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Between two evils, choose neither; 
between two goods, choose both.

— Quips & Quotes

EL PASO COUNTY – El Paso County 
may soon be home to one of the largest 
urban Boy Scouts camps in the United 
States as the Texas Transportation 
Commission Chairman Ted Houghton 
announced recently that the transportation 
commission has given permission to lease 
state land in El Paso for use as a Boy 
Scouts camp.

The transportation commission voted 
to lease 222 acres between Interstate 10 
and Paisano Drive to the Yucca Council 
of the Boy Scouts of America. The parcel 
lies north of Executive Center Boulevard 
and south of Sunland Park Drive.

According to news reports, Roland 
Tilden, of Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) Real Estate 
Management Division, told commissioners 
that the scouts and TXDOT still must 
negotiate the lease, but that it will 
probably run for 25 years and include an 
option for another 25.

Plans are to have the transportation 

– Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

CAMPSITE – Local officials of the Yucca Council of the Boy Scouts of America are talking to Texas Transportation Commissioners about leasing 222 acres of old quarry land which 
includes a small lake in its midst Scout leaders would like to convert the site that lies between Interstate 10 and Paisano Drive (north of Executive Center Boulevard and south of 
Sunland Park Drive) into one of the largest urban Boys Scout camps in the country.

Boy Scouts consider camp lease in El Paso
By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

commission lease the land to the Scouts 
for a nominal amount, and officials said 
that the state is waiving a requirement that 
it seek fair-market value for the property 
for social mitigation purposes.

Houghton stated that using the mostly 

old quarry land for campgrounds is a 
marvelous idea. He said that El Paso-
area Boy Scouts currently rent land to 
camp in the mountains of New Mexico. 
“Now they’ve got something local,” he 
added.

The property to be leased had been 
owned by Mexican concrete producer 
Cemex. It is part of a 494-acre parcel 
that was acquired a couple of years ago 
by TXDOT to build the Loop 375 Border 
West Expressway.

SAN ELIZARIO – Over one hundred 
San Elizario families have started the 
process to begin accessing billions of 
federal student aid available to help pay 
for their children’s college education. On 
February 5, San Elizario High School 
hosted the annual Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Night where 
students and parents received assistance 
in completing the federal financial aid 
application. 

FAFSA Nights is a month-long program 
held during February in high schools 
throughout El Paso County with the goal 
of increasing the number of students who 

Financial aid night helps San Eli 
families get ready for college costs

By Cynthia P. Marentes
Special to the Courier

– Photo courtesy San Elizario ISD

MONEY – EPCC representative Elida Rivas helps San Elizario High School senior Julissa 
Elorza and mom Esperanza Elorza with their online FAFSA submission. Julissa hopes to 
attend the University of Texas at San Antonio.See AID, Page 5
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Aided by the Yale Law School 
Veterans Legal Service Clinic, a 
handful of Vietnam veterans with 
PTSD filed suit in U.S. District 
Court in Connecticut alleging that 
the military didn’t upgrade their 
discharges when it should have. 
Over the years, less than 5 percent 
of requests for upgrade have been 
given. 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
didn’t have a name back when 
these veterans were in Vietnam. 
That only came about in 1980. 
Various wars have called it “shell 
shock” and “combat exhaustion.” 
During the Vietnam War, they 
were calling it “stress response 
syndrome.” Doctors thought it 
was caused by “response” and 
would go away, and if it lasted 
too long, it must have been pre-
existing.

What no one took into 
consideration back then was 
that there was a reason for the 
behaviors of veterans with PTSD, 
which included being absent 
without leave, drug use, hyper-
vigilance, the inability to carry out 
duties, altercations and blackouts. 
Once PTSD had a name, and its 
symptoms and accompanying 
behaviors recognized, those 

undesirable discharges should 
have been upgraded for tens of 
thousands of veterans.

The veterans in the class-
action lawsuit all had been given 
other-than-honorable discharges, 
which has followed them since 
then, bringing a lack of correct 
medical care, unemployment, 
homelessness and damaged 
relationships, as well as years of 
anxiety.

This lawsuit is similar to a 2008 
lawsuit (Sabo vs. United States) 
that was filed for veterans who’d 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan. In 
those cases, veterans with PTSD 
only rated a 10 percent disability 
(when it should have been 50 
percent after 2002), and the 
veterans therefore were denied 
benefits. 

To read the lawsuit, search 
online for Case 3:14-cv-00260 
in the U.S. District Court in 
Connecticut.

_______________________
Freddy Groves regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his column 
whenever possible. Send email 
to columnreply2@gmail.com. (c) 
2014 King Features Synd., Inc.

Vietnam vets file 
suit over PTSD

Job seekers in southern Doña 
Ana County and northwest El Paso 
County are invited to meet with 
more than 20 regional employers and 
career development organizations 
and get information about current 
job opportunities or job-placement 
assistance during the Doña Ana 
County Career & Resource Fair, 
which will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Thursday, May 15, at the 
Women’s Intercultural Center, 303 

Anthony, NM hosts career and resource fair
By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

Lincoln St., in Anthony, NM.
Individuals looking for 

employment will have access to 
employers seeking candidates 
in various disciplines including 
health care, telecommunications, 
hospitality and construction. Job 
seekers are encouraged to dress 
professionally, bring their resumes, 
and be prepared for on-site 
interviews.

