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Most things that broaden the mind also 
narrow the conscience.
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Sometimes a handful of patience is worth 
more than a bucket full of brains.

— Quips & Quotes

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier
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CANUTILLO – Two Northwest Early 
College High School seniors are among an 
elite group of students that were named Gates 
Millennium Scholarship recipients.

– Photo courtesy Canutillo ISD

COLLEGE FUNDS – Alexandria Holden, left, and Monique Davis, both seniors at 
Northwest Early College in the Canutillo Independent School District, are two of the just 
1,000 students from throughout the country to be named Gates Millennium Scholars. 
They will receive a substantial grant to help pay college tuition.

Holden, Davis named Gates scholars
By Gustavo Reveles Acosta

Special to the Courier

Alexandria Rosario Holden and Monique 
Gabriela Davis are among en elite group 
of students who were recognized by the 
scholarship program that was started by a $1 
billion grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

Only 1,000 minority students from 
throughout the United States are selected each 

year.
“Alexandria and Monique represent the 

very best of Northwest Early College, and 
those qualities are exactly what earned them 
this honor, said Principal Margarita Ramirez. 
“They have worked hard to earned their first 
college degree, and now they will receive 
the help they need to keep furthering their 
education.”

Holden and Davis have both earned 
associate’s degrees from El Paso Community 
College as part of their participation in the 
Canutillo Independent School District’s early 
college program. They are currently enrolled 
at the University of Texas at El Paso, even 
though they are still weeks away from finishing 
their high-school graduation requirements.

Alexandria is the daughter of Rosa and 
Christopher Holden. She hopes to become 
a physician and plans to study pathology at 
Baylor University in Waco, Texas.

Monique is the daughter of Rachel and 
Michael Davis. She also hopes to become a 
doctor and plans to enroll at Our Lady of the 
Lake University in San Antonio.

“Our goal is produce students that are 
college and life ready,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Pedro Galaviz. “Alexandria and Monique 
prove that our students are competing not just 
locally, but nationally.”

– Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

UNDER CONSTRUCTION – El Paso County’s newest annex offices should be completed by August. Commissioners Court recently 
approved two contracts for the Northwest annex building. One was $49,000 for cabling service and the other was for $76,000 for the 
phone system.

Northwest annex offices near completion

EL PASO COUNTY – El Paso County’s 
newest annex offices, located in the Upper 
Valley, should be up and running by the end 
of the summer, according to county reports.

The Northwest Building project in the 
Village of Vinton is expected to be completed 
in August at a cost of $2.6 million. The new 
17,270 square-foot annex (431 Vinton Road) 
will have space for the Sheriff’s Office, justice 
of the peace, constable, adult probation office, 
and the county attorney’s office.

The modern facility will make it easier for 
people to find all the services in one location, 
while the county will be saving money on 
rent, stated county officials recently.

“All those services are out there somewhere, 
but they’re spread out in rented facilities 
and the cost of those rented facilities is not 
cheap,” County Commissioner Pat Abeln 
stated during a recent commissioners’ court 
meeting. Abeln represents the county’s upper 
valley communities.

According to Abeln, the adult probation 
office will probably be the first to move in 
because the county recently terminated the 
lease for the probation department’s downtown 
office space after mold was found on the 
property. Although probation department 
employees are paid by the state, the county 
has the obligation to provide office space for 
them, county officials explained.

The county was paying about $7,500 a 
month in rent for the downtown offices. 
About 20 employees had to be relocated 

to other county offices because of the lease 
termination, according to county officials.

With the opening of the latest county 
annex- one was open in the county’s eastside a 
couple of years ago- the probation department 
will have the needed space for the displaced 
employees. It will also provide adequate space 
for the Sheriff’s Office Upper Valley substation, 
which is currently housed in the same building 
that the Village of Vinton City Hall uses.

Abeln stated that the new facility for the 
sheriff’s upper valley office was needed 
because the current substation is inadequate; 
it has no detention capability and does not 
provide facilities to do all the things that the 
Sheriff’s department needs to do. He added 
that the new annex will also put the justice of 
the peace and constable in an area where they 
do not have to pay rent.

San Eli
mayoral debate
Residents of San Elizario are invited to 
attend San Elizario High School’s first 
ever mayoral debate on Friday, May 2 
at 6 p.m. The debate will feature Carlos 
Guerrero, Paul Johnson Jr., and Maya 
Sanchez who are all running for the office 
of mayor of the recently incorporated 
City of San Elizario. The event is open to 
the public and will take place in the San 
Elizario High School auditorium. The 
campus is located at 13981 Socorro Rd., 
San Elizario, TX 79849. For information 
call 872-3970.

– Cynthia P. Marentes

Golf tourney
The Junior Woman’s Club of El Paso 
will be holding their 12th annual Spring 
Swing golf tournament the morning of 
Friday, May 9 at the Painted Dunes golf 
course. Tee off is at 8 a.m. with continental 
breakfast and sign in beginning at 7 a.m. 
Proceeds this year will benefit Mike 
Dee’s Big Adventure (Camp for Disabled 
Youth). For registration and sponsorship 
information please contact Grace at (915) 
494-2293. You may also email us at 
jwcelpaso@yahoo.com. Mike Dee’s Big 
Adventure is a non-profit organization 
focused on giving special needs children 
a vacation they will remember for the 
rest of their lives. With the assistance 
of Power 102 FM and members of 
the community, the “Big Adventure” 
orchestrates an annual trip to San 
Antonio, Texas for these extraordinary 
kids with disabilities to see places and do 
things they otherwise may never have the 
opportunity to experience.

– Beth Podol

Hair Wars
Camino Real Hotel (101 S. El Paso 
Street) will host El Paso’s first Hair 
Wars-The Supreme Salon Tour 
competition, beginning at 5 p.m., 
Sunday, May18. The event, which is 
presented by Windy City Media, is open 
to individuals 21 years and older. The 
Hair Wars tour has a 14-year history 
and is a nationally recognized salon 
competition where top local salons in 
each region have the opportunity to 
showcase their artistic side by featuring 
one-of-a-kind, extravagant creations 
down the runway. This year, the tour 
will travel through El Paso, Scottsdale, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, Vancouver and 
Calgary, Canada. The top three salons 
in each city will move on to the world 
finals in an international competition. 
The local event will begin with a pre-
game show, themed in black and white, 
presented by the Milan Institute of 
Cosmetology. Partial proceeds from 
the El Paso event will benefit the Rio 

TEXAS – What is important to you? Is it 
your family, home, pets, money, security or 
other possessions? Did you know that if your 
vehicle is stolen or burglarized, all those things 
can also be threatened? In other words, crimes 
against a vehicle may be only the first in a 
string of criminal acts that directly affect you.

In 2012, vehicle thefts in Texas totaled 
64,982, which means a car was stolen every 
eight minutes. Any vehicle is a potential 
target, and those most stolen are at least five 
years old. In 2013, the most targeted makes/
models in Texas included: 1) Ford Pickup, 
2) Chevrolet Pickup, 3) Dodge Pickup, 4) 
Chevrolet Tahoe and 5) Honda Civic.

Vehicle thieves are looking for opportunities. 

And unfortunately, many drivers aid thefts by 
leaving doors unlocked and keys inside. Once 
a vehicle is stolen, any number of additional 
offenses could take place. The vehicle may 
be used to commit another crime. It may 
be operated erratically and involved in an 
accident. It may be dismantled so the parts 
can be sold to fund other crimes ranging from 
drug use to terrorism.

In 2012, reported vehicle burglaries in 
Texas totaled 221,023, which means parts or 
contents were stolen every two minutes. Much 
like thefts involving the entire vehicle, drivers 
often unintentionally assist burglars with 
their crimes by leaving belongings visible. 
Items left behind can result in a number of 
additional offenses. Keys or garage door 
openers can provide thieves access to homes, 
where belongings, money, and personal 
information could be taken. If a pet or child 

is left unattended in a vehicle, they could 
become additional victims of a thief. Items 
such as purses, briefcases, bags, electronics, 
clothing, or accessories can be stolen, leading 
to financial ruin, identity theft or resale of 
items to other unknowing victims.

