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NEWSBRIEFS

Mock crisis at AHS

A Mock Crisis Exercise will close down
the area surrounding Anthony High School
on May 3 from 8 a.m. to noon. The com-
munity is alerted that emergency vehicles
and SWAT units will be seen and heard in
and around the campus during this time,
and law enforcement officers will not al-
low anyone to enter or leave the campus
during the exercise. Staff will be involved
in the exercise, so phones will not be an-
swered. The exercise is organized by the
Governor’s Division of the Emergency
Management. Law enforcement entities
participating include the Anthony Police
Dept., the El Paso County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, La Tuna Federal Correctional Insti-
tution, the FBI and the El Paso Fire Dept.
Information, except during the exercise,
is available at the AHS Administration:
886-6550.

Unique awards

On May 3, Americas High School will rec-
ognize over 270 student leaders and 60
sponsors/coaches beginning with dinner at
6:30 p.m. and awards presentations at 7:15
p.m. The purpose of the evening is to
gather all the club, organization and sports
leaders, officers, captains, co-captains,
teacher sponsors and coaches and thank
them for their hard work, dedication and
commitment to the betterment of Ameri-
cas High School . All presidents and cap-
tain will receive a large “Leader of Ameri-
cas” medals. All other officers and co-cap-
tains will receive a smaller medal. All
sponsors and coaches will receive a white
long sash which the teachers will wear
during the graduation commencement cer-
emony. Nicholas Moncada, Student Coun-
cil President, came up with the basic idea,
and with the assistance Mary Ross, Prin-
cipal at Americas High, and the Student
Council members they raised over $5000
for this event.

In other news

B The Socorro City Council has filled the
post of director of Human Resources
which has been vacant since the end of
2004. During the regularly scheduled City
Council meeting last week, Council ap-
proved the hiring of Rene Mendez as the
new director. Prior to his approval, there
was some discussion as to the make up of
the interview panel. City Rep. Mary Perez
felt some people appointed to the panel
should not have been on it. She said that
one of the panelists knew one of the ap-
plicants. She also said that in the future,
the panel should be made up of people who
are not on Council. In other city business,
the Socorro City Council welcomed the
314th anniversary celebration by approv-
ing the suspension of vendor permit fees
for participants in the City of Socorro

See BRIEFS, Page 5

When a conference of diplomats announce
they have “agreed in principle,” it means
nothing has been done.

— Quips & Quotes

City of Socorro will celebrate
134th anniversary this weekend

SOCORRO — Horse drawn carriage, floats,
and classics cars are being decorated for the
City of Socorro’s 134th Anniversary parade on
April 30, starting at 10 a.m. at the Socorro
Mission and traveling through to Cougar Park
on Socorro Rd.

The event will honor the founding of the first
permanent Socorro Mission in 1691. The com-
munity actually began with celebration of Mass
on Oct. 13, 1680, by the Rev. Antonio Guerra,
historians said. The first permanent mission
was destroyed in 1744, rebuilt and destroyed
again in 1829. The present building was re-
built in 1843 and is being restored.

“We want to transform Socorro into a dy-
namic tourism city and give something back
to the community,” said Mayor Gandara. “The
majestic architecture of the Socorro Mission,

restaurants and other unique buildings, provide
a glimpse into an era rich with culture and his-
tory.”

The celebration will feature hundreds of lo-
cal school students, floats, horse carriages, clas-
sic cars and local civic organizations. Cougar
Park will come alive with free children’s
games, inflatables, rides, displays, arts and
crafts, community information booths, and
food booths. There will also be a concert at the
park with performances by popular local en-
tertainers. The public is encouraged to bring
lawn chairs, blankets and plenty of sun-screen
to enjoy the day-long entertainment. No glass
containers will be allowed at Cougar Park.

For more information call Trini Lopez 422-
9107 or the City of Socorro at 858-2915.

— Contributed by Lilia Ruiz

San Elizario ISD names new assistant superintendent

By Phillip Cortez
Special to the Courier

SAN ELIZARIO — The San Elizario ISD
board of trustees unanimously ap-

tic children at Alta Vista Elementary and
McArthur Middle School. She taught third
grade bilingual and was a reading teacher for
Pre-K-5th grades before becoming an assistant
principal at Carlos Rivera Elementary for a year
and a half.

proved Borrego Elementary princi-
pal Sylvia Hopp to become the
district’s new Assistant Superinten-
dent for Support Services.

Hopp, completing her 30th year in
education, worked 25 years in EPISD
and the last five in San Elizario, where
she served as principal at Alarcon El-
ementary before opening up Borrego
Elementary in 2001.

She began her teaching career in
Special Education working with
emotionally disturbed teenage boys and autis-

Sylvia Hopp

Hopp then became an instruc-
tional consultant for 45 Pre-K
through 6th grade campuses, served
as a Staff Development Specialist,
was the Director of Human Re-
sources, Elementary Personnel,
which meant the hiring of 3,000
teachers at 65 campuses. Hopp
served as Executive Director for
Region 4, making her responsible
for Pre-K through 12th grade cur-
riculum for 17 campuses feeding
into Franklin and Coronado High Schools.

HCPD officer selected
for regional VFW honor

HORIZON CITY — For the second year in
a row, a Horizon City Police Officer has been
honored by the members of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 10354. It is a re-
gional nomination from which Law Enforce-
ment, Fire Department personnel and EMS
workers can be nominated for an outstanding
achievement and overall performance.

This year Officer Adrian Flores, a five year
veteran with the Horizon City Police Depart-
ment, was nominated and awarded the Certifi-
cate of Commendation at a ceremony held at
the Horizon Fire Department on April 12. Of-
ficer Flores was nominated by Sgt. Ron
Swenson for the actions he and his trainee,
Officer Joe Castorena, took on Dec. 12, 2003
when they apprehended a man wanted for caus-
ing a head-on collision resulting in a death on
I-10 near the Eastlake overpass.

The driver, Juan Benito, was traveling the
wrong way on I-10 when he hit another car
occupied by three people, killing a 21-year-old
woman and seriously injuring the two others.
He was unharmed and suspected to be intoxi-
cated. He fled the scene on foot. He was later
reported to be in Socorro calling friends for a
ride. Officer Flores and his trainee, who were

on a scheduled warrant sweep in Socorro rec-
ognized him, from a description put out by the
Sheriff’s Department, as he was using a pay
phone in Moon City. When spotted, he ran but
was caught and taken into custody by Officer
Flores after a short foot pursuit.

“His quick and decisive action in this matter
made it possible to apprehend the suspect while
evidence was still fresh and therefore making
the prosecution of the suspect much more fea-
sible,” said Sgt. Swenson. “No arrest or pros-
ecution will return the deceased woman to her
family and friends, yet the arrest and actions
taken by Officer Flores on this night sent a
message to drunk drivers — they may run and
hide but they will eventually be held account-
able for their actions thanks to police officers
like Flores.”

Last year Officer Ruben Garcia was nomi-
nated and won for his heroic actions when he
saved a woman from a burning car after a head-
on car accident occurred on Horizon Blvd. “We
are very proud of all our officers; these two in
particular, have both gone above and beyond
the call of duty and shown that they are will-
ing to risk their lives for others,” said Sgt.
Swenson.

Community of Canutillo
comes together to consider
future of Gallegos Park

By Don Woodyard
Courier Staff Writer

UPPER VALLEY — Although the once
“sleeping giant” of Canutillo spoke in many
voices last Tuesday night, it was clearly a
united voice of support for Gallegos Park.

A group of 30-40 concerned citizens came
together in the offices of CASA Action for
Youth in Canutillo to take the first steps in
the process of saving the park. They repre-
sented a broad spectrum of people who want
to find ways to keep it in operation.

There were past and present members of
the board of trustees of the Canutillo ISD,
past and present may-
ors of Vinton, represen-
tatives of sports leagues
that use the park, a rep-
resentative of the
Greater El Paso Cham-
ber of Commerce as
well as County Com-
missioner Betty Flores.

Carmen Monrreal,
CASA coordinator and
executive director, was
facilitator for the meet-
ing. She set a positive tone and laid the
groundwork for the first of several meetings
dealing with resolving the park issue.

