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If at first you don’t succeed, try looking
in the trash can for the directions.

— Quips & Quotes

Printmaking workshop
The Stanlee and Gerald Rubin Center for
the Visual Arts will host “El Maestro y Los
Animales: A Family Printmaking Work-
shop” for children ages 5-12 and their
families. The special series of workshops
is part of the Rubin Gallery’s current ex-
hibit “El Maestro Francisco Toledo: Art
from Oaxaca, 1959 – 2006.” The classes
are free and open to the public, however,
pre-registration is required. There is a limit
of 15 students per workshop. Classes will
be held from 1 to 3 p.m. on July 7, 14 and
21. Workshops will include a gallery talk
about the work on display and a hands-on
art activity where students can create their
own animal block prints. For more infor-
mation or to register, call 915/747-6151
or visit www.utep.edu/artsculture.

Crime Stoppers
El Paso schools are being hard-hit by sum-
mer heat, not from the sun, but from fires
that are intentionally set. Two school fires
this past week totaled more than $105,000
in damages, damages that we citizens have
to pay for. Both fires were set on Tuesday,
June 26th. The first was at 6:30 a.m. in
the playground at Edgemere Elementary
School in the 10,000 block of Edgemere
on the east side. Witnesses at the scene
stated that 3 Hispanic individuals between
the ages of 14 to 17 years of age, wearing
white t-shirts with a red number 7, were
seen leaving the area soon after the fire
started. The second fire on that day was at
8:00 a.m. at Morehead Middle School in the
5,600 block of Confetti on the west
sidGorditasght inside a classroom, causing
over $5,000 in damages. The classroom had
also been vandalized and burglarized. Both
of these fires were determined to be inten-
tionally set. If you have any information
about these cases, call Crime Stoppers at
566-TIPS (566-8477) or on-line at
www.crimestoppersofelpaso.org. You can
remain anonymous and, if your tip leads to
an arrest, you can qualify for a cash reward.

UTEP registration
If you’re thinking about taking classes at
UTEP this fall, now is the time to register.
Registration for returning students is un-
derway through Friday, Aug. 17. Late reg-
istration is Thursday, Aug. 23, through
Friday, Aug. 24, and Monday, Aug. 27,
through Thursday, Aug. 30. Students can
register online using Goldmine at
www.utep.edu or by touchtone telephone
at 915/545-1145. There is still time to ap-
ply for federal, state and university-based
financial aid, including UTEP’s new finan-
cial programs: the UTEP Promise, the
UTEP Success Plan and the Guaranteed
Tuition Plan. Students can apply for fed-
eral and state aid by visiting
www.fafsa.ed.gov. Emergency tuition and
book loans and installment plans are also
available through the Office of Financial

A leading education magazine ranks
three health-related programs at UTEP
among the top in the nation in graduating
Hispanics, demonstrating the key role the
University plays in boosting the number
of quality minorities entering the health
care field.

For the second year in a row, the UTEP
School of Nursing ranks fourth in the na-
tion in awarding nursing degrees to His-
panics, according to a June 2007 issue of
Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education
magazine. UTEP ranks sixth in awarding
degrees in rehabilitation sciences, which
include physical and occupational therapy
and speech-language pathology.

“Our programs provide unique educa-
tional opportunities for hundreds of stu-
dents who are traditionally
underrepresented in the health fields,” said
Kathleen A. Curtis, Ph.D., dean of the Col-
lege of Health Sciences. “As the leading
provider of health professionals for the re-
gion, we are proud of the achievements
of our graduates and faculty.”

In 2006, UTEP’s rehabilitation sciences
department graduated 39 students, 64 per-
cent of them Hispanic.

Also ranking fourth is the UT Austin
Pharmacy School, where about 85 percent
of Hispanics earning pharmacy degrees
are UTEP students enrolled in the UTEP-
UT Austin Cooperative Pharmacy Pro-
gram. Under the pharmacy doctoral pro-
gram created in 1995, students attend
UTEP for four years and the University
of Texas at Austin for two. The pharmacy
school graduated 21 Hispanic students in
2006, 17 of them from UTEP.

The Hispanic Outlook rankings are based
on 2006 data as reported by the Department
of Education’s National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics.

UTEP continues to make great strides in
enrolling and graduating professionals in
high-demand areas, including engineering
and health care fields. Graduates of UTEP’s
health-related programs are readily placed
in facilities in the El Paso region and across
the nation.

In May, Hispanic Outlook ranked UTEP
fourth in awarding bachelor’s degrees to His-
panics, and third in awarding bachelor’s in
health sciences to Hispanics.

“As a premier Hispanic-serving School of
Nursing, we are honored to again be recog-
nized for our contribution to increasing the
number of Hispanic nurses in the nation,”
said School of Nursing Dean Robert L.
Anders, Ph.D. In 2006, the School of Nurs-
ing graduated 140 students, 75 percent of
them Hispanic.

 “We are committed to excellence,”
Anders said. “And our graduates are provid-
ing cultural and professionally competent
care to our citizens.”

UTEP’s Health
and Nursing
Programs
ranked top in
the nation

Special to the Courier
By Laura Cruz
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PUCKER UP FOR THE PIG — Canutillo High School FFA students, Otoniel Castillo
and Jose Munoz, shown from left, hold a two-month-old pig, while CES Principal
Hector Giron puckers up to give him a big kiss on his snout in front of more than 800
students, faculty and staff. Story on page 6.

Principal pays up

An end-of-year project for two Americas
High School graduates continues on in the sum-
mer. When Alyssa De
La Rosa and Krystal
Nevarez started their
Texas Performance
Standards Project at the
beginning of the school
year, neither had ex-
pected being part of a
gallery exhibit. On June
22, weeks after present-
ing their photograph
collection to judges,
Krystal and Alyssa’s
work went on display at
the OLO gallery in downtown El Paso.

The students spent the past year learning
about photography techniques and digital en-
hancements as well as the inner workings of

Alyssa De La Rosa Krystal Nevarez

Americas grads exhibit photography
By Irma Flores

Special to the Courier

galleries. But putting together their first show
also proved to be a challenge.

“We didn’t know if people were going to like
it,” says Krystal. “We had grown so attached
to the photographs. It was like putting your-
self out there.”

“This was an eye-
opening experience,”
says Alyssa. “It showed
us not only about pho-
tography, but what it
takes to get an exhibit
in a gallery.”

The two had pre-
sented their original 30-
piece collection in May
to local artists including
Andrea Gates Ingle, co-
founder of Creative
Kids and the OLO gal-

lery. Gates and her husband, artist and Creative
Kids director Stephen Ingle, offered the girls a

See EXHIBIT, Page 5

HORIZON — Horizon City is growing up
and suffering growing pains along the way, ac-
cording to Horizon City Police Chief Antonio
Aguilar, who recently reported on the types and
frequency of criminal acts being committed in
the town.