Historically, more vehicle thefts and 
burglaries occur in Texas during summer 
months, which is why the Texas Auto 
Burglary and Theft Prevention Authority 
(ABTPA) has declared July “Watch Your Car 
Month.” During “Watch Your Car Month”, 
representatives within 29 vehicle crime task 
forces funded by ABTPA will be working in 
their communities reminding Texas drivers 
that they must protect their vehicles and all 
possessions inside to avoid falling victim 
to thieves. If drivers are leaving themselves 

July is ‘Watch Your Car Month’
By Michelle Lanham
Special to the Courier

See CAR, Page 2

Mental health 
workshop
The Mental Health First Aid two day 
workshop will be held on Monday, Aug. 
11 and Monday, Aug. 18 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at the Women’s Intercultural 
Center located at 303 Lincoln Street in 
Anthony, NM. Mental Health First Aid is 
designed to fight stigma associated with 
mental illness and to address the real 
desire to help someone who is struggling. 
Specifically, participants will learn:
• Potential risk factors and warning signs 
for a range of mental health problems, 
including: depression, anxiety/trauma, 
psychosis, eating disorders, substance 
use disorders, and self injury;
• An understanding of the prevalence of 
Various mental health disorders in the 
U.S. and the need for reduced stigma in 
their communities;
• A 5-step action plan encompassing the 
skills, resources and knowledge to assess 
the situation, to select and implement 
appropriate. Interventions, and to help 
the individual in crisis connect with 
appropriate professional care; and
• Evidence-based professional, peer, 
social, and self-help resources available 
to help someone with a mental health 
problem.
The free workshop is being brought 
to you in collaboration between the 
UnitedHealthCare® Community Plan 
and the Women’s Intercultural Center. 
For more information or to register for 
the workshop please contact Magali 
Almaraz at 575-882-5556 or Mari 
Jimenez at 877-339-1616.

– Mary Carter

Wanted
Two men cause a woman to fall during a 
theft at a Canutillo business, while another 
man waited in drove the getaway car. 
Two of the men were recorded on video 
committing a theft and Investigators from 
the El Paso Police County Sheriff’s Office 
are asking for the public’s assistance in 
identifying these thieves. On the morning 
of Sunday, May 4, 2014, two men walked 
into the Piggy Bank convenience store 
located at 280 Canutillo La Union Avenue 
in Canutillo Texas. The men walked 
directly towards the coolers where the 
beer is kept, selected several packs of beer 
and ran out of the store. As the men were 
running one of them fell. During this the 
clerk, was by the door and fell as well. 
The men ran to an awaiting car, described 
as grey four door car. The first suspect is 
described as a White or Hispanic male 
in his late teens or early 20s, 5’6”, light 
complexion, and short dark hair. He was 
wearing a red jacket and blue jeans on 
the day of the theft. The other suspect 
is described as White or Hispanic male, 
late teens to early 20s, and was 6’0” 

VINTON – Mayor Praino signed a 
proclamation designating July as Emergency 
Preparedness Month. By signing the 
proclamation, Praino “aims to increase 
public awareness concerning the importance 
of preparing for emergencies and to 
persuade individuals to take action”. Praino 
urged residents “to take measures to make 
themselves and their families better prepared 

for emergencies.” Vinton mailed each 
household an Emergency Preparedness Guide 
which provides tips on preparing emergency 
kits, establishing evacuation plans and other 
measures to prepare for natural disasters.

Vinton residents can obtain sandbags from 
the Public Works Department to protect their 
property. Workshops will be held to train 
volunteers to assist during emergencies. 
Additional public awareness information will 
be provided throughout July at the Village of 
Vinton office.

The Village of Vinton historically has flash 

flooding from July through September. There 
are five 100-year flood zones and half of the 
Village’s square miles are located in a flood 
zone. The Village of Vinton is a small city 
in west El Paso County with an estimated 
population of 2,000. In 2006, nearly 80% of 
the homes were affected by flash flooding and 
many were forced to evacuate as roads and 
utilities were washed away. Since then, Vinton 
has maintained a high alert level during the 
summer months for flooding.

For more information residents can  call the 
Village of Vinton at (915) 886-5104.

ANTHONY – The towns of Anthony, NM 
and Anthony, TX showed off their American 
Spirit with a good, old-fashion Fourth of 
July parade Friday morning. Hundreds of 
townsfolk took part in the festivities. At least 
fifty entries filed along Highway 20, starting 
in the New Mexico side, and marched up 
Franklin Avenue in the Anthony TX side to 
the municipal park area.

Helping coordinate this year’s parade were 
Anthony TX Police Chief Carlos Enriquez 
and Anthony NM Mayor Arnulfo Castaneda. 
“In one form or another, the Anthony 
communities have been coming together for 
over 25 years to celebrate their American 
patriotism on the Fourth of July,” said Chief 
Enriquez.

“Our annual parade would not be possible 
without the combined efforts of both 
communities,” added Mayor Castaneda.

Among this year’s parade participants 
were: Anthony TX Police Dept., El Paso Co. 
Sheriff’s Vinton Office, Horizon City Police 
Dept., Vinton TX Police Dept., West Valley 
Fire Dept., Anthony NM VFW 4384 (Veterans – Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

OUT FOR A RIDE – Two Lienza Charro Castro riders participating in the Fourth of July 
Parade pause for a photo.

Communities
get together 
for a parade

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

Vinton residents urged to make emergency plan
See PARADE, Page 5

By Marina Ramirez
Special to the Courier



July 10, 2014Page 2 West Texas County Courier

Finances By Jason AldermanVeterans Post By Freddy Groves

Page 3May 1, 2014May 1, 2014Page 2 West Texas County Courier West Texas County Courier

Finances By Jason Alderman

PUBLISHED:
Published each Thursday by
Homesteader News, Inc. Appreciation 
to our many contributors. Office open 
Monday through Thursday.

COPYRIGHT:
Entire contents © 2014 Homesteader 
News, Inc. Individual authors retain all 
rights. Pictures, drawings and written 
material appearing in the  West Texas 
County Courier may not be used or 
reproduced without written permission 
of Homesteader News, Inc.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
Letter must not be more than 250 
words in length. They should be dated, 
must be signed and have an address 
and daytime phone number. Only the 
name and city will be printed with the 
letter. The Courier reserves the right 
not to print letters to the editor or 
other submitted materials it considers 
inappropriate.

AD DEADLINE:
Monday 4 p.m. for Thursday
publication.

CLASSIFIED RATES
$10 for 25 words, $15 for 40 words. 
Ad must be in writing and pre-paid. 
The Courier reserves the right not to 
print classified advertising it considers 
inappropriate.

DISPLAY RATES:
Open rate — $25 per column inch. 
Call for more information or to set an 
appointment. The Courier reserves 
the right not to print advertising it 
considers inappropriate.

MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS:
Minimum 50 issues for $45.
Delivery via 1st class mail.

MAIL:
15344 Werling Ct.
Horizon City, TX  79928

Phone: 852-3235
Fax: 852-0123

E-mail: wtxcc@wtxcc.com
Website: wtxcc.com

Publisher
Rick Shrum

Contributors
Alfredo Vasquez
Don Woodyard
Steve EscajedaMember Texas Community

Newspaper Association

H
Homesteader

Est. 1973

News, Inc.

1973

2014
41Years

Aided by the Yale Law School 
Veterans Legal Service Clinic, a 
handful of Vietnam veterans with 
PTSD filed suit in U.S. District 
Court in Connecticut alleging that 
the military didn’t upgrade their 
discharges when it should have. 
Over the years, less than 5 percent 
of requests for upgrade have been 
given. 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
didn’t have a name back when 
these veterans were in Vietnam. 
That only came about in 1980. 
Various wars have called it “shell 
shock” and “combat exhaustion.” 
During the Vietnam War, they 
were calling it “stress response 
syndrome.” Doctors thought it 
was caused by “response” and 
would go away, and if it lasted 
too long, it must have been pre-
existing.

What no one took into 
consideration back then was 
that there was a reason for the 
behaviors of veterans with PTSD, 
which included being absent 
without leave, drug use, hyper-
vigilance, the inability to carry out 
duties, altercations and blackouts. 
Once PTSD had a name, and its 
symptoms and accompanying 
behaviors recognized, those 

undesirable discharges should 
have been upgraded for tens of 
thousands of veterans.

The veterans in the class-
action lawsuit all had been given 
other-than-honorable discharges, 
which has followed them since 
then, bringing a lack of correct 
medical care, unemployment, 
homelessness and damaged 
relationships, as well as years of 
anxiety.

This lawsuit is similar to a 2008 
lawsuit (Sabo vs. United States) 
that was filed for veterans who’d 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan. In 
those cases, veterans with PTSD 
only rated a 10 percent disability 
(when it should have been 50 
percent after 2002), and the 
veterans therefore were denied 
benefits. 

To read the lawsuit, search 
online for Case 3:14-cv-00260 
in the U.S. District Court in 
Connecticut.

_______________________
Freddy Groves regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his column 
whenever possible. Send email 
to columnreply2@gmail.com. (c) 
2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

Vietnam vets file 
suit over PTSD

Job seekers in southern Doña 
Ana County and northwest El Paso 
County are invited to meet with 
more than 20 regional employers and 
career development organizations 
and get information about current 
job opportunities or job-placement 
assistance during the Doña Ana 
County Career & Resource Fair, 
which will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Thursday, May 15, at the 
Women’s Intercultural Center, 303 

Anthony, NM hosts career and resource fair
By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

Lincoln St., in Anthony, NM.
Individuals looking for 

employment will have access to 
employers seeking candidates 
in various disciplines including 
health care, telecommunications, 
hospitality and construction. Job 
seekers are encouraged to dress 
professionally, bring their resumes, 
and be prepared for on-site 
interviews.