“Our objective is to initiate an action plan
for use of the park,” she said. “We are not
here to criticize (others); we are not here to
diminish (others). We are all here to put ideas
and possible solutions on the table; we are
not here to be political.”

It was more like a buffet table laden with
plentiful ideas presented during the 90-minute
meeting. It was the first step forward in iden-
tifying sources of revenue and formulating a
plan to maintain and operate the park.

Monrreal had an upbeat word Monday to
describe the first meeting: progress . “I think
we made progress. I felt we moved forward.”

She looks for more progress in the second
meeting on May 3 when the funding ideas
presented will be reviewed and narrowed
down to find the best course of action.

Funding possibilities explored:

e Grants: CISD board member Raphael
Reyes said he would seek to enlist the grant-
writing resources of the school district to find
additional revenue. Vinton Mayor Juvencia
Rios-Ontiveros said she would look into the
possibility of similarly tapping into grant-
writing through her municipal office.

e Partnerships: Sam Monrreal, a member
of the board of directors of CASA, emphasized
the importance of forming partnerships with
businesses, political entities, sports leagues
and other agencies that would contribute
money to support the park. He is Carmen’s
husband and is a former mayor of Vinton.

* Matching funds: Commissioner Flores
said “yes” to the question of possibly receiv-
ing matching funds from El Paso County.
She also assured people that she would see
to it that the pool area would be opened to
determine its condition.

“The county needs to change,” Carmen
Monrreal stressed. “We have to demand
change. The county cannot stay the same.”

Carmen Monrreal
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I heard a
fellow talking
the other day
about modern
technology
and how it has affected our everyday
lives.

He said that fast-food operations
are finding new ways they can shave
a couple seconds off the amount of
time it takes to prepare an order by
using the miracle of electronics. He
said at one chain restaurant, when
you place an order through the talk

One perspective

By Francis Shrum

Commurucation gap

box, you aren’t talking to someone
inside the restaurant. Instead, your or-
der is being taken by someone on a
phone line in another state, who en-
ters it into their computer and trans-
mits it all the way back to where you
are electronically.

Now that’s fine. Except for one
thing. I hope the folks in that other
state taking your order are trained to
communicate better than the ones
inside flipping your burger.

The fast-food workers who rou-
tinely take our orders every day can

communicate. They just talk so fast
their words all run together and they
can’t be understood. Having to repeat
themselves to people like me who sim-
ply can’t understand what they just
said can sure eat up those several sec-
onds they have “saved” in a big hurry.

Things would move a lot faster if
they would just slow down.

We used to say fast talking was
something people did when they
were in big time trouble and had to
verbalize a lot of good excuses to get
out of it — or at least minimize the
consequences. In other words, if you
can’t dazzle them with brilliance,
baffle them with bull.

When I get a call from a telemarketer
talking at the approximate speed of
light it doesn’t bother me one bit. I’ve
long ago given up on trying to treat

them with common courtesy so I just
hang up. No problem.

But when I'm hungry for a ham-
burger and fries, I want to make sure
that I’m not going to get a foot-long
chili dog with tater tots when I pro-
ceed to the window. Clear commu-
nication gets a whole lot more im-
portant when it involves something I
want instead of something I don’t, so
I have to try harder.

While the grown-ups have at-
tempted to solve the communication
problem by devising a menu where
you can simply say Number One or
Number Two, sometimes I don’t
want exactly what these menu num-
bers signify — which creates a su-
per-size problem.

One solution I have employed is
to use another young person as an

WHY AMEeRICANS PON'T GET ENOUGH sLeep

DEPRIVED OF SLEEP FOR YEARS, NED FLICKESWORTH WAS CONVINCED THERE
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Raymond Morales wants to be Horizon City’s next mayor

HORIZON CITY — Raymond
Morales first thought about running
for mayor of Horizon City after he
spoke to council about a police de-

Electronic Engineering at Triton Col-
lege before coming to Horizon City
to care for his mother. He taught at
El Paso Community College for two

partment issue.
“Two years ago, the
mayor and City Council

of a grant). Since a new po-
liceman was never hired, —
the council passed ap-

approved employing a | © ‘&\’\b:;,'& rizon City Community
third police officer (as part | 4 i E | Emergency Response

N
-
e

)

years before going full
time into his own busi-
ness. A member of the Ho-

Team, he has also been ac-
tive with the Boy Scouts
of America for many

proval again to employ a ) years as Scoutmaster and
third officer. The mayor Lodge Advisor for the
vetoed the approval,” Mo- Order of Arrow. Hobbies
rales explains. So he ad- include operating ham ra-
dressed council ontheissue. Ray Morales dio.

“Several people approached me
after the meeting encouraging me to
run for mayor. After talking to more
people about how the city govern-
ment is being run, it was apparent
that everyone wanted a change,”
Morales said. “That’s why I'm seek-
ing the office of mayor.”

Morales currently is a businessman
in Horizon, coming to El Paso County
from the Chicago, Illinois area. He
was manager of a division of Sears
for 25 years, was 10 years with the
Forest Park, Illinois Fire Dept., and
was a Training Chief for the Office
of Emergency Management for
Bellwood, Illinois. He also taught

Hola mi
gente —
your state

legislature is
once again visiting the idea of build-
ing toll roads across the state. Al-
though we fought hard to prevent its
passage, it looks like legislation to
authorize this might become a real-
ity. And that’s not good. Toll roads
will hit hard on the people least likely
to have the ability to absorb addi-
tional costs.

I’m speaking, of course, about
House Bill 2650.

HB 2650 would promote the
state’s use of tolls principally as a
strategy to generate revenue while
disregarding the potential conse-
quences of setting up toll roads
throughout the state. The bill
would give incentives to local gov-
ernments to build toll roads solely
in anticipation of receiving a por-
tion of future toll revenue. Trans-
portation policy should be based on
the viability and effectiveness of a
particular strategy not just its rev-

Morales said he feels that volun-
teers from the community should be
utilized to share the burden of city
government. Developing and fol-
lowing a long-term plan for the city,
especially street maintenance, are
high on his agenda. “A city with no
plan has no direction for the future,”
Morales said.

(The West Texas County Courier of-
fers any candidate for any publicly
elected office opportunity to publish
abriefarticle, free of charge, describ-
ing their qualifications and goals for
the office they are seeking. Call 852-
3235 for information.)

enue generating capacity.

By supporting new toll projects,
HB 2650 would promote an unstable
method of highway finance. The ul-
timate success of any tolling project
is directly linked to gasoline prices.
Developers have projected that the
long-term viability of the toll project
currently under construction on U.S.
Highway 183 in Central Texas is con-
tingent upon the price of gas remain-
ing under $3 per gallon for the next
four years. If gas prices continue to
soar at current rates, it is unlikely that
toll roads will generate enough rev-
enue to cover their costs.

HB 2650 would promote the fur-
ther proliferation of toll roads
around the state at the expense of
motorists who essentially pay a
double tax — once at the pump and
again at the tollbooth — yet have
experienced scant relief from traf-
fic congestion. Toll roads are likely
to worsen congestion problems in
Texas, in part because they can lead
to increased congestion on so-
called “free” roads.

interpreter. My kids can understand
the lightening speed garble coming
at them because they can deliver it
right back in the same dialect.

The good thing about your own
kids is they have learned to drop out
of warp speed when addressing the
parental unit because otherwise they
are going to be soundly ignored.

So when we pull up to the squawk
box and I tell one of my kids what I
want. They order for me, and them-
selves, and nod wisely as they listen
to the gibberish that comes back
which is supposed to make you feel
confident that everybody agreed on
the menu. Sometimes you even get
what you ordered, though I've be-
come a lot more flexible about eat-
ing a burger with catsup instead of
mustard rather than going back and
trying to straighten it out.

It is minimally better when you
place an order face-to-face. There
isn’t much eye contact but at least
you can lip-read.

Being the melting pot we are, some-
times native accents come into play.
This can be a problem when a young,
newly-trained Pakistani telephone rep-
resentative, who learned to speak En-
glish in Boston, Massachusetts is try-
ing to communicate over the phone
with a Southern New Mexico sheep-
ranch-raised dinosaur like me.

I guess we all could improve out
communication skills. I shouldn’t be
too hard on the young speed-talkers.
I’ve had more than a few occasions
when my own speech deficits were
pointed out.