“We attribute the increase in vandalism,
criminal mischief, graffiti, and burglaries, just
like the City of El Paso is experiencing, to ju-
veniles committing more crimes during the
summer months when school is not in session,”
Aguilar said. “However, in Horizon City, the
main factors contributing to the increase in
crimes against property are the accelerated
population growth, a younger generation mov-

Horizon suffers increase in crime with growth spurt
ing in, and an understaffed police force. Just
like the Socorro Police Department, our offic-
ers are working by themselves on graveyards
(shifts), and we can’t adequately patrol the city
as we used to.”

Chief Aguilar said last week was no excep-
tion with Horizon City experiencing vandal-
ism and burglaries. In one night alone, van-
dals burglarized four vehicles in the Kingston,
Roslyn, and Brill Circle areas. The Sheriff’s
Department Crimes Scene Unit responded to
the burglaries and processed the scenes for
possible fingerprint evidence. Identification of

See HORIZON, Page 4
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Reyes Reports By U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes
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One perspective
By Francis Shrum
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Open
7AM - 8PM

Daily

I guess it’s
been going

on for generations, this business
about nobody being in charge.

I think that’s why Harry Truman
got so many kudos from the Ameri-

can public when he boldly pro-
claimed that “The Buck Stops Here.”

He was among the last of a dying
breed, I’m afraid.

Everybody wants to be the top
monkey with the recognition and the

accolades but nobody is willing to
shoulder the responsibility.

So what we have is chaos.
In a recent business class, our in-

structor explained that the structure
of the corporate world is changing
from the traditional form, which was
hierarchical, with a boss on top who
is in charge.

This boss had to understand the
business, know what needed to be
done, and hire people that he could
depend on to fulfill various respon-
sibilities and to have oversight of
other employees and so forth and
so on.

You know, the trickle-down theory.
Unfortunately, like teachers,

nurses, EMTs and policemen, a per-
son willing to take the heat even
when it gets uncomfortable is getting
harder and harder to find. Like nurs-
ing and teaching, being a boss re-
quires selflessness. It requires that
you put the welfare of others before
your own and do the right thing even
when you don’t want to.

A boss has to work harder than
anyone he hires. That’s a job descrip-
tion that doesn’t attract a lot of can-
didates.

In order to get people to be the
boss, businesses had to pay them a
lot of money, but they found that this
didn’t work too well. Hired bosses
wanted these huge contracts attached
to golden parachutes just in case
things didn’t work out, which all too
often they didn’t.

So corporate boards of directors
— who operate on the principle
that they should get as much indi-
vidually as they can as quick as

When the buck
doesn’t stop

they can before they die or get
voted off the board — found the
perfect way to get around this.

They simply dispensed with the
position of boss. They instituted what
is called lateral management. This
means hiring a whole bunch of man-
agers for a whole lot less money so
that if one of them quits or dies, they
don’t care.

These multiple managers have way
too much to do, so they don’t have
time to communicate or learn a lot
about how the company actually
works, and they aren’t responsible to
anyone in particular.

In other words, the right hand
doesn’t know what the left hand is
doing.

There isn’t anyone in a supervisory
position who will answer their ques-
tions or give them direction so deci-
sions can never be made. Problems
are routinely postponed until they
either work themselves out or get
shoved under the rug to fester until
they re-emerge larger and more
troublesome than ever.

Even if these managers do try to
interact with each other, their respon-
sibilities are constantly changing so
they don’t have opportunity to get
really good at their own jobs, let
alone learn about what anyone else
is doing. So, in those brief moments
at the end of only-one-hour-long
monthly meetings in which they are
supposed to solve a month’s worth
of difficulties — when the facilitator
says, “Is there anything anyone wants
to add?” — they don’t have anything
to say.

They are  supposed to  look

upon one another as “team mem-
bers” so instead of having the
best interest of the company in
mind, they become overly con-
cerned about what is happening
at the cubicle-level.

This is true for even the most re-
spectable and responsible among
these managers because if one of
them begins to learn too much
and become too knowledgeable,
the board of directors will frus-
trate the whole process by utiliz-
ing the three R’s of business: re-
organizing, restructuring or relo-
cating. Sometimes they use a
fourth R: removing.

Just to make sure everything
stays efficiently confused, they pe-
riodically introduce a whole new
computer software package,
whether they need it or not, which
undermines everyone’s productiv-
ity for at least a year. This is
roughly as effective as when God
confused the languages at the
Tower of Babel.

A friend of mine who retired from
the military not long ago said that
troop training methods had changed
so dramatically that he felt there was
no place for him there anymore. He
said officers are no longer allowed
the necessary authority to establish
workable units — in short, military
units are being trained as lateral
groups. That’s real comforting in a
combat situation.

In essence, there are no longer any
bosses, no one is in charge, no one is
responsible and nothing is ever
solved.

The buck just never stops.

On July 4,
1776, our
forefathers

claimed our independence from
Great Britain. Over 230 years later,
we still pause every Fourth of July
to celebrate that we are, as Francis
Scott Key later wrote in the Star
Spangled Banner, “the land of the
free and the home of the brave.”
Though we traditionally associate the
Fourth of July with hot dogs, fire-
works, and other festivities, we must
also remember the sacrifices of those
who fought, and are fighting, for our
freedom. We must pay homage to our
soldiers who gave their lives in the
past, those who continue to fight for
us now in Iraq and Afghanistan, as
well as their families who await their
safe return. Their courage and brav-
ery are a true testament to our strong
values as a nation.

This week is also a time to reflect
on why our forefathers originally
sought out America. They came for
many reasons — to flee religious per-
secution, to explore new territory, to
start a new life. Despite these vari-
ous reasons, they all shared one com-
mon goal — to become members and
citizens of a community, to pursue
what became known as ‘the Ameri-
can dream.’

Today, thousands of people still
want to share in our American dream.
As we celebrate our independence,
it is important to continue helping
those who want to become citizens
of our great nation. I am again work-

Citizenship workshop
planned for July 21

ing with the Diocesan Migrant and
Refugee Services, Inc. (DMRS) to
create another Free Citizenship
Workshop. Our first two workshops,
one in 2006 and the other just re-
cently in May 2007, were so success-
ful and well-attended that we felt we
had to plan another event as soon as
possible.

