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NEWSBRIEFS

School dedication

The Canutillo Independent School District
will host a dedication ceremony for the
long-anticipated new high school. Begin-
ning at 2 p.m. campus tours will be con-
ducted, followed by a reception and dedi-
cation program at 6 p.m. The event will be
at 6675 South Desert Blvd. on Wednesday,
Dec. 21. The public is invited to attend.

Principal honored

Ernesto Serna Elementary School honored
its first principal with a surprise celebra-
tion on Tuesday, Dec. 13. Ignacio Solis is
no longer at the campus but his contribu-
tions are not forgotten. “Mr. Solis had a
vision that students at Ernesto Serna could
be successful in both English and Span-
ish,” said current principal Ricardo
Damian. “As the first principal of this
school he was able to set that foundation
and implement a solid base for future ad-
ministrators.” Solis also secured a grant
to implement the Dual Language Program
at the school. During the recognition cer-
emony, Solis was to be presented a plaque
to mark his achievements, with choir, band
and orchestra to perform.

Special events

The Mission Valley’s historical missions
will host special events in conjunction with
the Mission Trail Association’s 13th An-
nual Luminaria/Posada Festival along the
Mission Trail on Socorro Rd. with the
lighting of some 30,000 luminarias. The
San Elizario Genealogy and Historical
Society will host Posadas in the Placita
beginning with holiday music perfor-
mances at 6 p.m. followed by the lighting
of the Placita. Other performances will
follow and refreshments served. The
Genealogical Museum will remain open
late. A Christmas play will be held at
the Socorro Mission at 6:15 p.m. and
special events will also be held at the
Tigua Cultural Center with tribal dances
and other performances. Call 422-1700
for more information.

In other news

B The San Elizario High School library
is near completion, but the community still
has a unique opportunity to contribute to
student growth and success by donating a
new, gift-wrapped book for the library.
Those making a book donation are encour-
aged to select a book that is of personal
meaning to them, something that will
make their donation that more special. For
more information on how you can give a
book gift, contact SEHS at 872-3960.

B The ESL students of Ann Marie Garcia-
Enriquez Middle School held their Sec-
ond Annual Senior Citizen’s Christmas
Celebration this week at the Sun Plaza

See BRIEFS, Page 5

A good lawyer knows the law, a clever
one takes the judge to lunch.
— Quips & Quotes

Padilla takes helm at Canutillo,
recommends curriculum changes

By Don Woodyard
Courier Staff Writer

CANUTILLO — The Canutillo Independent
School District board of trustees shifted edu-
cational gears in ==
taking two far-
reaching actions at
a special meeting
Dec. 6.

It unanimously
named Dr. Pam
Padilla, its assis-
tant superintendent
for student perfor-
mance, as the only
finalist for position
of superintendent
of the Upper Val-
ley district.

The board ac-
cepted Padilla’s
recommendation
to drop previously
announced plans
for a fifth- and sixth-grade school in favor of a

NEW SUPER — Dr. Pam

Padilla is the new
superintendent in the
Canutillo Independent
School District.

second middle school of sixth-, seventh- and
eighth-grade students.

Residents of the district have 21 days to give
their input on her selection before it becomes
final. Padilla, who has 31 years in education,
will take over from Charles Hart who retires
Jan. 1,2006.

“We feel Dr. Padilla is very qualified to lead
our district,” said Sergio Coronado, CISD
board president. “We are proud to have such
an individual within the school district, and we
have the utmost confidence in her.”

Before the board went into closed session
to select Padilla, she was center stage in a
detailed analysis as to the reasons the ad-
ministration was recommending a major
curriculum turn-around.

The original plan to handle growth in stu-
dent population called for converting the
present Canutillo High School into a middle
school when the new high school opens after
Christmas holidays. The present Canutillo
Middle School would become Alderete Inter-
mediate School and take in all of the fifth-and
sixth-grade students in the district. The

See CANUTILLO, Page 5

When it comes to friendly visits, Fabens fel

By Julio Montes Sr.
Special to the Courier

FABENS — On Nov. 23 several members
of the Fabens Fellowship of Christian Youth
took some of their personal time to deliver tur-
key dinners to needy families in the Fabens
area. The list of families was provided to the
FCY by Margarita Rodriguez who is a social
worker in the area. The Sheriff’s Department
and the Fabens Lions Club were also involved
in this worthwhile project.

After delivering the food, the students were
invited into the house and were led in prayer
by different individuals who thanked God for
the opportunity to help others. The families
were very thankful, especially the children who
were eagerly eyeing the food, especially the
pies. After the food deliveries, the group vis-
ited with a homeless man known to many in

See FABENS, Page 4

owship delivers

— Photo courtesy Fabens ISD

ROUNDS OF ASSISTANCE — Members of
the Fabens Fellowship of Christian Youth
made rounds of food deliveries last month,
enjoying and being enjoyed. From left are
Nallely Sotelo, Daisy Dominguez, Angelica
Hildabrant, Amanda Hildabrant, Brenda
Bravo and Jason Quinn

State sponsors hazardous waste collection day in Fabens

By Maru Barua,
Special to the Courier

EL PASO COUNTY — Texas Cooperative
Extension in El Paso in collaboration with
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
and Texas Department of Agriculture are spon-
soring a hazardous waste collection for all Texas
residents on Friday, Dec. 16 at the Fabens Trans-
fer Station, 1550 Fabens Street, 8 a.m.to 1 p.m.

People can take all their unwanted pesticides
and other hazardous material to a collection
site for safe disposal. This program is free of
charge and it is voluntary and confidential.

Items that can be accepted:

e Agricultural chemicals (banned or un-

wanted pesticides); and

* Home chemicals (pesticides, paints and
thinners, anti-freeze, household batteries, aero-
sol cans, photographic chemicals, mercury
thermometers, herbicides, gasoline, cleaners,
pool chemicals, fluorescent bulbs, motor oil
and oil filters, lead acid batteries.

Items that CANNOT be accepted:

e Tires, radioactive materials, explosives,
compressed gas cylinders, biomedical wastes,
ammunition, fertilizers, pesticides containing
pentachlorophenol, herbicides containing
2.4.5-TP (Silvex).

For more information, contact the Texas
Cooperative Extension office at 915-859-7725,
Dr. Jaime Iglesias at Ext. 232 or Kim Greenlee
at Ext. 238.

Pct. 6 Justice of

Peace Court sees
changes, growth

Courier Staff Reports

EAST EL PASO COUNTY — The Justice
of the Peace Court, Pct. 6, in Clint will soon
relocate from its longtime location to a new

facility nearby which
0 will better serve the
growing number utiliz-
ing this court, according

= é»\. to Judge Ruben Lujan.
' - / “Commissioners
ﬂ _} Court bought the Texas
’ Human Resources

building (also in Clint)
with 130 parking
spaces,” Lujan said.
“My court will be relo-
cating as soon as it is
remodeled. It will also house a County Col-
lections Dept. to help people who need to
pay their fines in monthly payments.”

With continued and rapid growth of the
population of East El Paso County, the ser-
vices of the Pct. 6 court will further be ex-
panded, he said, with a second location, JP
Court Pct. 6-B, to be located in the East
Montana community in March of 2006.

“The residents of Pct. 6 will have an op-
portunity to elect a Justice of the Peace Place
B,” Lujan said. His court will continue in
Clint as Place A.

Lujan said a recent amnesty period which
his court sponsored in October was very suc-
cessful, giving residents with outstanding
warrants an opportunity to straighten out
their records by paying their fines. “We were
also able to set up payments plans. I have
opened our office during lunch to accom-
modate people on their lunch hour,” he said,
adding that other improvements include “go-
ing paperless” with the installation of an
$85,000 state-of-the-art scanning system,
with 10 scanners and printers to move filing
and “paperwork” along smoothly.

Another program is continuing which
Lujan began about five years ago which
makes students with truancy violations re-
sponsible for their actions rather than sim-
ply fining their parents. Students who don’t
go to school and appear in Lujan’s court are
now frequently paying off their own citations
through community service.