Several years ago we hired a high
school girl to work as a receptionist
during the summer. After being out
of the office for the morning, I re-
turned to find a note that my sister
had dropped by.

I asked the girl which sister it was,
since I have two.

I don’t know, she replied. She
didn’t leave her name.

Then how do you know she was
my sister? I asked.

Well, she said, she must have been
your sister. She sounded just like you
when she talked — I couldn’t under-
stand a word she said.

Por Ia Gente By State Rep. Chente Quintanilla

Toll roads not a good way
to finance road construction

Despite assurances that free roads
always will exist as alternatives to toll
roads, it is becoming clear that the
state has little interest in exploring
alternatives, such as raising the mo-
tor fuel tax, promoting mass transit,
or dedicating other transportation-
related taxes and fees. Indeed, the line
between tolls as a source of financ-
ing and tolls as a source of revenue
becomes more blurred with each toll-
related proposal.

Although there are problems with
any of the alternatives — such as in-
creasing the motor fuel tax — I feel
that the higher cost for gasoline will
be spread more evenly among all
Texans. We know that we are in a
budget crunch, and we’re doing ev-
erything we can to reconcile the lack
of money with the peoples’ needs.
Therefore, the creation of toll-roads
is not the answer for solving infra-
structure costs.

As ever, I remain your friend and
public servant, Chente for la gente. I
welcome your comments at
chente.quintanilla@house .state.tx.us
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Write stuff

Dear Editor:

In response to the letter from
Corky P. Corcoran in the April 12 is-
sue, he mentions the Let’s Start Right
slogan that was the council’s motto
back in the good old days of 1988.
The ideals of the motto live on —
however, what was effective in that
era may not be as conducive in the
Horizon City of today. As much as
we’d like to remember the nostalgic
days of our community, there is no
going back. The Horizon of today
requires vision, as well as responsible
decision making to address today’s
issues.

The tripling of population growth
has increased the strain on the city’s
infrastructure. Mr. Corcoran, the
paradigm has shifted. The complexi-
ties of running city government re-
quire prudent fiscal management.
Present council members are very
dedicated volunteers, whose main
goals are to make conscientious de-
cisions that benefit the citizens of Ho-
rizon City. Mr. Corcoran, reading
between the lines, it makes me won-
der, what is your political agenda? As
our concerned citizen states, let your
voice be heard on May 7.

Ben Garza
Alderman, Horizon City Council

Dear Editor:
Please vote for Mago Arellano (for
Canutillo ISD Board of Trustees).
Mago has 13 years experience as

“There will
be no class to-
K| day if the ceil-
ing falls in.”

These words were written on a
classroom chalkboard at the Air and
Missile Defense school at Fort Bliss
in 2001 and I'm happy to say that
classroom is about to reach the end
of its long and useful life.

Along with Fort Bliss Command-
ing General Michael Vane and Larry
Rogers, the Chief of Engineering and
Construction at the Fort Worth Dis-
trict of the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers, [ celebrated the
groundbreaking of the new $16.5
million Air and Missile Defense
school at Fort Bliss last week.

This groundbreaking marked the
end of a long journey. Back in 2001,
I escorted Congressman Curt
Weldon, the chair of the House
Armed Services Committee Subcom-
mittee on Readiness, and others
through Fort Bliss as part of a cross-
country tour inspecting facilities at
our nation’s military bases.

The soldiers at Fort Bliss needed
— and deserved — better class-
rooms, and I had been working to

a school board member and owns and
operates his own business on the
main street of Canutillo.

He has an open-door policy when
it comes to school-related issues and
concerns and pledges to personally
address them when he is contacted
about it.

Mago appreciates and respects the
privilege of being on the school board
and wants the voters to feel like they
are old friends and welcomes the at-
titude of “let’s talk about it.”

He has a vested interest in our com-
munity, having grown up in
Canutillo, as did his children and now
his grandchildren.

Please press Key #3, to put Mago
to work for you and your loved ones.

Arturo Hernandez
Canutillo

Dear Editor:

As a former student at the EI Paso
Community College, Mission del
Paso Campus (MDP), I would like
to raise my voice and the ones from
my fellow students to thank the MDP
Student Government Association
(SGA) for having recently accom-
plished many projects they began in
the 2004 Spring Semester.

MDP SGA Rep. Norma A. Cepeda,
Senator Amir Lozada, Ruben Casas,
Carlos Otero and myself have
worked hard on these projects. First
SGA worked with the PASS (Pro-
gram for Academic Student Success)

improve the facilities at the post since
I first came to Congress in 1997.

When touring the Air and Missile
Defense school, we happened to stop
by the classroom that not only had
that phrase written on the chalkboard,
but had tiles hanging precariously
from the ceiling. The sad state of this
classroom underscored our need,
helped prove my point, and left quite
an impression on the other Members
of Congress. It was quite rewarding
that the 2005 Military Construction
bill included the funds necessary to
build this improved facility, so our
soldiers — some of the best air de-
fenders in the military — will soon
be able to train in the facilities they
need and deserve.

New technology
begins testing in El Paso

Speaking of improvements, a new
form of cargo inspection called
Pulsed Fast Neutron Analysis
(PFNA) began testing trucks at the
Ysleta bridge last week.

This complex technology is much
more accurate than x-rays because it
can detect — in a matter of minutes
— the chemical composition of articles

» Master Licensed Plumber
#M18624

* Bonded and Insured

- Senior Citizens Discount

Horizon Plumbing
852-1079

» Sewer and Drain Cleaning

+ Faucet and Sprinkler Repair
* Appliance Installation

« Evaporative Cooler Service

to establish beginner’s computer
classes.

Then, for nine months, MDP SGA
also attended city council meetings,
made presentations and collected sig-
natures asking for public transporta-
tion to this campus. Bus service to
MDP will start its routes on or about
August 21, 2005.

The current MDP SGA Adminis-
tration is also working on paving the
rear entrance to the campus off the
Eastlake exit. MDP SGA members
took this project to the State Capital,
to the El Paso MPO (Metropolitan
Planning Organization) to the EPCC
Directors and even convinced the
owner of the land to sell his property
to the college and to the county. Ac-
cording to Commissioner Miguel
Teran this project will be funded in
80 percent by the state and the other
20 percent by the county, Socorro and
EPCC. MDP students will not have
to go all the way around to Horizon
to exit the campus. The first phase is
expected to be completed by Decem-
ber of this year according to Texas
Department of Transportation.

No previous SGA has accom-
plished this much. Many students
from Mission Del Paso campus have
said they are thankful for the dedica-
tion and motivation of these students.

I'have been a student at this campus
for the past 4 years and I have not seen
representatives from any of the five
EPCC campuses work as hard.

Gabriel Arellano
Horizon

Reyes Re pO rtS By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes

New buildings, technology
celebrated across El Paso

deeply buried in a fully-loaded cargo
truck or container. With PENA , we will
have the peace of mind that trucks en-
tering the U.S. are carrying safe cargo.

I'have been working with the gov-
ernment to test PENA in Ysleta since
1998. As a former Border Patrol Sec-
tor Chief and as a border resident, I
know how important it is to speed the
flow of legitimate trade and travel
through our ports of entry and
worked to help secure the federal
funding necessary to make this
project a reality.

By testing PFNA in a real-world
setting, we are taking an important
step towards safeguarding the border
region — and the country — from
terrorism.

A sound energy policy

It seems everyone has been talk-
ing lately about the energy problems
our nation is facing. Every time we
head for the gas station or listen to
the evening
news we’'re
faced with one
very certain re-
ality: we have a
problem and we
need to get to
work on a solu-
tion.

Our nation’s
energy problem
has been with us
for quite some
time. This week
the House of Representatives passed
an important bill that will provide a
common-sense balance of increased
energy production and attention to
environmental matters. It is a clear
and comprehensive plan, but most
importantly it is achievable.

The Energy Policy Act of 2005
focuses on energy security, steward-
ship, and independence. It relies on
advancing initiatives that speed the
development and marketing of re-
newable and energy efficient tech-
nologies, infrastructure, and prod-
ucts. Specifics of the legislation in-
clude improving our nation’s elec-
tricity transmission capacity and re-
liability; promoting a cleaner envi-
ronment; promoting clean coal tech-
nologies; and providing incentives
for renewable energies.