This workshop will be held on Sat-
urday, July 21 from 8:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. at the DRMS office at
2400 East Yandell. Local volunteers
and immigration attorneys will be
available to assist eligible immigrants
apply for citizenship status. It’s im-
portant to stress that, in order to ap-
ply for citizenship, you must be one
of the following:

(1) A Lawful Permanent Resident
for at least five years and at least 18
years old; or

(2) A Lawful Permanent Resident
for at least three years and at least 18
years old if you have been married
to and living with the same U.S. citi-
zen for the last three years AND your
spouse has been a U.S. citizen for the
last three years;

To apply for citizenship, people
should bring the following to the
workshop: (1) evidence of permanent
residency (Green Card), Social Se-
curity card, and State ID or Drivers
license; (2) money order for $400
dollars payable to Citizenship and
Immigration Services; (3) copies of
income tax returns for the past five
years (three years if married to a
United States citizen — also bring

evidence that your spouse has been a
citizen for three years); (4) Marriage
certificate and proof of termination
of all prior marriages of you or your
spouse; (5) Selective Service infor-
mation (men only); and (6) Records
of any arrest (if any).

Due to the popularity of these
workshops, we decided to register
participants for this new event. We
didn’t want to make anyone stand
in line for a burdensome amount
of time. If you are interested in at-
tending, please call my office at
534-4400 as soon as possible. We
can schedule the first 120 people
who make appointments. I also
want to ensure you are aware of the
fee increases proposed by the Bu-
reau of Citizenship and Immigration
(CIS) Services. The CIS fee will in-
crease from $400 to $675 (including
biometric fees) on July 30, which
makes our July 21 event even more
timely.

Whether we are honoring and re-
membering our soldiers serving in
Iraq or assisting someone with be-
coming a citizen, we are making con-
tribution to our fundamental values
of life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness. This week, we are reminded
of all those who comprise our na-
tional community. We celebrate our
diversity, our struggles, our triumphs,
and our dreams. We celebrate our
independence and especially as a
nation at war, we honor those sacri-
ficing their lives for our indepen-
dence and freedom.
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Por la Gente By State Rep. Chente Quintanilla

Hola, mi gente,
This week we cel-

ebrate a most special holiday — the Fourth of
July. Our nation declared independence from
Great Britain with the publication of the Dec-
laration of Independence. The document was
historical, not only for our nation, but for the
world. For the first time, a document which rep-
resented the hearts of a nation of people declared
that all men are equal. The significance of that
declaration is still very important today.

During this week of picnics, backyard BBQs
and fireworks, I hope that all of you remember
to be careful. While our children enjoy fire-
crackers and bottle rockets, it is very impor-
tant to make them aware of the dangers to little
hands and eyes that those explosives pose. And,
of course, you adults must be careful with the
consumption of alcoholic beverages. We don’t
want any El Pasoans injured or killed because
of alcohol, so please be very careful.

Our flag, the symbol of our nation, also has
other symbolic meanings. The thirteen stripes
represent the thirteen original colonies that
declared independence with Great Britain. The
stripes are made up of red and white colors.
The stars in the box represent our current 50
United States. This part of the flag is made up

Americans should
unite under the flag

Write stuff

of a blue background and white stars.
Those symbolic meaning work to connect

our nation today with our nation at its birth.
The one commonality between the box and
stripes is the color white.

Today, we have two major political parties,
the Democratic and Republican parties. Coin-
cidentally, those parties are also represented by
colors. All of you have seen on presidential elec-
tion nights how each of the states vote: blue for
democrat and red for republican. Unlike our flag,
there is nothing for the color white to represent.

Today, however, I would like to make the
color white the official color of both parties.
The color is part of the symbolism of our past
and of today. It can also be symbolic of an-
other thing: we are all proud citizens of the
United States. That is why I want all of us to put
aside the party affiliation this week and be united
as Americans only. Let’s celebrate blue and red
on the flag only, celebrate white to unite all of us
and leave the political partisanship for later.

Once again, friends, have a safe and enjoy-
able Fourth of July holiday. Oh and also have
a “white” Fourth of July.

Gracias, mi gente, and I remain your friend
and public servant,

Chente for la gente.

Dear Editor:
Americans should be very disturbed about the

federal government’s plans to have the United
States join the Security and Prosperity Partner-
ship (SPP) that will merge the U.S., Mexico, and
Canada into one nation with open borders by year
2010. The federal government also is quietly
working to entangle us in a North American
Union (NAU) similar to the European Union.

In 1993, Congress entangled us in the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) that
is now being used as the basis for the SPP and
NAU. We must repeal NAFTA if we are to re-
main a free and independent nation. Concerned
citizens need to tell their U.S. Representative
and both U.S. Senators to support H. Con. Res.
22 to withdraw the U.S. from NAFTA, and H.
Con. Res. 40 to Stop the NAU!

Nancy B. Brennan
Camarillo, CA

Dear editor:
Accepted definitions of “genocide” generally

involve the mass killings of people belonging to
a particular group. Selecting the black people in
Africa for misery, disease, and death by deliber-
ately depriving them of life-saving DDT, as de-
scribed in http://www.jbs.org/node/1603, is,
therefore, consistent with the ordinary definition.

World energy rationing, by preventing the
construction of refineries and atomic power
plants, affects a much broader socioeconomic
group. This group is perhaps best defined by
those who are not in it. Al Gore, for example,
flies about in expensive personal jet planes,
lives in a home that uses 20 times the energy
as that of ordinary people, and rides in gas-
guzzling limousines. He obviously does not
consider himself to be in the group who must
submit to energy rationing.

World taxation, rationing, and shortages of
energy will hurt primarily the poor, lower, and
middle classes sufficiently to markedly in-
crease their death rates. The upper classes
within which the hysteria for global energy ra-
tioning has originated expect to maintain their
own lifestyles with only minor inconvenience.

While, therefore, the group of people who
have been selected for diminished lives, suf-
fering, and death from energy rationing and the
resulting technological decline is larger than
ordinarily associated with genocide, the num-
ber of likely deaths is also much larger than in
previous genocides.

I think the term “genocide” appropriately de-
scribes the outcome of world energy rationing.

Frank M. Pelteson
Las Vegas, NV
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Town of Horizon City
PUBLIC NOTICE
A PUBLIC HEARING will be held at 6:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, July 10, 2007 during the Regular Council
Meeting at City Hall, 14999 Darrington Road, Horizon
City, Texas. Purpose of the public hearing is to allow any
interested persons to appear and testify regarding the
following proposed ordinance(s):

1) Repeal and Replace Ordinance No. 0049 —
Defining and Prohibiting Noise Nuisances within
the Town Limits of the Town of Horizon City.

Those who are unable to attend may submit their views
in writing to the City Clerk of Horizon City. Accommo-
dations for handicapped persons will be available and in-
dividuals in need of special assistance for attending the
hearing are encouraged to contact the City Clerk at 915-
852-1046, forty-eight (48) hours prior to this meeting.
Ordinances are available for viewing or copying upon re-
quest from the City Clerk at the above address or call
915-852-1046, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Fidel Morales
Interim City Clerk

WTCC: 07-05-07

Town of Horizon City
PUBLIC NOTICE
During the Regular Council Meeting on Tuesday,
June 26, 2007 the Town of Horizon City Council
approved the following ordinance(s):

1) Amendment No. 018 of Zoning Ordinance No.
0102 to add a new Section 404.2, “Uses Permit-
ted by Specific Use Permit,” so as to provide a
mechanism whereby a dwelling unit may be used,
for a limited time, as a sales office for a new hous-
ing development.