“This job fair is open to the public 
and is designed to help connect folks 
with jobs and employment resources 
in southern Doña Ana County,” said 
co-organizer Raul Gonzalez of the 

Rio Grande Council of Governments. 
“In addition to bringing in top 
employers from the region, we 
will be providing resources for job 
seekers to assist them in preparing 
for their employment search.”

The job fair is hosted by the 
Women’s Intercultural Center in 
Anthony and is organized by the Rio 
Grande Council of Governments, 
Tierra del Sol Housing Corp., The 
City of Anthony NM, and the Office 
of U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich.

For more information call Raul 
Gonzalez at 533-0998 ext. 137, or 
send e-mail to raulg@riocog.org.

Mother’s Day is May 11. If you’re wracking your 
brain for ways to show your mom appreciation for 
all the sacrifices she made while raising you, here’s a 
thought: Why not offer to spend some time helping to 
sort through her financial, legal and medical paperwork 
to make sure everything is in order? 

While flowers and candy offer immediate gratification, 
I’ll bet your mom will truly appreciate the long-term 
value of getting her records in order now so that she – 
and you – will be able to take appropriate actions later 
on, should the need arise. 

Some of the areas you might want to organize 
include:

• Retirement income sources. Gather these documents 
so your mom will have a better idea how much income 
she’ll have available throughout retirement: 

1) Register your mom at mySocialSecurity (www.
socialsecurity.gov/myaccount) to gain access to 
personalized estimates of retirement, disability 
and survivors benefits, lifetime earnings records 
and estimated Social Security and Medicare taxes 
paid. 
2) You’ll also need your dad’s statement to determine 
any potential spousal or survivor benefits for which 
she might be eligible, so sign him up as well. 
3) Annual statements for pension, IRA, 401(k) 
or other retirement savings plans for which she’s 
eligible. (Check your dad’s statements too in case 
she’s eligible for spousal death benefits.)
4) Bank statements for checking, savings, money 
market and CD accounts.
5) Company stock and bond certificates, and 
statements for other investment accounts.

Outstanding debts. Also gather monthly statements 
and outstanding balances owed for major expenses 
including: home mortgage or other property loans, 
home equity loan or line of credit, car loan or lease, 
credit cards, medical bills and personal loans.

Other important documents. Your mom should have 
documents instructing how she’d like her affairs to be 
handled, both while she’s living and after death. Look 
for: 

• Medical, homeowner/renter, auto, life, disability 
and long-term care insurance policies.

• A will (and possibly a trust) outlining how she 
wants her estate managed after death.

• Durable power of attorney and health care proxy 
specifying who will make her financial and medical 
decisions if she becomes incapacitated. 

• Also, a living will tells doctors which medical 
treatments and life-support procedures she does or 
doesn’t want performed.

• Birth certificate, marriage license, Social Security 
card, funeral plans, safe deposit box information, etc.

• Contact information for professional service 
providers (doctors, pharmacy, lawyer, financial advisor, 
bank, insurance companies, etc.) Also give these 
providers your own contact information in case of 
emergencies.

Review these documents regularly and make updates 
whenever her situation changes. For example, make 
sure that designated beneficiaries for your mom’s will, 
life insurance and retirement plans accurately reflect 
her current wishes.

If you need help guiding financial discussions, Social 
Security has created a special website for women 
(www.ssa.gov/women) that provides information on 
retirement, disability and other issues – in English and 
Spanish. They also have a Retirement Estimator (www.
ssa.gov/estimator) that enters her earnings information 
from their records to estimate her projected Social 
Security benefits under different scenarios (age at 
retirement, future earnings projections, etc.) 

Another good resource is the Women’s Saving 
Initiative, a program jointly developed by Heinz Family 
Philanthropies, the Women’s Institute for a Secure 
Retirement (WISER) and Visa Inc. This program features 
a free book called “What Women Need to Know About 
Retirement,” which you can download as a PDF or audio 
file at www.practicalmoneyskills.com/resources.

If you need professional help, consult a licensed 
financial planner who can design a personalized 
retirement strategy. If you don’t know one, try the 
Financial Planning Association (www.plannersearch.
org).

________________________________________
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s financial education 
programs.

Help mom get organized for Mother’s Day
Veterans Post By Freddy Groves

The Department of Veterans 
Affairs has issued a Notice of 
Funds Availability (NOFA) to 
provide transitional housing and 
support services to veterans with 
special needs. A $5 million grant 
will go to 25 organizations (if 
they reapply for funding) in 11 
states to provide housing services 
to veterans who are women, frail 
elderly, terminally ill, chronically 
mentally ill or who care for minor 
dependents.
Eligible programs must provide 
up to 24 months of housing or 
services, such as case management, 
crisis intervention, counseling and 
so on. The goal, quoting from the 
news release, is to help “homeless 
veterans achieve residential 
stability, increase their skill levels 
and income, and gain greater self-
determination.”
Sounds great, but the fine print is 
confusing. A notice in the Federal 
Register outlines the details. 
Here are some of the services 
provided:
•  Frail elderly are to receive 
services for safety, opportunities 
to stay mentally and physically 
agile, walkers or other necessary 
devices, and monitoring of 
medications.
•  The terminally ill program will 
help address end of life issues, 

provide transition and closure 
actions, and provide legal counsel 
and pain management.
•  For the chronically mentally 
ill, it will help participants 
engage with the community, 
facilitate reintegration and ensure 
opportunities to re-establish 
relationships with family.
•  For those who care for minor 
dependents, the program will 
provide transportation, offer 
referrals for child care and ensure 
health needs are met, especially 
immunizations.
•  For women, it will ensure 
transportation, especially for 
health and education, and will 
address safety and security 
issues.
Doing the math, the $5 million 
could give $200,000 to each 
organization, if divided evenly… 
except the fine print of the Federal 
Register notice says that $3.5 
million is expected to be made 
available.
Where’s the other $1.5 million?

_______________________
Freddy Groves regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his column 
whenever possible. Send email 
to columnreply2@gmail.com. (c) 
2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

Checking the fine print
If you always stop to read the fine print before 

signing anything, congratulations – your parents trained 
you well. If you don’t, beware: Your signature could 
commit you to a long-term gym membership you don’t 
really want, an apartment you can’t afford or worst of 
all, paying off someone else’s loan you cosigned. 

Broadly defined, contracts are mutually binding 
agreements between two or more parties to do – or not 
do – something. It could be as simple as buying coffee 
(you pay $3 and the restaurant agrees to serve you a 
drinkable beverage), or as complex as signing a 30-year 
mortgage. 

Once a contract is in force it generally cannot be 
altered unless all parties agree. And, with very few 
exceptions (e.g., if deception or fraud took place), 
contracts cannot easily be broken.

Before you enter a contractual agreement, try to 
anticipate everything that might possibly go wrong. For 
example: 

•  After you’ve leased an apartment you decide you 
can’t afford the rent or don’t like the neighborhood.

•  Your roommate moves out, leaving you responsible 
for the rest of the lease.

•  You finance a car you can’t afford, but when you 
try to sell, it’s worth less than your outstanding loan 
balance.

•  You buy a car and only later notice that the sales 
agreement includes an extended warranty or other 
features you didn’t verbally authorize.

•  You sign a payday loan without fully understanding 
the terms and end up owing many times the original 
loan amount. 

•  You buy something on sale and don’t notice the 
store’s “No returns on sale items” policy.

•  You click “I agree” to a website’s privacy policy 
and later realize you’ve given permission to share your 
personal information.

•  You buy a two-year cellphone plan, but after 
the grace period ends, discover that you have spotty 
reception and it will costs hundreds of dollars to buy 
your way out.

Cosigning a loan can be particularly risky. If the other 
person stops making payments, you’re responsible for 
the full amount, including late fees or collection costs. 
Not only will your credit rating suffer, but the creditor 
can use the same collection methods against you as 
against the primary borrower, including suing you or 
garnishing your wages. 

Still, there may be times you want to cosign a loan 
to help out a relative or friend. The Federal Trade 

Commission’s handy guide, “Co-signing a Loan,” shows 
precautions to take before entering such agreements 
(www.consumer.ftc.gov). 

A few additional reminders: 
•  Ensure that everything you were promised verbally 

appears in writing.
•  Make sure all blank spaces are filled in or crossed 

out before signing any documents –including the tip 
line on restaurant and hotel bills.

•  Don’t be afraid to ask to take a contract home for 
more careful analysis or to get a second opinion. A 
lawyer or financial advisor can help.

•  Don’t be pressured into signing anything. If 
salespeople try that tactic, walk away. (Be particularly 
wary at timeshare rental meetings.)

•  Keep copies of every document you sign. This will 
be especially important for contested rental deposits, 
damaged merchandise, insurance claims, extended 
warranties, etc.