I believe a huge answer to our en-

By U.S.Rep. Henry Bonilla

ergy crisis is lessening our depen-
dence on foreign oil. The bill will
also decrease America’s dangerous
dependence on foreign oil by in-
creasing do-
mestic explora-
tion and devel-
opment on non-
park federal
lands and by
authorizing ex-
pansion of the
Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve
to one billion
barrels. More
than 30-years
ago OPEC’s oil
embargo rattled our economy and
triggered mile-long lines at gas
pumps. Back then, America was 30
percent dependent on foreign oil.
Today, we are nearly 60-percent de-
pendent.

As we prepare for the summer
season with air conditioning and
more vacation driving, we need to
pay serious attention to our energy
policy and make some substantial
changes. The Energy Policy Act of
2005 is a step in the right direction.

Solving our energy problems will
be along journey, but the future will
be a lot brighter if we get started
now. We have the ability to dimin-
ish America’s dependence of for-
eign energy. It is time that we do the
right thing — for our children and
for the future of this great land of
ours.

KEeEp
Jim
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Clint Idpndent School District

Serving the Clint, East Montana and Horizon Communities

e Clint School Board Secretary: 1993 - 1998
¢ Clint School Board President: 1998 - Present
* Owner/Operator Fabens S & S Fabens Grande Food Store
* My children attend Clint schools
Election Day: May 7, 2005
Early Voting: April 20 - May 3, 2005 (8:00 am - 4:30 pm)
Pol. adv. paid for by Jim Pendell, 14501 North Loop Rd., Clint, TX 79836

School
Board
Trustee

AMERICA'S CHOICE FOR HOMESTYLE COOKING

Mother’s Day Special Buffet
Join Us on Sunday, May 8, 2005

Pork Chops * Roast Turkey ¢ Glazed Ham ¢ Pot Roast ® Meat Loaf * Fried Chicken
Gravy ¢ Cornbread Dressing ® Candied Yams * Corn * Green Beans ¢ Hot Bread
Cranberry Sauce ¢ Soup and Salad Bar * Special Desserts

Adults $9°° ¢ Children $4”

All Moms Will Receive A Special Treat.

Open 24 hours — Full family menus plus spectacular buffet and salad bar.
I-10 at Horizon Blvd., 790-4514. Not Valid with any other coupon or offer.

Stopping Centers
The Quality Difference
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Students accept challenge
to ‘Be All You Can Be®

By Emily Baker
Special to the Courier

TORNILLO — Tornillo Junior
High School 7th and 8th grade stu-
dents got a taste of life in the United
States Army when they were visited
in March by a team of Ft. Bliss per-
sonnel who came to the school and
shared many different aspects of the
military experience.

The presentation began indoors.
Eighth grader Brenda Pefia came
on stage and was outfitted as if

TAKING THE PLUNGE — Marisol
Flores prepare to rappel down the
side of Tornillo High School with

the assistance of SSG Martin.

[

Public Notice
Fabens Independent School District

A PUBLIC MEETING will be held at 5:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 4, 2005 at the Fabens ISD Administra-
tion Building, 821 NE G Avenue, Fabens, Texas. The
purpose of the public meeting is to allow any interested
representative of a non-profit private school or non-profit
home school operating in the Fabens Independent School
District to appear and receive information regarding Title
IV, Part A - Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communi-
ties. Representatives will need to provide their school’s tax-
exempt identification number to the District to confirm
eligibility. The Grant Application is available through the
“No Child Left Behind Act”.

Those that are unable to attend the public meeting may
submit their questions in writing to the Fabens Indepen-
dent School District or contact Pedro Gonzalez (915)764-
3711. Accommodations for handicapped persons will be
available; handicapped persons in need of special assis-
tance for attending the meeting are encouraged to con-
tact Pedro Gonzalez, twenty four (24) hours prior to this
meeting.

WTCC: 04-28-05

going on duty in Iraq. As she
donned each piece of clothing or
equipment, SSG Martin explained
its use and its importance in the life
of a soldier.

Next, the military personnel intro-
duced the students to MREs (Meals
Ready to Eat.) MREs are bag lunches
that contain freeze-dried or preserved
foods that can easily be prepared and
eaten. Students opened these meals
and sampled them — many students
really enjoyed this activity.

Guest speakers spoke about the
ASVAB, which is a test taken by
high school juniors who want to
join the armed forces to determine
where their most effective place-
ment would be.

The highlight of the presentation
was the rappelling demonstration.
Secured by a bungee cord, 8th grad-
ers Marisol Flores, Felix Luis and
Arnulfo Garcia rappelled off the front
of the Tornillo High School building.
The Ft. Bliss soldiers then demon-
strated the five basic rappels done in
the Army. The simple rappels were
demonstrated first followed by the
Commando and the Australian
rappels. These are done head-first
and involve the use of a weapon.

The students were intrigued by
the demonstration and proceeded
to talk about it for the rest of the
day. The students gained a renewed
respect for our servicemen. No
doubt some may consider a career
in the military after enjoying the
outstanding presentation.

San Eli duo: Waste not, want not

By Phillip Cortez
Special to the Courier

SAN ELIZARIO — When Ana
Moctezuma and Adriana Soto first
caught wind of a state-wide contest
that would allow them to create their
own superhero, the two San Elizario
High School seniors knew exactly
what they were going to do.

“We decided to modify a dress we
made out of recycled materials,”
Moctezuma said.

Add a cape, red accessories, some
boots and change that dress to a mini
skirt, and the result was Recycle
Woman, a tough, no nonsense chick
who is ready to save the planet by
educating Earthlings on the impor-
tance of recycling. The girls have
earned the right to present their new
planet-saving hero at the Texas As-
sociation of Student Councils State
Convention, which was held on
April 27 in Arlington, Texas.

Although it is Soto who dons the
Recycle Woman outfit — it’s com-
prised of plastic trash bags, alumi-
num tabs, and newspapers —
Moctezuma took the lead in present-
ing a write-up with facts that sup-
port the two girls’ purpose for cre-
ating the Recycle Woman character.

For example, according to their
research, Texans between the ages
of 16-24 are responsible for the most
frequent littering in the state. For
this reason, Moctezuma and Soto in-
dicated in their report that Recycle
Woman would be in full favor of
visiting high schools “around the

SAVING THE WORLD — Ana
Moctezuma, left, and Adriana
Soto are set to save the world
thanks to their creativity and care
for the environment.

world showing teenagers how their
carelessness affects their futures.”

Despite Recycle Woman'’s tireless
efforts to rid the planet of polluters
and pollutants, Moctezuma and Soto
say that fighting villains is best left
for male superheroes.

“This hero is female because
women are known as nurturing and
caring,” they write.

The girls have been involved with
the San Elizario student council
throughout high school, according
to student activities manager Cookie
Laffler. Moctezuma and Soto both
served as class president and vice
president, respectively, during their
sophomore and junior years. Both
have participated in Skills USA,
with Soto qualifying for the national
competition this spring.

Public Notice

Fabens Independent School District

Public Notice
Town of Clint

FAIR HOUSING, IT’S THE LAW

This year marks the Thirthy-seventh (37th) Anniversary
of the National Fair Housing Law. To promote Fair
Housing Practices, the Town of Clint, El Paso County,
encourages potential homeowners and renters to be aware

of their rights.

Title VIII of the Civil Rights Acts of 1968, as amended,
prohibits discrimination against any person on the basis
of race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap, familial status
or national origin in the sale or rental of units in the
housing market.

For more information on Fair Housing or to report
possible Fair Housing discrimination, call the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s

Toll-free Hotline at 1-800-669-9777.

The Town of Clint is an Equal Opportunity and
Affirmative Action employer.

WTCC: 04/28/05

A PUBLIC MEETING will be held at 5:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 11, 2005 at the Fabens ISD Adminis-
tration Building, 821 NE G Avenue, Fabens, Texas. The
purpose of the public meeting is to allow any interested
representative of a non-profit private school or non-profit
home school operating in the Fabens Independent School
District to appear and receive information regarding
Schedule Five of Federal Grant Applications for their
school. Representatives will need to provide their school’s
tax-exempt identification number to the District to con-

firm eligibility.