Ordinances are always available for viewing or copying
upon request from the City Clerk at Town Hall, 14999
Darrington Road, Horizon City, Texas, Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. or call 915-852-1046.

Fidel Morales
Interim City Clerk

WTCC: 07-05-07

Town of Anthony
PUBLIC NOTICE
A PUBLIC HEARING will be held at 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, July 10, 2007 during the Regular Town Council
Meeting at Anthony Town Hall, 401 Wildcat Dr.,
Anthony, Texas. Purpose of the public hearing is to allow
any interested person to appear and testify at the hearing
regarding the following proposed ordinance(s), second
reading:

1) Ordinance No. 4441.  An ordinance adopting
the 2006 International Building Code for use in
Construction within the Town Limits of the Town
of Anthony, Texas.

1) Ordinance No. 4442.  An ordinance adopting
the 2006 International Plumbing Code for use in
Construction within the Town Limits of the Town
of Anthony, Texas.

1) Ordinance No. 443.  An ordinance amending
Ordinance No. 437, adjusting water and sewer
fees within the Town Limits of the Town of
Anthony, Texas.

Ordinances are too extensive to print. Ordinances are al-
ways available for viewing or copying upon request from
the Town Clerk at the above address. Those that are un-
able to attend may submit their written comments to the
Town of Anthony, P.O. Box 1269, Anthony, Texas 79821.
Persons  in need of assistance to attend are encouraged to
contact the Town Clerk at 886-3944.

Myriam P. Uribe
Town Clerk

WTCC: 07/05/07

responsible subjects is under inves-
tigation.

Various areas used for public
recreation have also suffered. The
Oz Glaze Senior Citizens Center
was tagged with graffiti on the
front doors, the rear walls and en-
trance area as was the playground
area and equipment at the adjoin-
ing Horizon City Municipal park.
The graffiti was done with spray
paint and contained blue monikers
from the “CBS” gang. Similar
markings were also found last
week at the 15000 block of
Ashford street.

Several vehicles on Homestead
reported graffiti to their vehicles by
unknown vandals, including ob-
scene writings with permanent
markers.

Homes under construction in the
area have also suffered thefts. Last
month, on May 12, 2007, three
men were arrested by Officers J.

Horizon
From Page 1
______________________

Change is constant in our global
economy. New occupations are
emerging and advances in technol-
ogy are rendering some jobs obso-
lete. Employers report that they ex-
pect to hire more workers with a post-
secondary education and fewer work-
ers with only a high school diploma.
The U.S. Department of Labor indi-
cates that approximately 80 percent
of the fastest-growing jobs in today’s
economy require some form of post-
secondary education or training.

Since its creation in 1917, voca-
tional education has evolved to help
our country remain competitive and
to meet the constantly changing
needs of workers and employers.

To be employable in today’s
economy, students need a solid foun-
dation of reading, writing and arith-
metic; strong technical skills; and
problem-solving and creative think-
ing skills. To meet these new de-
mands, vocational education must
continue to change.

Federal reforms have eliminated the

View from here By Brooke Dollens Terry

dual tracks in public schools for col-
lege-bound and non-college bound
students. As a result, vocational edu-
cation classes should prepare students
for all types and levels of education,
including an industry-recognized cre-
dential, a certificate, an associate de-
gree, a baccalaureate degree, and an
advanced degree. Congress made such
extensive changes to the programs
purpose they changed the name from
vocational education to “career and
technology education.”

Today’s career and technology
classes include architecture, engi-
neering, bio-technology, nursing,
DNA forensics, landscaping, com-
puter software engineering and robot-
ics. The broad array of courses helps
students identify their career interests
and provides them course credit to-
ward a certificate or degree.

Texas is also making positive
changes to career and technology
education. The 80th Texas Legisla-
ture passed a bill by Rep. Susan King
to update and increase the rigor of

the career and technology curricu-
lum. HB 3485 also establishes a
panel of experts to review course
credit transferability from high
school to post-secondary institutions.

These changes are extremely impor-
tant since rigorous and relevant high
school course-work that leads to a job
can often be a motivating factor for
students to finish high school and con-
tinue their education. The ease in
which course credits transfer to a com-
munity college can make the transi-
tion to post-secondary education seam-
less. It can also save students valuable
time toward earning their certificate or
degree, not to mention saving taxpay-
ers money by reducing the number of
hours needed to complete a certificate
or degree at public two- and four-year
institutions.

The federal and state changes
move in the right direction because
they help students be more competi-
tive and better prepared for their fu-
ture. But to fully prepare students for
the challenges in college and the
workplace, more changes are needed.

The quality of career and technol-
ogy courses must improve by incor-
porating current business practices.
Schools need to encourage career and
technology teachers to update their
knowledge on a regular basis through
professional development opportuni-
ties. Professional development can

help teachers stay abreast of techno-
logical changes in the workplace so they
can keep their curriculum, projects, and
real-world examples current.

Texas public schools must also at-
tract the best and brightest minds of
the private sector into the classroom.
These professionals could share their
knowledge by being a guest lecturer,
teaching part-time, or mentoring stu-
dents who aspire to work in that par-
ticular field. The impending retire-
ment of millions of baby boomers
opens a large pool of potential teach-
ers with technical skills.

Texas must make sure that teacher
certification requirements are not so
burdensome and time-consuming
that they prevent knowledgeable
workers and retirees from teaching.
Individuals wanting to make a career
change are often discouraged by the
great deal of time and money it takes
to become certified.

Well-designed and well-taught ca-
reer and technology education courses
can improve students‚ academic and
technical skills, help keep students in
school, promote post-secondary edu-
cation, and help students get and keep
a job. Texas must continue to improve
the quality and relevance of career and
technology classes. Students‚ careers
depend on it.
______________________________________________________
Brooke Dollens Terry is an education

Help students be more competitive

Castorena and Off. Mitre who re-
sponded to a suspicious call and ar-
rested the subjects for taking new
window frames from a home under
construction Arrested and charged
with the thefts were Mejia Ivan
Castaneda, Enrique Vera, and Luis
Candela. All three subjects listed ad-
dresses outside of Horizon City.

So far, for the month of June,
HCPD officers have investigated 27
cases of criminal mischief to vehicles
or private residences in every section
of Horizon City, including 13 new
cases of graffiti.

Aguilar said the problem is further
complicated by a lack of experienced
officers to patrol the city.