•  Take along a “wingman” if you’re making an 
important decision like renting an apartment or buying 
a car to help ask questions and protect your interests.

•  Be wary of “free trial” offers. Read all terms and 
conditions and pay particular attention to pre-checked 
boxes in online offers.

Bottom line: Contracts protect both parties. Just make 
sure you fully understand all details before signing on 
the dotted line.

________________________________________
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s financial education 
programs.

Read contracts carefully before signing

Veterans Post By Freddy Groves
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The Department of Veterans 
Affairs recently opened a hotline 
for women veterans, their families 
and caregivers. The hotline is a 
welcome addition, if only for one 
reason: Women veterans aren’t as 
knowledgeable about the benefi ts, 
resources and services that are 
available to them.

According to a news release, 
women make up 15 percent of 
active duty and 18 percent of 
National Guard and Reserve 
personnel. However, in VA 
health care, only 6 percent of the 
patients are women. Since 2000, 
the number of women using VA 
health care has doubled, but they 
can’t use services and benefi ts 
they don’t know about.

Here are just a few areas where 
the hotline can help:

• Referrals to homeless and 
mental-health services;

• Disability compensation;
• Vet Center information;
• Information on VA cemeteries 

and memorial benefi ts, 
claims, education and health-
care appointments, including 
pharmacy;

• Home loans; and
• Employment assistance.
The Women Veterans Hotline 

can be reached at 1-855-829-6636. 
To reach the Veteran Crisis Line, 
for urgent needs, call 1-800-273-
TALK and Dial 1 for Veterans.

Female veterans also can go 
online to www.eBenefi ts.va.gov. 
Search the College Navigator, 
read the Compensation and 
Benefi ts Handbook, access the 
Form 10-EZ Application for 
Medical Benefi ts, see the benefi ts 
fact sheet, access the veterans 
job bank and read about federal 
benefi ts for veterans, dependents 
and survivors. Once you’re 
signed up, manage your health 
care online at TRICARE Online 
or My HealtheVet.

Consider this column a Clip 
‘n’ Save: Hand it off to a female 
veteran who can use it, perhaps 
just before this summer’s Stand 
Down in your area. Stand Downs 
are a great place for all veterans to 
connect with benefi ts and services 
in a one-stop event.

_______________________
Freddy Groves regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his column 
whenever possible. Send email 
to columnreply2@gmail.com. (c) 
2013 King Features Synd., Inc.

Women vets get 
their own hotline Are the 70 percent of the developing world’s adult 

population with no formal bank account doomed to a 
life of economic uncertainty and fi nancial illiteracy? If 
a woman’s culture dictates that she should always put 
her family’s fi nancial needs ahead of her own, can she 
learn to set aside money for her own retirement without 
feeling guilty?

These are just some of the complex issues raised at 
the seventh annual Financial Literacy and Education 
Summit hosted by the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Chicago and Visa Inc. Renowned U.S. and international 
fi nancial experts and journalists led a lively discussion 
– and fi elded Twitter questions from roughly 2,000 
participants – around the theme, “Improving Women’s 
Financial Literacy & Capabilities Globally.”

Fascinating details revealed include:
• Richard Cordray, Director of the U.S. Consumer 

Financial Protection Bureau, noted that “a large 
majority of K-12 teachers say that personal fi nance 
should be taught in school, yet less than a third say 
they’ve taught lessons about money, and more than half 
feel unqualifi ed to teach their state’s fi nancial literacy 
standards.”

• Linah Mohohlo, Governor, Bank of Botswana, 
emphasized that it’s not only important to teach women 
about money management, but also to teach them 
activities to avoid – such as Ponzi schemes or lending 
money to people without setting repayment and interest 
terms.

• Bernie Ripoll, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Treasurer, Australia, added that women should feel 
empowered to ask questions or say no if they’re asked 
to invest in something they don’t understand.

• According to South African Financial Journalist 
Maya Fischer-French, among the biggest fi nancial 
hurdles an overwhelming number of women in her 
country face is their status as single mothers – around 
56 percent. Of those, only about 21 percent can rely on 
fi nancial help from their children’s fathers.

On the question of whether fi nancial literacy hinges on 

access to traditional bank accounts, Egyptian Journalist 
Amira Salah-Ahmend said roughly 90 percent of the 
Egyptian population is unbanked, meaning most of 
their transactions are unregulated and therefore more 
risky.

Mexican Journalist Adina Chelminsky added that 
many third-world people have much easier access to 
credit through informal lending channels than to bank 
products. “The idea is not to formalize all this informal 
lending, but rather for banks and governments to think 
outside the box and develop new products that cater to 
women who have minimal savings,” she said.

The panelists shared some alternative fi nancing 
methods that are already in place and thriving:

• Microfi nance, where organizations like Kiva 
make small loans to people who can’t get credit from 
traditional banks, is helping women achieve fi nancial 
stability in many underdeveloped nations. For example, 
a young woman in Pakistan or Mexico can now take out 
a microloan to buy a sewing machine, thereby creating 
her own thriving business.

• Also in Pakistan, a large telecommunications 
company has partnered with a microfi nancer to provide 
“branchless banking” via mobile phone technology to 
people far removed from banks. “We’ve got 45,000 
agents transacting this kind of business now compared 
to only 13,000 in the branch network,” explained Yaseen 
Anwar, Governor, State Bank of Pakistan.

Bottom line: Women throughout the world face 
unique economic and fi nancial literacy challenges. The 
key is for governments, fi nancial institutions, educators 
and entrepreneurs to work together to devise fi nancial 
tools and educational materials that can reach the female 
half of the world’s population – the younger, the better. 

To watch a free webcast of the 2013 Financial 
Literacy and Education Summit, visit www.
practicalmoneyskills.com.

________________________________________
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s fi nancial education 
programs.

Improving women’s fi nancial literacy, worldwide

all the way up to calculus. The 
Calculator test is a speed test. In 
only 30 minutes, students attempt to 
accurately solve as many of the 70 
problems in trigonometry, calculus, 
and geometry just to name a few.

According to his academic coach, 
Mr. Manuel Cobos, returning to 
State competition as a champion 
does not automatically guarantee a 
win, but Medrano has what it takes 
to bring home another gold medal. 

“As a freshman, I saw that he was 
a natural at math,” Cobos said. 
“But he’s also very organized and 
studies hard. He has a lot of heart 
and dedication.”

Calculator State Champion is 
just one of many achievements 
for Medrano throughout his high 
school years. He is also NHS 
Vice President, an Oboe All-State 
Band 1st chair, and a Superior 
Performance Solo guitar player. His 
near perfect SAT score placed him in 
the 98th percentile of US students. 
Medrano will graduate in June as 
Valedictorian with a GPA of 100.48 

and 37 college credit hours earned 
through the dual credit program. 
He has medaled 37 times in UIL 
math and science academic events 
not including the numerous medals 
he has earned at local invitational 
meets against area schools.

Courted by many universities such 
as Cornell, UT Austin, and Rice, 
Medrano has recently decided to 
accept MIT as his alma mater. “MIT 
fl ew me out to visit the campus three 
times already,” Medrano said. “The 
diversity of the students there is 
what made me feel like I would fi t 
in best there.”

Medrano will join Fabens HS 
alumni and former math teammate 
Angel de la Cruz who began 
attending MIT in 2011. “To have 
two former students attend MIT, I 
can’t explain the feeling,” Cobos 
said. “It’s the best. They both belong 
there. They are gifted.”

Principal Robert Sepulveda is 
also very proud and credits strong 
mentors for the students’ successes. 
“It is such an honor for a small 
school of less than 700 students to 
send not one, but two students to 
MIT,” he said. “It speaks volumes 
about how the teachers and this 
community have got to be doing 
something right.”

Medrano also feels that his 
accomplishments are a result of a 
great support system. “My parents 
have always believed in me,” he said. 
“And Mr. Cobos and Mrs. Salinas 
have been more than teachers. They 
have become my friends.”

Medrano has been offered more 
than $220,000 in scholarships, 
including the MIT McDermott 
Scholarship. He plans to work 
towards an Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science joint major.

Medrano
From Page 1

vulnerable to theft, they are encouraged to change 
their behavior in order to avoid vehicle criminals. In 
addition, drivers should recognize that thieves want 
to strike in locations where we are most likely to 
leave belongings and be separated from our vehicles 
for longer periods of time. Those places may include 
homes, malls, gyms, movie theaters, hotels and even 
places of worship! Anywhere! In other words, thieves 
are looking for the biggest financial payoff that can 
be gained in the shortest amount of time and with the 
greatest ease. So always be aware!

For additional tips on preventing vehicle crime, 
information on “Watch Your Car Month”, or to contact 
your local task force, call 800-CAR-WATCH.