The Grant Applications are available through the “No
Child Left Behind Act” and include the following:

e Title I, Part A - Improving Basic Programs
* Title I, Part C - Education of Migratory Children

* Tidle II, Part A - Teacher and Principal Training and
Recruiting

e Title II, Part D - Enhancing Education Through
Technology

* Title III Part A - English Language Acquisition, Lan-
guage Enhancement and Academic Achievement

* Title V, Part A - Innovative Programs.

Those that are unable to attend the public meeting may
submit their questions in writing to the Fabens Indepen-
dent School District or contact Patricia Silva (915)764-
2025. Accommodations for handicapped persons will be
available; handicapped persons in need of special assis-
tance for attending the meeting are encouraged to con-
tact Patricia Silva, twenty four (24) hours prior to this
meeting.

WTCC: 04-28-05

Santa Fe opera at Chamizal
to present free concert

EL PASO COUNTY — The Santa
Fe Opera will present a free public
concert at Chamizal National Memo-
rial on Tuesday, May 3 at 7:30 p.m.,
as part of their 14-city Spring Tour.
Three singers — soprano Ariana
Wyatt, tenor Gregory Warren, and
baritone Sean Anderson — will per-
form arias and duets from The Mar-
riage of Figaro, The Elixir of Love,
Turandot, La Boheme, and Die
Fledermaus. Selections from Our
Town, Man of La Mancha, and Street
Scene complete the program.

Seating is limited and the public is
encouraged to come early since seat-
ing will be on a first come, first
served basis, Isabel Montes, super-
intendent said.

The performers, who are part of the
Santa Fe Opera’s Apprentice Program,
“are The Santa Fe Opera’s best musi-
cal ambassadors,” said General Direc-
tor Richard Gaddes. “They are young,
energetic, and enormously talented,
and they love traveling throughout the
southwest and making new friends for
opera. Because we know that not ev-
eryone can come to Santa Fe, we feel
that this annual tour is one of our most
important outreach projects.”

The group will also be working with
the Chamizal National Memorial to
present a five day, 10 performance,
opera workshop to regional school
children. The opera to be presented for
schoolchildren is Donizetti’s The Elixir
of Love. The charming comedy, in a
shortened and updated version, tells
the story of poor, shy Nemorino who
is hopelessly in love with beautiful,
clever, rich Adina, and how he even-
tually wins her love.
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From Page 1

Anniversary Parade. City Coun-
cil also authorized City Manager
Lilia Ruiz to sign an agreement
with A.M.I. to provide rides for
the Socorro Anniversary Cel-
ebration. The approximate cost
will be $10,500 per day.

B U.S. Customs and Border
Protection agents in Fabens
seized 186 pounds of marijuana
and caught four suspected mari-
juana backpackers April 21 as a
result of keen vigilance and use
of age-old tracking techniques.
During a nighttime pursuit of the
suspects near the border through
a maze of pecan orchards and
irrigation canals using night vi-
sion equipment in which they
attempted to hide their loads, the
agents finally confiscated the
drugs at about 4:30 a.m. They
were valued at about $150,000.
In another incident, on April 22,
agents arrested two males seen
crossing the border into the U.S.
in the Fabens area. When both
suspects were processed, it was
found that one was wanted in
Colorado for sexual assault on a
minor.

B On Saturday, April 30, all
candidates for mayor and alder-
man for Horizon City have been
invited to introduce themselves
at 8:30 a.m. at the Oz Glaze Se-
nior Center, 13070 Veny Webb
in Horizon City, as guests of the
Horizon City Kiwanis Club. Call
434-0033 if you have questions.

M The U.S. Section of the In-
ternational Boundary and Water
Commission and the U.S. Bu-
reau of Reclamation will host the
2005 Annual Operating Plan and
Rio Grande Citizens Forum on
May 4 at 5:30 p.m. at the Las
Cruces City Hall Council Cham-
bers at 200 North Church Street
in Las Cruces. For more infor-
mation contact Sally Spener at
915-832-4175.

B The Horizon City Lions Club
will deliver a dozen red roses to
the mother of your choice on
Mother’s Day for only $15, but
you must order by April 30 by
calling 852-4945.

B Canutillo Independent
School District Teen Pregnancy
Prevention Committee has
scheduled a series of presenta-
tions to inform parents about
how they can help their children
stay away from risk-taking be-
haviors such as drugs, alcohol
and premature sexual activity. A
Parents Educational Session will
be held at 6 p.m., Wednesday,
May 11, at Canutillo High
School (7311 Bosque Road).
The program will include ses-
sions that support parents as the
primary sex educators for their
children. Parents will also be
treated to a free dinner. “All of
the programs are values based
and abstinence focused in an ef-
fort to help all students graduate
on time,” said Rosario Olivera,
CISD program facilitator. For
more information, contact
Olivera, at 877-7583.

Canutillo High HOSA conquer state competition

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

CANUTILLO — Three Canutillo
High School students were awarded
state champion medals after com-
peting in the 2005 Health Occupa-
tions Student Association’s (HOSA)
State Leadership Conference in Dal-
las recently.

Winning top honors in the state
competition were: Cinthia Gallegos,
first place in Pathophysiology;
Miriam Garcia, first place in Pre-

Assisting. Also competing were
Alfonso Frias, who took fourth place
in Rescue Breathing, and Michael
Arroyo in Medical Laboratory.

Julie Vinikoff, HOSA advisor and
teacher, said that Gallegos, Garcia, and
Martinez will represent Canutillo High
School and the state at the national
HOSA conference, which will be held
in Nashville, Tennessee, June 21-25.

Gayla Kessinger, Career & Tech-
nology Education coordinator, said
that these students competed in Area
IV competition in March and placed
among the top three in their respec-

TOP OF THE HEAP — Canutillo High HOSA
from left: Ricardo Martinez, junior; Miriam Garcia, freshman; and Cinthia
Gallegos, senior.

tive events in order to advance to the
state level.

pared Speaking; and Ricardo
Martinez, first place in Veterinary

CLEAN AND SMOOTH — Patricia Reyes, AVON Beauty Specialist and
her partner, Adriana Sustaita, demonstrate skin care for teens.

express ourselves. .. we can be involved
SCOUts in things that will help us in our future. ...
From Page 8 it’s fun focusing on positive influences

in our lives!”

For more information on STUDIO
High School STUDIO 2B club include 2B clubs, contact Girl Scouts of the
such things as “It’s a place where we can  Rio Grande at (915) 566-9433.

Pepperoni’s Pizza & Deli |
852-2544

Limited Delivery Area

Chinese Food
Burgers & Subs

Public Notice
Village of Vinton, Texas

FAIR HOUSING, IT’S THE LAW

The Village of Vinton hereby declares its support of fair
housing practices. It is hereby declared to be the policy of
the locality to bring about, through fair, orderly, and law-
ful procedures, the opportunity of each person to obtain
housing without regard to race, color, creed, religion, sex,
national origin, physical or mental handicap, martial sta-
tus, parenthood, or age.

It is further declared that such policy is established upon
a recognition of the inalienable rights of each individual
to obtain housing and, further, that denial of such rights
is detrimental to the health, safety, and welfare of the in-
habitants of the locality and constitutes an unjust denial
or deprivation of such inalienable rights which is within
the power and the proper responsibility of government to
prevent.

The Village of Vinton has a Fair Housing Policy that may
be examined and copied by interested groups or individuals
at the Vinton Village Hall between the hours of 8:30 A.M.
and 4:30 PM., Monday through Friday. The Village of
Vinton is an Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action
employer.

Juvencia Rios-Ontiveros, Mayor WTCC: 04/28/05

Public Notice
Town of Clint

Order of Cancellation

The Town of Clint hereby cancels the election scheduled
to be held on May 7, 2005, in accordance with Section
2.053(a) of the Texas Election Code. The following can-
didates have been certified as unopposed and are hereby
elected as follows:

Orden de Cancelacion

El Pueblo de Clint por la presente cancela la eleccion que, de
lo contrario, se hubiera celebrado el dia siete (7) de mayo de
conformidad, con la Seccién 2.053(a) del Cédligo de Elecciones
de Texas. Los siguientes candidatos han sido certificados como
candidatos vinicos y por la presente quedan elegidos como se
haya indicado a continuacion:

Candidates (Candidatos)
Evalinda Candelaria and Ricardo Sepulveda

Office Sought (Cargo a que presenta candidatura)
Alderman

A copy of this order will be posted on Election Day at each
polling place that would have been used in the election.