“With the help of my volunteers, my com-
munity service programs in which I put stu-
dents to work (picking up trash) was very
successful,” Lujan said. “We cleaned in
Moon City, Campestre, Fabens, Clint, San
Eli, Montana Vista and Horizon City. This
is the fifth year we did this and pledge to
continue court-ordering students to work so
that parents do not have to pay their fines. It
is a lot of work, but the results are reward-
ing. Students learn responsibility and respect
and parents do not go to jail.

“I have worked hard to make my court
accessible and friendly to the public,” Lujan
continued. “I have earned your vote, by be-
ing a full time JP and making failure to at-
tend school and juvenile offenses our num-
ber one priority. Attendance in our schools
are at an all time high.”

Ruben Lujan
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Our society
just loves
giving gifts this time of year. It’s a
time for sharing and it’s done with
gusto. Especially if it means not miss-
ing a paycheck.

We give the gift of a germ here, a
germ there, transported on this
sneeze, that cough, until we’ve
shared everything we have.

It’s the kind of gift, though, that
others don’t really enjoy getting.
Maybe we’d be better off if we were
just a wee bit more selfish.

A recent poll by a specialized ad-
ministrative staffing company,
OfficeTeam, contacted 594 people
age 18 years or older who work in
office environments. They were
asked: How frequently do you go to
work when you’re feeling sick?

Who says Americans aren’t com-
mitted to anything? Apparently they
are to their jobs — fully 49 percent
of those polled said they make it to
work even if they can feel those all-
too-familiar twinges of cold or flu.

And this is the season sharing, you
know. This is the time of year touted
for “closeness” — and not just because
the weather is cold outside and we’re
cooped up in close quarters with other
human beings as frail as we are.

It’s the season that mandates we get
together in large groups, with people
of all ages, and with greater frequency
than ever. Whoever thought this up
wasn’t planning too well.

Unlike the Fourth of July which
happens during the time when no

One perspective

By Francis Shrum

T'is the season
to be sickly

germ can survive the 100-plus degree
temperature during an outdoor pic-
nic, we somehow got saddled with a
holiday season that admonishes
weird stuff like office parties, school
parties, family parties — all involv-
ing the ingesting of common food
and the touching of common sur-
faces, mostly within confined spaces
where germs love to germinate.

It also involves a number of other
factors that increase our susceptibil-
ity to illness, even more so than the
rest of the year.

Dr. Carol Rice, a health specialist
with the Texas Cooperative Extension
of Texas A&M University, said dur-
ing the holidays people are at greater
risk of getting sick. She had several
good reasons to support her statement.

Primary among these were stress,
fatigue and disruption.

Think about it. I do. Everytime I
try to drive down the freeway, drop
by the store to pickup a few grocer-
ies. People, people, everywhere and
nary a place to park.

Nobody seems to stay at home dur-
ing this time of year. And our system
of commerce is doing everything it
can to see to it no one does, while
the TV news pleads with America to
get out there and support your local
merchant because our economic wel-
fare depends on it.

Is it worth sacrificing your health?
Apparently, because Americans in
general will run themselves ragged
trying to get the best deal, the latest
deal, any deal at all to get something,
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anything, for anybody we may have
forgotten. And in the meantime host
at least one party, attend who knows
how many, have in at least one fam-
ily member from out of town, and
travel at least a little further than
usual — maybe a lot further — be-
cause we have “time off.”

After spending hours in a crowded
airport with no sure bet of getting
your flight or traveling white-knuck-
led for long hours during bad
weather, we’re really going to be
rested up afterward, right?

Now, Dr. Rice has some good ad-
vice on how to keep from accepting
all the good little gifty germs we are
busily spreading around to our fel-
low man.

One of those is to get plenty of rest.
Will do.

Another is to get a flu shot, if it’s
available. Okay.

Wash your hands often with soap
and water or hand sanitizer since cold
and flu germs can survive up to two
hours on surfaces like doorknobs or
phones. Check.

Cover your mouth when you cough
or sneeze. Gotcha.

Don’t get too cold. Right.

And get enough exercise — ide-
ally a brisk half-hour walk once a day.
Apparently power shopping doesn’t
count. Sure thing.

But, Dr. Rice says, the most important
thing is to exercise “a little common
sense, as well as practical wisdom.”

Given the nature of the season,
that suggestion is unlikely to be
widespread.

Hola mi
gente — Af-
ter months of
anticipation,
the Texas Supreme Court has finally
issued its ruling in the most recent
school finance case, Neeley v. West
Orange-Cove Consolidated Indepen-
dent School District, et al. Last
month, the court announced a 7-1
decision that affirmed in part and re-
versed in part the ruling of the Hon-
orable John Dietz of the 250th Dis-
trict Court. Dietz’s decision held that
the state’s system of school finance
violates Article VII, Section 1 and
Article VIII, Section 1-e of the Texas
Constitution.

The fact that the Supreme Court
stipulated that the Legislature has a
constitutional duty to change Texas’
system of school finance simply em-
phasizes the fact that we have had and
continue to have a moral duty to our
children to provide them the educa-
tion they need to succeed. The Court
acknowledged what is already well
known — the status quo is unaccept-
able because our schoolchildren are
being shortchanged and our property
taxpayers are being overburdened.

The Supreme Court reversed Judge
Dietz’s decision, ruling that the state
is not yet in violation of Article VII,
Section 1 of the Texas Constitution.

Article VII, Section 1 states, “A
general diffusion of knowledge be-
ing essential to the preservation of the
liberties and rights of the people, it
shall be the duty of the Legislature
of the State to establish and make
suitable provision for the support and
maintenance of an efficient system
of public free schools.”
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The school district appellees in the
case argued that the current school
finance system violates Article VII,
Section 1 because many of the school
districts do not have sufficient financ-
ing to provide all of their students
with a meaningful opportunity for a
constitutionally adequate education.
Though the Court did not find this to
be true, they warned of an impend-
ing constitutional violation and rec-
ognized that the system is “drifting
toward constitutional inadequacy.” It
is important to note that constitu-
tional adequacy constitutes far less
than what our children deserve. The
following is an enlightening quote
from the Court’s decision:

“Our responsibility in this case is
limited to determining whether the
public education system is ‘adequate’
in the constitutional sense, not in the
dictionary sense. That is, we must
decide only whether public education
is achieving the general diffusion of
knowledge the Constitution requires.
Whether public education is achiev-
ing all it should — that is, whether
public education is a sufficient and
fitting preparation of Texas children
for the future — involves political
and policy considerations properly
directed to the Legislature. Deficien-
cies and disparities in public educa-
tion that fall short of a constitutional
violation find remedy not through the
judicial process, but through the po-
litical processes of legislation and
elections.” (Majority opinion, at 7-
8. emphasis added)

Though the Court did not rule the
state in violation of Article VII, Sec-
tion 1, it is clear that Texas school
districts are not getting the resources

Por Ia Gente By State Rep. Chente Quintanilla

Supreme Court June 1 deadline calls
for quick action on education issue

they need to truly educate Texas chil-
dren. The Legislature has a moral
duty to ensure that “public education
is a sufficient and fitting preparation
of Texas children for the future.”
Nothing in the Court’s ruling should
be used as an excuse to do anything
less. The Court’s ruling indicates that
if we do not fix school finance soon,
then the system will again be open
to a constitutional challenge under
Article VII, Section 1.

The Supreme Court found that the
state is clearly in violation of Article
VIII, Section 1-e, noting that local
governments do not have meaning-
ful discretion to administer local
property taxes because the state has
de facto control of the levy, assess-
ment and disbursement of local prop-
erty taxes. The Court held that mean-
ingful discretion, though an “admit-
tedly imprecise standard,” in this case
is not a close question.

It is nothing new to say that rising
property taxes are a burden on the
hard working families we represent.
Our schools and property taxpayers
are treading water in a sea of failure
while the Legislature sits inactive.
The Governor needs to call us back
into special session today so we can
pass a school finance plan that fully
funds our schools and provides real
property tax relief for all our families.

I believe we must introduce a bi-
partisan plan to fully fund our public
schools and cut property taxes imme-
diately. The Court’s June 1, 2006
deadline just makes the need for the
Legislature to come together without
delay and address this issue. Your
friend and public servant, Chente for
la gente.
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Write stuff

Dear Editor:

The 2005 football season has come
to an end. Congratulations to the
Clint Lions for their great season.
This team from their small school
achieved this goal under the guidance
of Coach Martinez and his entire
staff. They played as a unit, each

player an important part. Coach
Martinez was not only the coach but
also a leader. He gave the team what
they needed to believe in themselves.
They played the larger schools with
“Lion Pride.”