Car
From Page 1
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tall, medium complexion, with short dark 
hair, and was wearing a black jacket with 
a white hood, blue jeans, and white and 
black shoes. Anyone with any information 
on the identity of the men involved in this 
theft is asked to call Crime Stoppers of El 
Paso immediately at 566-8477 (TIPS), on-
line at www.crimestoppersofelpaso.org or 
you can send a text message by entering 

the key word “CRIME1” (no space and 
include the quotation marks) plus your 
tip information, and text it to CRIMES 
(274637). You will remain anonymous, 
and if your tip leads to an arrest, you can 
qualify for a cash reward.

– Javier Sambrano

Crime Stoppers
It has been one year since a 16-year old 
teen was killed by a hit and run driver on 
Loop 375 in the eastside of the city. The 
case remains unsolved and Investigators 
from the El Paso Police Department are 
asking for the public’s help in finding the 
driver and vehicle involved through the 
Crime Stoppers “Crime of the Week.” 
On the early morning of Father’s Day, 
Sunday, June 16, 2013 just after 2 a.m., 
16-year-old Alan Ordonez was driving 
a white 2003 Mercury Marquis on Loop 
375 South bound and pulled over to the 
right shoulder near Rojas to change a flat 
tire. As Alan Ordonez was changing the 
tire, an SUV also traveling south struck 
Ordonez and fled the scene. Ordonez 
died at the scene as a result of the impact. 
Witnesses last saw the vehicle traveling 
south on 375. Investigators from the 
Special Traffic Investigations Unit believe 
that the vehicle involved is a Chevrolet 
SUV. Based on evidence at the scene the 
vehicle is believed to be a blue granite 
metallic color. The vehicle is believed to 
be between a 2005 to 2009, and will have 
damage to right front side tire well area. A 
reckless driver left a16-year-old teen dead 
on the street on Father’s Day. Investigators 
know that someone has the key that can 
bring this case to a close. Anyone with 
information on this fatal hit and run, is 
asked to call Crime Stoppers of El Paso 
immediately at 566-8477 (TIPS), on-line 
at www.crimestoppersofelpaso.org or you 
can send a text message by entering the key 
word “CRIME1” (no space and include the 
quotation marks) plus your tip information, 
and text it to CRIMES (274637).

– Javier Sambrano

Do you know him?

Briefs
From Page 1

TEXAS – Hunters applying for the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department’s drawn public 
hunts can now take advantage of the new 
online-only Public Hunt Drawing System.

The new online-only system is currently 
accepting applications for 2014-15 Drawn 
Hunts, including Special Permit hunts, 
E-Postcard hunts, and US Forest Service 
Antlerless Deer Permits. For the first time, the 
entire process is being handled electronically – 
from applications, to fee payments and permit 
issuance. “Applications for Drawings on 
Public Hunting Lands” booklets, application 

forms and permits will no longer be printed 
and mailed out. Hunt options can be browsed 
online by category or by area using an 
interactive map. A downloadable PDF of the 
2014-15 Drawn Hunt Catalog is also available 
online.

In addition to now being able to apply for 
multiple hunt areas within the same hunt 
category (i.e. apply for a Gun Deer - Either 
Sex hunt on more than one hunt area), the 
online system will give applicants more time 
to apply. With no paper applications to mail 
in, applicants will have until midnight CDT/
CST on the day of the deadline to apply. 
Applicants will also retain and continue to 

By Steve Lightfoot
Special to the Courier

Texas offers online Public Hunt Drawing System

EL PASO COUNTY – El Paso Museum of 
History will present a new series of monthly 
events, called History Happy Hour. The 
inaugural presentation is scheduled from 6 to 
8:30 p.m., Thursday, July 10, at the museum 
(510 N. Santa Fe Street).

The monthly affair will include informative 
talks, traditional music and dancing, finger 
foods, cocktails, and an opportunity to mingle 
with other museum enthusiasts, stated Marilú 
Valenzuela Alemán, a representative for 
the El Paso Museums and Cultural Affairs 
Department. 

The happy hour event will feature a different 
theme every month, Aleman stated. July’s 

theme is Brazil. Scheduled for Thursday’s 
event will be music from the Samba Batucada 
Alma De Fogo, dance performances by the 
El Paso Ballroom Dance Academy, and 
discussions on Brazil led by members of the 
Brazilian Culture Center at the University of 
Texas at El Paso (UTEP).

Admission to the downtown get-together 
is $5. Advance tickets may be purchased in 
the museum’s gift store. (The history museum 
is open until 9 p.m., Thursdays.) The event is 
free for El Paso Museum of History members 
(membership card required). Finger foods 
will be provided and Leo’s Cantina will have 
a cash bar available.

Individuals interested in attending the 
museum’s first happy hour event should RSVP 
with Alemán, at (915) 351-3588 or send email 
to alemanmg@elpasotexas.gov.

Museum presents history happy hour
By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

See HUNT, Page 4
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Answer

If any hippies decided
to become bakers, do
you think their motto

would be “flour power”?
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STRANGE
BUT TRUE
By Samantha Weaver

• It was English poet Martin 
Farquhar Tupper who 
made the following sage 
observation: “Well-timed 
silence hath more eloquence 
than speech.”

• If you’re in the neighborhood 
of Bessemer, Alabama, you 
might want to stop in its 
Hall of History. Though the 
connection to local history 
isn’t clear, Hitler’s typewriter 
is on display to curious 
onlookers. 

• You may be among those 
people who think good deeds 
and selfless acts are on the 
decline. If so, consider this 
story: In 2010, an employee 
at a recycling company came 
across 23 U.S. savings bonds 
while sorting through a bin of 
discarded papers. Instead of 
trying to cash the $22,000 
worth of bonds himself, Mike 
Rodgers decided to track 
down the owner. It turned 
out that the woman who had 
bought the bonds, Martha 
Dobbins, had been dead 
for almost two decades. 
Rodgers didn’t give up, 
though; he began a search 
for Robert Roberts, who was 
also named on the bonds. 
Though the name is common 
and Rodgers hit many 
dead ends, he eventually 
located the correct Robert 
Roberts, the son of Martha 
Dobbins. Roberts hadn’t 
even been aware of the 
bonds’ existence. Rodgers, 
his good deed finally being 
done, refused a reward. 

• The next time you look 
out the window and see 
banks of freshly fallen 
snow, remember that only 
about 8 percent of that fluffy 
whiteness is actually water; 
the remaining 92 percent is 
air.

• During the course of filming 
all eight Harry Potter movies, 
actor Daniel Radcliffe went 
through 160 pairs of glasses 
and 70 magic wands. 

Thought for the Day: “Among 
those whom I like or admire, 
I can find no common 
denominator, but among 
those whom I love, I can: All 
of them make me laugh.”

– W.H. Auden

(c) 2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

Hunt
From Page 3

accrue Preference Points, now called 
Loyalty Points, as in the past. Points 
will stay with the category and be 
applied to each application equally. 
And for the first time, applicants 
will be able to check the status of 
their applications and Loyalty Points 
online at any time.

The new system will only allow 
applicants to submit complete 
and accurate applications. This 
will eliminate disqualifications. 
Once the submission and billing 
process is completed, orders cannot 
be canceled and fees cannot be 
refunded.

All applicants (adults and youth) 
must have a Customer Account. 
Applicants that have previously 
applied for a drawn hunt or purchased 

a hunting or fishing license should 
already have an account. Those who 
do not have an account will need 
to create one before applying for a 
drawn hunt. A unique ID number 
is required to create an account. 
Unique ID numbers can be any of 
the following: State Driver’s License 
Number, Social Security Number or 
Passport Number.

The Drawn Hunts Program offers 
affordable hunting experiences at 

more than 80 areas around the state 
in more than two dozen different 
hunt categories, including eight 
specifically for youth only. Adult 
application fees for Special Permit 
hunts are either $3 or $10 depending 
on the category. Adult hunters that 
are selected will also need to pay 
an additional permit fee of $80 for 
regular hunts and $130 for extended 

See HUNT, Page 8
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– Photos by Alfredo Vasquez

CLASSICS – Cars in the parade were led by a 1955 Chevy Bel Air with other vintage cars and trucks following.

of Foreign Wars), Town of Anthony TX, City 
of Anthony NM, Village of Vinton, State 
liners’ Car Club, and the Lady Blue Panthers 
Soccer Team.

Local youth baseball teams in the parade 
consisted of the Dodgers, Monsters, Angels, 
Warriors, Little Rangers, Blue jays, and Green 
Monsters. Also in the parade were the Hulk 
Cheer squad, the Hulk football team, Anthony 
High School Band, Legacy Car Club, and 
Lienzo Charro Castro.

Additionally, some parade entries were 
sponsored by local merchants including 
Jacquez Farms, Sonic, Life, Mi Tierra Driving 
School, Aarons Rentals, Water King, and 
Ruben Cadena.

“Every year, this parade is going to get 
bigger and better,” asserted Anthony TX 
Alderman Benjamin Romero.

FLAGS – Serving in the parade’s Color 
Guard were Anthony NM-VFW 4384 
members, from left Ralph Ramos, Frank 
Herrera, Javier Silva, and Rudy Evaro Jr.