El dia de las Elecciones se exhibird una copia de esta orden en
todas las mesas electorales que se hubieran utilizado en la
eleccidn.

Fabiola Ochoa
Secretary (Secretario)

March 29, 2005
Date of Adoption (Fecha de adopcion)

The perfect sanctii;zry

Relax. Unwind.
And let your
imagination run
free. At The
Bishop’s Lodge,
all of your senses
are indulged.
Whether it’s a
horseback ride
through the
Sangre de Cristo
mountains or a
native stone
massage at our
award-winning
Sh4Nah Spa, you'll
find that peace of

for body and soul.
L

J "| naturally here.

mind comes

Spa & Stay
packages
beginning

at %199’

THE m

BISHOP'S LODGE
RESORT & SPA

1.800.732.2240
www.bishopslodge.com

*Includes one basic
massage and overnight
accommodations.
Taxes and resort fees
are not included.
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The *‘Rocke?

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

I don’t know much about rocket science but
I do know that no matter how strong a rocket
is it still needs a little bit of help to get off the
ground.

It can’t reach any height at all without the
help of many other parts working in unison to
ignite that spark.

The same thing is true of rockets that stay
on the ground, like the Houston Astros’ rocket,
Roger Clemens.

At the age of 42, Clemens is still considered
one of the top five pitchers in the game of pro-
fessional baseball, but the guy can’t do it all
by himself.

Clemens has been phenomenal this year,
pitching 23 straight scoreless innings. But
while holding his opponents scoreless over his
past three starts, his accomplishments have
earned him zero wins.

While the “Rocket” has pitched seven shut-
out innings in each of his last three starts, his
teammates have failed to score a single run
during that same period.

Three straight times, Clemens has left the

can’t get a win even with a ERA of 0.32

game in the seventh inning tied 0-0, only to
see his relievers blow the game in the later in-
nings.

It’s enough to make you want to bean Mike
Piazza.

He has only allowed one run in his first 28
innings pitched this season for an ERA of 0.32.

Those kinds of numbers aren’t put up by 25-
year old flame throwers, let alone a 42-year
old who retired from the game a couple years
ago only to give it one more try.

Of course, Clemens might re-consider retir-
ing if his teammates don’t start scoring some
runs for him.

Houston’s rocket is still flying high, it’s the
offense that’s fizzled.

The Fleeing Four

North Carolina coach Roy Williams had to
wait what seemed like forever to finally win
his first national championship.

His Tar Heels downed Illinois earlier this
month and Williams has been celebrating ever
since.

It’s just too bad that Williams’ celebrating
lasted only 18 days.

Not even a month after his long-awaited
triumph, Williams’ elation has turned to

frustration.

If this year’s Tar Heels were something to
see, next year’s squad was going to be prob-
ably one of the best teams ever assembled with
returning stars Sean May, Raymond Felton,
Rashad McCants and Marvin Williams ready
to do it again.

And they will — but not with Roy Williams
or North Carolina.

All four have opted to forgo their remaining
college eligibility for the greener pastures of
the NBA. “Greener” as in a little more walk-
ing-around money.

We’re talking about four of the team’s top
five scorers up and leaving the program. To
make matters worse the other player in the top
five in scoring, Jawad Williams, won’t be re-
turning either — he’s a senior.

Suddenly, the smile on Roy Williams’ face
isn’t quite as wide as it was last week.

But really, can you blame the guys? If you
had just won the top prize in your category and
were offered millions of dollars to go to the
next level and see what you can do there,
wouldn’t you go?

Yeah, me too.

T'hope you really enjoyed those 18 days, Roy
Williams. Look at it this way — 18 days of

fame is a lot longer than just 15 minutes.

Another Jackson

The art of athletes acting in an anti-social
way has hit an all-time low.

Stories about athletes breaking the law hap-
pen so often that most Americans are immune
to them.

But the sick actions of a former University
of Missouri football player will make people
stand up and notice.

Darrell Jackson, a freshman quarterback who
withdrew from Missouri in August, did so af-
ter pleading guilty to five counts of statutory
sodomy.

Seems the 19-year old molested an 8-year
old child five times from 2000 to 2004.

The judge in the case will announce sentenc-
ing on June 9. I’'m not confident Jackson will
get more than a slap on the wrist considering
the judge allowed him to remain free on bond
and warned him to stay out of trouble.

Oh yeah, I’m sure a convicted child molester
will stay out of trouble, after all, he’s shown
great restraint so far.

No matter what the judge sentences him to,
after damaging an 8-year old child’s life, no
punishment will seem harsh enough.

Three Clint ISD
students qualify
for state high
school rodeo
competition

CLINT — The Clint High School
Rodeo Team competed at the Re-
gional High School Rodeo in San
Angelo in April, and all three
team members qualified for the
State High School Rodeo com-
petition which will be held in
Abilene in June. Junior Jarett
Rogers, left in photo, placed first
in the team roping competition.
Sophomore Kody Engle, far right
above, placed second in goat
tying, tenth in barrel racing and
second in breakaway roping.
Junior Bryce Hickman, shown
center in photo, placed sixth in
the team roping competition.

CHAHP[SGH
HEADER

Baseball

EAST EL PASO
COUNTY — A special
ceremony hosted by
Socorro High School
has renamed the
Socorro High School
baseball field in honor of
longtime baseball coach
Chris Forbes on Tues-
day, April 26 just prior to
the SHS vs Hanks game.
The field, located at
10150 Alameda, was
named for Forbes in
honor of his 24 years as
a coach of Bulldog base-
ball. Forbes is also a
member of the El Paso
Sports Hall of Fame and
= of the El Paso Baseball

Classified Ads

LEGAL white 2-door, Texas A W A R D E D
license P95 VVT BIDDEE  WILL
PUBLIC WTCC-04/28/05 PROVIDE
NOTICE CASHIER’S
CHECK OR
As per Article v, HOMESTEAD MONEY ORDER
Sec. 5.05(a), all M.U.D FOR TOTAL
owners and AMOUNT.
lienholders have REQUEST FOR
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BARGAINS

REDUCED PRICE
- show-
bred bunny, velvety
black, about one
year old, with
roomy rabbit house,
water feeder and 30
pounds of food.
$30. Call 637-1982.

HELP
WANTED

ABSOLUTE
CUTS
Hiring Sylists
Must be fluent in
English - Sign On
Bonus!

Call Letty at
328-4333

REAL
ESTATE

LOTES
Se vende lotes
con todo los
servicios sin
enganche en la
tranquila ciudad
de Tornillo
Para Informacion
Habla 764-6557

* VALLEY FARM
LAND
* FREEWAY LAND
* COMMERCIAL
LAND
* RESIDENTIAL
LOTS
Large Valley Home
With Pecan Trees
11423 Alameda
APODACA
LAND CO.
859-5472
4/28

SELF-HELP

Persons who have
a problem with al-
cohol are offered a
free source of help
locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous - call
562-4081 for infor-
mation.

SERVICES

AV ADDITIONS
& REMODELING
» Custom-made
Kitchen
» Bathroom
Remodeling
* Carport Patios &
Porches
» Decks & Ramps
for Mobile Homes
» Two-Story
Additions

i il Hall of Fame.
FREE r————
ESTIMATES @M
433-4102
Ask for Al
3/10-3/31

WEST TExas COUuNTY
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field named for

SHS coach Chris Forbes

“Windshield Ding

'SERVING ANTHONY, VINTON, CANUTILLO, EAST MONTANA, HORIZON, SOCORRO, CLINT, FABENS, SAN ELIZARIO AND TORNILLO

Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY GLASS
REPAIR

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

15 words - $5 per week; 35 words - $10 per week

Windshield Repair
Specialists
By appt. at your

home or office: ! 2 3 4
R.V. Dick
Harshberger 5 6 7 8
915-852-9082
9 10 " 12
BERT’S (STOP HERE )
13 14 15 FOR $5 AD.
REPAIR
Domest!c and 75 7 T3 15
Foreign
852-3523
1558 Oxbow, 20 21 22 23
Horizon City
24 25 26 27
HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING 28 29 30 31
852-1079
*Electric rooter 3 3 7 5

service for sewers

and drains Please print.Send form and Contact Information:
*Appliance payment (no cash) to:
installati :
-IICIZ: a:);ﬁgr West Texas County Courier Name:
e e 14200 Ashford, Ste. C
P g Horizon City, TX 79928 Phone:

Licensed, bonded
and insured for
your protection.
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|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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AUTOMOTIVE |
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|
|
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|
|
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Deadline: Mondays
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Comix

OUTONALIMB By Gary Kopervas

TWENTE BUCKS..BUT FOR
f oy, TUE LET (T GO
TR TWELVE . INOOF...

tepw THE WATCH DOG |

©2005 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

i

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

Hopefully, animals

will enjoy this column

By Don Flood

Recent research confirms what
scientists who are nutballs have
long suspected: Animals have a
sense of humor.

