered in the face of incred-
ible challenges.

Now, about running that vacuum
cleaner...

LEGAL

VILLAGE OF
VINTON
VINTON,

TEXAS

Request for
Proposals

The Village of
Vinton, Texas is re-
questing proposals
for Depository Ser-
vices. Proposals
must be submitted
by 4 p.m. March 29,
2005, to 436 E.
Vinton Rd., Vinton,
Texas 79821.

Bids will be opened
at 6 p.m. on April 5,
2005, prior to the
regular Council
meeting.
WTCC-3/17/05

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Invitation to
Bid/Respond:

Sealed bids/pro-
posals/CSP to fur-
nish the District with
the following prod-
ucts and/or ser-
vices will be ac-
cepted at the fol-
lowing times:

TUESDAY,
MARCH 29,
2005

ENGLISH

LANGUAGE nish the District with
CORE the following prod-
READING ucts and/or ser- PUBLIC
PROGRAM vices will be ac- NOTICE
CSP NO. cepted at the fol-
199-0329-0600 lowing times: As per Article V,
ACCEPTED Sec. 5.05(a), all
UNTIL 10 A.M. THURSDAY, owners and
MARCH 24, lienholders have
READING 2005 ten (10) days from
INTERVENTION this date to reclaim
PROGRAM READING their vehicles at
(GRADES 4-12) FIRST Southwest
CSP NO. PROGRAM Wrecker, 1401
199-0329-0601 MATERIALS Darrington Rd.,
ACCEPTED CSP NO. 855-1900, 851-
UNTIL 199-0324-0597 2091-fax, or it will
10:30 A.M. ACCEPTED be sold at public
UNTIL 10 A.M. auction for charges:
Proposals will be VIN -
received at Busi- SCREENING IB7HCI6X2TS630924,
ness Services AND COATING 1996 Dodge Ram
Dept., 12300 OF WOODEN pickup, white, 2005
Eastlake Drive, El FLOORS Texas dealer’s tem-
Paso, Texas 79928 CSP NO. porary permit
until the specified 199-0324-0568 #3270l
times. Detailed ACCEPTED VIN -
specifications are UNTIL IFAPP6048KHI21630,
available from the 2:30 P.M. 1989 Ford
above office be- Thunderbird, 2-
tween 8 a.m. and 4 ELECTRICAL door, grey, Chihua-
p.m. Mondays PARTS AND hua license 675-
through Fridays SUPPLIES SKU-3
and on the Socorro CSP NO. WTCC-03/17/05
Independent 199-0324-0570
School District’s ACCEPTED
website: UNTIL 3 P.M. Texas Boll
www.sisd.net. Weevil
WTCC-03/17/05 GARBAGE Eradication
DISPOSAL Foundation
SERVICES
SOCORRO CSP NO. Texas Boll Weevil
INDEPENDENT 199-0324-0595 Eradication Foun-
SCHOOL ACCEPTED dation, Inc. is solic-
DISTRICT UNTIL iting bids for the
3:30 P.M. manual application

Invitation to
Bid/Respond:

Sealed bids/pro-
posals/CSP to fur-

Proposals will be
received at Busi-
ness Services
Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El
Paso, Texas 79928
until the specified
times. Detailed
specifications are
available from the
above office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. Mondays
through Fridays
and on the Socorro
Independent
School District’s
website:
www.sisd.net.
WTCC-03/17/05

of pink bollworm
pheromone ropes.
Ropes will be tied to
cotton plants at an
approximate rate of
200 ropes per acre
at certain stages of
growth. A minimum
of 20-30 people
over a two to four-
week period will be
needed for this ac-
tivity. Applications
of ropes in the El
Paso and Trans
Pecos areas will
begin in late May or
early June. Bidders
must furnish the
Foundation, Work-
ers Compensation

Classified Ads

coverage prior to
contract approval.
Bids will be ac-
cepted through
March 31, 2005.
For more informa-
tion and detailed in-
structions, please
contact the local
Foundation office at
(877) 765-2139, or
the Foundation
Headquarters office
at (800) 687-1212
Ext. 3124.