“Now, we have less experienced
officers to patrol the city because we
lost most of our experienced officers
to other agencies which offer better
pay and benefits, such as ICE, Bor-
der Patrol, DPS, El Paso PD, and the
School Districts,” Aguilar said. “Of-
ficers are leaving small agencies like
Socorro PD, Anthony and Horizon
for better opportunities. We are left
with new, inexperienced officers and
we have to start (training) from
scratch. Crime is generally going to
increase during the summer months,
but if you have a well equipped, ex-
perienced team of officers, many
crimes of opportunity can be deterred
and prevented with the proper num-
ber of officers working diligently at
night and on weekends.

“The next approach for Horizon
Police Department is to request from
its City Council an increase its man-
ning table from the current 12 full-
time positions to 18 full time paid
positions, two more sergeants, and
one lieutenant. Also, we are starting
the new Citizens on Patrol Program
to assist our officers and make use of
our community resources. We will be
holding Town Hall meetings and put-
ting out flyers to recruit volunteers
from our community,” he said. “Any-
one interested may call 852-1047. We
also encourage any person that may
have any information on the current
vandalism in Horizon City to call the
HCPD at 852-1047 or the Sheriff’s
Department Dispatcher at 546-2280.”

policy analyst at the Texas Public
Policy Foundation, a non-profit, free-
market research institute based in
Austin. She can be contacted at
bterry@texaspolicy.com.
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EL PASO COUNTY — The Texas
Cooperative Extension has free infor-
mation available on what to do be-
fore, during and after a flood, said
an Extension expert.

In addition to disaster-related pub-
lications, the Extension has a variety
of information and tips related to pre-
paring for and recovering from flood-
ing available through the Internet,
said Janie Harris, Extension housing
and environment specialist.

Special to the Courier
By Paul Schattenberg

Agency provides free information on flood preparation, recovery

spot in their gallery’s Cultural Cruise
exhibit.

“At first, we didn’t believe it would
get into a gallery,” says Alyssa. “We
are working with the OLO gallery in
hopes of getting more exposure.”

Her partner, Krystal agrees, “I’m
really grateful for this opportunity. In
the fall, our teacher said this project
would open doors for us.”

After putting their first show to-
gether, the girls would like to continue
to follow what had been an interest last
summer. Alyssa is planning to go to
UTEP in the fall and study pre-med
and Krystal hopes to pursue a career
in graphics and attend an art institute
that specializes in graphic design.

Their Texas Performance Standards
Project was one of many submitted by
seniors in the Socorro Independent
School District. For the past school
year, 18 seniors from Americas,
Montwood and Socorro High Schools
have researched, developed and pro-
duced special projects as part of the
Texas Performance Standards Project
program. Along with the project sub-
mitted Krystal and Alyssa, judges re-
viewed musical compositions, autobi-
ographies and videogames all created
by seniors.

“These projects gave them the op-
portunity to pursue something they
are passionate about and want to
learn more about,” says Lynne
DeLeon, Gifted and Talented Instruc-
tional Specialist - Grades 6-12.” This
is different to the work they usually
do. We are challenging them to pro-
duce at the next level.”

One project combined math and
music. One Americas student used
mathematical equations instead of a
muse to create his own musical score.
The music is composed and played by
a student and a soundtrack of elec-
tronic music put together by using ex-
perimental mathematical equations.
Fernie Hernandez studied the Fi-
bonacci Series in exploring the correla-
tion between music and mathematics.

“They do so much research and
analysis on their projects, this gives
them the opportunity to showcase their
hard work,” says De Leon. “It is quite
intense and rewarding. Students feel
that this has made them grow up.”

Other projects included presenta-
tions on teenage vehicle ownership,
reading from an autobiographical
book, a demonstration of a
videogame in which the characters
are based on Greek Mythology, pre-
sentations on Anorexia Nervosa, a
virtual tour of a crime scene, video
on hearing loss and hearing issues,
and an awareness presentation on El
Paso’s mentally ill population.

Exhibit
From Page 1
______________________

“With flooding, there are a num-
ber of things you can do to minimize
damage to your home or business,
protect your family’s health and re-
store your property after the flood,”
she said. “Extension provides useful,
objective information that we hope
will help keep property safe.”

The Texas Extension Disaster Edu-
cation Network site, http://

texashelp.tamu.edu, has access to in-
formation on flood preparation,
cleaning flood-damaged homes,
emergency food and water supplies,
the national flood insurance program
and post-flooding safety precautions.
Information on floods may be found
under the “Hot Topics” section of the
site’s home page.

The site also contains a link to the

free “Preparing for the Unexpected”
booklet, which provides details on
what steps to take in advance of a
natural disaster or other emergency
situation. The booklet is also avail-
able in Spanish.

More information on flooding
preparation and recovery can be
found under the “Disasters & Emer-
gencies” link at the Extension Book-
store, http://tcebookstore.org. This
site contains free printable materials
on topics including flood recovery

safety tips, controlling mold, basic
first aid, caring for important papers
and post-disaster considerations for
older adults.

“(People) need to be aware of pos-
sible structural or electrical damage
and possible damage to gas lines.
They also need to be aware of pos-
sible contamination from flood wa-
ter and what they can do to reduce
that risk,” Harris said. The potential
for mold is another consideration. For
more information: 851-2515.
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Classified Ads

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
15 words - $5 per week; 35 words - $10 per week

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

___________  ___________  ___________  ___________

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

STOP HERE
FOR $5 AD.(         )

Please print.Send form and
payment (no cash) to:

West Texas County Courier
15344 Werling Ct.

Horizon City, TX 79928

Deadline: Mondays

Contact Information:

Name: ________________________

Phone: ________________________

SERVING ANTHONY, VINTON, CANUTILLO, EAST MONTANA, HORIZON, SOCORRO, CLINT, FABENS, SAN ELIZARIO AND TORNILLO

19
73

2007

YEARS34

Village of Vinton
PUBLIC NOTICE
A PUBLIC HEARING will be held at 6:00 p.m. during a
Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting on Thurs-
day, July 19, 2007 at the Vinton Village Hall, 436 E.
Vinton Rd., Vinton, Texas. Purpose of the public hearing
is to allow any interested persons to appear and testify
regarding the following proposed item(s):

1) Consider a request for rezoning from C-1 to
M-1 of Vinton Hills Commercial Park Unit II,
Lot 1B, Village of Vinton, El Paso County, Texas
(Jesse Trigg Drive).

Citizens unable to attend this meeting may submit their
views and proposals to Ivana Renteria, Village Deputy
Clerk at the City Hall. Persons with disabilities that wish
to attend this meeting should contact City Hall at
(915)886-5104 to arrange for assistance. Individuals who
require auxiliary aids or services for this meeting should
contact City Hall at least two days before the meeting so
that appropriate arrangements can be made.