(Bulletin to paranoids: Yes,
those dogs are laughing at you.)

But let’s assume you’re an intel-
ligent, thoughtful reader — quite
a long shot, considering you’re
reading this column — and you
want to know: How can I tell if my

tual products will test your dog’s
sense of humor and your willing-
ness to spend money like a drunken
sailor:

* Humunga Tongue Fetch Ball.
This is a rubber ball with a huge
tongue attached so that when the
dog picks up the ball in its mouth,
it will appear to have a huge
tongue, almost as long as that gross
guy in Kiss.

“A crowd pleaser at the dog

make up that name! — “found in a
previous study that when rats are
playfully tickled, they chirp and
bond socially with their human
tickler.”

Another myth — that of the
lonely scientist toiling away by
himself in the lab — blown to
smithereens!

He’s not alone at all. He’s bond-
ing with his good-humored rodent
comrades.

 MAJOR SCORE| FARMER T TIME HE Won'T 4 COULDN'TUSE A T ACKL? dog has a sense of humor? After reading about scientists
JIM HAS BEEN STOCKING LEAVE IT OUTSIDE BOX LIKE EVERYONE ELSE? Good news! The following ac- and their “rat pack” pals, I confess
THLS COOLER ALL MORNING. : N p

I began to regret the path I have
chosen in life.

If I could but give up the rat race
(I’'m sorry) and work in a lab where
I could further the advancement of
human knowledge by tickling ro-
dents and mammals of all kinds,
including marsupials. Alas, for me,
it’s too late.

Butit’s not too late for your kids.
Turn off the TV and give them
some rats for their own “hands-on”

TM JUST GONNA THE NEIGHBORS ARE park,” says the ad. I can only imag-  science project.
YING oL § - , .
3@%‘% ‘%EEEW’QE‘B) | itk (f\yfeLLoEtYegﬁ}ZLh. N {IE ----- " And there s plenty more impor:

* Fortune Cookies for Dogs. tant research to be done.

POAIGS31 SISl PO U1 ‘O1ERIDUAS SaINES] Bury A3 S007EY)

LIMLE

WA MADE THE

FIRST
ROUND

22005 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

www.marlandcartoons.com

www.kingfeatures.com

Here are some actual fortunes.

“Don’t judge a book by its cover;
the pages may still taste good.”

“You’re areal a saint, Bernard.”

“Confucius say: Shih-Tzu hap-
pens.”

So let’s say you read these to
your dog and it actually laughs —
what does it mean?

First, it will demonstrate, to a

whatsoever.

Second, it will show that you
yourself are a humor-challenged
wacko and need to seek profes-
sional help immediately.

And you’ll be happy to know
that the humor-in-animal research
is ongoing. Neuroscientist Jaak
Panksepp — I didn’t even have to

“Although no one has investi-
gated the possibility of rat humor,”
Panksepp said in another real-live
quote, “if it exists, it is likely to be
heavily laced with slapstick.”

This might appear difficult to as-
sess, but once you have success-
fully bonded with your rats, invite
them to watch TV with you.

Test their reaction to Jerry Lewis

YAAAY JUNE ! | YUPL SHE F_}H ANKS TOﬁﬁSHOULD’ A 1 GOT DRAFTED & scientific certainty, that your dog and the Three Stooges. If you get
) " WA'S A DAD HELPIN? KEPT My INTHE SIXTH has absolutely no sense of humor no reaction try even more primi-
BIG MOUTH

Jr

tive humor, such as you might ex-
pect to be enjoyed by bacteria, one-
celled animals and House Major-
ity Leader Tom Delay.

For that, you need to go to Spike
TV — but don’t let your dog watch
1t.

(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.

King Super Crossword

FAUXCATIONS 60 Deli worker? 118 Phrenologist? 31 “Later!” 85 Hindu deity 1 5 13 |4 5 16 17 18 ] 10 [11
ACROSS 62 Shoot down 124 Fiesta target 33 Cinderella’s soiree 86 Restaurateur
1 Slightly open 64 Tristan’s tootsie 125 Bring to ruin 34 Spread in a tub Toots 18 19 20
5 Celt 65 Qty. 126 Austin or Garr 35 Nag subtly 87 Ditch under a
9 Lose one’s fur 66 Gimpel and Jong 127 Fancy fabric 36 Towel word drawbridge 22 23 24
13 Orchestra section 68 Writer Rogers St. 128 Starting point 37 Regret audibly 88 Egyptian symbol 55 o7 58
18 Ahmedabad attire ~ Johns 129 Sentence pt. 38 Wordsworth work 89 Investigative
19 Voice type 69 Existed 130 Ornery Olympian 40 Certain inscription 91 Chatter box? 30 31
20 Munich mister 72 Gas station 131 Spoken 42 One of the Judds 93 Baby butter
21 Proof-of-purchase,  attendant? 132 Prevent 43 It's in the groove 97 Cause confusion 33 (34 |35 |36 37 |38 39 |40
often 76 Hook’s mate 133 It may be spare 46 Page or LaBelle 99 Fix a fight
22 Skip 77 Criticizes 134 Writer Harte 47 Waugh’s 100 Courbet, e.g. 44 45 |46 47 48
23 Skeleton part 79 Mischievous 135 Guarded “Brideshead _” 103 Pharmacist's
24 Proficient 80 Mauna _ 49 Fragrant neckwear ~ concern 53 54 55 56 |57
25 Second 82 Dental DOWN 50 Butte 105 Wall Street figure 56 51 &= 83 57
Triumvirate member appointment, e.g. 1 Beginning on 52 Surface 108 Half and half?
26 Soda jerk? 84 Manuscript 2 Actress Gertz measurement 110 Moving 55 86 167 )
28 Laundry CEO? imperative 3 Neighbor of Cal. 54 Singer Sumac 111 Mikita of hockey
30 Revolutionary 85 Yacht peddler? 4 “Puttin’ on the _” 57 Texas river 113 Battery part 89 170 [71 72 73 74 |75 76
Guevara 90 Roller coaster (83 hit) 59 Cryptanalyst's 114 Kind of soup
31 Opie’s aunt operator? 5 South American concern 115 TV's “Spenser: For |77 78 79 80 81
32 Drawing room 92 _Dawn Chong cowboys 61 UN agency _”
33 “NYPD Blue” 93 Baby beaver 6TV's “Kate & _” 63 City in Kyrgyzstan 116 “What's _ for me?” 82 83 84 85 86 187 (88 |89
creator 94 Record player 7 Italian rumbler 66 New Haven 117 Cross inscription 30 91 % 93 oz
37 _sauce 95 Actor Chaney 8 Bank offering hardwood 118 Use a dagger
39 Dandelion or 96 Attract the IRS? 9 Contp_ur 67 _ -dope (/_\Ii tactic) 119 Gourmethraham 35 96 97 98 199 100 101
darnel 98 Minnie of “Circle of 10 Semitic tongue 69 Pop Art pioneer 120 Deere thing
41 Neutral color Friends” 11 Perry’s creator 70 Impassioned 121 Skater Lipinski 102 103 104 105 106 107 [108
44 Soap additive 101 Sturdy trees 12 Dons one’s duds 71 “Graf _” 122 Epps or Sharif '
45 Charlotte, forone 102 Inc., in England 13 Sonata movement 73 Fleur-de-_ 123 Bank (on) 109 (110 |111 112|113 114
48 Sacred song 104 Spare fare 14 Range 74 Raise spirits? 124 Seal school
51 Swell place? 106 Mrs. McKinley 15 College collar 75 Parisian potentate 115|116 117 118|119 120 121 122 1123
53 Psychedelic 107 Unrefined 16 “Stop!” 77 Monastery garb
Timothy 109 “Midnight at the _” 17 Sneak a peek 78 Computer 124 125 126 127
55 Wharton's “The _ (74 hit) 21 It's often jumped ~ command 128 155 130 131
of Innocence” 112 Joplin composition 27 Travel agcy.? 81 Matterhorn, e.g.
56 Gram lead-in 114 Good buddy 29 Egyptian 83 Potok’s “My Name 132 133 134 135
58 Golf instructor? 115 Herpetologist? statesman Is Asher _” Answer Page 6
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New ‘club’ approach to Girl Scouting has ‘em dancing, drwzng and fixing it up

By Nena DeArment
Special to the Courier

EL PASO COUNTY — What did Socorro
High Schools students Lourdes, Karla, and
Eunice do on a recent Saturday? They learned
about car care, career options, healthy habits,
self-defense and then modeled in a fashion
show, all at an event they helped plan for the
200 middle and high school girls who attended.

