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Opera is where a guy gets stabbed in the
back, and instead of bleeding, he sings.

— Quips & Quotes

See BRIEFS, Page 8
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Poetry slam
The Lower Valley Branch Library will be
hosting a poetry slam for teens and young
adults featuring poet and writer Emmy
Perez, a New York Foundation for the Arts
Fellow who has published a book of po-
etry entitled Solstice as well as numerous
other works in publications such as the
New York Quarterly and the North Ameri-
can Review. Poetry slams are open mic
forums designed to give budding poets an
opportunity to share their works with oth-
ers. The poetry slam will be held on
Wednesday, May 24 at 4:30 p.m. at the
Lower Valley Library, 610 N. Yarbrough.
The program is free and open to the pub-
lic. For more information call 591-3391.
The poetry series We The Poetas is spon-
sored in part by the National Endowment
for the Humanities’ program, We the
People. The El Paso Public Library re-
cently received a grant from the NEH to
produce programs that explore the immi-
grant experience in the U.S.

Fatal carwreck
Special Traffic Investigators of the El Paso
County Sheriff’s Office are investigating
a traffic accident that occurred on Sunday,
May 21 on I-10 west near mile marker 45
in East El Paso County. The male driver
of a 1992 green Mazda, 26-year-old
George Ybarra of the 3000 block of
Yarwood in El Paso, was reportedly trav-
eling the wrong way, east in the inside
westbound lane of Interstate 10 near mile
marker 45, when the car struck a tractor
trailer traveling westbound. The driver of
the Mazda apparently attempted to avoid
the head on collision as the vehicle im-
pact was right front to right front. Upon
contact the fuel tank from the tractor trailer
ruptured causing both vehicles to catch on
fire. Upon arrival deputies said that both
vehicles involved were fully engulfed in
flames. The passenger of the Mazda was
thrown from the vehicle and was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. Both occupants
of the tractor trailer managed to escape the
burning truck without any injuries.

In other news
� There is currently a one-year, unexpired
vacancy on the SEISD Board of Trustees
that runs through May 2007. Any regis-
tered voter residing in the school district
that is interested in being considered to be
a member of the Board of Trustees needs
to submit a letter of interest by June 15,
2006 to the Superintendent’s Office at P.O.
Box 920, San Elizario, Texas 79849, or stop
by between the hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
1050 Chicken Ranch Rd, San Elizario,
Texas 79849. For further information con-
tact Margie Medina at 872-3900.

� Lisa Kay Eveler, a 2006 senior at Clint
High  School,  has  been  named  an

Gov. Rick Perry has signed into law House
Bill 2, legislation that dedicates future revenue
increases to sustain the $15.7 billion property
tax cut passed by the legislature.

“I am proud today to sign legislation that
protects Texans tax cuts for years to come,
House Bill 2,” Perry said. “For too long, Tex-
ans have paid some of the highest property
taxes in America, in spite of significant tax cuts
authorized by the legislature in recent years.
But that’s about to change. This time Texans
will get both tax rate relief and tax rate reform.”

Perry thanked state Rep. Jim Pitts of
Waxahachie who authored the legislation and
participated in the bill signing. State Sen.
Tommy Williams of The Woodlands, who

Gov. Perry signs taxpayer protection bill
sponsored the bill in the Senate, also partici-
pated in the bill signing.

Included in the school finance legislation:
• Every new dollar generated by the reformed

business tax, the increase in the cigarette tax
and new anti-fraud measures related to the sale
of used vehicles will be directed to sustained
property tax relief. (HB 2)

• After the school property tax rate is lowered
to one dollar, two-thirds of the dedicated rev-
enue will go to further lowering property tax rates
and one-third will go to schools. (HB 2)

• School districts can raise the tax rate only
four cents at one time. Beyond that, if local
leaders want more money from taxpayers, they
have to get voter approval. Under current law,
local school boards can raise tax rates by six
cents every year voters approval. (HB 1)

• If appraisal creep yields more revenue than
voters have authorized, school districts must

automatically seek voter approval to keep it. This
provision will not lower the cap on appraisal in-
creases but it caps the amount of money school
districts can receive from higher appraisals with-
out a vote of the people. (HB 1)

School finance legislation passed by the leg-
islature will:

• Give every Texas teacher a $2,000 pay
increase and improve the teacher merit pay
program.

• Invest millions of new dollars into dropout
prevention and college readiness efforts.

• Reform the franchise tax to close loopholes,
reward employers for creating jobs and invest-
ing in employee benefits, and mandate that
businesses that hire illegal immigrants will pay
higher taxes.

For more information on this bill and school
finance legislation is available at
www.governor.state.tx.us.

By Kathy Walt
Special to the Courier

SAN ELIZARIO — All the ingredients were
there for a successful Daddy Day Splash Down,
a day of fun in the sun at Loya Primary School.
First, you had terrific weather, not a cloud in
the sky and the mercury rising above 90 de-
grees. Next you had an abundant supply of

— Photo courtesy San Elizario ISD

FUN WITH DAD — Pre-K student Armida Velarde knows how to have safe fun in the water
thanks to Daddy Day Splash Down at Loya Primary School, Monday, May 22, 2006.

By Phillip Cortez
Special to the Courier

Loya has fun in the sun with a good purpose
water, pools, and enough food to feed a small
army of pre-kindergarteners. But the most im-
portant ingredient last Monday was the strong
attendance by all the fathers that took part in
the festivities.

It was also the perfect time to introduce pool
safety, as children throughout the district will
be letting out for summer vacation this week,

See SPLASH, Page 4

By Laura Cade
Special to the Courier

Robert Mendoza

EAST EL PASO COUNTY — Clint ISD
trustees announced at the regular board meet-
ing on May 16 that Robert F. Mendoza will be

filling the position of
Assistant Superinten-
dent for Personnel Ser-
vices. He has held a
similar position in this
district and in Canutillo
ISD in the past.

Mendoza is now the
Principal at East Mon-
tana Middle School
and has been with the
district for 12 years. “It
will be hard to replace
Mr. Mendoza as the

Principal of East Montana Middle School, but
we are happy to have him in this position,”
said Superintendent Ricardo Estrada.

“It is an honor to be given this opportu-
nity to the serve the district in this capacity.
I am looking forward to it but at the same
time it is hard to leave East Montana Middle,”
said Mendoza. He will fill the vacancy left
by James Kelch who will retire in June.

Clint ISD names principal
Assistant Superintendent
of Personnel Services

EAST EL PASO COUNTY — An SISD stu-
dent is the winner of the state poster contest
commemorating Arbor Day. Alejandra Flores’
poster was judged number one out of 6,000
entries. As part of a ceremony on April 28,
Flores had a tree planted in her honor at Chester
E. Jordan Park, the park neighboring Jane A.
Hambric School.

“I never thought this would happen,” Flores
says. “I was so shocked when my teacher told

By Carlos A. Briano
Special to the Courier

Hambric student wins state Arbor Day Poster contest
me I won. I’m definitely going to keep taking
art classes.”

“I was so happy for Alejandra,” said Hambric
art teacher Joan Jameson. “I’m so proud of her.
Her art just took off. She does beautiful work
and it shows.”

The contest is sponsored by the Texas For-
est Service for Arbor Day, the day the nation
celebrates all the things trees give us. Flores’s
poster beat out thousands of posters submitted
by fifth graders throughout Texas. This year’s
theme was “Trees are Terrific in all Shapes and
Sizes.”

“Alejandra wins a framed copy of her poster,

a $500 savings bond and many other educa-
tional prizes and gift certificates,” said Pete
Smith, a forester for the Texas Forest Service.
“It’s really a fun day for her and we love to
honor the winner in front of her peers.”

A special tree-planting ceremony was orga-
nized by the El Paso Parks and Recreation
Department on April 28. Present at the cer-
emony were Socorro ISD Superintendent Dr.
Robert J. Durón, Eastside Councilman Presi
Ortega, Director of Parks and Recreation Dr.
Norman Merrifield, Director of El Paso Water

See TREE, Page 4
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Gettin’ hitched
Weddings

are some-
thing else, an
event aside, a

microcosm of society.
In whatever culture they happen to

occur, weddings have rituals of vary-
ing degrees of complexity and ex-
pense, depending on how wealthy
you or your relatives happen to be
and on how much you are willing to
suffer.