They won some, lost some but
after each game they stood together
as a team, showed the Lions “L”
sign while the band played and the
fans joined in. They left the field

(SIGH) -

RE SHOULD
WHIEBEG\N?!"'

Over $30
million in
federal fund-
ing for local
| transporta-

tion projects
is on its way to El Paso, thanks to
three bills the House of Representa-
tives recently passed.

This funding will help meet exist-
ing needs and prepare our community
for the influx of soldiers and families
who will soon move to El Paso as a
result of the 2005 Base Realignment
and Closure (BRAC) round.

Due to BRAC, Fort Bliss will grow
by 11,500 troops, making it the larg-
est gainer of any base in military per-
sonnel, and the Army has announced
that they will move additional troops
to Fort Bliss over the next several
years as we close bases in Germany.
In the end, Fort Bliss is expected to
grow by over 20,000 new troops,
which means about 60,000 soldiers
and family members in all. These
troops and their families will have a
huge positive impact on our commu-
nity. New jobs will be created to sup-
port these new families, and it is es-
timated that the potential boost to our
economy is over $4 billion annually.

We have already begun preparing

for these families to ensure a seam-
less transition into our community. I
worked to include $12.8 million in
the Transportation Equity Act that
passed earlier this year to improve traf-
fic and mobility around Fort Bliss. This
funding will allow us to construct a
new section of highway and inter-
changes on the Inner Loop from Glo-
bal Reach to Loop 375, as well as three
other interchanges in the area.

I also worked to include $5 mil-
lion in the Military Quality of Life
and Veterans Affairs Appropriations
Act bill to construct a vehicle bridge
between Fort Bliss and Biggs Army
Airfield. This bridge will comple-
ment an existing overpass for which
I secured funding in 1999 and will
help ease traffic congestion that will
result when new troops assigned to
Fort Bliss begin moving onto Biggs
Airfield. Not only will this project
improve security at Fort Bliss by al-
lowing military members to move
throughout the post without entering
and exiting secured areas, it will also
improve public safety by keeping
traffic and military vehicles off El
Paso streets.

Another recently-passed bill, the
Transportation, Treasury, HUD, Ju-
diciary, and District of Columbia

with their heads held high know-
ing that they played hard and gave
their best. Isn’t that what sports is
all about? This team represented
their school with good sportsman-
ship and fair play.

Their last game was at Fabens
where they won the “Cotton Bowl
Trophy” and were not even men-
tioned on the sports page.

So to the Clint Lions, the small
school with the big heart, you are to
all of us who attended your games
our “Champions.” Thanks to all the
coaches and players of this 2005
team.

Barbara Kusserow
Westside El Paso

Dear Editor:
History plays a tremendous role in
future growth. There is both aggres-
sive and passive growth. History also
identifies and educates everyone
about one’s identity and culture. On
Dec. 7, 2005, the rededication of
Nuestra Senor de la Purisima Con-
ception de los Piros de Socorro del
Sur in Socorro, Texas took place.
Bishop Ochoa offered mass. Durable,
passive historical fulfillment also
took place. For the first time in many,
many years Socorro history has been
presented, the Piro/Manso Native
American descendants were present
to take part of their most deserved
role. They played their most scared
drum beat, and danced to it. Truthful
history cannot, should not and will
not disappear. The Piro’s imprint is
the Socorro Mission, and it stands out
in the heart of the town. How can
only a few know about this tribe?
More needs to be written about these
Natives, so people can be educated.
Piro Natives are agricultural people
who choose to be passive and resil-
ient, but they are very much alive and
here to stay. They are part of Socorro
and New Mexico history, and deserve
acknowledgments like any other tribe
in the United States.
Martha Trujillo
Mission Valley

Reyes Re pO I'tS By U.S.Rep. Silvestre Reyes

Federal funding keeps El Paso moving

Appropriations Act bill, includes:

* $2 million to Sun Metro to pur-
chase additional buses.

Many El Pasoans rely on Sun
Metro buses to travel throughout our
community; in fact, El Paso’s transit
system provides over 12 million trips
per year. This continued funding will
ensure that the city is able to purchase
the additional buses it needs to serve
our citizens. The new buses will be
easier to maintain, more reliable, and
more environmentally friendly, and
will complement the $3 million for
Sun Metro earlier in the Transporta-
tion Equity Act earlier this year.

* $1 million for the widening of I-
10. This project will add two inside
travel lanes from the Texas-New
Mexico state line to Transmountain
Road. Widening the highway from
the state line to Transmountain Road
will reduce congestion in a particu-
larly high-volume section, and ensure
that it will not become a traffic bottle-
neck.

Our community will grow in many
ways in the years to come. Through
projects such as these, we will ensure
that both life-long El Pasoans and
those new to our community have a
quality infrastructure and transporta-
tion system upon which they can rely.

What happens
when Santa
doesn’t come?

When I was growing up, my par-
ents didn’t have a lot of money. I
was nearly twelve before I realized
that not all moms and dads hold
down two or three jobs a piece.

I know my parents must have
dreaded Christmas. When you’re
little, everybody’s quick to tell you
that Santa Claus
brings toys only
to good little
boys and girls. If
you don’t get
much under the
tree on Christ-
mas morning,
you must have
done something
to get on the
wrong side of
Santa.

A tree was a
luxury we couldn’t always afford at
Christmas. But, until the year I
turned ten, there were always pre-
sents.

That year, 1964, things were
harder than usual. By then our fam-
ily had grown to include five chil-
dren, including me. My dad would
stay up late at night, adding, sub-
tracting, and dividing the bills in a
crazy kind of math that never gave
him the answers he wanted. About
two weeks before Christmas, my
mom took me aside. “Henry,” she
said, “you’re the oldest, so you
should know what’s happening. It
looks like we’re not going to be able
to buy any presents this year. I need
you to help your brothers and sis-
ters understand.” I nodded, but in-
side I was worried. How do you tell
a five year old that Santa won’t be
coming this year?

The next two weeks went faster
than I would have wanted. Sud-
denly, it was Christmas Eve. That
evening, my mom made her fa-
mous tamales and bunellas. Dad
read the Christmas story, and we
sang a few songs. But I noticed my
brothers and sisters weren’t as ex-
cited as usual. They’d been warned
days before that there were lots of
kids in the world, and the North
Pole toy factory was having a hard
time making all of the toys.

The next morning, as I was just
waking up, I heard my brother Nate
shout. I ran into the next room.
There, in the corner, was a Christ-
mas tree, standing about four feet
tall with shiny red, blue and yel-
low balls on it. But that wasn’t
what surprised me the most. Un-
der the tree were presents! There
were new coats, games, and dolls

By U.S.Rep. Henry Bonilla

for my sisters. Somehow, my par-
ents had found the money for Santa
to come. My throat tightened as 1
thought about the extra shifts mom
must have taken, and the nights
when dad could barely sleep before
heading off to the next job.

Now, 37 Christmases later, my
son and daughter have never gone
to sleep on Christmas Eve afraid that
Santa’s forgotten them. But that
doesn’t mean we haven’t tried to
show them what it’s like for other
children who aren’t as lucky as they
are. Every year,
Project “Any
Baby Can” here
in San Antonio
matches us with
a family that
doesn’t have
enough money
to give their
kids the Christ-
mas they de-
serve. The
families that
Project ABC
helps all have children with expen-
sive medical problems. One year,
our family was matched with a fam-
ily that had a boy my son’s age who
had muscular dystrophy. Our fam-
ily goes out and buys presents we
think the children (and their parents)
will like. We also bring them every-
day things like canned food or pots
and pans.

We’re not the only family who
plays Santa. Today, there are doz-
ens of charities that try to make
sure that “all” good girls and boys
have a Merry Christmas. They do
it not because of some rule or
regulation the government has
passed. They do it because they
care about their fellow Americans.
They are what Christmas and our
country are all about.

