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Wild horse and burro 
adoption postponed
The wild horse and burro adoption 
scheduled for this weekend, April 7 through 
9, in Canutillo has been postponed. Due 
to budgetary uncertainty in Congress, 
the U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
has postponed the event for a date to be 
determined later. Visit www.blm.gov or 
call toll-free 866-4-MUSTANGS (866-
468-7826) for updated information.

– Paul McGuire

Social Security scam
Residents of El Paso already receiving 
Social Security benefits have reported 
receiving correspondence in the mail titled 
“2011 Social Security Tax Law Update”.  
Correspondence advises individuals 
about an increase in Social Security taxes 
due to government budget shortfalls.  
Furthermore, individuals are asked to 
submit their names, spouse’s names, 
dates of births and telephone numbers as 
legislation is available to reduce or avoid 
these taxes.   Social Security wants to 
alert seniors receiving Social Security/
Supplemental Security Income benefits to 
be aware of this tax fraud. This is indeed 
is another effort to scam Social Security 
beneficiaries.  This is not an official Social 
Security notice.  Call the Social Security 
Administration at 1-800-772-1213 if you 
have any concerns.

– Ray Vigil

Golf tourney
The Junior Woman’s Club of El Paso is 
gearing up to host its 9th Annual Spring 
Swing Golf Tournament to be held April 
29, 2011 at Painted Dunes Golf Course. 
Entry includes continental breakfast, 
beverages on the course, luncheon with 
raffle prizes, and a great goodie bag! 
The entry fee is $400 for a team of 4. All 
men and women in El Paso are welcome 
to play. Proceeds this year will be going 
to local charities. If you are interested 

EL PASO COUNTY – Present-day Native 
American communities view the rock imagery 
and landscape of Hueco Tanks State Park and 
Historic Site as meaningful and essential 
components of their heritage and history. 
Subsequently, special use permits are made 
available for Native American ceremonial and 
religious activities.

 And so it was that descendants of the 
Kiowa, Navajo, and Tigua of Ysleta tribes 
visited the park recently to reconnect with 
this sacred ground and pay homage to their 
ancestors.

Dr. Mark Palmer, a Kiowa and associate 

Hueco Tanks is unlike any other place in the world

SAN ELIZARIO – More than 90 athletes 
gathered at the San Elizario High School Eagle 

– Photo courtesy San Elizario ISD

GOING FOR DISTANCE – Sambrano Elementary School student Bryan Arriaga competed in the long jump during the Special Olympics 
hosted by San Elizario ISD. Volunteers stand ready to measure his effort.

– Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

BACK TO THEIR ROOTS – Descendants 
of the Kiowa, Navajo, and Tigua of Ysleta 
tribes visited Hueco Tanks State Park & 
Historic site recently to reconnect with 
this sacred ground and pay homage to 
their ancestors. Shown in photo, from left, 
are Benjamin Paiz, Tigua traditional tribal 
leader; Rafael Gomez Jr., Tigua traditional 
tribal leader; Sylvia Granillo, Tigua Historic 
Preservation assistant; Rene Lopez, Tigua 
tribe member; Alex Mares, Navajo Nation 
Tribe member, and Dr. Mark Palmer, a Kiowa 
and associate professor at the University 
of Missouri in Columbia.

San Elizario HS hosts Lower Valley Special Olympi™cs
Stadium on March 30 to demonstrate their 
physical abilities in front of family, friends 
and supporters at the 4th Annual Lower Valley 
Special Olympics. The event empowers 
athletes with disabilities in an atmosphere 
of acceptance and healthy competition while 

promoting physical development. 
The San Elizario Independent School 

District (SEISD) hosted student athletes 
from neighboring districts Clint, Fabens, 

See OLYMPICS, Page 8

See HEUCO TANKS, Page 4
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Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD) can manifest in any 
number of ways – anger, sleepless 
nights, overt behavioral acting 
out, upset stomach, exaggerated 
startle response, flashbacks, drug 
and alcohol use, withdrawal from 
people and activities, and dozens 
more.

PTSD is real ... and it’s invisible, 
unlike a physical injury that can 
be seen. Therein lies a problem 
that far too many veterans have 
faced: not having their reactions 
and their concerns taken seriously. 
Veterans are told to “get over 
it” by well-meaning people who 
don’t understand.

Because of negative reactions, 
too many veterans aren’t seeking 
help. They’re worried about 
seeming weak, or are concerned 
about what others think.

Does this describe you?
If you have PTSD symptoms, 

go here: www.ptsd.va.gov. It’s the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
website on PTSD. Click on 
Veterans and the General Public. 
There’s lots of information there, 
including an overview, common 
reactions, the types of trauma, 
assessment and treatment, family 

and friends, and returning from 
war. Don’t miss the section on 
self-help and coping. Follow the 
link to What Can I Do if I Think I 
Have PTSD?

Even if you took a PTSD 
screening test and passed it when 
you came home, maybe things 
have changed.

Here is one big reason to get 
help: Symptoms can get worse, as 
chronic stress can set off physical 
illnesses.

Here’s another: It might not be 
PTSD. You’re not going to know 
unless you are evaluated. Don’t 
try to self-diagnose.

The list of treatments for PTSD 
is getting longer as time goes by. 
If you weren’t successfully treated 
before, try again. Give treatment a 
chance.

If you’re in crisis, call this 
number: 1-800-273-8255. It’s a 
hotline staffed by people who can 
help. Veterans: press 1.

Write to Freddy Groves in care 
of King Features Weekly Service, 
P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 
32853-6475, or send e-mail to 
columnreply@gmail.com. (c) 
2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

PTSD – The stigma
of invisible wounds

CRIME: Stealing energy, costing innocent 
homeowners hundreds of dollars.

DESCRIPTION: 10+ yrs old,* medium build, 
fl at top, 5-6 feet tall, no prior arrests. Last seen 
running in a neighborhood just like yours.

IF SPOTTED: El Paso Electric customers 
should call 1-877-643-1956 or visit 
epelectric.com. We’ll pick it up and recycle 
it for FREE and you’ll pick up a $30 reward.

*No age restrictions. Refrigerators and freezers must be in working condition and must be a minimum of 10 cubic feet in size, utilizing inside measurements. 
El Paso Electric contracts with JACO Environmental, an appliance recycler, to pick up and recycle refrigerators and freezers. El Paso Electric customers must own 
the unit(s) being recycled. Limit two units per residential address. A check will be mailed within 4-6 weeks after the appliance collection. Some restrictions apply.