WTCC: 03/17/05

NOTICE TO
CUSTOMER

Texas Gas Service
Company, a divi-
sion of ONEOK,
Inc. (“Company”),
hereby gives notice
of its intent to imple-
ment a new sched-
ule of rates for ap-
proximately
184,186 residential,
11,746 commercial,
70 industrial, 792
public authority, 21
municipal water
pumping and 49
standard transpor-
tation customers
within the incorpo-
rated areas of El
Paso, Anthony,
Clint, Horizon City,
Socorro and Vinton,
Texas, in accor-
dance with the
Company’s State-
ment of Intent filed
with the Cities of El
Paso, Anthony,
Clint, Horizon City,
Socorro and Vinton,
Texas, on February
18, 2005. The pro-
posed effective
date is for meters
read on and after
May 31, 2005.

Itis anticipated that
the effect of the
change in rates will
be to increase the
revenues of the
Company within the
El Paso Service
Area by approxi-
mately $1,207,239

or 0.95 percent.
The proposed
change does not
constitute a “major”
change as thatterm
is defined by Sec-
tion 104.101 of the
Texas  Utilities
Code.

The proposed tar-
iffs include in-
creases in gas
sales and transpor-
tation rates for all
residential, com-
mercial, industrial,
public authority,
and municipal wa-
ter pumping cus-
tomers in the incor-
porated areas of
the El Paso Service
Area. The effect of
the change in rates,
when allowed, will
be to increase the
revenues of the
Company by ap-
proximately 0.95
percent. Based on
the proposed rate
design, the average
monthly residential
bill of 45 Ccf will in-
crease by approxi-
mately $0.40, or 1.2
percent, the aver-
age monthly com-
mercial bill of 279
Ccf will increase
approximately
$1.46, or 0.8 per-
cent, the average
monthly public au-
thority bill of 975
Ccf will increase
approximately
$4.56 or 0.7 per-
cent, the average
monthly industrial
bill of 2,926 Ccf will
increase approxi-
mately $12.41, or
0.6 percent, the av-
erage monthly mu-
nicipal water pump-
ing bill of 11,698 Ccf
will increase ap-
proximately $28.48
or 0.4 percent, and
the average stan-
dard transportation
bill of 31,397 Ccf
will increase ap-
proximately $80.03
or 3.1%.

A complete copy of
the Statement of
Intent is available
forinspection in the
municipalities’ of-
fices and in the
Company’s busi-
ness office located
at 4600 Pollard St.,
El Paso, Texas
79930.

TEXAS GAS
SERVICE
COMPANY

WTCC: 03/17/05

HELP
WANTED

Ryan Supply, Inc/
Ace Hardware is
accepting applica-
tions for the follow-
ing positions: Pur-
chasing assistant,

cashiers and load-
ers. Applicants
must be at least 18
years of age, speak
fluent English and
Spanish, have
good math skills
and enjoy a fast-
paced work envi-
ronment. Applica-
tions at 117 North
Fabens Street,
Fabens, Texas
(915) 764-2239.
3/10-17

The El Paso County
Fabens Library is
seeking a tech
trainer ($8 per hour)
for computer
classes on Friday
evenings and Sat-
urday mornings
and a Citizenship
teacher for Satur-
day afternoons.
People Skills, an

DRIVERS:
CLASS A CDL

Ashley Distribution

Is Looking For Drivers To
Deliver Multi-Stop Furniture
Loads In A Regional Area.
Loads Will Originate In
Colton, CA.

Our Drivers Enjoy:
v Weekly Home Time
v Full Benefit Package

v Safety Bonus
v Weekly Pay

¢ Paid Hub Miles AND

Load And Drop Pay

v Avg. 1st Yr. Income Can

Exceed $50,000
Must Have A Valid Class A

CDL, Min. 1 Yr. OTR Exp.,
And Be 23 Years Old.

Call Us Today And Discover

The Great Opportunities &
Benefits Available.

800-837-2241

area nonprofit
agency and El Paso
Area  Libraries

(EPAL) member
and Beto Pallares,
are working with the
county library to
provide tech train-
ing classes. Con-
tact Manuela
Gandara at the El
Paso County Li-
brary in Fabens at
764-3635 for more
information.

3/10

REAL
ESTATE

LOTES
Se vende lotes
con todo los
servicios sin
enganche en la
tranquila ciudad
de Tornillo
Para Informacion
Habla 764-6557
4/28

VALLEY FARM
LAND
FREEWAY
LAND

LOTES
in Socorro

* [-10 Frontage
1 acre and 7-plus
acres
* Fabens Farm
Land
* 6.5 Acres on
Horizon Blvd.