Two of my kids have taken the
plunge, so to speak, and both of these
weddings were just really nice affairs.
Two down, two to go. No complaints
here.

My son was married last year on
deck a riverboat and as he strolled
onto the boat there were several
good-natured comments about his
“walking the plank.” His bride, be-

ing as level-headed as she is beauti-
ful, handled the whole thing nicely
— plenty enough class to be remem-
bered forever but not so much class
that the memory of paying for it
would leave a bad taste in the mouth.
And most of the guests were imme-
diate family and close friends so they
were there for all the right reasons.
This is important to having a good
wedding.

My oldest daughter kept her feet
solidly on dry land last weekend,
tying the knot with a beautiful
young man in the picturesque yard
of a friend’s historic home near
Lincoln, N.M. Being the frugal
sort, she did her own flower ar-
rangements, an array of beautiful
white and red roses, and family and
friends did the cooking.

The other decorations were cour-

tesy of mother nature and she also
did quite a nice job, I must say.

Weddings are, however, among
my least favorite events as Ameri-
cans tend to conduct them. They
can sometimes become like funer-
als in which the spending gets in-
fluenced by emotion and all com-
mon sense gets left in the dust. It’s
like the size of the price tag is some
kind of indication of how much we
care.

All too often weddings are waste-
ful, stressful, cruel and a disaster just
waiting to happen. Way too much ten-
sion. People get all bent out of shape
over non-issues, stressed over things
that just don’t matter and in general
muddy the water around those few
moments that should be utter joy be-
tween two people.

I like births much better. Babies are
soft, cute and they can’t talk.

Before and after a wedding,
people like to give all kinds of cri-
tiques, from simply picky to down-
right crude, and if the happy couple
could hear them all, they would be
happy no more. Everybody has an
opinion on flowers, on music, on

whether or not “traditions” were
kept — never mind whose they are
or why they existed in the first
place — on why there were only
two in the wedding party instead
of four, and offer commentary on
the color scheme, food and guest
list. There’s always lots of specu-
lation on why someone showed up
— or didn’t.

To be a bride you must be either
exceptionally brave or exceptionally
naive. You have voluntarily made
yourself the centerpiece of an already
tense occasion, knowing that every
single inch of you is going to be scru-
tinized under a microscope and dis-
cussed at length later. No pressure!
Better hope no hair slips out of place,
no button comes undone, and that
your dress doesn’t fit too tight or too
loose.

But no matter how tenuous things
may get during weddings in our cul-
ture, there was a recent story out of
Africa that makes even the most
boorish of behavior I’ve ever wit-
nessed seem downright loving in
comparison.

During a wedding in Harare three

Zimbabwe men crashed the party and
abducted the groom, who, inciden-
tally, was their father.

These brave sons were brandish-
ing axes and knives, which they
waved around at the guests as they
bundled their father off into a wait-
ing car and sped away.

They said their father would be
committing bigamy if he went
through with the wedding. They said
he had been neglecting their mother,
his other wife. No kidding?!

Now with the groom so notice-
ably absent, they couldn’t have a
wedding, so they did the next best
thing. The pastor stood up and said,
well, since we’re all here, we might
as well go ahead and have a church
service, enjoy the food and give
gifts. The Sunday Mail quoted the
pastor as saying, “I am going to
give my gift and say ‘God bless
this family.’”

It didn’t specify which family he
was referring to.

This wedding ended as too many
a wedding will after a disagreement
with new in-laws.

The bride left in tears.

This week-
end we cel-
ebrate Me-
morial Day
— the annual

holiday that honors the men and
women who gave their lives for our
country. Since military operations
began in Iraq and Afghanistan, this
holiday has sadly gained more mean-
ing and poignancy for many across
the country. Many communities, in-
cluding El Paso, have lost young sol-
diers who were serving overseas, and
we hold the families of these fallen
servicemembers in our hearts.

I am also working in Congress to
serve these families, as they have re-
cently been the subject of senseless
protests that inspired legislative action.
The Respect for America’s Fallen
Heroes Act

Organized protests have occurred
throughout the United States at the
funerals of soldiers killed while serv-
ing in Iraq and Afghanistan. In addi-
tion to verbally abusing military
families during their time of need,
some protesters have even held signs
that read “Thank God for IED’s” and
“Thank God for Dead Soldiers.”

Making progress
I served as the lead Democratic

sponsor of legislation, known as the
“Respect for America’s Fallen He-
roes Act” to limit these protests and
protect families from such senseless
attacks — legislation that just passed
the House of Representatives with
strong bipartisan support. Along with
my colleague Rep. Mike Rogers (R-
Michigan) and other members of the
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee,
we introduced a bill to restrict dem-
onstrations during and 60 minutes
prior to and after funerals, and im-
posing a 500 foot restriction on pro-
tests, to ensure that military families
can hold dignified funerals for their
loved ones, as well as protect our
freedom of speech.

I hope the Senate quickly passes the
Respect for America’s Fallen Heroes
Act — we must ensure that the fami-
lies of those who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice on behalf of our nation
are able to say goodbye to their loved
ones and mourn their loss in peace.
TRICARE

In the fiscal year 2007 budget re-
quest, the Administration proposed to
increase user fees, drug co-payments
and deductibles for military retirees

under age 65 enrolled in the
TRICARE health care network. For-
tunately, my colleagues and I on the
House Armed Services Committee,
and in the Congress as a whole, dis-
agreed. It is unconscionable to try to
save money on the backs of our
nation’s veterans. Our final bill re-
versed each of those proposals, and
increased basic military pay by 2.7
percent, which is half a percentage
point more than the Administration
sought in their budget request.

Especially during a time of war, it
is important that Congress support
our servicemembers and veterans.
We can never fully re-pay a soldier
for putting his or her life on the line
like many young men and women are
doing today in Iraq and Afghanistan,
but these benefits and pay increase
do help them and their families.

I hope that this attention to our
veterans will continue throughout the
year, beyond Memorial Day. Some
veterans still lack the quality health
care, livable wages, retirement ben-
efits or survivor benefits they have
earned, and by continuing to fight for
our nation’s heroes, we will personify
the true meaning of this day.

Por la Gente By State Rep. Chente Quintanilla

Hola, mi
gente. This is
your friend
and public
servant com-

ing to you with some good news from
Austin. Namely, we just finished the
special session with what we con-
sider a great success. It took us a
while to get it done — including
years of hard work — but we suc-
ceeded in lowering property taxes,
we reformed the franchise tax and we
are on the verge of improving public
schools in our great state.

Not only are we improving the
schools, but we’re making them
tougher. For instance, high school
students in Texas will be required to

Texans get property tax relief
take four years of science and math
starting in 2007, and public school
curricula has been aligned to improve
student performance when they go to
college. To improve student scores,
we’ve poured more than $275 mil-
lion a year to fund advanced high
school programs, including a fourth
year of math and science and drop-
out prevention programs to help keep
our kids in school.

But, the best news is that we will
be able to provide a $2,000 state-
funded pay increase for teachers,
counselors, librarians and nurses.
Local school districts may provide
even higher increases for teachers
with new money under what is being
called “local enrichment.” This

money is meant to encourage and
reward teaching excellence by giv-
ing local school districts the ability
to create incentive plans to increase
teacher performance of those who
work in hard-to-staff schools or who
teach understaffed subjects. Starting
this next school year, a state incen-
tive program will provide $100 mil-
lion in incentive payments to high
poverty schools to help close
achievement gaps.