WANTED

$30 REWARD

FOR WASTING UP TO 

$150 A YEAR
ON ENERGY COSTS

FREEPICKUP &RECYCLING

FREEPICKUP &RECYCLING

10176_ElPaso_wanted_6.25x8_bw.indd   1 3/2/11   10:00 AM

Hola mi gente. Every session, the 
legislature has only one genuine 
responsibility. That is to pass an 
appropriations bill. Work on this 
bill started back in early February 
with the members of that committee 
working 12-hour days for two 
months.

The committee breaks into 
different committees to set the 
funding for different programs such 
as public education, higher education 
and health and human services. 
Eventually, the committees make 
recommendations to the committee 
of the whole and the bill is written. 
With that amount of hard work and 
the input of thousands of Texans, 
we hoped that a reasonable bill 
would be drafted. As time passed, 
the comments made publicly gave 
every indication that the bill was not 
going to be good for communities 
like El Paso.

The senate version, at this time, 
appears to be a more responsible bill. 
While that version also addresses 
cuts, senators have stated their intent 

to find revenue to reduce the cuts.
Hopefully that will be reflected in 

the final budget. Anyway, back to 
the bill the House passed.

I voted no on the passage of House 
Bill 1, a bad piece of legislation 
in this hard economic period. This 
state is slowly moving away from 
the peak number of Texans out 
of work. This bill is projected by 
reputable sources to increase the 
number of Texans out of work by 
over 300,000 people over the next 
biennium. No one can argue that 
those consequences would be good 
for our state.

The budget as written is very 
bad for my constituents. While I 
recognize that some monies were 
transferred into programs that 
educate our students or protect our 
elderly and disabled, there should 
never have been such drastic cuts to 
those programs. Texas has the wealth 
to fund public education at the state 
level in the manner mandated by the 
state constitution. There is wealth 
enough to care for our indigent, 

mentally ill, and elderly. Texas has, 
after all, the eighth largest economy 
in the world. Isn’t that what our state 
leadership brags about?

The process that shaped the 
bill that I voted against was badly 
tarnished. Those who worked on 
the bill in committee never even 
considered calling for many of 
the wealthiest corporations to lose 
exemptions from taxation. Isn’t it 
fair for those corporations to pay the 
taxes, as you and I do, that sustain 
the programs that benefit Texans?

Additionally, the process also 
did something that should be done 
only in committee and with public 
testimony. Through committee 
oversight, we determine the scope 
of responsibilities for the agencies. 
Some agencies were dismantled 
by amendments that were filed 
defunding them. The end result 
would be more unemployment.

It was wrong to ignore the rainy 
day fund. This is exactly the crisis 
for which voters approved the 
constitutional amendment.

I want to vote for a good bill for 
Texas. If we don’t get it done in this 
session, then we must have a special 
session. We can do way better than 
this bill.

I remain your friend and public 
servant, Chente por la gente.

HB1 is a bad bill for Texans

archives: www.wtxcc.com
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What’s up doc? By Albert Balesh, M.D.

I come to you, my readers, in my 100th 
piece for the West Texas County Courier, a 
disillusioned man. Life has not been what I 
or many of us envisioned for ourselves, in 
this age of medical miracles, information 
super highways, quick-draw plastic, and 
the burning of Stars and Stripes and Mom’s 
apple pie. As unbridled imagination seeks to 
establish a beachhead and the complexions 
of kindergartens become an experience in 
the color spectrum, niches become harder 
than ever to carve in the human collectivity. 
With laptops plugged into walls, earphones 
into any orifice that will take them, and 
cellular phones into our privacy, something 
as simple as reading a good book on a lazy 
Sunday afternoon becomes tantamount to 
SAT calisthenics for disenfranchised youths 
bred on a healthy diet of white noise versus 
productive brain waves. Whoever said the 
meek will inherit the earth? That primacy 
will rest with the unqualified of stellar résumé 
legions of international under-thirty stamp, 
whose English is heavily accented, intelligible 
only in the darkest recesses of remedial ESL 
classrooms, and written correctly only to the 
rattle, hum, and glow of spellcheck and Google 
Search. And all the while Baby Boomers are 
looked upon with disdain, called “old” and 
“bald,” and readied for 21st century furnaces, 
“soylent green,” or the glue factory.

Nothing new. It has always been that way, 
you say. Well, I say, “Enough!” Sometime, 
someone, somewhere must draw a line in 
the sand, and with the world currently on a 
downward rollercoaster spiral toward Sodom 
and Gomorrah, perhaps it is time to roll out 
the old and reign in the new. Unrealistic, you 
protest. Well, so was $5.00 a gallon gasoline 
several years ago. And while a cure for cancer 
goes the way of the horse and buggy, we 
continue to be held hostage by a generation 
whose only claim to fame is a resting on 
forefathers’ laurels and a relentless conviction 
that “honor student” bumper stickers are a 
true sign of worth and gauge of future success. 
Bah, humbug! My dog is smarter than your 
honor student! Then, again, maybe the 78 
million Baby Boomers, born between 1945 
and 1964, don’t have what it takes to compete 
with the current trade school or college-age 
population, as they are prepared for entry onto 
or continued longevity on U.S. employment 
scrolls.

God help us, and God help this country 
of ours! It is a sad commentary on life and 
times when chronological age is equated 
more with a readiness for the glue factory, 
than with experience to not only be passed 
on to others but also to increase productivity 
in the workplace. While 50- and 60-year-olds 
continue to be discarded from the job market, 
in favor of twenty- or thirty-somethings 
whose nimble fingers make laptops, iPods, 
iPads, smart phones, and every imaginable 
(and, most often, totally useless) electronic 
gadget dance, literacy, math, and science 
skills, and the ability to read and write clearly 
and coherently, continue to be outsourced 
to China, India, and Pakistan. America, 
shame on you! The worth of a nation is not 
measured by how it values the new, but by 
how it treasures the old. The Japanese would 
most certainly attest to that assertion, while 
at the same time having done away with the 
traditions and inner nobility of the Samurai. 
The American Indian admonishment should 

be chiseled in the stone of the Washington 
Monument, that “That which you take will 
always be taken from you.” Fast forward to 
twenty or thirty years from now, and I’ll be 
gone, leaving the so-called “young and able” 
to write the follow-up piece, in God only 
knows what language and with how much 
incorrect syntax. 