Ivana Renteria
Village Deputy Clerk

WTCC: 07/05/07

LEGAL

SOCORRO
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Invitation to
Bid/Respond:

Sealed bids/pro-
posals/CSP/RFP to
furnish the District
with the following
products and/or
services will be ac-
cepted at the fol-
lowing times:

TUESDAY,
JULY 12, 2007

LIBRARY
BOOKS
CSP NO.

199-0712-7101
ACCEPTED

UNTIL
2:00 P.M.

LETTER
JACKETS
CSP NO.

199-0712-7125
ACCEPTED

UNTIL
2:30 P.M.

Proposals will be
received at Busi-
ness Services
Dept., 12300
Eastlake Drive, El
Paso, Texas 79928
until the specified
times. Detailed
specifications are
available from the
above office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4

p.m. Mondays
through Fridays
and on the Socorro
ISD website:
www.sisd.net.
WTCC-06/28/07
________________________

BUSINESS
RENTAL

20 ’X45' space for
rent. $250/month,
852-9371, Horizon
Self Storage.
8/30
________________________________________________

JOBS

Star Cutz solicita
estilista tiempo
completo pago por
comision. Con
licencia y
esperiencia. 329-
7817.
________________________

Immediate part-
time opening for
experienced small
engine repair per-
son. Applications
available at Ace
Hardware located
at 117 N. Fabens
Street in Fabens,
Texas. (915) 764-

2239.
7/5
________________________

DOCUMENT
ASSISTANCE

Divorce documents
prepared, includes
petition, waiver, fi-
nal decree. Covers
children and prop-
erty. $275. (915)
851-1425.
_____________________________________

REAL
ESTATE

For Sale: Former
Justice Court Build-
ing,12708 Alameda
in Clint,TX. Call
Frank Macias, 851-
2007/588-0968.
7/28
________________________

SELF-HELP

Persons who have
a problem with al-
cohol are offered a
free source of help
locally. Alcoholics
Anonymous - call
562-4081 for infor-
mation.

Tiene problemas
con el alcohol? Hay
una solucíon.
Informacion: 838-
6264.
________________________

STORAGE

National Self
Storage

BRAND NEW
UNITS

10’x20' - Special
$85/mth for 3
months. Call
Blanca or Gina.
852-8300.
________________________

10’X20' space for
rent.$65/month.

852-9371
Horizon Self

Storage.
________________________

SERVICES

“Windshield
Ding —

Gimme a Ring”
JIFFY GLASS

REPAIR
Windshield Repair

Specialists
By appt. at your
home or office:

R.V. Dick
Harshberger

915-852-9082
________________________

HORIZON CITY
PLUMBING
852-1079

• Electric rooter
service for sewers

and drains
• Appliance
installation

• Many other
plumbing services
Licensed, bonded

and insured for
your protection.

________________________

AV
CONSTRUCTION

• Additions &
remodeling

• Custom-made
Kitchen

• Bathroom
Remodeling

• Porches, Patios
& Carports

• Cornice & Fascia
Repairs

• Decks & Ramps
• Garage

Conversions &
Enclosures

FREE ESTI-
MATES

433-4102
Ask for Al

7/26
________________________

It was announced last week that Barry Bonds
would start as an outfielder for the National
League in this year’s All-Star Game in San
Francisco.

How convenient that is for one of the more
infamous figures in sports today.

People (no doubt from some Northern Cali-
fornia city) voted for Bonds heavily just be-
fore the polls closed to push him over the top.

Getting to start in front of the home fans, the
only fans who will not boo this guy right out
of the ballpark, is very lucky for Bonds and
the MLB broadcast.

Baseball was about to be faced with a diffi-
cult decision whether it wanted Bonds on the

National team if he didn’t get the fan votes.
But his getting voted in solved that. And the

fact that the game is in San Francisco, makes
the process much easier because baseball ex-
ecutives won’t have to sit and endure thousands
of fans booing a player in what is supposed to
be a fun-filled event.

But again, this only helps Barry Bonds.
Once again, Major League Baseball will give

this guy a pass, an intentional walk past any
harsh penalty he should have already received
for steroid and human growth hormone use,
tax evasion and perjury.

The fans in the stadium will give this guy a
standing ovation at the game, while everyone
else knows he would be heckled everywhere else.

It’s too bad baseball has to drag this guy out
one more time so we can continue the charade
about his status among the game’s elite.

Bonds is one
of the best play-
ers that ever
lived, but so was
Pete Rose, who
has paid a heavy
price for his lack
in judgment and
maybe always
will.

When will

Bonds start paying?
It’s my belief that eventually something will

come out of all these Bonds accusations and
when it does, the home run record will con-
tinue to be seen as still Hank Aaron’s.

And I’m okay with that. Aaron had class,
dignity and a respect for the game. All those
attributes are missing from Barry’s arsenal.

Mark McGwire, Sammy Sosa, Jason Giambi
and Rafael Palmeiro have already started to feel
the heat. Their reputations will be tarnished
forever.

Barry Bonds’ name may make it to the record
books for hitting more home runs than anyone
else, but it will not be taken seriously for very
long — if at all.

Bonds is already as transparent as they come
— hope it’s not long before he disappears al-
together.

Athletes behavin’ badly
Do any of these high-priced athletes even

get it?
Take the case of [now former] Chicago Bears

lineman Tank Johnson. You remember Tank
Johnson, the guy who never met an assault
weapon he didn’t like.

He’s just another in the growing number of
NFL players who just can’t seem to grasp the
horrible reality that he is not above the law.

I know that NFL organizations let their star
players get away with almost anything they
want (maybe short of doing an O.J.), but these
guys have got to understand that it’s really not
that hard to be a good citizen, parent and role
model.

But still, the Tank Johnson’s of the world
are going to do what they want to do — and
not much else.

After already getting in numerous scrapes
with the law concerning weapons and drug
charges, Johnson was suspended for a while
by the NFL last season and he vowed to be a
good boy from now on.

Liar, liar pants on fire.
Johnson then went out and got himself ar-

rested on DUI charges a few days ago and the
Bears acted immediately and kicked him off
the team.

The Tank is now teamless and he can thank
himself for his predicament.

I can honestly say that I was stunned and
pleased by the quick and sudden action of the
Bears. It’s about time that teams start to take
this kind of ruthless behavior seriously.

It says a lot when Paris Hilton pays a bigger
price than most of these dangerous thugs in
the world of professional sports.

Are you listening out there Cincinnati
Bengals?

Bonds in All-Star Game despite lingering questions of drugs

OFFICE FOR LEASE
1,000 sq. ft. in

prime location in
Horizon City.

Split layout with 300 sq. ft.
undivided space next to 700 sq.
ft. of offices (2 private offices w/
reception or open office space.

Both sides have public entry
doors and bathrooms.

Refrigerated air system.
Security system.

Contact HCIA at
852-1811 for details.