Parade
From Page 1

Fabens
native
receives 
award

– Photo by Stephen Slape

David Slape, Jr., a Dallas, TX Fire 
Rescue (DFR) Officer, was named the 
John Clark Firefighter of the Year earlier 
this year. He received the honor during 
the DFR Annual Awards Banquet. 
Slape’s professionalism, work ethic 
and service to his community were 
cited during the presentation. He also 
has a reputation as a good mentor 
to younger firefighters. This is the 
second time Slape has been given this 
honor. He also received the award in 
1991. Slape maintains close ties to 
Fabens where his mother, Elena Slape, 
and his siblings still live. Slape and his 
wife, Kim, have three sons and reside 
in Ovilla, TX.



A sporting view By Mark Vasto

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier
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NEWSBRIEFS

Sometimes a handful of patience is worth 
more than a bucket full of brains.

— Quips & Quotes

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

See BRIEFS, Page 5
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CANUTILLO – Two Northwest Early 
College High School seniors are among an 
elite group of students that were named Gates 
Millennium Scholarship recipients.

– Photo courtesy Canutillo ISD

COLLEGE FUNDS – Alexandria Holden, left, and Monique Davis, both seniors at 
Northwest Early College in the Canutillo Independent School District, are two of the just 
1,000 students from throughout the country to be named Gates Millennium Scholars. 
They will receive a substantial grant to help pay college tuition.

Holden, Davis named Gates scholars
By Gustavo Reveles Acosta

Special to the Courier

Alexandria Rosario Holden and Monique 
Gabriela Davis are among en elite group 
of students who were recognized by the 
scholarship program that was started by a $1 
billion grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

Only 1,000 minority students from 
throughout the United States are selected each 

year.
“Alexandria and Monique represent the 

very best of Northwest Early College, and 
those qualities are exactly what earned them 
this honor, said Principal Margarita Ramirez. 
“They have worked hard to earned their first 
college degree, and now they will receive 
the help they need to keep furthering their 
education.”

Holden and Davis have both earned 
associate’s degrees from El Paso Community 
College as part of their participation in the 
Canutillo Independent School District’s early 
college program. They are currently enrolled 
at the University of Texas at El Paso, even 
though they are still weeks away from finishing 
their high-school graduation requirements.

Alexandria is the daughter of Rosa and 
Christopher Holden. She hopes to become 
a physician and plans to study pathology at 
Baylor University in Waco, Texas.

Monique is the daughter of Rachel and 
Michael Davis. She also hopes to become a 
doctor and plans to enroll at Our Lady of the 
Lake University in San Antonio.

“Our goal is produce students that are 
college and life ready,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Pedro Galaviz. “Alexandria and Monique 
prove that our students are competing not just 
locally, but nationally.”

– Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

UNDER CONSTRUCTION – El Paso County’s newest annex offices should be completed by August. Commissioners Court recently 
approved two contracts for the Northwest annex building. One was $49,000 for cabling service and the other was for $76,000 for the 
phone system.

Northwest annex offices near completion

EL PASO COUNTY – El Paso County’s 
newest annex offices, located in the Upper 
Valley, should be up and running by the end 
of the summer, according to county reports.

The Northwest Building project in the 
Village of Vinton is expected to be completed 
in August at a cost of $2.6 million. The new 
17,270 square-foot annex (431 Vinton Road) 
will have space for the Sheriff’s Office, justice 
of the peace, constable, adult probation office, 
and the county attorney’s office.

The modern facility will make it easier for 
people to find all the services in one location, 
while the county will be saving money on 
rent, stated county officials recently.

“All those services are out there somewhere, 
but they’re spread out in rented facilities 
and the cost of those rented facilities is not 
cheap,” County Commissioner Pat Abeln 
stated during a recent commissioners’ court 
meeting. Abeln represents the county’s upper 
valley communities.

According to Abeln, the adult probation 
office will probably be the first to move in 
because the county recently terminated the 
lease for the probation department’s downtown 
office space after mold was found on the 
property. Although probation department 
employees are paid by the state, the county 
has the obligation to provide office space for 
them, county officials explained.

The county was paying about $7,500 a 
month in rent for the downtown offices. 
About 20 employees had to be relocated 

to other county offices because of the lease 
termination, according to county officials.

With the opening of the latest county 
annex- one was open in the county’s eastside a 
couple of years ago- the probation department 
will have the needed space for the displaced 
employees. It will also provide adequate space 
for the Sheriff’s Office Upper Valley substation, 
which is currently housed in the same building 
that the Village of Vinton City Hall uses.

Abeln stated that the new facility for the 
sheriff’s upper valley office was needed 
because the current substation is inadequate; 
it has no detention capability and does not 
provide facilities to do all the things that the 
Sheriff’s department needs to do. He added 
that the new annex will also put the justice of 
the peace and constable in an area where they 
do not have to pay rent.

San Eli
mayoral debate
Residents of San Elizario are invited to 
attend San Elizario High School’s first 
ever mayoral debate on Friday, May 2 
at 6 p.m. The debate will feature Carlos 
Guerrero, Paul Johnson Jr., and Maya 
Sanchez who are all running for the office 
of mayor of the recently incorporated 
City of San Elizario. The event is open to 
the public and will take place in the San 
Elizario High School auditorium. The 
campus is located at 13981 Socorro Rd., 
San Elizario, TX 79849. For information 
call 872-3970.

– Cynthia P. Marentes

Golf tourney
The Junior Woman’s Club of El Paso 
will be holding their 12th annual Spring 
Swing golf tournament the morning of 
Friday, May 9 at the Painted Dunes golf 
course. Tee off is at 8 a.m. with continental 
breakfast and sign in beginning at 7 a.m. 
Proceeds this year will benefit Mike 
Dee’s Big Adventure (Camp for Disabled 
Youth). For registration and sponsorship 
information please contact Grace at (915) 
494-2293. You may also email us at 
jwcelpaso@yahoo.com. Mike Dee’s Big 
Adventure is a non-profit organization 
focused on giving special needs children 
a vacation they will remember for the 
rest of their lives. With the assistance 
of Power 102 FM and members of 
the community, the “Big Adventure” 
orchestrates an annual trip to San 
Antonio, Texas for these extraordinary 
kids with disabilities to see places and do 
things they otherwise may never have the 
opportunity to experience.

– Beth Podol

Hair Wars
Camino Real Hotel (101 S. El Paso 
Street) will host El Paso’s first Hair 
Wars-The Supreme Salon Tour 
competition, beginning at 5 p.m., 
Sunday, May18. The event, which is 
presented by Windy City Media, is open 
to individuals 21 years and older. The 
Hair Wars tour has a 14-year history 
and is a nationally recognized salon 
competition where top local salons in 
each region have the opportunity to 
showcase their artistic side by featuring 
one-of-a-kind, extravagant creations 
down the runway. This year, the tour 
will travel through El Paso, Scottsdale, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, Vancouver and 
Calgary, Canada. The top three salons 
in each city will move on to the world 
finals in an international competition. 
The local event will begin with a pre-
game show, themed in black and white, 
presented by the Milan Institute of 
Cosmetology. Partial proceeds from 
the El Paso event will benefit the Rio 

It’s hard to adequately describe 
the impact Jason Kidd has had on 
the game of basketball since leaving 
his home in Oakland, Calif., during 
the fall of 1992.

Considered one of the best high-
school players in the country (Kidd 
was a McDonald’s All-American), 
the oldest child of six didn’t fall 
far from his tree, choosing to play 
up the hill at UC-Berkeley instead 
of Kansas, Duke or North Carolina. 
And while there, Kidd made a 

tremendous impact, turning around 
a moribund Golden Bear squad into 
NCAA tournament bracket-busters 
in his first season, ousting Duke. 
After failing to advance past the 
first round the next year, Kidd set 
his sights on the NBA and went on 
to score nightly triple-doubles for 
roughly the next two decades.

He started with the Mavericks, 
went to the Suns, then the Nets, 
then back to the Mavericks, then 
the Knicks, and that’s when the 

real fun started. There is no doubt 
that Kidd is one of the finest point 
guards ever and a shoe-in to make 
the Hall of Fame. And though his 
legacy includes two gold medals, 
three NBA finals appearances, one 
title (over the vaunted Heat) and too 
many All-Star games to count (on 
both hands, at least), he’s shown 
repetition of another sort, too.

Yes, his name is as closely 
associated with the words “turn 
around” as the guy in the Bonnie 
Tyler song “Total Eclipse of the 
Heart” (good luck getting that song 
out of your head now). For like 
Franklin’s earworm, the other thing 
that seems to keep repeating itself 
with Kidd is a sense of entitlement 

and the inability to make nice off the 
court, particularly with coaches and 
those who outrank him.