When young and playing fast-pitch on 
a brick wall with only enough money in 
the pocket for a soda pop, one longs for the 
day when adulthood brings riches and the 
American Dream. That shiny red sports car that 
zooms by is not seen as an object of envy to be 
coveted, but rather a goal to be reached with 
hard work at the coming of age. No longer true 
today, however, as financial solvency walks a 
tightrope between soup kitchen and fast-food 
restaurant, as prescription medications are cut 
in half by the sick and indigent to make them 
go farther, as families must decide between 
winter heating oil and sending junior to 
college, and as a missed paycheck marks the 
beginning of the yellow brick road to invasion 
of privacy by collection agencies, as the 
number of unemployed workers 55 and over 
continues to swell to 2.2 million and beyond. 
That is triple the 2005 figure, with half the 
vagrants, unemployed, homeless, jobless, 
migrants, old bags, welfare cons, hand-out 
abusers, or whatever else one chooses to call 
the innocent out of work for more than six 
months. All the while, establishment big-wigs 
tell the rest, “You should be grateful to have a 
job in these times.” Translation: be miserable, 
earn a minimum wage not commensurate 
with your educational level, pay off those 
expensive student and high interest credit card 
loans, and with the change in your pocket be 
glad you’re alive. After all, you brought this 
on yourselves.

Is “recareering” the answer for laid off 
auto workers, engineers, bankers, builders, 
and doctors, like myself? Not in a long shot, 
especially in the current economic climate of 
heartless foreclosures, devastating tsunamis, 
readily available iodine pills to forestall the 
immediate effects of fallout particles on 
the thyroid while placing the subsequent 
leukemias twenty years down the road on 
the backburner, and a bloated and ravenous 
military fighting losing battles on three 
fronts in order to keep its uneducated masses 
gainfully employed and out of sight, out of 
mind of job recruiters and Ivy League-trained 
economists in a sputtering civilian job market. 
The latter echoes the “Let’s make war, not 
love” mentality that has made American great 
in times of economic downturn.

In 1905, world-renowned physician William 
Osler stated in no uncertain terms that ages 
25-40 were the golden years of productivity, 
with workers aged 60 and above being 
basically useless. The fight for survival, lack 
of food, and scarce resources made Darwinian 
logic a mantra during the subsequent Great 
Depression, with older Americans refusing to 
retire and causing great unemployment among 
younger workers. After that, it became all too 
evident that the only way to get old people to 
stop working was to pay them enough to stop 
working. Now, however, you cannot either 
pay them enough to stop working or work 
them enough to start paying. The “glue” will 
just continue to flow. 

The history lesson and venting are over. 
I guess I’ll just make my way down to the 
factory.
____________________________________

 2011, Albert M. Balesh, M.D.
All rights reserved.

Glue factory

Publisher’s note: Dr. Albert Balesh has been a Courier contributor since 2003. He chose to 
study medicine and tried to pursue his studies in America. Grades were not an issue, but Affir-
mative Action was – dictating that certain quotas must be met. Balesh was accepted to medical 
school in Italy where he became a General and Thoracic Surgeon. He returned to America in 
1993 at age 40 and for 19 years has been denied the opportunity to practice medicine. He has 
footed the bill for his own board exam – passed – but cannot obtain a residency program to 
qualify him to practice medicine in this country. Now at age 59, he faces the same issues that 
many other professionals have confronted regarding age. He is not alone. Lawyers for the Of-
fice of Shortage Designation, Bureau of Health Professions of the Health Resources and Ser-
vices Administration (HRSA) in Rockville, Maryland are currently looking into the numerous 
allegations of discrimination against foreign-trained international medical graduates –  US 
citizens like Balesh – in the selection process for US graduate medical education (i.e., medical 
internships and residencies). The investigation questions whether positions are being unfairly 
awarded to non-US citizens and foreign aliens, and whether this constitutes a violation of US 
labor and citizenship laws. Age discrimination has also been cited in the allegations.
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CryptoQuip
Answer

Sitcom that features
a family full of

ill-mannered children:
“The Bratty Bunch.”

LEGALS

TOWN OF 
HORIZON CITY

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

STORM WATER 
MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM MS4

MS4 – PERMIT 
NO. TXR 
040057

It’s our water…
let’s keep it clean
The Rio Grande 
is more than an 

important part of our 
historical heritage. 
It is a substantial 
source of our 
drinking water. 
We need to guard 
the river against 
u n n e c e s s a r y 
pollution to protect 
this important 
water source.

During dry 
weather, pollutants 
such as car oil 
and landscape 
chemical end up 
on the street and 
in our driveways. 
When it rains, 

these pollutants 
are washed into the 
Rio Grande through 
storm drains and 
streets. Additional 
c o n t a m i n a t i o n 
comes from what 
we pour down 
household drains 
and from pollutants 
poured directly into 
storm drains and 
the streets.

To protect the Rio 
Grande and prevent 
the pollution of our 
drinking water, we 
need to change 
some of our own 

personal habits. 
Whether at home, 
on the job, or in our 
cars, our activities 
can cause pollution 
of our waterways 
and river.

Use the following 
tips to reduce and 
prevent pollution 
of our water.
•  Buy non-toxic 
b i o d e g r a d a b l e 
and recyclable 
products.
•  Select multi-use 
products (such 
as detergent 
that cleans and 

bleaches).
•  Clean paint 
brushes in a sink 
that drains into the 
sewer system.
•  To protect your 
family and the 
e n v i r o n m e n t , 
s u b s t i t u t e 
h o u s e h o l d 
chemicals with less 
toxic alternatives.

Outdoor Watering 
Tips
•  Reduce water 
runoff by aiming 
sprinkler heads 
away from paved 
surfaces.
•  Use slow release 
natural fertilizers.
•  Use the pesticide 
“diasinon” only 
as a last resort. 
(Diasinon is 
extremely difficult 
to remove from 
wastewater and 
can end up in the 
river where it will 
kill aquatic life.
•  Most fertilizers, 
herbicides and 
pesticides are 
c o n s i d e r e d 
harmful. They 
must be disposed 
of according to the 
instruction on the 
product.
•  Never pour 
chemical products 
down any storm 
drain, sewer 
manhole or 
your household 
drain. Use these 
chemicals carefully 
and sparingly. Try 
natural remedies.

Auto Care Helpful 
Hints
•  Repair the 
following as soon 
as possible: oil, 
t r a n s m i s s i o n 
fluid, gasoline or 
antifreeze leak.
•  Use absorbent 
materials (kitty 
litter or sand) to 
dry up puddles of 
oil or antifreeze left 
under vehicles.
•  If you can’t use 
commercial car 
wash facilities, 
limit car washing 
frequency. Use 
minimal amount 
of detergent and 
wash your car on a 
grassy area.

Outdoor Chemical 

Storage
If chemical cannot 
be stored indoors, 
then every effort 
should be made 
to prevent the 
contamination of 
storm water from 
these outdoor 
containers. 
The containers 
should always 
be closed when 
not in use. Any 
spills that occur 
should be cleaned 
immediately with 
a dry absorbent, 
and containers 
should be stored 
in such a way that 
storm water will not 
enter the area of 
storage (overhead 
canopy, secondary 
containment). It is 
also recommended 
that all hazardous 
liquid products 
in bulk quantities 
and all hazardous 
liquid waste 
materials be stored 
in a secondary 
containment area.