* 16 acres on
Harnose
* Valley Home For
Sale
11423 Alameda

APODACA
LAND CO.
859-5472

SELF-HELP

Persons who have
a problem with al-
cohol are offered a
free source of help
locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous - call

562-4081

Tiene problemas
con el alcohol? Hay
una solucion.
Informacion: 838-
6264.

SERVICES

AV ADDITIONS
& REMODELING
* Custom-made
Kitchen
« Bathroom
Remodeling
« Carport Patios &
Porches
» Decks & Ramps
for Mobile Homes
» Two-Story
Additions
FREE
ESTIMATES
433-4102
Ask for Al

3/10-3/31

“Windshield Ding
Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY GLASS
REPAIR
Windshield Repair
Specialists
By appt. at your
home or office:
R.V. Dick
Harshberger
915-852-9082

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR
Domestic and
Foreign
852-3523
1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079
*Electric rooter
service for sewers
and drains
*Appliance
installation
*Many other
plumbing services
Licensed, bonded
and insured for
your protection.
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Bugs brought up

OUT ON A LIMB ar opervas
e to date, unfortunately

GRANDE, HALF 1HAT'l«l« BE THREE .
BLANCA, AND THOUSAND DOLLARS. ' IF STARBUCKS By Don Flood tough and menacing.
WAS A TIRE

What’s up, Doc? The old Bugs had no need for

70

0006

STeRE.
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AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

(PAUL, T'M BEGINNING
TO THINK THERE IS

NO SUCH THING AS THE
EASTER BUNNY.

FAIRY,

YEAH, OR THE TOOTH-

EXPECT US TO BELIEVE
THAT BABY STUFF.

THEY REALLY

Amberwavescomics@aol.com

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

N\

V™ I WOULDN'T LISTEN TO
MY PARENTS AT ALL IF
L SANTA WASN'T LISTENING,

N

" YEAH, WELL WHAT
CAN YOU DO?

More specifically, what is up
with the new Bugs Bunny?

OK, it’s not exactly Bugs
Bunny. The WB network has up-
dated the original characters —
Bugs, Daffy Duck and Wile E.
Coyote and the rest — by
“reimagining” them as their de-
scendants in the year 2772.

Well, if this is what you call a
“reimagining,” then I suspect we’ll
soon see Mary Poppins brought
back as a prostitute and Charlie
Brown as the leader of a street
gang.

Or perhaps the Family Circus
crew will take up residence in a
crack house.

It’s that bad.

The new Bugs, known as
“Buzz,” is darker, but the color’s
not the big deal.

The real change in this extreme
makeover is the personality trans-

this sort of nonsense. He didn’t
have to act tough. He was tough
— the master of any situation,
ready with a wisecrack, even with
Elmer Fudd’s double-barreled
shotgun pointed at his head. James
Bond should be so cool.

American men may have liked
imagining themselves as icons like
the cynical Humphrey Bogart or
the tough John Wayne, but I sus-
pect quite a few would have been
happy to be Bugs Bunny — though
perhaps with shorter ears.

He was, in fact, the quintessen-
tial American — at least the way
Americans like to view themselves
— or used to. He was friendly,
quick, smart, resourceful and a
wiseguy — and none-too-respect-
ful of those in authority.

His “What’s up, Doc?” was as-
sertive but also friendly. He wasn’t
looking for trouble, but he was
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SELF-POSSESSED
ACROSS
1 Myron Floren’s
boss
5 Malcolm- _
Warner
10 Priam’s kingdom
14 Daddy duck
19 Adams or
Sedgwick
20 Napoleon’s fate
21 Something to
skip?
22 De Valera of
Ireland
23 Start of a remark
by Dan Post
26 Rectify
27 Sprinted
28 Part of a suit
29 Pastoral poem
30 Sherbet flavor
31 Norm
32Rib _
34 One of “Them!”
35 Dirty
37 Part 2 of remark
45 Colleague of Dolly
and Loretta
46 Mature
47 Peachy-keen
48 Plumb crazy
49 “Maria _" (‘41
song)
51 College growth
52 Before, to Byron
53 Mendicant monk
54 Utter