Loans Available

e Farms ¢ Ranches
¢ Rural Homes
e Livestock and Equipment

OUTHWEN
LXAS ACA

7 l Financing Today’s Texans

520 W. Catherine, Marfa
432-729-4351

Toll Free, All Offices:

800-663-2846

Other Statewide Offices:

* Devine * Pleasanton

¢ Edinburg ¢ San Antonio

* Hondo * Sonora

e Laredo * Uvalde
www.swtaca.com
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Moore Texas by Reger T. Moore The Houston Astrodome waos the
1st stadium in the world to instoll ortificial turd.
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Americas High School NHS makes national semitinals of Young Scholars Bowl

By Andrew Benitez
Special to the Courier

Six members of the Americas High
School National Honor Society at-
tended a national conference in
Washington D.C. from Nov. 11-13.
Officers Jennifer Rea, Fredrick
Rojas, Andrew Benitez, Michael
Pelech, Samantha Carreon, and
Gabriel Mendoza joined NHS Spon-
sor Denise Robles for the gathering
of NHS chapters from around the
world. Chapters from Puerto Rico,
Dominican Republic, Cuba, and Co-
lumbia were also in attendance.

During the three-day conference,
members attended lectures and en-
richment seminars by leading public

speakers and educators and also par-
ticipated in two competitions. Before
attending, members prepared a de-
scription of their annual service
project for the 2005-2006 school year
for the Outstanding Service Project
Award.

They also competed in the Young
Scholars Bowl, a fast-paced trivia
game toted as the “ultimate aca-
demic challenge.” In order to com-
pete, teams first had to take pre-
liminary written exams, with each
member testing in a separate aca-
demic subject.

After scores were tallied, qualify-
ing teams were invited to participate
in “Jeopardy” styled matches, in
which four teams (16 players) played
at once in 60-question rounds. Only

the highest scoring teams advanced
to the next round of play.

Members Gabriel Mendoza, An-
drew Benitez, Michael Pelech, and
Samantha Carreon dominated in the
first round, advancing with a first-
place finish. Fredrick Rojas joined
the team for the semifinals, in which
the team suffered a narrow loss to
high-scoring finalists.

During their stay, they were also
afforded the opportunity to experi-
ence the wonders of Washington D.C.
Students visited the Smithsonian
Museum of American History, the
Capitol, and the White House. These
icons of hope and freedom served as
the perfect backdrop for these future
leaders’ experiences in the nation’s
capitol.

— Photo courtesy Socorro ISD

The Americas High School National Honor Society from left to right:
Jennifer Rea, President; Samantha Carreon, Ways & Means; Michael
Pelech, Treasurer; Gabriel Mendoza, Historian, (Scholar’s Bowl Team
Captain); Andrew Benitez, Secretary; Fredrick Rojas, Vice President.

San Eli Skills USA catch the Christmas spirit

By Phillip Cortez
Special to the Courier

SAN ELIZARIO — It’s the sea-
son to be jolly, to get some much
needed rest from a first half of the

...

school year, to put on winter clothes,
and see smiling children on Christ-
mas day. In San Elizario, it’s the sea-
son of giving along with the receiv-
ing. But that doesn’t necessarily
mean giving money or presents. For
the San Elizario High School chap-

A holiday greeting from #
COV[QV@SSWMH Henry BOVli“d

=]
g 7
3

Dear Frienos,

I bope that this bo{ibay
season brings you and
yours all the joy on earth.

It has been my honor to
represent you for the [ast
twelve years and 1 look
forward to another
successful year for the
people of the 231
Congressional District.

ter of Skills USA, it means giving of
time and talent.

This is the time of year when stu-
dents in the Building Trades and Ad-
vertising & Graphic Design classes
shine, making Christmas a little more
special to the less fortunate in the San

..

)
S

N

Paid for and authorized by Texans for Henry Bonilla, Jill DeYoung Treasurer

Elizario community. By utilizing their
creative talents, students in Jose
Olivas’ Advertising and Graphic De-
sign class have been selling calendars,
cards, and t-shirts in order to raise
money to buy Christmas gifts. But the
items they have sold can’t be found at
your local Hallmark. These items are
all designed and produced by San
Elizario High School students.

“The objective is for us to teach
these students to learn to give and share
apart of themselves,” Olivas said. “It’s
not only about moneys, it’s the time they
put in and the talent they use.”

There are numerous ways to spend
a weekend, whether it’s watching
football, hanging out with friends or
spending time with family or simply
catching up on homework, yet it’ll
be San Elizario students in the Skills
USA program who are spending their
weekend spreading holiday cheer in

San Elizario. On Saturday, Dec. 17,
they will be decorating the San
Elizario Presidio Chapel. On Sunday,
Dec. 18, it’s off to the Lee Moor
Children’s Home in San Elizario,
making sure residents have a little
holiday cheer. Later in the week,
these same students will be making
sure that elementary students in San
Elizario get a gift for Christmas this
year, as well.

And what better way to deliver
holiday cheer than on a special sleigh
made especially for Santa Claus him-
self? Thanks to the students in Rafael
Cardoza’s Building Trades class, a
large sled big enough for the Big EIf
was constructed. Estimated at eight
feet long, the sled will more than
likely be placed atop a trailer so that
a truck could pull it en route to de-
liver toys to families in San Elizario.
Adorning the side of the truck will
be reindeer constructed out of ply-
wood, according to Olivas, complete
with antlers. The

— Photo courtesy San Elizario ISD
BIG RED RIDE — These students are assisting
Rafael Cardoza, background, prepare a flightless
version of the fictional North Pole transport.

Advertising and
Graphic Design
class will be paint-
ing both the rein-
deer and sled.
Olivas said
that although
Skills USA is
typically  for
competition, “we
still want to
teach them
strong social and
community ser-
vice skills.” And
with their latest
effort, it’s safe to
say that they will
most certainly
make the grade.

Fabens

From Page 1

Fabens and he was given blankets,
food and money by the group.

The adventure did not stop there,
as the group traveled on to New Life
Home, a foster home that is run by
Ralph and Judi Wright in nearby Tor-
nillo. The group took a turkey din-
ner as well as coke and pizza to share
with the 12 children that reside there.
At first the kids were apprehensive

about meeting this group from
Fabens but they soon warmed up.
The groups mingled and talked and
seemed to enjoy each others com-
pany. Ms. Wright said that seeing
other youngsters and communicating
with them was very special to her
charges. The Fabens group enjoyed
the trip so much that they want to go
back as soon as possible.

Fabens Senior Nallely Sotelo said
it felt so good to help others “that we
need to make this an ongoing year
round thing, not just for Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas.”

To ADVERTISE
CaLL 852-3235
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Briefs

From Page 1

Housing Authority. With an at-
tendance of over 350 seniors,
each was given gifts and cards
prepared by the students, who
also sang and performed for the
honorees.

B Canutillo residents will vote
Feb. 4 on a $39 million bond is-
sue to build two new elementary
schools and upgrade existing
campuses. Early voting will be-
gin at two locations Wednesday,
Jan. 18 and end Tuesday, Jan. 31.
They are: Canutillo Elementary
School, 651 Canutillo Ave., from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and the
Vinton fire station, 510 Vinton
Road, from 3-6 p.m.

B The Presidential Challenge to
middle school students to lead
healthy and active lifestyles has
the Sanchez Middle School stu-
dents stepping lively — at least
10,000 steps a day during the
“Live It, Step With-It, Fit It In”
program, which encourages the
low-impact form of exercise and
wise food choices. At a pep rally
on Dec. 15 the students will re-
ceive prizes and certificates of
participation.

B The First Baptist Church of
Horizon City will host their An-
nual Christmas Banquet on
Sunday, Dec. 10 at 17018
Darrington Rd. The event will
have a western theme and is
open to the public with tickets
available for $6 per adult, $3 for
children 10 and under. RSVP to
852-3027 or 852-2820.

B The 2005 Horizon City
Christmas Parade will be held
Dec. 17 at 10 a.m. The 2.5 mile
route will begin on Ryderwood,
eastbound to Darrington, then
south to Horizon Blvd., where
the procession will turn east and
eventually conclude at Carroll
T. Welch Middle School on
McMahon. Spectators are asked
not to approach parade partici-
pants while the parade is on-go-
ing. All participants are asked
to be at the staging area no later
then 8 a.m., on Ryderwood Ave.
between Horizon Heights El-
ementary School and Col. John
O. Ensor Middle School, and
along Ashford Street. Traffic
control and security will be pro-
vided by the Horizon City Police
Department, and the street depart-
ment personnel will secure the
route with traffic barricades, bar-
rels, and cones. Contact Edwin
Quifiones, Horizon City Director
of Public Works at 852-1046 for
information.