Remember these 
important rules 
to prevent water 
contamination:
•  Don’t dump 
h a z a r d o u s 
chemical, used 
motor oil or other 
hazardous waste 
into the storm water 
drains or down the 
sewer.
•  Don’t dump 
h a z a r d o u s 
chemicals or 
h o u s e h o l d 
hazardous waste 
along the roads or 
on the ground.
•  Don’t buy 
h a z a r d o u s 
chemical or 
other hazardous 
materials unless 
you are willing to 
take responsibility 
for their proper 
disposal.

Call for more 
information about 
env i ronmenta l 
issues:
•  Town of Horizon 
City Storm Water 
Management – 
852-1046
•  Illegal Storm 
Water Discharge 
Hotline (24 hours) – 
1-877-ID-FLOWS

•   C o d e 
Enforcement – 
852-1047

Other Agencies:
• Texas 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Hotline – 
1-800-CLEANUP
•   U . S . 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Protection Agency 
Region VI – 1-800-
887-6063
•   T e x a s 
Commission on 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Quality – 834-4949

Karen Ellefson
Town Clerk

Horizon City

WTCC: 04-07-11
_______________

FABENS
INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Invitation to 
Bid/Respond:

Sealed bids/
proposals to furnish 
the District with the 
following products 
and/or services will 
be accepted at the 
following times:

THURSDAY
MAY 10,

2011

FULL LINE 
FOODS

MILK/DAIRY, 
BEVERAGE/

SNACK,
MEXICAN 

FOOD,
BAKERY
BID NO.

051011-035
ACCEPTED 

UNTIL
10:00 A.M.

LOCAL TIME

NON-FOOD 
ITEMS

BID NO.
0051011-035
ACCEPTED 

UNTIL
10:30 A.M.

LOCAL TIME

Proposals will be 
received at Fabens 
I n d e p e n d e n t 
School District, 
821 NE “G” 
Avenue or P O 
Box 697, Fabens, 

Is coming to…
Anthony, Socorro, & Horizon City, TX

…and we are
HIRING RIGHT NOW!!

We currently have immediate opportunities for the 
following positions for our new

Pizza Hut ~ Wing Street Restaurants
Coming Soon to…

Anthony, Socorro, and Horizon City, TX

	 	 •  Management Positions
	 	 •  Delivery Drivers
	 	 •  Cooks, Food Prep

If you are interested in any of these positions, 
stop by ANY El Paso Pizza Hut and fill out 
an application Right Away! We will call you 
for an interview!

You can also e-mail your resume to:
marty.zurick@muybrands.com

Watch for our JOB FAIR… Coming Soon!

We offer an attractive salary, a pretax benefits program, 
college tuition reimbursement, paid time off, 401(k) 
with company match and for salaried managers a 
comprehensive benefits package that includes, medical, 
dental, life insurance, short and long term disability.

EOE

Classified Ads
Texas 79838 
until the specified 
times. Detailed 
specifications are 
available from 
the above office 
between 8 a.m. and 
4 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays.

WTCC-04/07/11
            04/14/11
_______________

COUNSELING
SERVICES

D A M I A N 
M A U R E I R A , 
LCSW - 
P r o f e s s i o n a l 
C o u n s e l i n g /
Therapy: Youth, 
Adults, Marital, 
Family, Health 
insurance and 
FEE SCALE 
A C C E P T E D . 
Medicare, Medicaid 
and CHIP. 657 
Winn Rd. in 
Socorro, Texas. 
Call 858-3857 for 
appointment.
_______________

BARGAINS

Two family garage 
sale. 441 Cactus 
Bloom Ct., Horizon 
City. Sat. April 
9 only, 7 a.m. 

Furniture, clothes, 
tools, etc. No early 

birds.
_______________

SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL 
WINDOW 
TINTING
• FREE 

ESTIMATES
(915) 562-1300

Proline
_______________

SELF-HELP

Persons who 
have a problem 
with alcohol are 
offered a free 
source of help 
locally. Alcoholics 
Anonymous - call 
562-4081 for 
information.

Tiene problemas 
con el alcohol? 
Hay una solucíon. 
Informacion: 838-
6264. 
_______________

Hueco Tanks
From Page 1

– Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

VINTAGE STRUCTURE – Nick Vosbein, Hueco Tanks campground host and volunteer guide, stands in front of the Escontrias Ranch House, 
which was built around 1904 by Silverio Escontrias, who owned the land on which Hueco Tanks is located from 1898 to 1956. See HEUCO TANKS, Page 5

professor at the University of 
Missouri in Columbia, and Dewey 
Tsonetokoy, also a Kiowa and co-
founder of the Kiowa Ethnographic 
Endeavor Preservation organization 
in Carnegie OK, along with Alex 
Mares, a member of the Navajo 
Nation Tribe, came together with 
Tigua traditional tribal leaders 
Benjamin Paiz and Rafael Gomez 
Jr., Tigua Historic Preservation 
assistant Sylvia Granillo, and tribe 
member Rene Lopez on a sunny, 
warm Friday morning in late 
March.

They came to perform a sacred 
ceremony to honor their ancestors, 
but they also came to perform 
modern day research. Dr. Palmer 
is developing a mapping system 
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STRANGE
BUT TRUE
By Samantha Weaver

•  It was French novelist, 
essayist and critic Marcel 
Proust who made the 
following sage observation: 
“There is nothing like desire 
for preventing the things 
one says from bearing any 
resemblance to what one 
has in one’s mind.”

•  The city of Denver holds 
the distinction of being the 
first major metropolitan area 
to allow women to vote in 
elections, back in 1893.

•  Connectivity may finally 
be going too far. Way too 
far. Beyond death, even. It 
seems that someone has 
now invented the solar-
powered eTomb, a headstone 
that stores information 
from the deceased’s social 
networking sites. Visitors to 
the grave can use a laptop or 
a smartphone to download 
photos, blog posts and 
even videos via a Bluetooth 
connection. 

•  Famed screenwriter and 
director Woody Allen started 
his career in show business 
in the 1960s as a writer 
for the TV series “Candid 
Camera.”
 
•  In a traditional Moroccan 
wedding, the bride must be 
purified in a milk bath and 
have her hands and feet 
painted with henna before 
the ceremony.
 
•  A man named Stephen 
Burns holds a rather odd 
world record: He managed 
to hitchhike through all of the 
contiguous 48 states in less 
time than anyone else – 26 
days and 6 hours. 
 
•  You might be surprised to 
learn that the largest supplier 
of foreign oil to the United 
States isn’t Saudi Arabia, 
Libya, Iraq or Kuwait. In 
fact, we buy more of our oil 
much closer to home: from 
Canada. 