You could say that this final spe-
cial session that was called to fix the
public school financing system was
the cornerstone of our efforts. We
managed, in just 30 days to pass a

record property tax cut of more than
$15.6 billion for fiscal years 2007 and
2009. The $1.50 property tax rate will
be cut to $1.33 per $100 valuation in
2007 and $1 per $100 valuation in
2008. This means that for a home
valued at $150,000, the tax burden
will drop from $2,250 to $1,500 —
an annual savings of $750. One could
say that the success of this special
session decreases the property tax
burden substantially and raises after-
tax income for Texas families, help-
ing increase a family’s net worth.

In fixing our public schools, we
were also able to fix the broken
business tax system. Because the
school funding onus falls dispro-
portionately on homeowners and
on some employers, the new sys-
tem eliminates tax loop holes
which had been used by businesses
for decades to lower their tax bur-
den. This means that all Texas cor-

porations and business partner-
ships earning more than $300,000
per year will pay one percent of
their profits into our state’s coffers.

However, we also increased the
small business exemption, which
means that all sole business owners
of any size and all small businesses
earning less than $300,000 are ex-
empt from business taxes. This
doubles the current exemption of
$150,000. Businesses that owe
$1,000 or less are also exempt from
filing.

I feel that this is an important and
necessary step and it’s time that we
concluded this morass. Thank you
for sticking by me during this dif-
ficult time, and rest assured that
now we can get on with the order
of conducting our business know-
ing that we have finally fixed our
school funding problem — Chente
por la gente.
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Eye on D.C.  By U.S. Rep. Henry Bonilla

Freedom. That one simple word
defines the United States of America.
Freedom makes our nation great and
makes Americans’ lives the best in
the world. But we must never forget
that freedom is not free. We owe our
freedom to the heroes who died on
the beaches of Normandy, Inchon and
Okinawa, the jungles of Vietnam, the
trenches of France and the deserts of
North Africa and the Middle East.

Memorial Day is a special occa-
sion for us to remember these sacri-
fices, celebrate the privilege of free-
dom and to say thank you to those
whose sacrifices have made our free-
dom possible.

In 1866, 140 years ago, the first
official Memorial Day celebration
was held in Waterloo, New York, fol-
lowing the conclusion of the Civil
War. Inspired by local observances
held in both Northern and Southern
towns across America, in 1868, Gen-
eral John A. Logan of the Grand
Army of the Republic, an organiza-
tion of former sailors and soldiers,
declared that, “The 30th of May,
1868, is designated for the purpose
of strewing with flowers, or other-
wise decorating the graves of com-
rades who died in defense of their
country during the late rebellion, and
whose bodies now lie in almost ev-
ery city, village, and hamlet church-
yard in the land. In this observance

A day worth remembering
no form of ceremony is prescribed,
but posts and comrades will in their
own way arrange such fitting services
and testimonials of respect as circum-
stances may permit.” Thus, the act
of decorating the graves of fallen sol-
diers from the Civil War, began what
was originally known as Decoration
Day. However, the name is not the
only way the holiday has changed
since it began.

By the end of the 19th Century,
Memorial Day was being celebrated
in many communities across the U.S.
Following World War I, Memorial
Day observers began to honor those
who had died serving their country
in all of America’s wars. In 1918,
while working at the YMCA Over-
seas War Secretaries’ headquarters,
Moina Michaels read John McCrae’s
poem In Flanders Fields in the La-
dies Journal. She was inspired by the
final verse which reads, “To you from
failing hands we throw the Torch; be
yours to hold it high. If ye break faith
with us who die, we shall not sleep,
though poppies grow in Flanders
Fields.”

Michael’s vowed to always wear a
red poppy in remembrance of those
who died serving their nation. Those
around her took notice of this small
but remarkable gesture and the tra-
dition spread. Her campaign to make
the poppy a symbol of tribute and

support for
veterans was
tremendously
s u c c e s s f u l
and was later
adopted not
only in the U.S., but in England,
France, Australia and more than 50
other countries.

Ever since 1948, all available sol-
diers of the elite 3rd U.S. Infantry,
commonly known as The Old Guard,
conduct a traditional “Flags-in”. This
custom involves placing American
flags in front of the gravestones and
columbarium niches of every service
member buried or interned at Arling-
ton Cemetery. The Old Guard patrols
the cemetery throughout the Memo-
rial Day weekend to make sure each
gravesite remains decorated and hon-
ored with a flag. Thousands of
Americans gather at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery on Memorial Day
for a wreath laying ceremony at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, an
emotional and patriotic ceremony.

This Memorial Day, while you en-
joy the long weekend with family and
friends, let us remember the reason
for this special holiday. Let us show
our gratitude not only to those who
have lost their lives serving this great
country, but also those who are cur-
rently serving the United States of
America.

Income Average
In 2005 Dollars Tax Saving

$10,000 - 20,000 $         2

$20,000 - 30,000 9

$30,000 - 40,000 16

$40,000 - 50,000 46

$50,000 - 75,000 110

$75,000 - 100,000 403

$100,000 - 200,000 1,388

$200,000 - 500,000 4,499

$500,000 - $1,000,000 5,562

Over $1,000,000 41,977

SOURCE: TAX POLICY CENTER

HOW MUCH WOULD YOU
SAVE UNDER THE PLAN?

The tax
p r o p o s a l s
passed this
special ses-
sion continue

the 10 year pattern in both D.C. and
Austin of the “Great Texas Tax
Shift,” where the wealthiest Texans’
taxes are shifted onto the backs of
middle and low income families and
budgets for key programs like the
Children’s Health Insurance Program
(CHIP), college loans, and public
education get cut.

The total tax relief in the Perry Tax
Plan to Texans who make less than
$54,000 is zero. In fact, those Texas
families will pay $7 million more in
net taxes. For Texans who make more
than $100,000, their taxes are cut a
total of $920 million net.

After 10 years of the Bush era in
Texas and six in D.C., we now know
the pattern: tax cuts for the wealthy
few, budget cuts for you, and defi-
cits as far as we can see. During this
era, Grover Norquist Republicans
have worked every session to shift
taxes from wealth to work, from the
rich to the middle class. Norquist is
famous for saying “[my] goal is to
cut government in half in 25 years,
to get it down to the size where we
can drown it in the bathtub.” What
Texans need to know is that our chil-
dren are in Grover’s bathtub.

How does this work? Under Bush

The great Texas tax shift
and Perry tax plans, wealthy donors
get big tax cuts, middle class fami-
lies get the price of a tank of gas, then
the resulting cuts
to budgets de-
stroy programs
like CHIP that
benefit millions
of working Tex-
ans.

In 2003, Re-
publicans bal-
anced the state
budget on the
backs of children
by cutting CHIP,
Medicaid, and af-
ter school pro-
grams. As of this
April, over
213,000 children
have been kicked
out of CHIP.
Texas already had
the highest rate of
uninsured children in the U.S. with
21 percent lacking health care cov-
erage — dramatically higher than the
national rate of 12 percent.

The result of the tax shift and pro-
gram cuts is that income has steadily
become concentrated in the hands of
the wealthy. Texas started the 21st
Century with the greatest income in-
equality in the nation between the
richest 20 percent of income earners
and the middle 20 percent.

The Texas model has moved to
D.C. Just this month, Senate and
House Republicans agreed upon and

voted out a tax
cut package that
overwhelmingly
favors the
wealthy. To see
how much you
will save under
the new tax cuts,
check the chart.

In today’s
politics of the
right, tax cuts are
valued over chil-
dren, and budget
cuts are valued
over good teach-
ers. After a de-
cade of right
wing leaders,
Texas ranks 50th
among the states
for high school

graduation rates and 48th in country
in SAT scores, and Texas’ per-pupil
expenditures recently dropped from
35th to 38th in the nation. Despite
these obvious failures, tax cuts, not
children, come first. If we as a free
people do not rise to elect leadership
to meet the challenges of educating
our children and investing in our fu-
ture, for the first time in Texas his-
tory, we face a tomorrow less pros-
perous than today.