~THE CHANNELS

56 See 90 Across

59 Dispute
61 Pigment
62 Hibachi residue
63 Oaf
65 “Love _
(75 film)
66 Part 3 of remark
69 ‘I Got a Name”
singer
73 Add info
74 Mil. group
76 Genesis vessel
79 “Little _” ('64 hit)
81 “Be my guest!”
82 God with a trident
84 Storms
85 _ Dinh Diem
87 Paw part
88 Jergens or Astaire
89 Field of knowledge
90 With 56 Across,
common appetizer
92 Chimney part
93 Duel tool
94 Part 4 of remark
97 Domino or Waller
98 Herriot title start
99 “Excuse me”
100 Western st.
101 Mugabe of
Zimbabwe
105 Whetstone
107 Out of control
109 She’s a sheep
date
112 Venerate
113 End of remark

the Ruins”
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LUP! THATS A
BAD CASE OF
CABIN FEVE!

117 “The Kiss” sculptor
118 One of the
Waughs

119 “East of Eden”
director

120 Imminent

121 Upright

122 Michael of
“Cabaret”

123 Unkempt

124 “Vissi d’_" (“Tosca”
aria)

DOWN
1 Sport
2 O'Brien or Skinner
3 Mortgage, e.g.
4 Beer barrel
5 Baseball's Derek
6 Shaft
7 Freshen a fuchsia
8 Cover girl Carol
9 Kapaa keepsake
10 Auto transaction
11 Actress Schneider
12 Fall birthstone
13 Craving
14 Lack
15 *- Lama Ding
Dong” (61 tune)
16 Prayer finale
17 Hong _
18 “The NeverEnding
Story” author
24 - Office
25 Regret audibly
30 In the know
31 Nero’s instrument

=)
1

The new “Buzz” has a nasty ex-
pression that is pure snarl. A little
foam around the mouth and you
might think he’s rabid.

(“Hey, kids, it’s time for the Ra-
bid Rabbit Show!”)

David Janollari, president of
Kids’ WB, said, “We think the
legacy is intact. If anything it’s a
homage to the legacy instead of a
destruction of the legacy.”

A homage, huh? Yeah, sort of
like the homage we paid to those
Pacific islands we used for testing
the atom bomb.

And, weirdly, his eyes lack pu-
pils. They’re blank, almost as if
sunglass lenses had been surgically
implanted over his eyes. He’s all
surface — desperate to be seen as

CAN JEFFY, T DON'T NEED OKAY THEN, WHERE if i i
%R%%%PAYOUR? OBRECHA%\QEEAMC\?%‘;%ER DOYI ”I\lch %T Plz};‘}ié old Bugs flashed a big, rez}lflli]elifl:tvf%nll:;zh 1ssti\lj\l/as};t.ys the fa-
COMPUTER Y MY DISC friendly smile. mous line — you have to hear it,

of course — but it’s lower and
slower and with an odd pause,
“What’s up ... Doc?”

The tone and phrasing are obvi-
ously meant to convey a certain
threat, as is his aggressive stance.
It doesn’t work. He comes across
like a phony. Bugs would have
made mincemeat of this guy with-
out breaking a sweat.

And Daffy Duck — and this is
an accomplishment — may be
even weirder. He’s depicted with
some bizarre form of clenched-fist
power salute. Daffy Duck as a
street tough?

I’ve got just one question for
Kids’ WB: “What’s up, Doc?”

(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.

King Super Crossword

32 Duplicate

33 Savored the seitan

34 Fall flower

35 David of “Dark
Shadows”

36 Too tubby

37 Twist and turn

38 Bee flat?

39 Born

40 You'll get a kick
out of it

41 Texas landmark

42 Symbol

43 Buttercream, e.g.

44 |.aramie or Sumter

45 Devour
Dostoevsky

50 - carte

53 “Fee, Fi, Fo, _

55 Leading man?

56 Container

57 Arm bones

58 Annie of
“Designing Women”

60 Jets and Sharks

63 Opening

64 UK honor

67 Delayed

68 Worn down

69 Cugat consort

70 Mississippi or
Missouri

71 New York city

72 Bk. offerings

75 It's in the bag

76 Skilled

77 Romeo and Juliet

78 Banjo locale

79 Grouch

80 Register

82 Hogan or
Hindemith

83 Perfect

86 Word with baby or
snake

87 Horner’s fruit

90 Sensed

91 New Jersey town

92 Adversary

95 One who no’s
best?

96 “What a relief!”