•  Between 70 percent and 
80 percent of all the world’s 
fresh water is frozen, stored 
in Arctic and Antarctic 
glaciers.

•  Not all black bears are 
black; individuals in some 
populations around the 
world can be brown, white, 
cinnamon or even blue.

Thought for the Day: “I envy 
people who drink. At least 
they have something to 
blame everything on.”

– Oscar Levant

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF HORIZON CITY, TEXAS

FAIR HOUSING STATEMENT
The Town of Horizon City hereby declares its support of fair housing practices. 
It is hereby declared to be the policy of the locality to bring about, through fair, 
orderly, and lawful procedures, the opportunity of each person to obtain housing 
without regard to race, color, creed, religion, sex, national origin, physical or 
mental handicap, marital status, parenthood, or age.

It is further declared that such policy is established upon the recognition of the 
inalienable rights of each individual to obtain housing and further, that denial of 
such rights is detrimental to the health, safety, and welfare of the inhabitants of 
the locality and constitutes an unjust denial or deprivation of such inalienable 
rights which is within the power and the proper responsibility of government to 
prevent.

The locality has a Fair Housing Policy that may be examined and copied by 
interested groups or individuals during office hours. The month of April has 
been proclaimed “Fair Housing Month”; copies of the official proclamation are 
available at the Horizon City Town Hall between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 
5:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.

POLICY STATEMENT ESTABLISHING NONDISCRIMINATION 
BASED ON HANDICAPPED CONDITIONS

The Town of Horizon City announces that it has adopted a policy of nondiscrimination 
based on handicapped conditions concerning access, participation, and benefit 
of programs and activities operated or conducted by the locality. This policy is 
in compliance with the requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, as amended in 24 CFR, Part 8, “Non-discrimination Based on Handicap 
in Federally-Assisted Programs and Activities of HUD,” dated June 2, 1988. 
Interested individuals or groups may obtain copies of this policy statement by 
calling the Town Clerk, who has been assigned to coordinate compliance with 
this policy and may be contacted at (915) 852-1046.

POLICY STATEMENT ON PROHIBITING THE USE OF
EXCESSIVE FORCE BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

The Town of Horizon City announces that it has adopted a policy prohibiting 
the use of excessive force by law enforcement personnel within its jurisdiction 
against an individual engaged in non-violent civil rights demonstrations. 
This policy is in compliance with Section 519 of Public Law 101-44, 1990, U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Act. Copies of this 
policy statement may be obtained by calling the Town Clerk at (915) 852-1046.

COMPLAINT AND GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES
In order to comply with the requirements of the Texas Community Development 
Program (TCDP) and of 10 T.A.C. Section 178.1 and Section 178.2, the locality 
has citizen complaint procedures intended to provide a timely written response 
to all complaints made against its proposed or completed TCDP efforts. 
Responses to complaints will be made within no more than ten (10) working 
days. A copy of the complaint procedures can be obtained upon request at (915) 
852-1046. The established complaint procedures are an element of the local 
Citizen Participation Plan, and meet the requirements of USHUD Section 504 
(24 CFR) concerning nondiscrimination based on handicapped conditions.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION STATEMENT
The Town of Horizon City is an Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action employer.

Walter Miller	 West Texas County Courier
Mayor	 April 7, 2011

delineating historic and cultural sites 
associated with the historic Kiowa. 
Tsonetokoy wants to document the 
park’s pictographs as they relate to 
the Kiowa’s oral history. Mares, a 
former Hueco Tanks lead ranger 
and now a law enforcement ranger 
in a neighboring state, and the Tigua 
tribe members served as guides for 
this recent visit with the assistance 
of Texas State Park staff.

Dr. Palmer said, “My principle 
question: How does culture like 
language, story, pictorial, or 
ceremony influence the use and 
understanding of geographic 
information? I use maps and 
geographic information systems 
(GIS), as technology, for testing this 
question out.”

Mares said, “Our visit is to add to 
the body of knowledge about Hueco 
Tanks using modern technology and 
to impress upon everyone that these 
mountains are not only historical 
but also sacred grounds that hold 
extraordinary potential for amazing 
discoveries.”

The Hueco Tanks State Park and 
Historic Site spans 860 acres and is 
located about 24 miles from El Paso’s 
northeast city limits boundary, off of 
Montana Road/ Highway 180. It is a 
place unlike any other in the world, 
according to park officials.

“Its unique geology includes the 
huecos (hollows in the rock) which 
catch and store rain water. The 
water gives life to the plants and 
animals in the woodland, grassland, 
and aquatic environments of Hueco 
Tanks, making the site an oasis in 
the desert. Added to this are more 
than 2,000 Native American rock 
paintings, each one a priceless and 
irreplaceable testimony to Hueco 
Tanks’ importance to the people 
of the past and present,” states the 
park’s visitors’ brochure.

For thousands of years, desert 
dwellers and travelers have used the 
rainwater trapped in the natural basins, 
or huecos, of the three mountain 
formations found at the historic 
site. The majority of the rock art is 
attributed to pueblo-type farmers, the 
Jornada Mogollon people, who lived 
there around 1000 A.D. Later, nomadic 
Plains Indians and stagecoaches 
stopped at the site. Today, visitors may 
explore the rocks and caves to see the 
ancient pictographs.

Generations of families from 
the El Paso-Juarez region have 
picnicked and hiked among the 
Hueco Tanks rocks and marveled at 
the beauty of the enormous boulders 
stacked on top of each other. To 
certain American Indian tribes, 
however, it marks the discovery of a 
sacred place from a prior world.

Hueco Tanks was a focal point 
in the spiritual landscape of the 
eastern Hueco Bolson for 1,000 
years or more, according to a 2010 
Texas Parks & Wildlife report, titled 
10,000 Years at Hueco Tanks.

According to the report, the 
abundant rock imagery primarily 
appears to represent ritual petitions 
for rain; some pictographs date back 
more than 6,000 years. Sacred areas 
were established high on the hills, 

and many persons were laid to rest 
at the Tanks. Native groups traveled 
a trail through Hueco Tanks toward 
water and salt sources on the east 
for centuries, and their descendants 
guided military scouts and travelers 
along it beginning in 1692.

Although a stagecoach station 
was established in the 1890s, the 
first permanent historic occupation 
was the Escontrias Ranch, which 

operated from 1898 to 1956. Fort 
Bliss conducted military training at 
Hueco Tanks in the 1940s and 50s.

Recreational activities began at 
the turn of the twentieth century and 
continually increased, culminating 
in the establishment of a state park 
in 1970.