For several months, the new STUDIO 2B Club
at Socorro High School has worked to plan 7ake
It to the Girls, an event that would be special for

Scouts of the Rio Grande staff and volunteer
STUDIO 2B Club advisors, they prepared a con-
ference with workshops focusing on positive
topics pertinent for girls their age.

“There are so few opportunities like this for
girls our age — especially that are just for
girls!” said one of the group.

Held at the Las Cruces Teen Center, Club
Fusion, the free “by girls, for girls” conference
was open to all girls ages 11 to 18 throughout
the eight county area in West Texas and South-
ern New Mexico which is served by Girl Scouts
of the Rio Grande.

Brandy Peterson, a 2005 Reach Award recipi-

Workshops included nutrition, skin care/make-
up, car care, self-defense, and careers in educa-
tion, medicine and media. A fashion show was
modeled by 14 girls from the Socorro STUDIO
2B club. Funding for the event was provided by
a grant from Girl Scouts of the USA.

STUDIO 2B is a new approach to Girl Scouts
taken by girls in middle school and high school —
a club format in which girls take the lead role in
designing their Girl Scout experience. With the aid
of adult advisors, girls choose topics of interest, plan
activities and events, and work within their budget
toreach their goals. Comments made by the Socorro

NO LOOSE SCREWS — The girls learned

girls their own age. In partnership with Girl ent, was the keynote speaker opening the event. See SCOUTS, Page 5 basic auto upkeep from Michael White.
WEATHER AccuMeather.com
THURSDAY THUR. NIGHT FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
‘:; O ::_ 3 X :m:;_ ‘:; ,m.gv,‘ g, o ks, S V.,nh: " E '.,m% I
o~ = Va Ve "ot "ot P P
Brre;]eoz%ilrr:gt.he Mainly clear and Partly sunny and Partly sunny with a Windy with a good Mostly sunny and Sunshine Sunny
partly sunny. very windy. windy. gusty breeze. deal of sun. warm.
A 83 V 58° A 80° 'V 56° A 78° V 54° A 82° V¥ 56° A 85° V¥V 53° A 82° V¥V 51° A 79 V 49°
UV INDEX _swisicciornon. TEXAS WEATHER TRAVELERS CITIES
The higher the UV Index, the greater Anthony 80 55 - Thur. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.
the need for eye and skin protection. ) Santa Fe City Hi/lLo/W HiLo/W Hi/Lo/W HiLo/W  Hi/Lo/W
- Canutillo 81 56 Q@ 63/37 Nk
Thursday ............ 9. Very High -~ a Albuquerque 68/45/t 70/421 68/45/pc  71/46/ 77/42/pc
Friday ...l AL | Very High  Clint 82 58 W Jbfiquerque Amarillo Atlanta 72/56/s  76/60/pc  74/60/t 72/56/t  74/54/c
Saturday, ... 10 St Very High e 658 a P 75/47 Atlantic City 64/44/sh  60/49/r 65/53/r 67/50/sh  63/43/s
Sunday ... 10 e, Very High . Hlontana e Lubbock Austin/San Antonio  89/64/s  87/62/pc  81/56/pc  83/61/pc  82/59/pc
Monday c............. 10 o Very High £ pons 82 58 "a 85/52 Baltimore 66/47/sh  62/48/r 71/50/r 71/48/sh  67/45/pc
Tuesday ............ 10 . Very High T . Q Boston 60/44/sh ~ 64/46/pc  60/46/r 59/48/sh  64/42/pc
Wednesday  ...... 10 00 Very High  Horizon 83 59 g;‘/f9°5° s, Chicago 54/38/r 56/38/sh  56/40/jpc  58/40/pc  58/39/c
® San Elizario 84 58 Alamogordo @ Dallas/Ft. Worth 86/66/s 86/62/pc 76/56/pc 70/54/s 77/57/pc
REAL FEEL TEMP beming 950 @@ g;?fzdcmﬂ Denver 56/34/c  54/34/c  56/34/sh  57/35/pc  60/31/r
The exclusive AccuWeather composite indexof ~ Socorro 84 58 77/46 @ lasCruces @ capshad Flagstaff 54/33/sh  46/30/sh  52/33/pc  58/281t  60/24/c
effective temperature based on eight weather . Q 76/52 89/56 Houston 86/66/pc 86/68/t 86/64/t 84/62/pc  84/66/pc
factors, Tornillo 82 58 | | ... £l Paso . Kansas City 61/43/sh  60/43f  60/43/sh  63/45/s  67/44/sh
: S "y Las Vegas 68/53/sh 72/55/sh 76/55/pc 78/58/pc  78/54/pc
'Ilz'ng;sday .................................... Vinton 81 56 | % iu 83/58 4 g%gsa Miami 83/74/pc 86/72/pc 85/74/5 85/73/5 86/70
EEH] r’é e Juarez et Minneapolis 54/34/pc  56/36lpc  56/40/pc  55/39/sh  59/41/c
Sunda Yo Shown is Thursday’s 83/58 a Alpine New Orleans 84/66/s 86/68/pc  84/69/ 84/65/t 82/63/s
Mon day """" weather. 85/52 New York City 62/46/sh 62/48/r 62/50/r 67/49/sh  64/45/c
Tues dg """" Temperatures are Lajitas Philadelphia 64/48/sh 62/50/r 67/52/r 67/48/sh  64/46/s
We dnesy dé """ Thursday’s highs and e i 96/60 o "\\ Phoenix 78/60/sh 80/58/sh 82/60/s 87/62/s 88/56/pc
Y Thursday night’s lows. AL Portland 64/40/sh ~ 62/42/sh  64/44/pc  64/46/pc  61/43/r
AG R I C U LTU R E e San Francisco 66/52/r 63/52/pC 64/52/p0 62/52/r 62/47r
Seattle 62/40/pc 60/42/c 62/46/pc 62/48/pc  59/45/sh
Thursday will be dry with sun and clouds. Good drying conditions will result from moderate winds out of the southwest at 15-25 mph, ~ Tucson 78/55/pc  76/50/sh  78/52/s 82/57/s  85/55/s
and relative humidity averaging 30 percent. Dry and sunny weather will continue through the weekend; however, several windy days ~ Washington, DG 66/48/pc  63/50/r 71152/ 70/53/sh  69/48/c

are expected which may create less favorable drying conditions.

All forecasts and maps provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2005

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms,
r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

DON'T COMPROMISE,
GETACUB CADET.

Introducing the
all-premium
Series 1000 tractors.

New for 2004. Cub Cadet Series
1000 lawn tractors provide a
precision cut at an exceptional
value. These long-lasting, reliable

MODEL LT 1018

BY A LEADING INDEPENDENT
CONSUMER PUBLICATION

tractors are constructed with pre-
mium features, including: easy-to-
operate hydrostatic transmissions,
automotive-style lug nuts and
larger mowing decks. Visit your
local family-owned dealer today
for a test-drive.

Cub CadelO\lf

Hurry!

Special financing available!
To find a Cub Cadet retailer near you,
visit www.cubcadet.com,
or call 1-877-CUB-TOUGH.

*Product price—Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup
and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited

availability. C11137-01-55080-2