B A pancake breakfast will be
served at the St. Brendan’s Epis-
copal Church, corner of Horizon
Blvd. and Darrington, on Satur-
day, Dec. 17, 7:30 to 10 a.m. Or-
ganizers said they welcome the
community for breakfast before
the Horizon City Christmas Pa-
rade that morning. Cost is $3 per
plate.

B Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class
Roberto E. Acevedo, son of

Enriqueta and Fernando Acevedo
of El Paso County and his fellow
shipmates entered the U.S. 5th
Fleet area of operations to conduct
maritime security operations
(MSO) during a scheduled deploy-
ment while assigned to the am-
phibious transport dock USS Aus-
tin, homeported in Norfolk, Va.
Marines and Sailors of Expedition-
ary Strike Group Eight conducted
MSO in the Suez Canal. MSO
denies international terrorists use
of the maritime environment as a
venue for attack or to transport
personnel, weapons or other ma-
terials. USS Austin is a warship
that embarks, transports and lands
elements of a landing force for ex-
peditionary warfare missions.
Acevedo is a 2000 graduate of
Americas High School and joined
the Navy in July 2000.

B A Christ-centered recovery pro-
gram will be established in Hori-
zon City in the next few months.
Persons in the community with
twelve-step experience are invited
to help establish and participate in
the program. For more information
call 433-7727.

B The Mountain View High
School Lobo student council, as-
sisted by the homecoming court
candidates, the National Honor
Society and the Dan Team made it
a memorable holiday season for
many residents of their commu-
nity. During their annual Christmas
Colonias on Dec. 10, 62 families
were provided food and toys, 31
senior citizens received food and
blankets, and drawings were held
for turkeys and new heaters for
East Montana residents. Student
Council Advisor Elva L. Chavez
said all this community service
project was all student-led and

that preparations began early in

November.

Bl About 100 families with stu-
dents attending Hilley Elemen-
tary will be enjoying breakfast
compliments of Kiki Almanza,
chef at Carino’s Italian Restau-
rant and Loretta Ortiz, Commu-
nities in Schools coordinator,
on Dec. 20. Children of the
families will also receive gifts.
Ortiz said.

Bl The 14th Annual Navidad de
La Fe Luminaria Event and
Canned Food Drive will be 6 p.m.
to 10 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 17
on Scenic Drive, at the entrance
at Richmond Street and exit at
Rim Road. About 4,000
luminarias will be lighted and vol-
unteers will collect canned or
non-perishable food items, or
cash donations, to help El Paso
families in need. The event is free
and open to the public. Vehicles
may enter Scenic Drive at Rich-
mond on the eastside of the moun-
tain at 6 p.m.

B Detectives from the El Paso
Police Department’s Mission Val-
ley Regional Command Center
are asking for the public’s assis-
tance in locating a missing man.
On Nov. 30, 2005, 68-year old
Eloy Saenz was last seen leaving
his home at 804 Chapala Ct. as
he went out for a walk. Family
members have not seen or heard
from Saenz since that day. He is

described as a Hispanic male,
about five
feet tall, 120
pounds, me-
dium com-
plexion,
with short
gray or par-
tially gray
hair . Saenz
was last seen
wearing a
brown
sweater and
blue jeans. Anyone with informa-
tion on the whereabouts of Saenz
is asked to call Police Communi-
cations at 832-4400 or 1-800-
237-0797.

Eloy Saenz

B Detectives from the El Paso
Police
Department’s
Westside
Regional
Command
Juvenile In-
vestigative
Section are
asking for
the public’s
assistance in
locating a
missing ju-
venile. Beatriz Susana Sanchez
was reported missing from her
residence on Nov. 8, 2005. She
was last seen leaving her resi-
dence located at the 300 block of
Graphite Dr. in West El Paso.
Sanchez is described as five feet,
one inch tall, 140 pounds, with
brown hair and brown eyes. She
may be in the El Paso/Juarez area.
Anyone that may have seen
Beatriz Susana Sanchez is asked
to call Police Communications
immediately at 832-4400 or 1-
800-237-0797.

Beatriz Sanchez

UES principal Giron selected for program to help him help others

CANUTILLO — Hector Giron,
principal at Canutillo Elementary
School, has —
been accepted /;;'i- ?';\ .
into the Leaders x»!y/ \‘
for Teacher Pre- 4 prS=
paring Schools
(LTPS) project,
a program for Y
experienced
principals that | & & Y
will teach ad- [ 8 |
ministrators to [ i“'ﬂ"_\
facilitate, guide,
and improve
their role as a Professional Develop-
ment School.

The LTPS project will be held
throughout the coming year in Se-
attle, Washington, with the first ses-
sion in December at the Institute for

Hector Giron

Educational Inquiry. Leaders will
then meet for subsequent sessions in
February and April 2006, with the
culminating conference held in June.
“It is important for principals to en-
gage in projects such as this one to help
with the professional growth of begin-
ning teachers so that they can become
strong, knowledgeable educators and
remain in the profession,” said Giron.
The National Network for Educa-
tional Renewal is the sponsor for this
project to support principals of
“teacher-preparing schools” — also
called partner schools or professional
development schools. Funded by the
U. S. Department of Education, the
grant will provide year-long leadership
sessions for partner school principals

and teacher leaders nationwide.
— Contributed by Kim Guzman

Canutillo

From Page 1

purpose of the change would be to
alleviate overcrowding in the four
elementary schools.

This assumption, Padilla explained
in her presentation, was based on in-
formation about projected new hous-
ing additions from residential devel-
opers and observations.

New data on development in the
area and new observations and pro-
jections showed the intermediate
school concept was flawed and show-
ing overcrowding in a few years.

“Growth is not occurring as we ex-
pected,” Padilla said.

The revised plan calls for the two
middle schools, the second one be-
ing Alderete Middle.

Padilla also mentioned the con-
cerns of some parents at a recent
community meeting who asked the

district to “please reconsider” the
fifth- and sixth-grade plan. They
were concerned about the impact it
would have on their children.
Another factor favoring the two
middle school concept was that fact
that three years provides more stability
and offers a better time frame for youth
to develop relationships with others
and pursue various school activities.
Board members were concerned about
parity of facilities for the two middle
schools that would begin operation for
the 2006-07 school year. It was pointed
out that they couldn’t be equal, but could
be “comparable and equitable.”
Money to make them comparable
would come from money approved
by voters in the 2003 bond election.
The middle schools and the new
high school are only part of the an-
swer to providing for student growth.
Voters will be asked to approve a $39
million bond issue Feb. 4, 2006 to
build two new elementary schools
and upgrade current facilities.

BE THERE

THE BATTLE OF I=10

DECEMBER 17
7:05 PM

UTEP vs. NMSU

DON HASKINS CENTER

U

UTEP vs. PACIFIC

DECEMBER 20
7:05 PM

SPECIAL HALFTIME PERFORMANCE BY THE

ZOOPERSTARS

DON HASKINS CENTER

.(/3. >

Since 1906
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Williams’ sucker-punch knocks Jackson out of lineup

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

Somebody out there please help me out,I'm
a little confused about something.

I thought we were supposed to get smarter
as we got older.

I thought our knowledge increased as a result
of the years of education and life experiences.

But I guess some people still have a difficult
time making that transition to the next level.

Take UTEP star basketball player Jason Wil-
liams. He leads the team in scoring and is the
unquestioned leader of the team.

So a little more is expected from him. As a
leader, it kind of goes with the territory.

Being a leader is a test of manhood and ma-
turity — a test Williams failed miserably last
week.

I’m sure you’ve all heard of the incident.
Williams was involved in a four-on-four drill
during practice and freshman sensation Stefon
Jackson was running through the lane when
the senior took leave of his senses for a split
second and clocked Jackson — the old Detroit
Pistons-Indiana Pacers style — with a punch
he never saw coming.

Williams punched him so hard that Jackson’s
jaw was broken in two places. Now Jackson is
scheduled to miss six to eight weeks of action.