Texas Talk By State Sen. Eliot Shapleigh

TO ADVERTISE CALL 852-3235
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Downtown Horizon Plaza
� 14476 Horizon Blvd., Ste. F
     Horizon City, TX

FAMILY FASHIONS
852-4008
Monday - Friday
11:00AM - 8:00PM

• Women’s Apparel
• Handbags
• School Uniforms
• Gifts
• Accessories
• Underwear

Luz Maldonado
OWNER

An Authorized
Mary Kay Representative

Horizon Plumbing

• Master Licensed Plumber • Sewer and Drain Cleaning

852-1079

• Senior Citizens Discount
• Bonded and Insured
  #M18624

• Evaporative Cooler Service
• Appliance Installation
• Faucet and Sprinkler Repair

Fabens Independent School District
Public Notice
This summer the Fabens Independent School District will
be participating in the Summer Feeding Service Program
(SFSP) through the Health and Human Service
Commission. We will be providing a free breakfast and
lunch to all children age 1 year to age 18. Meals will be
served at the Fabens Middle School Cafeteria, 800
Walker St. in Fabens, Texas. The program dates will be
May 30, 2006 through June 29, 2006, excluding Fridays.

TIME
Breakfast 7:15 a.m. - 8:15 a.m.

Lunch 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

ADULT PRICES
Breakfast $1.85

Lunch $2.85

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture policy, this institution is pro-
hibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, age, disability.

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Di-
rector, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-
3272 or (202) 720-6382 (TTY). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

WTCC: 05/25/06

Grow your
business with

NEW
neighbors.

Let me show
you how.

Jennifer Whiskeyman
(915) 852-8236
(915) 443-8483

elpaso@ourtownamerica.com
www.ourtownamerica.com

Newspapers work.

Put us to work
for YOU!

852-3238

SERVING ANTHONY, VINTON, CANUTILLO, EAST MONTANA, HORIZON, SOCORRO, CLINT, FABENS, SAN ELIZARIO AND TORNILLO
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according to Sylvia Guerrero, a pre-
k teacher at the school.

“Our planning group thought that
we would do something to incorpo-
rate fathers since there was a

Mother’s Day program earlier in the
month,” she said. “We didn’t want to
exclude them.”

Guerrero said that the turnout was
great, noting that children whose fa-
thers were not able to make it still
had their mother in attendance. The
day began at 9 a.m. and lasted until
roughly 1:30 p.m. so that different
groups could splash in plastic pools

and get on a water slide. And al-
though there was plenty of fun to be
had, there was also plenty of safety
lessons learned leading up to the day,
Guerrero said.

“We taught them how to be safe
around bodies of water and what to
do in case someone is in trouble in
the water,” she said. “The first thing
they do is to tell an adult.”

Splash
From Page 1
______________________

— Photo courtesy Anthony ISD

AISD seats new board members
UPPER VALLEY — The Anthony Independent School District (AISD)
held its regular board meeting on May 16, canvassing of the votes
for the recently elected members of AISD Board of Trustees. The
Anthony voters re-elected Angel Cuellar, right, for another three-
year term. This is the second term for Cuellar. The newest trustees
Heriberto (Beto) Gomez, shown center, and Eduardo “Eddie”
Chavez, left, were officially sworn in and seated. AISD Trustees are
elected at large.

— Contributed by John R. Carrillo

CANUTILLO — Roberto
Guerrero, fifth grade teacher at
Canutillo Elementary School, has
been accepted to participate in
Southwest Vistas: the Border in
American History program, a resi-

d e n t i a l
teacher insti-
tute that will
be held, June
11-14, at the
UTEP.

The insti-
tute is de-
signed for
teachers inter-
ested in ex-
ploring U.S.
border issues

and comparing the histories of the
Americas on either side. Southwest
Vistas will offer participants the op-
portunity to work with leading schol-
ars of U.S. and Latin American his-
tory on TEKS-specific topics, share
innovative strategies for teaching
with primary sources, and explore
El Paso’s rich cultural resources as
a model for using their own com-
munities in teaching local, state, na-
tional, and international history.

The teacher institute is under the
auspices of Humanities Texas in
partnership with the National En-
dowment for the Humanities. UTEP
is a national leader in the study of
Latin American and U.S. Hispanic
history, literature, and culture.

Humanities Institute
taps Canutillo
Elementary teacher
for program

By Kim Guzman
Special to the Courier

R. Guerrero

SAN ELIZARIO — The stars were
twinkling bright on May 18 as the
San Elizario ISD announced its

Teachers and
Employee of
the Year during
an evening ban-
quet held at the
Mission Valley
Ballroom.

San Elizario
High School’s
Col. Roy Gray
was named the
district’s Sec-
ondary Teacher

of the Year for his strong leadership
in building a young NJROTC unit
that has already garnered several
awards in such a short period of time.
His cadets are often seen helping out

in unrelated campus activities, ob-
taining strong reputations as people
who can be counted on no matter
what the project.

“I’m humbled, and it’s not easy to
humble a Marine Colonel,” Gray
joked. “I didn’t expect it and it’s a

very good thing
to have at this
point in my ca-
reer. It proves
you can be re-
warded if you
work hard
enough.”

L o y a
P r i m a r y ’ s
Miguel Mendez
was named El-
e m e n t a r y

Teacher of the Year for his hard work
in molding and shaping
kindergarteners for a future of life-
long learning and success. From the
first day of school, Mendez quickly

SEISD announces its Teachers and Employee of the Year
By Phillip Cortez

Special to the Courier

Col. Roy Gray Javier RamirezMiguel Mendez

assures his students that the class-
room is their second home, creating
a positive environment that is con-
ducive to learning.

Javier Ramirez is more than just
a lead custodian at Alarcón El-
ementary School, he’s a walking

m e n t o r .
Ramirez has
shown that he
goes above and
beyond his nor-
mal job duties
by ensuring
that students
are learning in
a safe, clean,
and fun envi-
ronment by uti-
lizing his skills

as an artist. He can usually be
found giving students tips on how
to draw during his lunch breaks,
and his work graces every wall in
the school’s library.

— Photo courtesy Socorro ISD

A TREE TO REMEMBER — Fifth grader Alejandra Flores, her parents
Judith and Ricardo, and Pete Smith of the Texas Forest Service stand by
the tree planted at Chester E. Jordan Park, the park next to the school.

Tree
From Page 1
______________________

Utilities Ed Archuleta,
Chester E. Jordan and mem-
bers of the El Paso Tree
Board, West Texas Urban
Forestry Council and Texas
Forest Service. The Jane A.
Hambric choir also sang the
Arbor Day song.

“After visiting Ms.
Jameson’s art class, she has
refined her skill and ex-
panded her passion for art,”
said Hambric Principal
Daniel Gurany. “Alejandra
truly represents Hambric
pride.”
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Mesa Wireless
7933 N Mesa St
El Paso 79932
(915) 842-0978

Classic Cellular
4900 Alameda Ste C
El Paso 79905
(915) 872-1115

Mr. Cellular & Accessories
5533 Alameda Ave Ste 2
El Paso 79905
(915) 779-6165

Wireless Direct Racing Cross
1323 Airway Blvd
El Paso 79925
(915) 778-1586

Loggica Technologies
1413 E Paisano Dr Ste B
El Paso 79901
(915) 533-7030

Border Communication
1550 Hawkins Blvd Ste 9
El Paso 79925
(915) 727-0543

First Choice Wireless
9530 Viscount Blvd Ste 1AA
El Paso 79925
(915) 598-4242

iConnect
6414 Gateway E Blvd
El Paso 79905
(915) 778-8000

AI Security
5728 Trowbridge Dr
El Paso 79925
(915) 771-6911

First Choice Wireless
1515 N Lee Trevino Dr Ste L
El Paso 79936
(915) 595-2121

First Choice Wireless
11330 Montwood Dr
El Paso 79936
(915) 472-2463

First Choice Wireless
750 Sunland Park Dr Ste 21
El Paso 79912
(915) 833-6575

First Choice Wireless
1120 McRae Blvd
El Paso 79925
(915) 590-3131

First Choice Wireless
8401 Gateway Blvd W
El Paso 79925
(915) 843-4343

Spring into Summer
  with more minutes.