Canutillo administrators kiss pig

CANUTILLO — In rec-
ognition of Canutillo El-
ementary School students’
book reading achievements
and to the cheers and ap-
plause of the entire student
body and faculty, CES’s
Principal Hector Giron and
Vice Principal Juan
Gonzalez took turns kissing
a pig the day before school
ended for summer vacation.

The CES students reading goal for
the month of April was 8,000 books.
They surpassed that goal and read a
total of 10,932 books for the month.

As a reward for their accomplishment,
the students’ witnessed Giron and
Gonzalez kissing a pig provided by
Canutillo High School’s FFA program.

“I was very pleased
with the student participa-
tion and their rising to the
reading challenge for
April. This month histori-
cally drops off in the num-
ber of books read due to
the focus on TAKS tests in
third through fifth grades.
We offered the challenge
in order to generate new
enthusiasm among the stu-

dents. None of them could resist the
challenge and they all read diligently,
in order to insure that I did kiss the
pig,” said Giron.

Hector Giron

By Kim Guzman
Special to the Courier



July 5, 2007 Page 7WEST TEXAS COUNTY COURIER

King Super Crossword

Comix
OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

LIQUIDITY
ACROSS

    1 Still
    5 Little devils
    9 Lost a lap
  14 ’83 Woody Allen
film
  19 _ code
  20 Year segment
  21 Dodge
  22 Beethoven
dedicatee
  23 Melanie Griffith
movie
  25 W. Somerset
Maugham work
  27 Check recipient
  28 Marge in the fridge
  30 Impresario Hurok
  31 “Mal de _”
  32 More than more
  34 Author Martin
  38 Dick Tracy’s love
  41 Laura Esquivel
novel
  50 Southern st.
  51 Green bean
  52 Artist Joan
  53 Arrives
  54 Most painful
  57 Drivers’ lics., e.g.
  59 Bando of baseball
  60 Yarn purchases
  61 _ drum
  62 Coolidge or Gam
  64 Conspires
  66 Where the buoys
are

  67 Dachshund or dik-
dik
  70 Pop
  72 Antipollution grp.
  73 Porker’s palace
  74 With “The,” John
Irving book
  79 Russian jet
  82 Dogpatch’s Daisy
_
  83 Ballet movement
  84 “Dreaming of You”
singer
  87 Private pension
  88 Insect stage
  90 Canvas cover
  92 Layette fasteners
  94 Patriot Hale
  96 Kind
  98 Zilch
  99 Sardou drama
100 Be nosy
101 Actress Purviance
103 Mountbatten’s
rank
105 Like Austin
Powers
106 Jimmie Rodgers
hit
112 _ machine
113 Stagger
114 Loretta Young’s
birthplace
115 Lawyers’ org.
118 “_ pro nobis”
120 Certain Slav
123 Restaurateur Shor
127 “Angel of the

Morning” singer
133 “No, No, Nanette”
song
135 Actress Eve
136 Basketball venue
137 Valuable
138 Chiles or Nettleton
139 Baggage
checkers?
140 Sociable starling
141 German river
142 _ lily

DOWN
    1 “Friday the 13th”
setting
    2 Sayao solo
    3 Painter Peter
    4 “You _ Feel Like
Dancing” (’76 hit)
    5 _ Jima
    6 “The Consul”
composer
    7 Role for Rigg
    8 _ terrier
    9 Wine word
  10 Dam org.
  11 Acorn, eventually
  12 Poems of praise
  13 Spanish explorer
  14 Road to
enlightenment
  15 Antiquity,
archaically
  16 Novelist
O’Flaherty
  17 Tropical spot
  18 Will of “The

Waltons”
  24 Catty remark?
  26 Baldwin of
“Outside Providence”
  29 Lout
  33 It’s good in a pinch
  35 Morticia, to
Pugsley
  36 Rainbow goddess
  37 Remnant
  39 White House pet
  40 _ gin fizz
  41 Glasgow girl
  42 Actress Massey
  43 Designer Donna
  44 Islamic ruler
  45 Salad veggie
  46 Shout
  47 Off the mark
  48 Belief
  49 Lamb product
  55 95 Down’s real
name
  56 Big rig
  58 Bend
  60 No longer fresh
  63 Man or stallion
  65 Artistic output
  68 Big pitcher?
  69 Tragic monarch
  71 Laotian native
  75 Study for exams
  76 More macabre
  77 Or _ (threat
words)
  78 “You _ Me” (’57
hit)
  79 Capital of Belarus

  80 Persian, presently
  81 Los _, CA
  85 Ruth’s mother-in-
law
  86 Chef’s shield?
  88 Stickpin locale
  89 Cabinet wood
  91 Realty map
  93 Mean Marquis
  95 “Bonanza” brother
  97 Patella’s place
  99 Insipid
102 Dug in
104 Pie filling
107 Any time now
108 Flow
109 High rails
110 West. alliance
111 Spirals
115 Trojan War hero
116 Raymond of
“Godzilla”
117 “Celeste _” (Verdi
aria)
119 Crooked
121 Raison d’-
122 Authentic
124 Nebraska native
125 Baby branch
126 Mediocre
128 Dodger Ron
129 Minnesota twins?
130 Hamilton bill
131 Out _ limb
132 Slangy negative
134 Service charge

By Don Flood
For years Americans have been

passive, even docile, in the face of
mounting corporate and govern-
ment scandal, but June 2007 will
be remembered as the time when
public anger reached the tipping
point: The final episode of “The
Sopranos.”

Long acclaimed as the greatest
show in the history of the universe,
“The Sopranos” began as the story
of a mob boss (Tony Soprano) with
relationship issues, especially with
his mother, who, unlike many dot-
ing moms, once ordered a hit on
her son. Issues like these often pro-
duce stress in a family.

What followed was 10 years of
deals and killings and illicit drug-
taking and sex: It was a show the
whole family could enjoy.

But after 10 years, it was time
to go, if for no other reason than
that many of the major characters
had already been killed off, effec-
tively putting Tony out of a job.

In the weeks leading up to the
finale, suspense built to a feverish
pitch: Would Tony get whacked?
How would he get whacked?
Would his family get whacked too?

Instead, in the final scene, Tony
is sitting with his family in a diner;
he plays a song, “Don’t Stop Be-
lieving,” by Journey, and then sud-
denly the screen fades to black.

That’s it. The End.
Personally, I’m not sure what the

big mystery is. The cook, hearing
that lousy song one time too many,
finally snapped and slammed Tony
with a frying pan.

The second most likely explana-
tion is that we’re supposed to think
Tony retired to write self-help and
relationship books.

Why? Because everybody in
America retires to write self-help
and relationship books.

And Tony would be able to of-

‘Sopranos’ finale puts
people over the edge

fer some new wrinkles: “How to
Win Friends and Whack Enemies,”
“Operating a Strip Joint for Dum-
mies,” and “The Mother-Son Re-
lationship: How to Know When
it’s Time to Whack the Old Broad.”