Man — I've heard of taking one on the chin
for the team but this is ridiculous.

For his monumentally moronic moment,
Williams was suspended from the team for an
undetermined amount of time by coach Doc
Sadler.

However, that undetermined amount of time
was later determined to be about a week.

Sadler announced on Monday that Williams
would rejoin the team immediately and would
play in this Saturday’s game against NMSU.

Now, people in El Paso are going to have
mixed emotions about the length of Williams’
suspension, which I have to admit, surprised me.

I see Sadler as a strict disciplinarian and I
thought Williams would be held out for at least
a couple games but after the Miners horren-
dous performance against Louisiana-Lafayette,
I guess Doc’s decision was made a lot easier.

This was Sadler’s second personnel action
with a team member this year. He kept
Tremaine Fuqua home when the Miners vis-
ited NMSU because of Fuqua’s work ethic and
attitude — or rather, his lack of it.

So what does this mean for the team?

The Miners are already without the injured
Kelvin Davis. Vernon Carr played some for the
first time against Louisiana-Lafayette but it’ll
take him time to get back into playing shape.

With Jackson out the Miners are hurting in
the depth department, but with both he and
Williams out, UTEP is a mere shell of what it
was at the start of the season.

Like Doc said about his tough schedule be-
fore the season started — it doesn’t matter who
you beat, it matters how many wins you can
put up.

It remains to be seen exactly how devastat-
ing Williams’ punch will be. But that one right
hand could cost the Miners dearly when it
comes to pick-and-choose time in March.

It will be interesting what kind of reception
Williams and Sadler will receive this Saturday
night. Most callers on the local talk-show cir-
cuit, the day Sadler reinstated Williams, were
heavily against the decision.

Most El Pasoans voiced their disapproval.
They thought the suspension of six days and
just one game was way too short to send any
kind of a message and was not fair to Jackson
— even though Jackson himself thought one
game was enough.

Even NMSU coach Reggie Theus, on Steve
Kaplowitz’s radio talk show, said if a player
on his team had done that he would have been
kicked off the team — end of story.

Theus said that Williams “sucker-punched”
Jackson and there was no room on his team
for anyone who would do that.

In Sadler’s defense, Jason Williams has been
amodel citizen since he joined the Miners. He
showed remorse the instant it happened. Stefon
Jackson has forgiven Williams and I’m sure
Doc would not have made his decision with-
out Jackson’s blessing.

Did Sadler do the right thing? Did Williams
learn anything from his actions? Will this en-

tire incident be forgotten a couple big victo-
ries from now? We will soon find out.

Oh, and just one more thing...

Jason, do me this one personal favor. Next
time you want to react to a player’s rough
play under the basket — make sure he’s at
least wearing a different colored jersey than
your own!

Horizon youth runs
in snow during

Rhode Island
championship race

HORIZON — Amilcar Galindo, a 7th
grader at Carroll Welch Middle School, ex-
perienced a drastic change in the weather
from his native El Paso County on Dec. 11
when he took the field in a group of almost
250 runners during 2005 USATF Cross
Country National Championship Midget
Boys Division in Smithfield, Rhode Island.

There was more than a foot of snow on
the ground and the temperature well below
freezing at racetime at Bryant University.

As the 246 runners gathered at the start-
ing line, they faced a 150-meter course, about
25-feet wide, that had been defined by three
previous races.

“(Amilcar) soon realized that the snow
packed up on the sides restricted his ability
to pass because of the large numbers of run-
ners,” said coach Dick Harshberger.

Still he finished in a very respectable 71st
place out of 246.

A longtime competitor in Junior Olympics,
even at age 12, Galindo is looking forward
to the 2006 season. He wants to thank Team
Bliss for making it possible for him to com-
pete in Rhode Island, Harshberger said.

Classified Ads

LEGAL TAPE DRIVE NETWORK Darrington Rd., 657 Winn Rd. in
FOR E-MAIL SUPPORT 855-1900, 851- Socorro, Texas.
SOCORRO SYSTEM CSP NO. 2091-fax, or it will Call 858-3857 for
INDEPENDENT CSP NO. 199-0111-6051 be sold at public appointment.
SCHOOL 199-0111-6045 auction for charges:  12/15
DISTRICT VIN -
VOICE MAIL Proposals will be IFMDU34X7WUB70575,
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Detailed
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above office be-
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Mondays
through Fridays
and on the Socorro
website:

NOTE: The District
be

lowing times: DISTRICTWIDE
WIRELESS  p.m.
WEDNESDAY, CARDS
JAN. 11, 2006 CSP NO.
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CABLING FOR CONFERENCE
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"CSP NO. 199-0111-6049
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17, 2005 through
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CSP NO. 199-0111-6050 trict will attempt to
199-0111-6044 be as responsive as
PROFESSIONAL possible during this
time.
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BARGAINS

CHRISTMAS
CHIHUAHUAS
Available on
Christmas Eve.
Deposit required,
non-refundable.
$150 each. 764-
9828 after 5 p.m.

12/15

DIAMOND EN-
GAGEMENT RING
- 3/8 carat diamond
w/8 small surround-
ing diamonds in
14K gold setting.
Diamond rated
S12/11. Size 7 or 8.
Originally $2,195,
asking $1,500. Call
252-0492.

COUNSELING
SERVICES

DAMIAN
MAUREIRA,
LCSW - Profes-
sional Counseling/
Therapy: Youth,
Adults, Marital,
Family. Health in-
surance and fee
scale accepted.

Ryan Supply, Inc/
Ace Hardware is
looking for an In-
ventory Coordina-
tor/ Office support
person to join our
team! Good math,
computer and
phone skills re-
quired. Please pick
up an application at
117 North Fabens
Street Fabens,
Texas (915) 764-
2239.

REAL
ESTATE

* VALLEY FARM
LAND
* FREEWAY LAND
* COMMERCIAL
LOTS/FABENS
* RESIDENTIAL
LOTS
* Adobe Home
With Pecan Trees
11423 Alameda
* Five-Acre Tornillo
Farm w/ City
Water
* Adobe Horse-
shoe Theater in
Historic San
Elizario
APODACA
LAND CO.
915-859-5472

Amilcar Galindo

SPECIAL By appt. at your AUTOMOTIVE HORIZON CITY *Many other
EVENTS home or office: REPAIR PLUMBING plumbing services
R.V. Dick Domestic and 852-1079 Licensed, bonded
Harshberger Foreign *Electric rooter and insured for
FREE - Scrap'book 915-852-9082 852-3523 service for sewers your protection.
Classes. Beginner )
1558 Oxbow, and drains
or advanced. For - ) )
) } Horizon City *Appliance
more information . .
BERT’S installation
call Aqua Brown at
525-4574 r-r-———-—"=>—"—"=>">"=—"="=—"™—"™=—"™>—"™—"7"™>7™77™— Bl
12/15 Ty T C
@%Z& WEST TExas COUNTY
SELF-HELP @IER .

&
KTIN

Persons who have

'SERVING ANTHONY, VINTON, CANUTILLO, EAST MONTANA, HORIZON, SOCORRO, CLINT, FABENS, SAN ELIZARIO AND TORNILLO

a problem with al-
cohol are offered a
free source of help
locally. Alcoholics

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

15 words - $5 per week; 35 words - $10 per week

Anonymous - call
562-4081 for infor-
mation.

1 2 3 4
Tiene problemas
con el alcohol? Hay 5 5 7 3
una solucion.
Informacion: 838-
6264. 9 10 1 12

(STOP HERE )
FOR $5 AD.

SERVICES " * ’
TRANSMISSION 16 17 18 19
OVERHAUL,
comenizado en 20 21 22 23
$280. Motor over-
haul, $650. Ambos
con garantir, 24 24 25 26 27
servicé disponel.
851-8779. Jose- 28 29 30 31
pregunto.
11/17-12/8

32 33 34 35

“Windshield
Ding —

I
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I
I
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I
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Gimme a Ring” West Texas County Courier Name:
JIFFY GLASS 14200 Ashford, Ste. C
REPAIR Horizon City, TX 79928 Phone:
Windshield Repair Deadline: Mondays
Specialists

Please print.Send form and
payment (no cash) to:

Contact Information:
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Comix

OUTONALIMB By Gary Kopervas

hoRENTS

OF
PNFTRUTH.