FAMILYTIME®

1000 National Shared Whenever Minutes®

UNLIMITED In-Network Calling

UNLIMITED Nights & Weekends

Long distance & roaming included

Only $69.99 a month for the fi rst 2 lines 

Up to 3 additional lines just $9.99 each.

Limited time offer subject to change. CREDIT APPROVAL/ADDITIONAL COSTS: Does 
not apply to pre-paid. Credit approval and $35/line activation fee required; $200/line 
early cancellation fee applies. Regulatory Programs Fee (not a tax or government-mandat-
ed charge) of 86¢ per line/mo. applies; additional taxes and fees may add 6-28% to your 
monthly bill. Minutes over monthly allotment are 35¢ per additional minute. Partial minutes 
are rounded up for billing. SERVICE COVERAGE/IN-NETWORK CALLING: Service is not 
available everywhere. In-network calling means directly dialed calls that are between T-Mobile 
phones and that are transmitted by cell towers located within the ‘in-network calling area’. 
In-network calling area includes most, but not all, of the T-Mobile service area. For full de-
tails, see Coverage Maps available at www.t-mobile.com or at a T-Mobile store. ABNORMAL 
CALL PATTERNS: Call duration and/or your continued eligibility for any rate plan may be 
limited or terminated for (a) consumer protection purposes or (b) abusive conduct or abnor-
mal call pattern(s). NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS: Weekends are 12:00:01 a.m. Saturday to 
11:59:59 p.m. Sunday, based upon start time of call. Nights are 12:00:01 a.m. to 6:59:59 
a.m. and 9:00:00 p.m. to 11:59:59 p.m., Monday through Friday, based upon start time of 
call. MAIL-IN and IN-STORE REBATE OFFER: Motorola V3 Razr mail-in rebate of-

fer expires 06/30/06, in-store rebate offer expires 05/31/06. Motorola V3 
Razr (Magenta) mail-in rebate offer expires 06/30/06, in-store rebate offer 
expires 05/31/06. Limited to phone shown; Supplies may be limited and offer may not 
be available at all dealer locations. T-Mobile reserves the right to substitute different phone 
models of equal or greater value. Customer must remain on a qualifying T-Mobile rate plan at 
the time mail-in rebate is actually processed. Allow up to 8 weeks for mail-in rebate check. See 
mail-in rebate form for full details. See T-Mobile’s Terms and Conditions (including mandatory 
arbitration), available at www.t-mobile.com, for cancellation policy, international long-distance, 
roaming and messaging rates, and additional details that may affect this offer and additional 
rate plans, and other information and/or contact T-Mobile Customer Care, at 1-800-937-8997, 
with questions concerning any T-Mobile offer or rate plan. T-Mobile is a federally registered 
trademark, and the magenta color is a trademark, of Deutsche Telekom AG. Whenever Minutes, 
FamilyTime and Get More are federally registered trademarks of T-Mobile USA, Inc. © 2006 
T-Mobile USA, Inc.

MOTOROLA RAZR V3
OR

MOTOROLA RAZR V3 
MAGENTA
MSRP $249.99

$69.99
AFTER $80 MAIL-IN REBATE AND 

$100 INSTANT IN-STORE REBATE.

Offer good through 5/31/06. While supplies last. Participating locations only.

UPPER VALLEY — The campuses
of the Anthony Independent School
District (AISD) have named their
Teachers of the Year for the 2005-2006
school year.  Honored by their peers
for their exemplary work are:

• Joe Flores, Anthony Elementary
School;

• Suzanne Whitcomb, Anthony
Middle School;

• Fernando Viramontes, Anthony

AISD names Teachers of the Year
High School.

These teachers have been selected
for displaying excellence in classroom
education and inspiring their students.

Flores and Viramontes will also
represent the district at the regional
level in the Elementary and Second-
ary education categories respectively.
The teachers will compete with other
instructors chosen from other Region
19 schools.

They will be honored at a formal
dinner in August, with keynote
speaker to be Texas Commissioner
of Education Dr. Shirley J. Neeley.

By John R. Carrillo
Special to the Courier

EL PASO COUNTY — Here is a
roundup of highlights from monthly
school board meetings in the San
Elizario and Canutillo school districts.

Borrego Elementary School in the
San Elizario ISD was recognized at
the May 10 board meeting for receiv-
ing the Governor’s Educator Excel-
lence Award.

Borrego is one of approximately
100 schools statewide to receive the
award through a program that entitles
the school to a $60,000 annual grant
for three years. According to a sum-
mary of the award program, “funds
go to campuses that have high per-
centages of economically disadvan-
taged students and have demon-
strated high levels of student achieve-
ment or marked improvement in stu-
dent performance.”

A campus committee voted to dis-
perse 75 percent of first-year funding
as a bonus to classroom teachers with
25 percent going to the support staff.
Funding for the second and third years
goes to provide various incentives to
enhance student performance.

Following up on action taken at its
April board meeting, trustees approved
VEMAC Construction Co. as the con-
struction manager at risk for $8 mil-

By Don Woodyard
Courier Staff Writer

Two school districts looking at construction projects
lion in projects at Alarcon Elementary
and Garcia-Enriquez Middle schools.
Included in the projects are a new caf-
eteria at Alarcon and a classroom wing
at the middle school.

VEMAC was one of six construc-
tion companies vying for the job.
This is not the first construction man-
ager job for VEMAC in the San Eli
school district. The company had re-
cently been the construction manager
for the recent library addition to the
high school.

In other action, the West Texas
County Courier was honored by the
school district as its Partner of the
Month for April. It was recognized
“for outstanding contributions to-
wards our educational goals.”

In Canutillo ISD, construction of
a new elementary school in the
school district came up at the board’s
May 9 meeting. Acquisition of prop-
erty for the new campus was dis-
cussed in closed session only, but no
action was taken.

However the trustees approved two
“formative” agreements in connection
with the new school projects. The first
was with Mijares Mora Architects, Inc.
for architectural work. The second was
with VEMAC Construction as con-
struction manager at risk.

The board also approved Connie
Parker as assistant principal for
Alderete Middle School.

ANTHONY — The Anthony Rotary Club presented its annual scholar-
ship awards to six graduating students from the Anthony, New Mexico/
Texas area, on Thursday, May 18, by President Charlie Thompson, at
during its regular meeting at Dos Lagos. The students shown are, from
left, Elizabeth Nova, Velia Herren, Richard Gonzalez, Stephanie Almaraz,
Samuel Mata, and Maxine Ayala. Each recipient was awarded a $1,500
scholarship to pursue their education. These recipients were selected
from a field of 40 applicants from Anthony, Canutillo, Gadsden and
Santa Teresa. The applications, sent in by school counselors, were
screened by a committee of five Rotarians who then proceeded to nar-
row the field to 20. Those students were then interviewed by the com-
mittee and the final selection was made based on factors ranging from
but not limited to grades, community service, family financial situa-
tion, and their interview. Family members and school counselors were
on hand to share in the ceremony. The youngsters aspire to such fields
as neurology, criminal justice, journalism, child psychology, physical
therapy and engineering. The Anthony Rotary wishes these students
the best of luck in their educational endeavors.

— Photo courtesy Anthony Rotary Club

Area youth receive educational
assist from Anthony Rotary Club
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Classified Ads

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier
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There’s a very disturbing trend making its
way through the collegiate sports scene and it
doesn’t have anything to do with finishing with
a winning or losing season record.

It has to do with just finishing the season —
period.

They say that when something is done once
(no matter how shocking or unusual), it’s easier
to accept it the second and third time around.

When the Duke lacrosse team had its season
cancelled after the alleged sex scandal, America
was stunned at both the alleged wrongdoing
of the players and the rigid response by the
school administration.

Well, it’s happened again, only this time —
unlike the Cops theme song — there were no
bad boys, bad boys.

This really was an episode of girls behaving
badly.

The Northwestern University women’s soc-
cer team had their season cancelled amid alle-
gations of team hazing last week.