But the controversy isn’t about
to die. Senate Democrats, sensing
a potent campaign issue, have al-
ready promised hearings.

Sen. Charles Schumer of New
York said the “Sopranos” finale is
“typical of the incompetent TV
programming that’s been allowed
to flourish under the Bush admin-
istration.”

He added that Bush has the
worst record on cable-TV pro-
gramming since the Millard
Fillmore administration. (He later
backtracked, saying it was the
worst since Grover Cleveland,
though personally I think Cleve-
land is underrated in this regard.)

Republicans weighed in too.
Sen. John McCain, trying to re-

ignite a stalling campaign, an-
nounced that if he were the show’s
producer, he would have made sure
“the whole family was whacked.”

Mitt Romney also came out
strong, declaring that as president
he would “whack HBO” itself if it
didn’t come up with a more satis-
fying finale.

Democrat Sen. Hillary Clinton
took a more measured approach,
calling for U.N. sanctions against
the “rogue network.” She added,
however, that as commander in
chief she would keep “all options
on the table.”

Perhaps no candidate crystal-
lized the issue more than Republi-
can candidate Tom Tancredo of
Colorado. “Are we as Americans
going to accept this kind of pro-
gramming? If so, then the terror-
ists have won.”
______________________________________________________
(c) 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Social Security Q&A By Ray Vigil

Q: My neighbor recently retired, only
to learn that some of her earnings
hadn’t been recorded properly. She
eventually got everything straight-
ened out, but what can I do now to
make sure this doesn’t happen to me
when I’m ready to retire in ten years?

A: Make sure the name and Social
Security number your employer is
using matches up with the informa-
tion on your Social Security card.
Also, check your Social Security
Statement, mailed to you each year
about three months before your birth-
day. If your earnings are not reported
to Social Security under your correct
name and number, you may not get
the credits you’re due — and that
could translate to lower benefit pay-

ments in your future. Such earnings
discrepancies can be corrected, as
was the case with your neighbor, but
it can translate to an inconvenient
delay when you apply for benefits.
To learn more about Social Security
benefits, visit Social Security’s
website atwww.socialsecurity.gov, or
call us toll-free at 1-800-772-1213
(TTY 1-800-325-0778).

Q: I look at my Social Security
Statement each year to make sure
my earnings are properly recorded.
This year I became self-employed,
but I didn’t get credit for my full
earnings. Why not?

A: The amount recorded is your net
income. For people who are self em-

ployed, we count net income, not gross
income, when figuring your credits of
coverage. Net earnings for Social Se-
curity are your gross earnings from
your trade or business, minus your al-
lowable business deductions and de-
preciation. If, in fact, your net earn-
ings are not correctly reflected, you
should let us know. Visit our website
to learn more about Social Secu-
rity atwww.socialsecurity.gov, or
call us at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-
800-325-0778).

Q: How many years do I need to work
before I can qualify for Social Secu-
rity disability benefits?

A: The number of work credits you
need to qualify for disability benefits
depends on your age when you be-
come disabled. Also, the credits must
have been earned recently. Generally,
you need 20 credits earned in the last
10 years, ending with the year you
become disabled. Younger workers,
generally those under 31, who have
not had the opportunity to work that
long, may qualify with fewer cred-
its, so if you become disabled and
cannot work, you should still apply
for benefits. To learn more, read a
copy of our publication, Disability
Benefits. You can get a copy online
at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/
10029.html, or call us at 1-800-772-

1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) to have
a free copy mailed to you.

Q: I recently changed bank accounts
and need to let Social Security know
about it. Do I need to come in to the
office?

A: Not at all. It’s easy to change your
direct deposit information from the
comfort of your own home by using
our online service at
www.socialsecurity.gov. You may
also change your direct deposit in-
formation by filling out a direct de-
posit sign up form, contacting your
bank, credit union or savings and loan
association, or by calling Social Se-
curity at 1-800-772-1213 to use our
automated phone service. Whichever
way you choose to make the change,
or even if you’re setting up direct
deposit for the first time, it’s a fast,
easy, convenient and safe way to re-
ceive your payments from Social
Security.
______________________________________________________
For more information on any of the
questions listed above, visit our
website at www.socialsecurity.gov or
call us at 1-800-772-1213. If you
have any questions that you would
like to have answered, please mail
them to the Social Security Office,
11111 Gateway West, Attn: Ray Vigil,
El Paso, Texas 79935.
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Aid. For more information, call
915/747-5204 or visit
www.utep.edu/financialaid.
Classes for the fall semester be-
gin on Monday, Aug. 27.

In other news
� The San Elizario Genealogy
& Historical Society will spon-
sor a Gordita Sale on Sunday,
July 29, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. behind the Los Portales
Museum and Information Cen-
ter (next to the San Elizario
Church). $4.00 an order includes
beverage. The Portales Museum
also houses a spacious and pris-
tine courtyard for small party
functions (200 people) which in-
cludes a full kitchen and bath-
rooms. Call Tues. to Sun. 851-
1682 or Marta at 851 3134 or
sanelizario@sbcglobal.com for
details. Proceeds benefit the San
Elizario Genealogy & Historical
Society.

� The U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) has awarded El
Paso’s Ysleta del Sur Pueblo
$670,220 in federal funds, Con-
gressman Silvestre Reyes, D-El
Paso, announced. This “Indian
Housing Block Grant award”
can be used to improve access
to affordable housing through
construction, purchase, or im-
provement and modernization of
properties; provide operating
support to housing assistance
and housing management ser-
vices; and help fund crime pre-
vention and safety programs for
the Tigua. “Overall, this grant
will help improve the Tiguas’
quality of life, and it is critical
that the federal government pro-
vide these funds to the Tribe,”
said Reyes. “This is an impor-
tant investment for the Tigua.”

� The College of Education
and Project Action for Equity are
hosting the 2nd annual STEM
Power: Bridging the Gender
Equity Gap Conference from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, July 20, at
UTEP. The free conference will
offer teachers six hours of pro-
fessional development credits.
The registration deadline is
Thursday, July 12. Teachers will
learn hands-on lessons that high-
light gender equity issues; pre-
pare to address gender equity in
their classroom; and learn to en-
courage young women to pursue
careers in science, technology,
engineering and math. For more
information, call Elena Acosta at
915/747-6368.

� The Customer Service Cen-
ter for Redflex Traffic Systems
has moved to a new location.
The center is now located at
2211 E. Missouri Suite E235.
Anyone needing to contact them
by phone may do so at (915)
533-3140. The Redflex Cus-
tomer Service Center is the lo-
cation where citations issued as
a result of the red light camera
systems can be paid in addition
to the web address included in
the notice.
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