T LOVE YouU,

KiINDA, SORTA.

FlonNA..

©2005 by King Features Syndicata, inc. Wonld rights rasarved.
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AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

(YOU MUST BE GERALD'S
PARENTS. WELCOME
L TO OUR CLASS!

UH..WHY DON'T YOU )
SHOW THEM YOUR DESK/
M

HERE ITIS. THIS IS
WHERE I 51T ALL DAY.J

~

h |

UHH..JUST ONE

N

TION,DEAR.

hY

PRINCIPAL

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

P, WHATCHA DoInG
HONEY?

WATCHIN' THE
THREE STo0GES.

T GOT You BEAT...
.M WATCHIN' FOUR!!

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

HOW CUTE!OUT THERE H HUW<7Z
WAITIN® FOR ENOUGH SNOW I TUNE'S IN
TO TAKE THE FIRGT RUN A HER ROOM,
DOWNTHE HILL! e MILLIE --
° ™ | CAN
HEAR HER
MUSIC!

JOB
REQUIREMENTS
ACROSS
1 Summer stinger
5 Say “Hey!”
9 It rhymes with
doom!
14 Jamaican cultist
19 - podrida
20 Garfield’s pal
21 Slowly, to Sibelius
22 Field marshal
Rommel
23 Exclude
24 FARMER
WANTED!
27 Passe
29 Roman statesman
30 Mare’s morsel
31 Florida county
32 Darling dog
34 It's a long story
38 Gum gob
40 Musical syllables
41 GAS STATION
ATTENDANT
WANTED!
47 Actress Hagen
48 “_ Got Tonight”
('83 tune)
49 Air bear?
50 Buck’s “The Good
55 Most spirited
58 Descend upon
60 Stick
61 Tiller
62 Agitated state

63 Oklahoma city

65 Bristol brews

66 Novelist
O’Flaherty

68 TV's “Happy _”

71 Burn remedy

73 _and outs

74 MAIL CARRIER
WANTED!

79 Outlaw

80 Barbara of “Perry
Mason”

81 _ St. Vincent
Millay

82 Dweeb

83 Move like
molasses

85 Attempt

87 Stare salaciously

89 97 Across
ingredients

92 Weaken, in a way

94 Daydream

97 Brunch offering

99 Tantrum
100 Sedaka or Simon
101 Out-of-this-world
org.
103 “Hi, Horace!”
104 CHANDELIER
SALESMAN
WANTED!
110 Singer Davis
113 Paid player
114 Actor McGregor
115 Reunion attendee
116 “Zip- _ -Doo-Dah”
118 Wildebeest

120 Earl _ Biggers
123 Get teed off?
127 MILLINER
WANTED!

133 Privy to

134 Rod Stewart’s ex

135 Pageant prop
136 _ -friendly

137 Short on looks
138 Get sidetracked
139 Ski center

140 Pedestal part
141 _Hari

DOWN
1 Lumber
2 _mater
3 Skirt feature
4 Crystal-clear
5 _ Kippur
6 Train

7 Bonet or Whelchel

8 Riga resident
9 Day- _
10 Clerical abbr.

11 Indefinite pronoun

12 Henry the
Fowler’s son

13 New York river

14 Ump’s kin

15 Parched

16 Vow

17 Diacritical mark

18 Llama turf

25 Word with face or

heart
26 And others
28 Patriotic org.

©2005 King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

L°| WHO SAID | wAS
o| TALKIN® ABOUT
Wl

INCHES AND

WE’RE. GOOD
B 10 6O,
4 TINKER 1!

Sometimes, President needs a pony

By Don Flood

You may have seen that story re-
cently about Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld receiving a

pony.
True story. During a recent visit,
the Mongolians presented

Rumsfeld with his very own pony.
And it wasn’t even Christmas.
(Discussion questions: Should a

secretary of defense look a gift

pony in the mouth? Should he be-
ware of Mongolians bearing gifts?)

This, naturally, was treated as one
of those cutesy stories, with news-
casters laughing it up in between
their stories about the usual mayhem.

But then I heard President Bush
was going to visit Mongolia and I
thought: Whoa! This is a train
wreck.

Bush, I learned, would be the
first U.S. president to visit
Mongolia, and he would be doing
so shortly after Rumsfeld received
his pony.

Coincidence?

I think not.

I mean, I don’t recall any cam-
paign promises where Bush an-
nounced, “And I vow to go to
Mongolia and report back to the
American people about whether
there is in fact such a country.”

(You may have also seen the
news conference in China where
Bush tried to leave the stage but
couldn’t open the door. Further
proof that President Bush lacks a
clear exit strategy.)

I couldn’t help thinking: What
if Bush didn’t get his pony?

I began imagining how the pro-
tocol officer would have to handle
this problem.

“Mr. President, I wanted to go
over the ceremonial exchange of
gifts.”

“Way ahead of you, pardner. Got
my saddle right here.”

“Um, Mr. President, you’re not
going to need a saddle.”

“They’re giving me a saddle
too? Well, these are some fine free-

dom-loving folks here. Make sure
we invite them to the ranch. They
can watch me cut brush and ride
my pony.”

“I’m sorry, Mr. President, but
you’re not getting a pony.”

“Of course I'm getting a pony.
They gave Rummy a pony. They
have to give me a pony. They should
give me a whole herd of ponies.”

“No sir, since you are the presi-
dent, the Mongolian government
wanted to give you something
more in keeping with your status
as world leader.”

“Well, that sounds OK. What is
it?”

“A tea set.”

“A tea set? Why a tea set?”

“Because it’s a very great honor,
and you’re the first president to
visit Mongolia.”

“And I'm going to be the last one
if all they give out are lousy tea sets.”

“Mr. President, this is a genuine
Mongolian tea set, very beautiful.
A very high honor.”

“But I’ve got more tea sets
around the White House than I can
shake a stick at.”

“But none so beautiful, sir.”

“But you can’tride a tea set. You
can’t talk to a tea set.”

“There is much truth to what you
say, sir.”

“I was really looking forward to
having my own pony, someone I
could talk to about national and inter-
national affairs, someone I could trust.
Talk to anyone else in Washington and
it winds up in the papers.”

“Iunderstand, Mr. President, but
look on the bright side.”

“What'’s that?”

“You can talk to Secretary
Rumsfeld’s pony.”

I am happy to report, though,
that the president’s Mongolian visit
went just fine, and if Bush was dis-
appointed about not getting a pony,
he was too much of an old cow-
boy to show it.

(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc.

King Super Crossword

33 Salamander

35 Blue hue

36 Spiritual guide

37 Usher’s beat

39 Stained

41 Toby, for one

42 Neighbor of Idaho

43 Identical

44 A Karamazov
brother

45 Dwell

46 Sylvester’s
snooze

51 “Gotcha!”

52 Antique

53 Senator Lott

54 Musical Myra

56 Building wings

57 Jaclyn of
“Charlie’s Angels”

59 Declare

60 Cherish

62 Food fish

64 Actress Graff

67 Put down

69 Accounting abbr.

70 Murcia mister

72 Roger’s “77
Sunset Strip” co-star

74 Hyper

75 Quitter’s cry

76 Found out

77 “_Bull” (‘80 film)

78 Brink

79 Auction actions

84 Savage sort

86 Former Buffalo
Bills player Don

88 Rachel’s sister

90 Elated

91 Golfer Ballesteros

93 Short-timer

95 Survey

96 Joyce of “Roc”

97 Neighbor of
Molokai

98 Lapidus or Lewis
102 Began
105 Press
106 Beethoven’s
“Moonlight -
107 The _ 500
108 Remnant
109 Impressive lobby
110 “_ Pearl” (71 hit)
111 Mature
112 Romero or Franck
117 Sicily’s highest
point
119 “QB VII" author
121 Israel's Barak
122 Tabula _
124 Swenson of
“Benson”
125 Electrical measure
126 “Only Time” singer
128 Method
129 Atlas feature
130 Is for two
131 Actress Grey
132 Theater sign

Answer Page 6

1 2 I3 |4 5 |6 {7 |8 9 10 (11 12 |13 14 (15 |16 |17 [18
19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31
32 33 34 |35 |36 |37 38 39 40

41 |42 |43 44 |45 46
47 48 49 50 |51 |52 |53 |54
55 56 |57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64 65

66 67 68 68 |70 71 72 73

74 |75 76 77 78
79 80 81 82
83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 |91
92 93 94 95 |96 97 98
99 100 101 102 103

104 (105 [106 107 108 [109

110 111 [112 113 114 115
116 17 118 119 120 121 [122 123 124|125 (126
127 128 129 [130 |131 132 133
134 135 136 137
138 139 140 141
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Social Security Q&A &y rayvigi

Q: My husband died four years ago
and my three young children and I
have been receiving Social Security
survivors benefits. I am thinking of
getting married again. Will my chil-
dren continue to get Social Security
benefit payments if I remarry?