His personal issues and numerous 
run-ins with the law aside, Kidd is 
perhaps best known for undermining 
and killing coaches everywhere he 
goes. Lou Lampenelli, Cal’s former 
coach, was fired during Kidd’s 
freshman season. Byron Scott – who 
took the Nets to two consecutive 
finals – was reportedly screamed 
at by Kidd in the locker room and 
suffered a killer mutiny at Kidd’s 
hands. Dick Motta, Jim Cleamons, 
Scott Skiles, Danny Ainge, Avery 
Johnson, Lawrence Frank… all of 
them killed by one man: Jason Kidd.

And if he didn’t actually do the 
killing himself, he was always the 
heavy-hanging smoke around the 
fiery pit.

But perhaps no move was more 
treacherous, more flagrant than 
Kidd’s recent move to take over as 

Milwaukee Bucks head coach. Kidd 
made a power grab, trying to oust 
the Brooklyn Nets general manager 
so he could run the entire basketball 
operation after just one season as 
coach. When he was told no, he 
demanded the trade from the team 
he had an ownership stake in and 
which had retired his jersey just the 
season before. He backdoored Larry 
Drew, now ex-coach of the Bucks, 
and the Nets got two draft picks in 
exchange. 

When you tangle with Jason Kidd, 
two things immediately happen, 
particularly if you were a bad team 
before he got there: You win, and 
coaches die. That’s something every 
franchise that deals with Kidd has 
to live with, because the Kidd from 
Oakland is not kidding around. 

________________________
Mark Vasto is a veteran sportswriter 
who lives in Kansas City. (c) 2014 
King Features Synd., Inc.

No kidding around

Over the last couple of weeks the dominating 
topic on all the American sports talk shows 
has been about soccer.

People all around the country were doing 
the “I believe” chants and wearing anything 
as long as it was red, white and blue.

This new hybrid American sports enthusiast, 
“the soccer fan,” was glued to the TV set 
wishing, hoping and praying the United States 
would pull off victory after victory.

It didn’t happen. And when you get right 
down to it, we all kind of knew it wouldn’t 
happen. But wasn’t it cool when it looked like 
they had a smidgen of a chance.

Of course all this sudden soccer celebrating 
is surrounding the 2014 World Cup and its 
worldwide appeal.

The big question when it comes to soccer in 
this country, is will the fascination last?

In a country that has traditionally treated 
soccer like one of those, “that’s not a real 
sport” kind of sports, the interest has always 

U.S. soccer gets a kick from 2014 World Cup
only existed on the fringes.

But there’s no doubt that the interest level in 
this year’s World Cup has spiked in the U.S.

Watching parties were assembled all over 
the country when the American team would 
take the field. It used to be that the only 
groups that got together to watch soccer did 
so at their kid’s youth match.

But will the honeymoon evolve into a full-
blown marriage?

In my very humble estimation, I say not. 
I’ve heard this question being asked since the 
1970s.

Every decade, the United States has been 
“ready” to embrace soccer, only to see the 
short-lived interest quickly fade as soon as the 
big tournament is over.

And the same thing will happen this time 
around.

NFL training camps open in a couple weeks 
for goodness sake. Do you think anybody will 
be talking soccer in this country when they 
see images of Peyton Manning and Adrian 
Peterson and Tom Brady and J.J. Watt and 
Tony Romo?

I mean how big is a sport when all you 

have to hear is Big Ben or Megatron or Beast 
Mode or Matty Ice or Revis Island, and know 
exactly who’s being talked about.

There are several reasons why Americans 
have a hard time with soccer.

The first is the lack of scoring. All American 
sports (way too much in my opinion) 
emphasize the scoring part of the game. We 
love the touchdown and the home run and the 
thunderous dunk.

And chicks dig the long ball, not scoreless 
ties.

We get very bored if we have to wait around 
for the offense to get going. That’s why 
baseball has steadily lost fans over the last 
few decades. And there is tons more scoring 
in baseball than in soccer.

Then there’s the flopping. I know they flop 
in the NBA, but not every 37 seconds.

I kind of equivocate soccer to a combination 
war zone and a revival meeting because I 
see guys dropping left and right, suffering 
in agonizing pain and then suddenly, as if 
touched by the hand of God, are miraculously 
healed and sprinting back to their position.

Maybe it’s just me but I’m not convinced 

that miracles come by that often, or that easily.
Another difficult item for Americans to 

wrap our heads around is the clock.
What’s up with the soccer clock counting 

up instead of down? Is it broken? If time is 
running out at the end of a soccer match, why 
does the clock show more time with each 
passing second?

Then there’s the most ridiculous idea in all 
of sports – stoppage time. Instead of stopping 
the clock when a player is having one of those 
“I’ve been hit” moments down on the field, 
the clock keeps counting… up.

Then when the game is over, it isn’t.
The head official decides that the game will 

go on for whatever he deems was the amount 
of time the game was halted without the clock 
being stopped.

And everyone believes him. They just go 
with what he says.

Then there are penalty kicks. Heck, why not 
just decide an NBA game with a free throw 
shooting contest after a tie.

The recent World Cup was great for 
America. And we’ll continue our love for 
soccer – in about four years.



Comix

Super Crossword

OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

Your good health By Keith Roach, M.D.
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BLUE LANGUAGE
ACROSS

	 1	 Slapstick bit
	 4	 Co. that owns 
MapQuest
	 7	 Shuttle launch org.
	11	 Oenophile’s 
organizer
	19	 Arab-_ war
	21	 Pallid
	22	 Have a milky 
shimmer
	23	 Certain cabochon-
cut gem
	25	 Wave functions of 
electrons in atoms
	26	 Pal of the Lone 
Ranger
	27	 Car with a four-
ring logo
	28	 “Alice” spinoff
	29	 “Each Dawn _” 
(James Cagney film)
	30	 Pentagon military 
group
	36	 VCR tape 
successor
	38	 Sauna locale
	39	 PC bailout button
	40	 _ meal (dine)
	41	 Cut a crop
	43	 Muzzle
	47	 Jimi Hendrix 
album
	52	 “Closer to Fine” 
duo
	55	 Suited to _
	56	 “It’s all _ day’s 
work”
	57	 Poke lightly
	58	 Yahtzee 

accessory
	61	 In the future
	63	 Lock partner
	64	 Prefix that negates
	67	 Glum
	70	 Lawn uglifier
	71	 “An Awfully Big 
Adventure” novelist
	76	 “Gold Dust” singer 
Amos
	79	 General Jeb
	80	 Pay cash for
	81	 Volkswagen 
convertible
	84	 “_ you glad you 
asked?”
	86	 Ritz maker
	90	 “Chicago” role _ 
Hart
	92	 Meadowland
	93	 “Castaway” 
director Nicolas
	96	 Compact car of 
the 2000s
	99	 Widespread 
Eurasian duck
	103	 “Rubbish!”
	104	 “_ it!” (“Aha!”)
	105	 “That hurts!”
	106	 Britain’s Lord 
Sebastian _
	108	 Wagering parlor, 
briefly
	110	 Miracle-_
	111	 Long-running 
Cartoon Network 
series
	119	 Georgia ex-
senator Sam
	120	 Soul singer Des’_
	121	 Bullring bull

	122	 Vital artery
	125	 Table in a history 
book
	128	 Catholic 
Christmas Eve service
	131	 Restated
	132	 Pupil’s place
	133	 Auto racer’s pull-
over
	134	 Basketball two-
handers
	135	 For fear that
	136	 Operative
	137	 Tee lead-in

DOWN
	 1	 Central idea
	 2	 About
	 3	 Pa’s pa
	 4	 _ Fables
	 5	 Ending for pay
	 6	 Cheeky talk
	 7	 Biblical book after 
Micah
	 8	 Comment in 
parentheses
	 9	 Sacred spot
	10	 “Yes” vote
	11	 “Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia _?”
	12	 Start of an 
objection
	13	 Put cuffs on
	14	 Yale alum
	15	 Eyeball parts
	16	 Carne _ (steak 
dish)
	17	 Cato’s 254
	18	 Novelist Ken
	20	 Joker Johnson
	24	 Bit of butter

	28	 Points where lines 
meet
	31	 Lhasa _
	32	 Knelled
	33	 “Bad boy!”
	34	 Despise
	35	 Merman or Mertz
	36	 Imbibe
	37	 Event locale
	42	 Sty animal
	44	 Suffix with planet 
or fact
	45	 Mentalist Geller
	46	 Mom’s skill
	48	 Sensation of taste
	49	 Web _
	50	 Patella locale
	51	 Unit of 36”
	53	 Basic unit of 
heredity
	54	 Hebrew, e.g.
	59	 Pen prisoner
	60	 Inner city, informally
	62	 Wonderment
	65	 Surg. sites
	66	 Big Apple daily: 
Abbr.
	68	 Bro or sis
	69	 University email 
ender
	71	 Container for 
recyclables
	72	 Fencing attack
	73	 Sheep’s cry
	74	 Certain Wall St. 
trader
	75	 Greek lamb 
sandwich
	76	 Soft mineral
	77	 Double-disc 
cookie