And the sleazy photos of their extracurricu-
lar activities are all over the internet for every-
one to see.

When are these athletes and coaches going

Behaving badly goes co-ed: Northwestern loses women’s soccer season
to learn that George Orwell was right, Big
Brother is watching — he is always watching.
But Orwell was wrong when he thought big
brother was the government. It is not.

Big brother is us.
Everyone out there walking the streets with

a camera phone is always watching and is just
a click away from ruining a reputation.

Of course, if you stay out of stupid predica-
ments you won’t have anything to worry about.

But apparently these girls could not help
themselves. It was like Animal House without
any “Y” chromosomes. There were photos of
women in various stages of undress, women
with their hands tied behind their back, and
alcohol flowing everywhere.

With two institutes of higher learning (and I
mean significantly higher learning in Duke and
Northwestern) having their seasons taken away,
who’s next? There are a lot of schools out there
that pride themselves as being big time “party
schools.”

Don’t be surprised if more damaging photos
turn up that place more college’s sports sea-
sons in jeopardy. After all, big brother and big
sister are watching, and they’re not always us-
ing those cell phones for talking.

Who loves Barry
It was interesting to see the reaction to Barry

Bonds’ 714th home run last Saturday in Oak-
land. Of course, this was the home run which
tied him with the immortal Babe Ruth.

You can tell a lot about a guy by the way his
colleagues react to him. The more a man is re-
spected or admired, the more emotion and ju-
bilation he’ll receive from his coworkers or
teammates.

And it was rather telling, the reaction to
Bonds’ big home run. Usually, after a guy hits
a monumental home run all his teammates and
coaches run onto the field and greet him at
home plate and there’s a lot of jumping up and
down and patting on the head and stuff like
that.

After Bonds belted the home run and trotted
around the bases there was none of that. The
only person to greet him at home plate was the
batboy. And the batboy is Barry’s son.

Bonds walked to the dugout and calmly sat
on the bench without any players congratulat-
ing him or hardly even acknowledging him.

It was almost like he had just hit a long lazy
fly to the outfield for the last out of the inning.

Forget all the steroids talk and the chances
he’ll be charged with lying to a grand jury and
charged with tax evasion, this was all about a
person’s character, or lack of it.

Barry’s teammates were simply reacting
naturally toward a person with very lousy

people skills.
To makes matters worse, the two-faced

Bonds — thank goodness he’s got a head big
enough to support two faces — talked glow-
ingly about Ruth after he tied his career home
run mark. This newfound respect was notice-
ably absent when Bonds tied Willie Mays af-
ter hitting number 660.

Bonds was quoted back then as saying, “Be-
cause as a left-handed hitter, I wiped him (Ruth)
out. That’s it,” Bonds said last year. “And in
the baseball world, Babe Ruth is everything,
right? I got his slugging percentage and I’ll take
his home runs and that’s it. Don’t talk about
him anymore.”

Well, I wonder why nobody likes this dope.
I don’t think there’s anybody left on the

planet, aside from his family and agent, who
wants this guy to break the great Hank Aaron’s
record.

Not the fans, not Bud Selig, not Congress,
not his teammates and certainly not Aaron.

The saddest thing of all is that it appears
that Barry really doesn’t get it. It appears
that he’s really confused as to why people
don’t like him.

He always says it’s racial.
Remember, not a single teammate ran onto

the field to congratulate him. Does this mean
that all his teammates are white?

LEGAL

Mayfair 5
Water

Company

NOTICE TO
THE PUBLIC

Mayfair 5 Water
Company, PWS ID
# 0710147, failed to
collect the required
number of bacterio-
logical samples for
coliform monitoring
of the water distri-
bution system dur-
ing March of 2006.
This monitoring is
required by the
Texas Commission
on Environmental
Qualityís “Drinking
Water Standards”
and the federal
“Safe Drinking Wa-
ter Act,” Public Law
95-523.

Bac te r i o l og i ca l
samples are used
to monitor water
quality and indicate
if the water is free
of coliform bacteria.
Our water system is
required to submit
one (1) bacterio-
logical sample each
month. Failure to
collect all required
b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l

samples is a viola-
tion of the monitor-
ing requirements
and we are required
to notify you of this
violation.

If you have any
questions regard-
ing this violation,
you may contact
Merle Osborn at
(505) 649-5921.
________________________

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Invitation to
Bid/Respond:

Sealed bids/pro-
posals/CSP to fur-
nish the District with
the following prod-
ucts and/or ser-
vices will be ac-
cepted at the fol-
lowing times:

TUESDAY,
MAY 30, 2006

CONTRACTED
SERVICES FOR
FOOD SERVICE

EQUIPMENT,
REPAIR PARTS,

MATERIALS
AND SUPPLIES

CSP NO.
199-0530-6078

UNTIL
2:30 P.M.

MEDICAL
SUPPLIES
CSP NO.

199-0530-6086
UNTIL

3:00 P.M.

LANDSCAPING
MATERIALS

CSP NO.
199-0530-6102

UNTIL
3:30 P.M.

Proposals will be
received at Busi-
ness Services
Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El
Paso, Texas 79928
until the specified
times. Detailed
specifications are
available from the
above office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. Mondays
through Fridays
and on the Socorro
ISD website:
www.sisd.net.
WTCC-05/25/06
________________________

PUBLIC
NOTICE

As per Article V,
Sec. 5.05(a), all
owners and
lienholders have

ten (10) days from
this date to reclaim
their vehicles at
S o u t h w e s t
Wrecker, 1401
Darrington Rd.,
855-1900, 851-
2091-fax, or it will
be sold at public
auction for charges:
VIN -
IB3XC46RZMD2509II,
1991 Dodge Dy-
nasty, 4-door-blue,
New Mexico li-
cense GCL-637
VIN -
IN4AB42D7TCSO2423,
1995 Nissan
200SX, 4-cylinder,
2-door, green
WTCC-05/25/06
________________________

HELP
WANTED

El Paso County
WCID#4

NOTICE
TO HIRE

El Paso County
WCID#4 will take
applications for F/T
Field Operator.
Needs experience
in water & waste-
water, have H.S.
degree or GED,
computer literate.
Will need to obtain

Water and Waste-
water “D” & “C” li-
censes for pay ad-
vancement. Start
@ $7.87 hr. Posi-
tion to be filled
ASAP. Applications
taken until position
is filled. Deliver to
117 East Main
Street or mail to P.
O. Box 3880, both
in Fabens, Tx.
79838. Previous
applications will be
considered. E.O.E.
________________________

SELF-HELP

Persons who have
a problem with al-
cohol are offered a
free source of help
locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous - call
562-4081 for infor-
mation.

Tiene problemas
con el alcohol? Hay
una solucíon.
Informacion: 838-
6264.
________________________

SERVICES

“Windshield
Ding —

Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY GLASS

REPAIR

Windshield Repair
Specialists

By appt. at your
home or office:

R.V. Dick
Harshberger

915-852-9082
________________________

BERT’S
AUTOMOTIVE

REPAIR
Domestic and

Foreign
852-3523

1558 Oxbow,
Horizon City

________________________

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079

•Electric rooter
service for sewers

and drains
•Appliance
installation

•Many other
plumbing services
Licensed, bonded

and insured for
your protection.

________________________

West
Texas
County
Courier

Phone:
852-3235

Fax:
852-0123

EAST EL PASO COUNTY — On one particular Friday, Hurshel
Antwine School was all decked out in orange and blue, even though
the school colors are black and gold. That’s because on May 5, the
UTEP Miners men’s basketball team was visiting as part of the
school’s first annual Hoops for Heart fundraiser for the American
Heart Association.

The UTEP Miners came out to play with the Cougar fifth, sixth,
seventh and eighth grade students to help raise money for the hoops
vent. UTEP Miners Miguel Ayala, Stefan Jackson, Edgar Moreno,
Josh Guiterrez, John Tofi and Assistant Coach Custudio played
two games — in five-minute quarters — with 82 students in front
of a packed Cougar court. Through the charity games, the school
raised over $1,000 for the American Heart Association.