A: Yes. If you remarry, your minor
children will continue to get survi-
vors benefits based on their father’s
work record until they are 18 (or 19
if still in high school). But if you are
receiving survivors benefits because
you are caring for children, you will

not receive survivors benefits if you
remarry.

Q: Iwill be retiring next month. Can
you tell me about Direct Deposit?

A: Direct deposit is a fast, safe and
easy way to get your benefit pay-
ments. There is no worry about
checks being lost in the mail or sto-
len. You don’t have to take your pay-
ment to the bank to deposit it — the
payment is already there.

Q: Will I get an increase in my So-

cial Security benefit payments in
January 2006?

A: Each year, Social Security and
Supplemental Security Income
payments are adjusted for infla-
tion. The adjustments are called
cost-of-living adjustments, or
COLAs. For 2006, the COLA is
4.1 percent.

Q: Iwill be 66 years old next Febru-
ary and am planning to retire on my
birthday. Can you tell me what the
maximum Social Security retirement
benefit will be in 2006?

A: The maximum amount for 2006

for a person retiring at full retire-
ment age (65 years and 8 months
for those born in 1941) is $2,053.
This is based on earnings at the
maximum taxable amount for ev-
ery year after age 21. However, the
average retirement benefit amount
in 2006 for all workers is estimated
to be $1,002.

Q: What is the absolute earliest age
that I can begin receiving Social Se-
curity retirement benefits?

A: The earliest age at which a
worker can begin getting Social
Security retirement benefits is
62. The 1983 Social Security

Amendments included a provi-
sion for raising the retirement
age beginning with persons born
in 1938 or later, but do not af-
fect the minimum age for retire-
ment, still age 62. However, you
would receive a reduced benefit
if you elect benefits prior to your
full retirement age.

For more information visit your lo-
cal Security office, see www.ssa.gov
or call us at 1-800-772-1213. If you
have any questions that you would
like to have answered, please mail
them to the Social Security Office,
11111 Gateway West, Attn: Ray Vigil,
El Paso, Texas 79935.

7-DAY FORECAST FOR EL PAso, TX AccuWeather.com’
Thursday Thu. night Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
Fone Er - P % x‘} %4 4‘{\
et et
. Times of clouds Sunshine and some Sunshine; windy, .
High clouds Rather cloudy Mostly cloudy Partly sunny and sun clouds colder Sunshine
55° 34° 53° 35° 55° 33° 60° 33° 60° 26° 50° 25° 49° 26°
RealFeel RealFeel RealFeel RealFeel RealFeel RealFeel RealFeel RealFeel
60° 29° 47° 25° 48° 23° 56° 25° 57° 11° 39° 23° 50° 28°

The patented RealFeel Temperature® is AccuWeather's exclusive index of the effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine, precipitation, and elevation on the human body.

WEATHER TRENDS THIS WEEK

Temperatures Precipitation Sun Moon Last
Rise Set Rise Set 7
Thu. 6:58 a.m. 5:03 p.m. | Thu. 4:59 p.m. 711 am. %
Fri. 6:59 a.m. 5:04 p.m. | Fri. 5:55 p.m. 8:08 a.m. 12/23
Sat. 6:59 a.m. 5:04 p.m. | Sat. 6:54 p.m. 8:57 a.m.
Sun. 7:00 a.m. 5:05 p.m. | Sun. 7:53 p.m. 9:39 a.m.
Mon. 7:01 am. 5:05 p.m. | Mon. 8:51 p.m. 10:15 a.m.
Tues. 7:01 am. 5:05 p.m. | Tues. 9:48 p.m. 10:46 a.m.
e ] Wed. 7:02 a.m. 5:06 p.m. | Wed. 10:43 p.m. 11:13 am.
Normal Nermal Nermal Normel Mosmal Novmal Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2005
REGIONAL CITIES U.S. CITIES
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Thursday Friday Saturday
City HI LO W H LO W HI LO W HI LO W City HI LO W H LO W HI LO W
Abilene, TX 57 32 s 48 31 r 42 34 s 54 33 pc Atlanta 42 33 r 52 34 pc 49 34 pc
Albuquerque, NM 45 22 pc 45 26 pc 47 26 pc 49 25 pc  Boston 34 28 pc 36 31 sn 40 28 pc
Amarillo, TX 40 19 S 36 26 pc 44 26 s 50 24 s Chicago 32 24 sf 28 18 sf 28 14 sf
Austin, TX 62 34 pc 52 36 r 47 36 c 51 36 pc  Denver 33 5 pc 28 7 pc 33 12 pc
Browns(\sille, IPS( gz ?O pc Sg ?S sh gg g? r gg ?g sh Detroit 32 26 sn 30 22 sf 30 18 sf
Dodge City, 7 pc pc s pc
Jackson, MS 53 32 pc 54 33 pc 49 34 r 50 38 r Houton 64 38 pe 60 45 ¢ 2 %8
polis 39 24 s 30 23 sf 35 21 pc
Laredo, TX 65 42 pc 54 42 r 55 46 s 63 48 c Kansas City 38 20 pc 32 20 pc 30 18 pc
Little Rock, AR 53 29 pc 51 27 pc 45 31 sh 50 31 pc o o4 48 o6 48 6 50
Lubbock, TX 48 24 s 48 32 r 46 28 pc 42 20 s 0S Angeles pe pc pc
Memphis, TN 48 31 pc 52 30 pc 48 35 pc 50 33 pc Miami 80 65 't 78 66  sh 77 68  pc
Midland, TX 50 30 s 48 32 r 50 33 s 60 29 pc Minneapolis 26 16 sf 21 11 sf 19 7 sf
Pueblo, CO 40 5 pc 35 8 pc 40 12 pc 45 12 s NewOrleans 59 40 ¢ 57 43 pc 57 45 r
Roswell, NM 52 25 pc 46 26 r 50 26 s 61 26 pc New York City 34 30 sn 41 32 sn 40 24 pc
St. Louis, MO 40 28 pc 34 23 pc 32 22 pc 43 26 i Omaha 34 18 sf 30 16 pc 36 18 pc
San Antonio, TX 60 34 pc 55 38 r 50 42 c 54 40 pc  Phoenix 67 43 pc 67 43 pc 66 42 s
Texarkana, AR 59 31 pc 44 31 pc 35 35 sn 47 35 s San Francisco 56 44  pc 56 46 pc 56 47  pc
Waco, TX 64 36 pc 50 33 r 44 36 r 53 38 s Seattle 40 28 c 42 30 pc 44 34 c
Wichita, KS 44 20 pc 42 21  pc 42 26 s 38 22 ¢ Washington 36 32 sn 44 30 pc 44 26 pc

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

The Perfect Gift for
the Holiday Season

TIHL

Retail Value

FREE

(2 "p“

g
g
>

EXCEPTIONAL VALUE!

Lightweight and powerful
homeowner saw.

MS 170 Chain Saw

J LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Purchase a STIHL Chain Saw and get this
carry case, hat, and spare chain for... pu"

$65(B)l9E-SRP Case W‘th
chase 0
ms 170!

il Value
ReE31.99

- JUST
=y ‘34¥
| with purchase of a E
* Available on select saws. See dealer for details.

STIHL - 8,000 Dealers Nationwide!
El Paso, TX

Dyer Cycle
4501 Dyer
(915) 566-6022

*169%

Available at participating dealers.

SAVE o

3

Fabens, TX

Ryan Supply, Inc.
117 North Fabens
(915)764-2239

AreyoureadyforaS7T/HL'?

ABM4WTCC-21-61855-5

stihlusa.com