	78	 500 sheets
	81	 Overstate
	82	 OPEC ship
	83	 Altercation
	85	 Lake catch
	87	 “Zip it!”
	88	 Co. top dog
	89	 Lacto-_-
vegetarian
	91	 Yukata sash
	94	 Formerly
	95	 System for linking 
computers
	97	 “Oh _ little faith!”
	98	 Prefix with -plasm
	100	 Complaining sorts
	101	 Yearn (for)
	102	 Rawls or Gehrig
	107	 Intact
	109	 Like an impish kid
	111	 Opposers
	112	 Rather
	113	 With 114-Down, 
not-yet-fulfilled 
necessities
	114	 See 113-Down
	115	 “_ on our side”
	116	 _ & Young
	117	 King, in Arles
	118	 Dot-_ 
(e-businesses)
	123	 General _ chicken
	124	 Some vipers
	126	 “_-di-dah!”
	127	 Skater Midori
	128	 .001-inch unit
	129	 Motorist’s rte. 
displayer
	130	 Not square
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DEAR DR. ROACH: I have 
questions regarding sugar 
substitutes. I have come to the 
overwhelming conclusion that 
sugar is a poison to the human 
body. However, I have never read 
any information regarding the 
safety of sugar substitutes. My 
questions are: Are they harmless 
to our bodies; are some safer than 
others; and do any benefits exist in 
using some over others? – J.R.K.B.

While I think the term “poison” 
is too strong, I agree that excess 
sugar is unhealthy and contributes 
to both Type 2 diabetes and to 
obesity. Natural sugars, such as 
from whole fruits, appear to be 
treated differently in the body 
from added sugars, such as those 
in soft drinks, sports drinks and 
energy drinks.

Your question is about sugar 
substitutes, and there are many. 
There’s no way to comprehensively 
cover them all, but let me talk 
about the different types.

Artificial sweeteners include 
aspartame (Equal, NutraSweet), 
saccharin (Sweet’N Low), 
sucralose (Splenda) and others. 
Most experts agree that these 
are safe in reasonable doses, 
but some people may have 
unpleasant reactions to any of 
them. Aspartame and saccharin 
have been linked to cancer in 
laboratory animals, but never in 
humans.

The natural sweetener Stevia 
also is generally well-tolerated 
and safe.

Sugar alcohols, such as sorbitol, 
xylitol and mannitol, raise blood 
sugars somewhat and often cause 
cramping, gas and diarrhea if 
taken in large quantities or by 
people sensitive to their effects.

So, while all are generally safe, 
any can cause side effects. I don’t 
recommend any of them above the 
others, though I have seen reactions 
to sugar alcohols most frequently.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I have been 
diagnosed with Holmes-Adie 
syndrome. I cannot find much 

information on this syndrome 
other than that it is rare, caused by 
a virus or bacteria and affects the 
autonomic nervous system. What 
is the autonomic nervous system? 
Can you provide any information 
on this condition, if it will progress 
and what to expect? What kind of 
doctor treats it? – N.W.

The Adie pupil, also called 
Adie’s tonic pupil, is found when 
the eye loses part of its nerve 
supply. This causes one pupil to 
be bigger than the other during 
light exposure but smaller than 
the other when looking at objects 
close up. An Adie’s pupil usually 
occurs without other problems in 
the autonomic nervous system, 
but it can occur alongside other 
problems, such as Ross syndrome, 
where the Adie pupil is associated 
with abnormal reflexes and partial 
loss of sweating. Syphilis causes 
a similar pupil, but on both sides, 
in which case a test for syphilis 
should be done. 

An eye doctor can help fit 
special glasses with one lens that’s 
different from the other to help 
correct the vision issues that may 
occur. Fortunately, most cases do 
not progress.

The booklet on macular 
degeneration explains another 
common eye ailment. Readers 
can order a copy by writing: Dr. 
Roach – No. 701W, Box 536475, 
Orlando, FL 32853-6475. Enclose 
a check or money order (no cash) 
for $4.75 U.S./$6 Canada with 
the recipient’s printed name and 
address. Please allow four weeks 
for delivery.

_______________________
Dr. Roach regrets that he is 
unable to answer individual 
letters, but will incorporate them 
in the column whenever possible. 
Readers may email questions 
to ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu. To view and order 
health pamphlets, visit www.
rbmamall.com, or write to P.O. 
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-
6475. (c) 2014 North America 
Synd., Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Hunt
From Page 4

hunts. Some categories require no 
permit fee. There are no application 
fees or permit fees for youth age 8 
to 16 and non-hunting supervising 
adults on youth only hunts. There are 
no application or permit fees for the 
E-Postcard hunts or the U.S. Forest 
Service Antlerless Deer permits.

To participate applicants will 
need internet access, and email 
address, and a credit or debit card. 
Application deadlines start in 
August and wrap up in January.

For more information about 
the new online system and to get 
started in the application process, 
visit http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
drawnhunts. For questions contact 
hunt@tpwd.texas.gov or call (512) 
389-4505 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
CDT/CST Monday through Friday.

If you believe in going all the way 
or not going at all, there’s a day to 
celebrate your extreme ways. July 26 
is All or Nothing Day. Not a day for 
the undecided, All or Nothing Day 
is dedicated to the idea of making 
decisions and plunging in. Whether 
it’s overcoming an agonizing fear, 
trying something you’ve always 
wanted to try, or making a big 
decision and seeing it through, All 
or Nothing Day is your chance to 
make it happen.

All or Nothing Day is a great day to 
think about your retirement – whether 
it’s right in front of you or looming on 
the horizon. When is the right time 
for you to retire? Choosing when to 
retire is an important decision, but 
it’s also a personal choice and one 
you should carefully consider. There 
is no one-size-fits-all answer. Social 
Security offers a list of factors to 
consider in the publication, When to 
Start Receiving Retirement Benefits, 
available at www.socialsecurity.gov/
pubs.

If you’re a young or middle-
aged worker, you still have time to 
ponder that decision. But don’t wait 
to begin saving for your retirement. 
Start saving now and go in all the 
way. The more you save, the more 
comfortable your retirement can 
be. And remember, Social Security 
retirement benefits were not 

intended to be your sole source of 
retirement income and planning 
early will make for a comfortable 
retirement. 

Social Security provides two top-
rated online tools to help you plan 
for your retirement. First is the 
Retirement Estimator, which gives 
you immediate and personalized 
retirement benefit estimates. The 
Retirement Estimator is convenient 
and secure, and lets you create “what 
if” scenarios. For instance, you can 
change your “stop work” dates or 
expected future earnings to create 
and compare different retirement 
options. If you have a few minutes, 
you have time to check it out at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/estimator.

Another great tool is your own 
my Social Security account. Here 
you can get instant estimates of 
your future benefits and verify that 
your earnings history is correct with 
your own, free my Social Security 
account. Visit www.socialsecurity.
gov/myaccount and join the millions 
of people who have already created 
their accounts to help plan for 
retirement.

You can get Social Security 
retirement benefits as early as age 
62, but if you retire before your 
full retirement age (currently age 
66, but gradually increasing to age 
67), your benefits will be reduced, 

based on your age. If you retire 
at age 62, your benefit would be 
about 25 percent lower than what 
it would be if you waited until you 
reach full retirement age. Find out 
your full retirement age by using 
our Retirement Age Calculator 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/
ageincrease.htm. You may choose to 
keep working even beyond your full 
retirement age. If you do, you can 
increase your future Social Security 
benefits – up until age 70.

There is one more way that 
choosing to keep working can 
increase your benefits. If you 
receive benefits, and if your latest 
year of earnings turns out to be 
one of your highest years, we 
refigure your benefit and pay you 
any increase due. For example, in 
December 2014, you should get an 
increase for your 2013 earnings if 
those earnings raised your benefit. 
The increase would be retroactive to 
January 2014.

Applying for Social Security 
retirement doesn’t have to be an “all 
or nothing” decision. Whether you 
want to retire at age 62, your full 
retirement age, or even later, you can 
apply when you feel like it. When 
you’re ready to take that plunge, 
you can apply online for retirement 
benefits at www.socialsecurity.gov.

________________________

Q: My brother recently left me some 
money. Will this inheritance affect 
my SSI benefits?

A: We consider the money inherited 
from your brother as income for the 
month you receive it. That could 
make you ineligible for SSI that 
month, depending on the amount 
of the inheritance. If you keep 
the money into the next month, it 
becomes a part of your resources. 
You cannot have more than $2,000 
in resources and remain eligible for 
SSI. You should call Social Security 
at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY number, 
1-800-325-0778) and report the 
inheritance. Representatives can 
tell you how the inheritance might 
affect your SSI eligibility. You can 
call between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. Find 
out more about how income and 
resources affect SSI benefits at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/ssi.

Retirement is a big decision