A plan is now in place that provides 
for management and protection of 
the significant cultural resources 

Hueco Tanks
From Page 4

in Hueco Tanks State Park & 
Historic Site, and recommendations 
are made periodically for future 
investigation and interpretation at 
the park. The artifacts and records 
from these investigations are curated 
by the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department in Austin.

For more information, call 915-
857-1135, or visit website www.
tpwd.state.tx.us.

archives: www.wtxcc.com
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By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

A sporting view By Mark Vasto

It was a condescending term 
to start with, “mid-major,” as if 
the colleges that happened to be 
born outside of the vaunted Bowl 
Championship Series conferences 
were “sub-human” or something.

That’s not to say the well-endowed 
teams that comprise the ACC, SEC, 
Big East, Big 10, Big 12 and Pac-
10, and their alumni, don’t look 

There are no more ‘Mid-Majors’
down their noses at their smaller 
conference brethren – they certainly 
do. The six “major” conferences 
consider it their birthright to take 
the lion’s share of the revenue that’s 
up for grabs each year. They get the 
huge TV deals, the lucrative shoe 
contracts and whatnot. They have 
the ways and means to fly not only 
their teams across the country, but 

their school bands, too.
Yes, they gobble up the majority 

of those considered to be the best 
national recruits. They are virtually 
guaranteed an invite – usually as a 
top seed – in the NCAA tournament 
if they merely manage to hash out a 
semi-convincing winning record. 

Take – like many opponents did 
this year – the Big East, for example. 
With 16 basketball members 
(Big East football is a little more 
complicated), it set the all-time 
record for the most teams sent to the 
NCAA’s by a single conference with 

11 this past season. 
The result as far as your bracket 

was concerned? UConn – the No. 
9-ranked Big East team – was 
the conference’s sole Final Four 
representative.

But what’s that got to do with the 
price of beer in Richmond, home 
of the Virginia Commonwealth 
University Rams? They never 
thought in a million years they’d be 
in the NCAA tournament, let alone 
compete for the championship. 
The VCU team didn’t even bother 
watching the NCAA selection show, 
and only TWO people out of the 5.9 
million who filled out brackets on 
ESPN.com picked the correct Final 
Four of Butler, VCU, Kentucky and 
UConn.

And really, the instant VCU 
stepped onto the court and 
proceeded to usher the Kansas 
Jayhawks out of town, the term 
“mid-major” should have gone 
with them. There’s nothing “mid-

major” about shooting the smart 
three and grabbing more rebounds 
than your opponent; nothing “mid-
major” about recruiting programs, 
student bodies and alumni like those 
who participate in the programs 
at Gonzaga, Butler and George 
Mason.

In fact, it was No. 11 George 
Mason, under the guidance of Coach 
Jim Larranaga, that drew first blood. 
Larranaga guided Mason to the Final 
Four in 2006, and he’s a staunch 
booster of the smaller programs.

“There’s going to be a mid-major 
win a national championship,” 
Larranaga said in an interview with 
The New York Times. “There’s no 
doubt in my mind.”

All things considered lately, that 
would seem to be a safe bet.
____________________________
Mark Vasto is a veteran sportswriter 
and publisher of The Kansas City 
Luminary. (c) 2011 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

The NBA regular season is coming to 
a close and like the sun coming up in the 
morning or Jesse Jackson finding the front of 
a running video camera, the same old thing is 
happening.

The Los Angeles Lakers are starting to do 
what they always do heading into playoff 
time – winning games even before the referee 
tosses the ball in the air to start play.

It’s called intimidation. The Lakers 
opponents see that logo on the front of the 
jersey and Los Angeles already is up by eight 
points in the hearts and minds of the guys in 
the opposite jerseys.

And it pains me to say this because I don’t 
know if there is anyone in the world who hates 
the Lakers more than I do.

But as a sports reporter I have to be honest 
and call it the way I see it.

The Lakers are a gifted team, but no more 
talented than Dallas or Boston or Oklahoma 
City or Miami, but it’s that intangible that 

NBA playoffs are right around the corner
gives them the edge.

L.A. knows they are going to win another 
championship, the other teams feel that they 
might probably be able to somehow keep up 
with the guys in purple and gold.

It’s all about what’s between in the ears. And 
the player I dislike the most, Kobe Bryant, is 
probably the most determined and confident 
in the league.

Is Kobe more talented than LeBron James? 
Of course not.

But in a game of poker, where it takes wits, 
and patients, and experience, and a quiet 
determination, I’ll take Kobe every time.

Boy, that hurts to say.
Going into the playoffs, the Lakers have 

been phenomenal since the all-star break 
while Boston and San Antonio and Miami and 
Dallas and Orlando have struggled.

The only other team playing great basketball 
right now is the Oklahoma City Thunder.

By the way, I think Oklahoma City is the 
only team with the temperament and talent to 
give the Lakers a battle in the west.

I think L.A. is already in the heads of San 
Antonio and Dallas.

I’ve heard some of the guys on ESPN 
hinting that maybe Kobe Bryant should be 
the MVP instead of Chicago’s Derrick Rose 
– please people.

Kobe is a very good player but anyone 
who really knows anything about basketball 
knows that even with Kobe running things a 
few years ago, the Lakers didn’t start winning 
titles again until they made the trade for Pau 
Gasol.

Gasol is the true MVP of the Lakers. Kobe 
puts the fans in the seats with his spectacular, 
and sometimes erratic play. But it’s Gasol 
who puts the Lakers over the hump.

Going into the playoffs, I’ll be cheering 
loudly for every team the Lakers face, but I 
have to be honest. I don’t just feel like L.A. 
will win another championship, I think they’re 
going to dominate the field.

The only other team that I thought really 
had a chance, the Boston Celtics, will not 
be intimidated by the Lakers, but their mid-
season trades still have me scratching my 
head.

Getting rid of Kendrick Perkins, the Celtics’ 
force under the basket, has not worked out in 

the least and that will really Boston against 
the Lakers’ big guys – if Boston even gets that 
far into the playoffs.

Another thing that makes the Lakers even 
tougher this season is the improved play of 
their other two big guys, Lamar Odom and 
Andrew Bynum.

Odom, who in the past has carried a kind 
of I’ll-play-every-other-game attitude around 
with him is playing hard every night in was is 
probably his best season with the Lakers.

The first thing about Bynum is that he’s still 
on the court this time of the season. Usually, 
he’s on the disabled list by now. The fact that 
he’s still playing makes the Lakers just that 
much tougher than they were last year.

Between them, Odom and Bynum are 
averaging 26.1 points and 17.6 rebounds per 
game. Throw that in with Gasol’s 18.9 points 
and 10.2 rebounds a game and that’s a pretty 
formidable front line.