97 Charlatan
100 Uncool
101 Hard to find
102 Miasma

103 Portend

104 Rohmer or
Carmen

105 Sign of sanctity
106 “Glad All _" (‘64
hit)

107 Carpenter’s tool
108 Knight's quaff
109 Kind of pitcher
110 “Huh?”

111 Bronte heroine
113 Horse hash

114 Endorses

115 Duncan’s denial
116 “Jurassic Park”
stuff
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Social Security Q&A &y rayvigi

Q: I'm expecting my first child this
summer, and wondered how I should
get a Social Security number for the
baby?

A: The easiest way to apply for a
Social Security number for a new-
born is to do so while you are still in
the hospital. Staff there should ask if
you want to do so when the child’s
birth certificate is being completed.
If you don’t apply then, you can ap-
ply after leaving the hospital by vis-
iting your local Social Security of-

fice. You will need to provide proof
of the child’s age, identity and citi-
zenship, such as the birth certificate
and hospital record.

Q: What identification do you need
to get a replacement Social Security
card?

A: To get a duplicate or replacement
card (one with the same name and
number), all you usually need is one
type of identification and a com-
pleted Form SS-5 (Application for a

Social Security Card). The identifi-
cation must be an original or a copy
certified by the custodian of record.

Q: I'mdisabled and get Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI). I did some
part-time work last year and reported
it to Social Security at that time. I've
just completed my tax returns and
will be getting a refund this year.
Does my tax refund count as income?

A: No, tax refunds do not count as
income for SSI purposes. That’s be-
cause Social Security counts your
gross wages each month that you
work, and the taxes withheld from

your wages were already counted as
income. However, if the money you
get from IRS isn’t spent in the month
you get it, it will be counted as a re-
source in the following month. If
your total resources are worth more
than $2,000 (or $3,000 for a couple)
you cannot get SSI. Report how
much you get and the date you re-
ceive it to Social Security.

Q: I recently began receiving Social
Security disability benefits. Is there
a time limit on how long I can re-
ceive benefits?

A: If you were found to be disabled

under Social Security’s definition of
disability, you would continue to get
disability benefits as long as you con-
tinued to be disabled. Social Secu-
rity periodically checks claims to de-
termine that a person is still disabled
under Social Security’s definition.

For more information visit your lo-
cal Security office, see www.ssa.gov
or call us at 1-800-772-1213. If you
have any questions that you would
like to have answered, please mail
them to the Social Security Office,
11111 Gateway West, Attn: Ray Vigil,
El Paso, Texas 79935.
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Sunda y Shown is Thursday’s a Alpine New Orleans 60/47/r 69/54/pc 72/54/pc 70/57/pc  72/52/pc
Mon day """" weather. 68/39 New York City 43/30/s 46/30/pc 45/32/pc 41/37/sn  49/36/s
Tues day """" Temperatures are Lajitas Philadelphia 46/30/s 48/32/pc 48/34/pc 42/34/sn  48/35/s
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Temperatures will rebound as they are considerably fueled by plenty of sunshine Thursday. Many locations will be 15-20 degrees Tucson 72/44/pc  70/42/pc 64742 68/46/r  70/47/pc
warmer than they were Wednesday. Winds will become quite strong in the afternoon, gusting to 25 mph with relative humidities drop- ~ Washington, DG 48/34/s 48/36/pc  48/36/pc  44/36/r 53/37/s

ping to around 20 percent. The best chance for precipitation will be Saturday.

All forecasts and maps provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2005

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms,

r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

DON'T COMPROMISE,
GETA CUB CADET.

Introducing the
all-premium
Series 1000 tractors.

Cub Cadel N

MODEL LT 1018

HIGHLY
RATED

BY A LEADING INDEPENDENT
CONSUMER PUBLICATION

Hurry!

Special financing available!
To find a Cub Cadet retailer near you,
visit www.cubcadet.com,
or call 1-877-CUB-TOUGH.

New for 2004. Cub Cadet Series
1000 lawn tractors provide a
precision cut at an exceptional
value. These long-lasting, reliable
tractors are constructed with pre-
mium features, including: easy-to-
operate hydrostatic transmissions,
automotive-style lug nuts and
larger mowing decks. Visit your
local family-owned dealer today
for a test-drive.

*Product price—Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup

and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited
availability. C11137-01-55080-2