The players were welcomed with screams and cheers as they
took the court, high-fiving all the children sitting on courtside wait-
ing to see the Miners play with the Cougars.

“This is wild,” said UTEP basketball player Stefan Jackson, re-
acting to the boisterous crowd.

Hurshel Antwine third grader Brandon Garcia was honored by
the Miners with an autographed T-shirt and poster for raising $144,
the most by any individual. The Miners also judged a Hallway
Contest among the grade levels.

“It is so wonderful to see kids and teachers get so excited about
giving back to the community,” said event coordinator Erica Armijo.
“And the reaction from the UTEP Miners said it all.”

UTEP basketball team play with Hurshel Antwine students for charity

— Photo courtesy Socorro ISD

HEARTFELT RECOGNITION — Hurshel Antwine third grader
Brandon Garcia was honored by the UTEP Miners with an
autographed T-shirt and poster for raising $144, the most by
any individual.

By Carlos A. Briano
Special to the Courier
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Comix

King Super Crossword

OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

By Don Flood
OK, before we start this week’s

column it’s very important that we
all synchronize our watches.

You can’t, can you? You’re prob-
ably not even wearing a watch.

According to a recent poll —
and I didn’t even have to make this
one up — only 13 percent of teens
wear watches.

Just how low is that, you ask?
Historically and mathematically
speaking, it’s less than 14 percent.
It’s even less than Dick Cheney’s
poll numbers.

Kids nowadays get the time
from their cell phones and iPods.
They say they don’t need watches.

I’m sorry, but something very
important is being lost here, though
I’m not sure what that is.

Wearing watches is part of our
American heritage. In movies, se-
cret agents on dangerous missions
always synchronized their
watches.

Before Paul Revere took off on
his famous ride — and after check-
ing The Weather Channel to make
sure the weather was going to be
OK — he and what’s-his-face and
both their horses all synchronized
their watches.

Now what? “Let’s synchronize
our iPods.” It doesn’t work, people.

But now onto the news: Airlines
are thinking about selling standing-
room-only tickets.

Where are these people going to
stand? Outside the bathroom? In
the aisles?

“Which seat would you like,
dear, the window or the armpit?”

According to the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, a paper long noted
for its funny-sounding name, “Pas-
sengers in the standing section
would propped against a padded
backboard, held in place with a
harness.”

Nothing like traveling in style!
So at mealtime, do they strap a

feedbag on you or herd you over
to the VIP trough (filled with food
leftover from first class).

Just kidding! Airlines don’t nec-
essarily serve food any more.
Stung by criticism of their lousy
meals, airlines began a bold new
approach: charging extra for lousy
meals.

It’s a win-win for everybody, es-
pecially with that handy barf bag.

But here are options for those
who don’t like the SRO plan.

Strapped to wing — Not recom-
mended for long flights, but for the
more daring it offers flying from a
fun perspective. Downside: No
beverage service.

Flight attendant — Program al-
lows you a discounted seat pro-
vided you serve as a flight atten-
dant. Upside: You get to fulfill your
acting ambitions by finally giving
your own version of flight safety
speech.

(Bonus example of version not
to use: “Oh sure, these seats can
be used as flotation devices, but
don’t worry about that ‘cause we’ll
all be goners.”)

Guest pilot — Similar to flight
attendant program, but you get to
make folksy comments about the
weather or whatever inane topic
springs to mind. Downside: Land-
ing the plane.

Me, I’m waiting for the airlines
to start selling tickets to the stor-
age compartment.

My wife will check me in with
the luggage, and I’ll have a peace-
ful flight with no one snoring.

Plus, I’ll have the added fun of
riding the luggage conveyor belt
until my wife comes to pick me up
— which I’m sure she’ll do even-
tually.

But if not, we’ll set up a meet-
ing time — using our synchronized
watches.
______________________________________________________
(c) 2006 King Features Synd., Inc.

Time’s running out on watches

LABOR’S LOVE
LOST

ACROSS
    1 Fowl family
    6 Drag before a
judge
  12 Rock’s partner
  16 Barbecue leftover
  19 Bar hop?
  20 Tchaikovsky’s “_
Onegin”
  21 Butter sub
  22 Hwy.
  23 Column style
  24 Start of a remark
  27 Pressure meas.
  28 Skinny
  30 Hamburger holder
  31 Tinker Bell or
Titania
  32 Head for the hills
  33 Malone’s portrayer
  37 Strong guys
  38 Part 2 of remark
  42 Agricultural
inventor
  44 Rabbit relative
  45 Pressed
  47 Rock’s Loggins &
_
  51 “Evita” setting
  55 Villainous
  57 Travel need
  58 Street greeting
  59 Sylvan setting
  60 Run a meeting
  62 Tremble
  64 Fully grown

  65 Revolutionary
writer
  66 Made a face
  67 Juicy pear
  69 Part 3 of remark
  70 Sent to Sing Sing
  71 January stoat
  72 Military headgear
  73 Comic
  74 Rental agreement
  75 Like some signals
  76 _ boom
  77 Envelope code
  80 Big _
  81 Falafel holder
  82 Method
  84 Bit of wit
  87 Narrow passage
  91 Literary
pseudonym
  92 Some jeans
  94 Part 4 of remark
  98 Stage whisper
100 Summit
102 Big beginning
103 Circe’s suitors
104 Alternative to
nothing
105 Kirk’s navigator
106 Short snooze
109 End of remark
115 Sun-dried brick
117 Likable prez
118 Butte
119 Audrey Tautou role
120 Type of orange
121 Litter sound
122 Appear to be

123 Hole grain food?
124 Calm down

DOWN
    1 Radar presence
    2 Bravo and Grande
    3 Start of
everything?
    4 Sapporo sash
    5 Compliant
    6 Farm youngster
    7 Car
    8 “That’s
disgusting!”
    9 Fire sign
  10 Burmese
statesman
  11 Mrs. Al Bundy
  12 Portly
  13 Ken or Lena
  14 Author Wallace
  15 Leisure lovers
  16 Comic Auerbach
  17 No-nonsense
  18 Actress Lamarr
  25 Where Sopranos
shouldn’t sing?
  26 They’ll never hurt
me!
  29 Born
  32 Liberate
  33 Half a rock group
  34 From _ Z
  35 Diarist Anais
  36 Canonized Mlle.
  37 Pump part
  38 Ultimate whale
watcher

  39 Author John
Dickson _
  40 Southern
constellation
  41 French
psychologist
  43 Gulf ruler
  46 Martin and
Stockwell
  48 PR concern
  49 Missing more than
mittens
  50 Imitated
  52 Novelist Gordimer
  53 Armistice
  54 Keep the pedal off
the metal
  56 Compete
  60 Was concerned
  61 Subtle taste
  62 Marmalade fruit
  63 Unlikely to allure
  64 Benoit’s buddies
  65 Unadulterated
  66 Frenzied
  67 Inch along
  68 Muscat native
  69 Mavericks’ state
  70 Doyenne deity
  71 Czech river
  72 Got scammed
  73 Onward
  75 “La Boheme”
heroine
  76 Ill will
  77 South African
native
  78 2001 Judi Dench

film
  79 _ moss
  81 Macadamize
  83 _ vu
  85 Spark in the dark
  86 Uses frequent flier
miles
  88 In addition
  89 Carpet
  90 Demolished
dessert
  93 Saudi salutation
  95 Inspires a smile
  96 _ Aviv
  97 Exotic pet
  98 Cease the z’s
  99 Tendon
101 Thickness
103 Do laps
104 Chartres part
105 Vaudeville bit
106 Salmon snack
107 Assist a felon
108 Soccer superstar
110 Ruby or Sandra
111 Arch. tool
112 Med. insurer
113 Sundown, to
Shelley
114 Actor Gulager
116 Apply gently

Answer Page 4



WEST TEXAS COUNTY COURIERPage 8 May 25, 2006

Power of Number 1 Worldwide,
in a Full Line of Equipment.