So will I have to sit there in utter frustration 
on my couch watching Kobe and the rest of my 
mortal enemies lifting the NBA championship 
trophy in June?

No comment…

To Advertise Call 852-3235

Got game – sign
up for volleyball

The Town of Anthony is 
sponsoring an Amatuer Sand 
Volleyball Tournament on April 
17 at the Anthony Municipal 
Park. The town wants to show-
case another part of its on go-
ing park construction and at the 
same time raise money for the 
American Red Cross.

The tournament will start 
at 11:00 a.m. and end at 7:00 
p.m. on Sunday the 17. Teams 
are invited to sign up for the 
event. First prize is $300.00 
dollars, 2nd prize $200.00 and 
third prize is $100.00 and ap-
plications for the tournament 
are available on the our web 
site, townofanthony.org and by 
calling the Town of Anthony at 
915-886-3944.

Bring your umbrellas, sun 
block and chairs and join us for 
a day of fun in the sun in An-
thony, Texas. A remote appear-
ance by 104.3 FM will supply 
music along with give aways to 
include season tickets to Wet N 
Wild Waterworld.

– Art Franco
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Comix

Super Crossword

OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

Your good health By Paul G. Donahue, M.D.

DEAR DR. DONOHUE: Please 
explain urinary tract infections. 
Why do they recur? My doctor 
prescribes antibiotics, but shortly 
after I’ve completed taking them, 
I have another infection. What 
do you suggest as treatment? A 
pharmacist told me that I needed 
one or two days in the hospital to 
flush out my kidneys. – S.A.

Urinary tract infections fall 
into one of two types. Upper tract 
infections indicate that the kidneys 
are involved. These are serious 
and less-common infections. 
Lower urinary tract infections are 
bladder infections, and they are 
very common. That’s the kind of 
infection I believe you have.

Women are prone to develop 
bladder infections for a number 
of reasons. One, the tube (urethra) 
that empties their bladder is 
much shorter than in males, so 
bacteria can gain access to the 
bladder more easily. Secondly, the 
opening of the female urethra is 
in a place with a large population 
of bacteria. And thirdly, sexual 
relations massage bacteria into 
the female urethra and bladder.

A bladder infection – cystitis 
– provokes frequent trips to 
the bathroom, an urgent need 
to quickly empty the bladder 
or suffer an accident, and pain, 
usually described as burning, 
during urination.

Women with repeated bladder 
infections need to be evaluated to 
see if the infection is a relapse (an 
infection with the same bacterium) 
or a new infection (infection 
with a different bacterium). The 
approach to treatment hinges on 
that information.

If a woman has another infection 
with the same bacterium, the 
doctor can put her on the same 
antibiotic for a longer period of 
time and can continue to treat 
long after symptoms have gone. 
The continued treatment is with a 
reduced antibiotic dose.

Another way to prevent a 

recurrence is to give the woman a 
prescription for an antibiotic that 
she takes after intercourse. Home 
remedies can be helpful. Drinking 
8 ounces of cranberry juice daily 
benefits prevention of the most 
common cause of these infections. 
The kidney flush suggestion is not 
a good one.

The booklet on urinary tract 
infections delves deeper into these 
common maladies. To obtain a 
copy, write: Dr. Donohue – No. 
1204W, Box 536475, Orlando, 
FL 32853-6475. Enclose a check 
or money order (no cash) for 
$4.75 U.S./$6 Canada with the 
recipient’s printed name and 
address. Please allow four weeks 
for delivery.

DEAR DR. DONOHUE: I have 
a small lump on the back of my 
left wrist. It’s soft and doesn’t hurt 
even when I push on it. It’s been 
there for at least two months. I 
don’t remember injuring it. Lumps 
freak me out. My brother had 
bone cancer. When I see things 
sprouting on me, I think of cancer. 
Could it be? – F.L.

It’s not likely to be bone cancer. 
A more likely bet is a ganglion. 
That’s a kind of cyst filled with 
thick, gelatinous material. It 
communicates with the wrist joint 
or with one of the wrist tendons. 
If it doesn’t hurt or interfere with 
wrist motion, you can ignore it. 
It if does, a doctor can remove it 
without much fuss. Many ganglion 
patients want their doctor to drain 
it. Drainage is possible, but the 
recurrence rate is very high.
___________________________
Dr. Donohue regrets that he is 
unable to answer individual letters, 
but he will incorporate them in 
his column whenever possible. 
Readers may write him or request 
an order form of available health 
newsletters at P.O. Box 536475, 
Orlando, FL 32853-6475. (c) 2011 
North America Synd., Inc. All 
Rights Reserved.

APTLY NAMED
ACROSS

    1 Ohio city
    6 “Serpico” author
  10 Long Island resort
  15 Arafat’s grp.
  18 Perfect
  19 Perry’s creator
  20 Ancient Greek 
region
  21 CSA soldier
  22 Pungent person?
  24 Hit man?
  25 Compass pt.
  26 Goal
  27 Horrid Heep
  28 Swedish port
  29 Fresh
  31 Length X Width
  32 Sheik site
  34 Coin-toss call
  36 Actress Rossellini
  40 Sly _ fox
  41 Annoying woman?
  43 Hole punchers
  44 Impact sound
  46 Smeltery stuff
  47 Merino male
  49 Cartographer’s 
creation
  50 Sharp guy?
  55 Author Wallace
  56 He’s abominable
  57 Bikini part
  58 Harden
  59 Puppy bites
  61 Horse show
  62 Cul-de- _

  63 Solidify
  64 _ a customer
  65 Beer barrel
  66 Avid hiker?
  70 Good-looking girl?
  74 Sneeze and 
wheeze
  75 Declaim
  77 “Le _ Soleil” (Louis 
XIV)
  78 Loser to DDE
  80 Trolley sound
  83 Great _
  84 Toy toter
  86 Geog. term
  87 Sty cry
  88 Part of B.S.
  90 Billiards player?
  92 Actress Gardner
  93 LAX letters
  94 New York stadium
  95 Veneration
  96 Pres. protectors
  97 Industrious fellow?
  99 Fleur-de- _
101 Ravenous
105 Pack peppers
106 Austin or Smith
108 Rainbow goddess
109 “Paganini” 
composer
111 Flourishes
113 Sluggo’s sweetie
115 Scepter’s sidekick
118 Clay, today
119 Happy guy?
121 Tool man?
123 Bell and Barker

124 Glorifies
125 Memo words
126 Rigg or Ross
127 Tiny colonist
128 Hold up
129 Pilsner
130 Seraglio

DOWN
    1 _ dream
    2 Mideastern gulf
    3 Devour Dickens
    4 Cal. page
    5 Entice
    6 Servile
    7 “La Rondine” 
rendition
    8 Maui greeting
    9 DC figure
  10 Pasta peninsula
  11 Eye problem
  12 Tourniquet, e.g.
  13 Hosp. area
  14 Garden flowers
  15 Egged on
  16 Beam bender
  17 Toe the line
  20 Oranjestad’s 
locale
  23 Baseball’s 
Hershiser
  28 “Viva _ Vegas” 
(‘64 film)
  30 Clerical garb
  31 Pecs’ partners
  33 Inclined plane
  35 Once again
  36 Poetic feet

  37 Self-government, 
in India
  38 Llama kin
  39 86 Across or 9 
Down
  41 “Swanee” singer
  42 Corral feature
  45 Assent at sea
  48 “O Sole _”
  50 VIP
  51 Hoopster 
Shaquille
  52 Zodiac animal
  53 Hostelry
  54 Sib’s kid
  56 Bear or Berra
  60 School grp.
  61 Phone button
  64 Shy primate
  65 Former Japanese 
capital
  67 Pull sharply
  68 Alaskan bear
  69 Epoch
  71 Bond foe
  72 Deli meat
  73 TV’s “Highway 
to _”
  76 Golfer’s gadget
  79 Comedian Arnold
  80 Runner Sebastian
  81 Ford or Grey
  82 Revolutionary
  84 Create a caftan
  85 Imitates
  88 Worn-out
  89 Cognitive
  91 Publisher Conde

  94 Behaved like bees
  96 Watching 
machines?
  98 _ -la-la
  99 Living-room 
accessories
100 “_ Too Late” (‘71 
hit)
102 Fiddle (with)
103 Roman structure
104 Saudi city
106 Sullen
107 Absurd
109 Tibetan monk
110 Dash
112 Tulsa’s st.
114 Farm measure
115 Actor Epps
116 Magritte or 
Descartes
117 Spooky Stoker
120 Bunyan’s whacker
121 Triangular sail
122 Actress Farrow

Answer Page 4
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Social Security Q&A By Ray Vigil
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Answer Page 4

Answer Page 4

Answer Page 4

Fort Hancock, and Tornillo. The 
Lower Valley Special Olympics was 
created by the five districts in order 
to provide special needs students 
an opportunity to participate in 
Olympic-type sports in a smaller and 
encouraging setting where they are 
able to interact with other students 
from the different schools. 

Before the games, all the athletes 
and coaches marched in a parade as 
part of the official opening ceremony. 
Athletes seven years of age and 
younger competed in different motor 
activities inside the San Elizario High 
School auxiliary gym. Meanwhile, 
participants between seven- and 
21-years-old took part in various 
track and field contests including 

Olympics
From Page 1

in participating in this worth 
while event, please contact us 
at jwcelpaso@yahoo.com or 
call Edith at 731-1585.

Woman’s Club
The Junior Woman’s Club 
of El Paso will be hosting its 
annual Friendship Luncheon on 
Saturday, April 9, 2011 at 11am. 
The luncheon will be held at the 
Woman’s Clubhouse located at 
1400 N. Mesa. This years theme 
will be “A Day at the Derby”. If 
you are interested in finding out 
what the Junior Woman’s Club 
of El Paso is all about, please join 
us for this event. The Friendship 
luncheon is also a time to reflect 
on our history and recognize past 
presidents and former members. 
Cost for this event is $10 for non-
members. RSVP (or questions) 
please call 276-6417 by April 5, 
2011. Parking is located on Mesa 
and River, across the street from 
the Woman’s Club House.

Crime Stoppers
A man trying to flee from a 
vehicle that was following him 
in the northeast ends up passing 
by that vehicle, and is shot in 
the head, making this the Crime 
Stoppers “Crime of the Week.” 
On Saturday, January 22, 
2011, about 7:45 p.m., officers 
responded to a shooting in the 
10400 block of Kendall in the 
northeast. Upon arrival, they 
found a white Chevrolet Caprice 
on the sidewalk with its front 
end against a tree. The driver of 
the Caprice, 19-year-old Isaiah 
Luna, had a gunshot wound to 
his head and was transported 
to University Medical Center 
where he died later that night. 
The investigation revealed that 
Luna and a friend were driving 
around the northeast, visiting 
friends, when Luna noticed that 
he was being followed by a small 
dark blue pickup truck. Luna 
attempted to flee from the vehicle, 
however they passed each other 
on Kendall and the suspects from 
the pickup truck fired several 
shots at Luna, fatally wounding 
him. If you have any information 
about the identity of the suspects 
involved, or the description of 
the vehicle, please call Crime 
Stoppers immediately at 566-
TIPS (566-8477) or on-line at 
www.crimestoppersofelpaso.org. 
You will remain anonymous and, 
if your tip leads to an arrest, you 
can qualify for a cash reward.

– James Klaes

softball throw, mini javelin, long 
jump, wheelchair races, and relays.

Planning and coordination for 
this year’s Lower Valley Special 
Olympics was carried out by 
the SEISD Special Education 
Department with other district 
staff pitching in to put on the 
event. Students from SEISD 
began preparing for competition 
in January with the assistance of 
family, instructors, and volunteers. 
All the athletes received medals or 
ribbons at awards ceremonies held 
at the conclusion of each contest.

This is the second time that 
SEISD has hosted the event, which 
rotates duties with Fabens and Clint 
ISDs every year. Lunch was also 
provided to all the participants and 
guests courtesy of Wal-Mart, Labatt 
Food Service, and the SEISD Child 
Nutrition Services Department.
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Q: I’m expecting a baby this June. 
What do I need to do to get a Social 
Security number for my baby?

A: You can apply for a number at the 
hospital at the same time you apply 
for your baby’s birth certificate. 
The State agency that issues birth 
certificates will share your child’s 
information with us, and we will mail 
the Social Security card to you. You 
can learn more about Social Security 
cards and numbers by reading our 
online publication on the subject. 

Just visit www.socialsecurity.gov/
pubs/10002.html.

Q: How long does it take to complete 
the online application for retirement 
benefits?

A: It can take as little as 15 minutes 
to complete the online application. 
In most cases, once your application 
is submitted electronically, you’re 
done. There are no forms to sign 
and usually no documentation to 
mail in. Social Security will process 

your application and contact you if 
any further information is needed. 
There’s no need to drive to a local 
Social Security office or wait for an 
appointment with a Social Security 
representative. To retire online, go 
to www.socialsecurity.gov.
____________________________
For more information on any of 
the questions listed above, visit our 
website at www.socialsecurity.gov 
or call us at 1-800-772-1213. If you 
have any questions that you would 
like to have answered, please mail 
them to the Social Security Office, 
11111 Gateway West, Attn: Ray 
Vigil, El Paso, Texas 79935.