Exclusively at Your Local STIHL Dealer.

stihlusa.com

copyright © 2006 STIHL   ABM10WTCC-41-61855-10

All prices are BME-SRP. Available at participating dealers.

$12999
FS 45 Trimmer

$19999 $32999
FS 100 RX Trimmer

$16999
FS 45 C-E Trimmer FS 55 R Trimmer

Easy to use, well-balanced 
homeowner trimmer. Lightweight 

with fast-cutting double-line 
AUTOCUT® TapAction™ head.

Fabens, TX
Ryan Supply, Inc
117 N. Fabens
(915)764-2239

El Paso, TX
Dyer Cycle
4501 Dyer
(915) 566-6022

The patented RealFeel Temperature® is AccuWeather's exclusive index of the effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine, precipitation, and elevation on the human body.

7-DAY FORECAST FOR EL PASO, TX

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2006                 

Thu. 6:03 a.m. 8:02 p.m.
Fri. 6:03 a.m. 8:03 p.m.
Sat. 6:02 a.m. 8:03 p.m.
Sun. 6:02 a.m. 8:04 p.m.
Mon. 6:02 a.m. 8:04 p.m.
Tues. 6:01 a.m. 8:05 p.m.
Wed. 6:01 a.m. 8:06 p.m.

Thu. 4:38 a.m. 6:50 p.m.
Fri. 5:18 a.m. 7:59 p.m.
Sat. 6:03 a.m. 9:06 p.m.
Sun. 6:56 a.m. 10:07 p.m.
Mon. 7:54 a.m. 11:00 p.m.
Tues. 8:55 a.m. 11:44 p.m.
Wed. 9:56 a.m. none

Sun
Rise Set

New

5/26

First 

6/3

Full

6/11

Last

6/18 

IN THE SKYWEATHER TRENDS THIS WEEK

Moon

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Atlanta 86 65 t 84 65 t 86 68 t 84 65 t
Boston 72 55 pc 74 55 pc 70 55 pc 77 61 pc
Chicago 78 59 t 80 56 pc 84 60 pc 86 62 s
Denver 79 52 s 82 52 s 83 49 s 79 47 s
Detroit 80 60 t 76 55 pc 80 59 pc 81 61 s
Houston 92 72 pc 90 70 pc 90 72 t 90 72 t
Indianapolis 83 61 t 82 62 pc 84 62 pc 83 63 s
Kansas City 86 61 pc 88 66 pc 84 64 pc 82 63 c
Los Angeles 76 60 s 72 60 pc 72 58 pc 74 58 pc
Miami 87 76 t 87 76 pc 88 76 t 88 76 t
Minneapolis 78 58 pc 80 62 pc 84 65 pc 81 62 c
New Orleans 90 72 pc 88 72 t 88 72 t 86 72 t
New York City 75 59 s 77 60 pc 80 60 pc 78 62 pc
Omaha 81 57 pc 88 65 pc 90 66 pc 82 62 s
Phoenix 103 78 s 102 74 s 100 73 s 99 72 s
San Francisco 65 52 pc 64 52 pc 64 52 pc 68 52 pc
Seattle 61 47 sh 59 47 sh 62 48 sh 63 48 pc
Washington 82 63 pc 84 63 pc 80 64 pc 82 64 pc

CITY HI LO W HI LO W HI LO W HI LO W
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Abilene, TX 96 70 s 99 70 pc 96 69 s 96 68 pc
Albuquerque, NM 93 58 s 89 58 s 87 57 s 84 59 s
Amarillo, TX 94 60 s 93 61 pc 90 58 s 90 58 s
Austin, TX 92 69 pc 97 70 pc 96 70 pc 99 71 pc
Brownsville, TX 93 74 s 93 75 pc 92 76 pc 94 76 pc
Dodge City, KS 89 58 pc 91 62 t 87 61 t 85 57 s
Jackson, MS 90 69 s 89 67 pc 89 69 t 86 67 t
Laredo, TX 101 74 s 102 75 pc 102 74 pc 103 75 pc
Little Rock, AR 93 68 t 90 69 pc 90 67 s 86 67 pc
Lubbock, TX 96 64 s 94 64 pc 94 64 pc 92 62 pc
Memphis, TN 89 69 t 88 70 pc 90 70 pc 88 67 pc
Midland, TX 100 68 s 100 68 pc 101 67 s 100 67 pc
Pueblo, CO 89 50 t 91 51 pc 90 49 s 87 49 s
Roswell, NM 96 62 s 95 63 pc 93 59 s 93 60 s
St. Louis, MO 84 65 t 84 67 pc 88 69 pc 84 66 c
San Antonio, TX 96 72 pc 96 71 pc 96 72 pc 96 72 pc
Texarkana, AR 90 68 pc 90 69 pc 88 70 pc 87 69 pc
Waco, TX 92 70 pc 96 69 pc 96 70 s 94 69 pc
Wichita, KS 91 60 pc 90 65 pc 87 63 pc 85 63 s

CITY HI LO W HI LO W HI LO W HI LO W
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

REGIONAL CITIES U.S. CITIES

Rise Set

Partly cloudy

Thu. night

68°

65°
RealFeel

Plenty of sunshine

Friday

RealFeel

68°97°

65°92°

Mostly sunny 

Saturday

RealFeel

66°93°

62°89°

Mostly sunny

Sunday

RealFeel

66°94°

62°90°

Sunshine

Monday

RealFeel

67°92°

65°94°

Sunny

Tuesday

RealFeel

67°95°

67°97°

Sunny

Wednesday

RealFeel

65°95°

64°97°

Plenty of sunshine

Thursday

96°

106°
RealFeel

All-American Scholar by the
United States Achievement Acad-
emy, having been nominated for
the honor by her counselor, Penny
Wiseman. She is the daughter of
George and Diane Eveler of Clint.

� Socorro High School has im-
mediate openings for two head
coaches: volleyball and softball.
Interested candidates should ap-
ply online at sisd.net. Interested

candidates may call Principal Os-
car Troncoso at 937-2002 for ad-
ditional information.

� The No Limits Track Club is
currently practicing at Col. John O.
Ensor Middle School evenings 6-
8 p.m. Monday through Friday. All
kids ages 8-18 are invited to par-
ticipate in this summer Junior
Olympics track and field program.
For information 852-9082.

� The El Paso Fire Marshals Of-
fice is asking the public for assis-
tance in apprehending the person or
persons responsible for setting a fire

on the evening of Tuesday, May 16
at the Studio 6 Motel, located at
11000 Gateway West. Eight units of
the El Paso Fire Department re-
sponded quickly, declaring the fire
a Condition II, and keeping prop-
erty damage to about $1,000. The
occupants were evacuated safely
without injury. The fire originated
on the second floor in a storage room
and investigators  have ruled that it
was set intentionally. Anyone with
information on this fire or any fire
is asked to call the Fire Marshals
Office at 771-1090 or Crime Stop-
pers at 566-8477 (TIPS). On Sun-
day, May 21, at about 9:19 p.m. nine

units with the El Paso Fire Depart-
ment responded to a structure fire
on the 2100 block of Cerrito Alto
Lane in the Westside. First units on
the scene reported heavy smoke
coming from a two-story residence
and placed a Condition II on the fire.
The fire in an upstairs bedroom was
brought under control and total dam-
age was estimated at $10,000. In-
vestigators conducted an investiga-
tion and determined that the fire was
caused by an overloaded electrical
outlet and ruled the fire as acciden-
tal. Fire officials offered these safety
tips on electrical safety at home:
• Don’t bury electrical cords un-

der rugs and carpets.
• Don’t use extension cords on a
permanent basis.
• Frayed, stiff or cracked electri-
cal cords should be replaced.
• Check for warm or hot cover
plates over electrical outlets,
which could indicate an unsafe
wiring condition.
• Be mindful of flickering lights
which are most often related to
faulty wiring.
• If an electrical product shocks
you, stop using it at once and have
it inspected and/or repaired by an
electrical repair shop. Use could
result in an electrocution.

Briefs
From Page 1
______________________