“This job fair is open to the public 
and is designed to help connect folks 
with jobs and employment resources 
in southern Doña Ana County,” said 
co-organizer Raul Gonzalez of the 

Rio Grande Council of Governments. 
“In addition to bringing in top 
employers from the region, we 
will be providing resources for job 
seekers to assist them in preparing 
for their employment search.”

The job fair is hosted by the 
Women’s Intercultural Center in 
Anthony and is organized by the Rio 
Grande Council of Governments, 
Tierra del Sol Housing Corp., The 
City of Anthony NM, and the Office 
of U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich.

For more information call Raul 
Gonzalez at 533-0998 ext. 137, or 
send e-mail to raulg@riocog.org.

Mother’s Day is May 11. If you’re wracking your 
brain for ways to show your mom appreciation for 
all the sacrifices she made while raising you, here’s a 
thought: Why not offer to spend some time helping to 
sort through her financial, legal and medical paperwork 
to make sure everything is in order? 

While flowers and candy offer immediate gratification, 
I’ll bet your mom will truly appreciate the long-term 
value of getting her records in order now so that she – 
and you – will be able to take appropriate actions later 
on, should the need arise. 

Some of the areas you might want to organize 
include:

• Retirement income sources. Gather these documents 
so your mom will have a better idea how much income 
she’ll have available throughout retirement: 

1) Register your mom at mySocialSecurity (www.
socialsecurity.gov/myaccount) to gain access to 
personalized estimates of retirement, disability 
and survivors benefits, lifetime earnings records 
and estimated Social Security and Medicare taxes 
paid. 
2) You’ll also need your dad’s statement to determine 
any potential spousal or survivor benefits for which 
she might be eligible, so sign him up as well. 
3) Annual statements for pension, IRA, 401(k) 
or other retirement savings plans for which she’s 
eligible. (Check your dad’s statements too in case 
she’s eligible for spousal death benefits.)
4) Bank statements for checking, savings, money 
market and CD accounts.
5) Company stock and bond certificates, and 
statements for other investment accounts.

Outstanding debts. Also gather monthly statements 
and outstanding balances owed for major expenses 
including: home mortgage or other property loans, 
home equity loan or line of credit, car loan or lease, 
credit cards, medical bills and personal loans.

Other important documents. Your mom should have 
documents instructing how she’d like her affairs to be 
handled, both while she’s living and after death. Look 
for: 

• Medical, homeowner/renter, auto, life, disability 
and long-term care insurance policies.

• A will (and possibly a trust) outlining how she 
wants her estate managed after death.

• Durable power of attorney and health care proxy 
specifying who will make her financial and medical 
decisions if she becomes incapacitated. 

• Also, a living will tells doctors which medical 
treatments and life-support procedures she does or 
doesn’t want performed.

• Birth certificate, marriage license, Social Security 
card, funeral plans, safe deposit box information, etc.

• Contact information for professional service 
providers (doctors, pharmacy, lawyer, financial advisor, 
bank, insurance companies, etc.) Also give these 
providers your own contact information in case of 
emergencies.

Review these documents regularly and make updates 
whenever her situation changes. For example, make 
sure that designated beneficiaries for your mom’s will, 
life insurance and retirement plans accurately reflect 
her current wishes.

If you need help guiding financial discussions, Social 
Security has created a special website for women 
(www.ssa.gov/women) that provides information on 
retirement, disability and other issues – in English and 
Spanish. They also have a Retirement Estimator (www.
ssa.gov/estimator) that enters her earnings information 
from their records to estimate her projected Social 
Security benefits under different scenarios (age at 
retirement, future earnings projections, etc.) 

Another good resource is the Women’s Saving 
Initiative, a program jointly developed by Heinz Family 
Philanthropies, the Women’s Institute for a Secure 
Retirement (WISER) and Visa Inc. This program features 
a free book called “What Women Need to Know About 
Retirement,” which you can download as a PDF or audio 
file at www.practicalmoneyskills.com/resources.

If you need professional help, consult a licensed 
financial planner who can design a personalized 
retirement strategy. If you don’t know one, try the 
Financial Planning Association (www.plannersearch.
org).

________________________________________
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s financial education 
programs.

Help mom get organized for Mother’s Day

1973

2015
42Years

February 12, 2015Page 2 West Texas County Courier

Veterans Post By Freddy Groves

How we view the Department 
of Veterans Affairs depends on 
which survey we read.

Back in 2013, in a poll 
modeled after the American 
Customer Satisfaction Index, a 
majority of veterans approved 
of their care at the VA. 
Specifically, veterans rated 
their care at 84 for inpatient 
and 82 for outpatient, generally 
along the lines of civilian 
hospitals. 

Recently though, a general 
population poll done by 
think-tank organization Pew 
Research concluded that the VA 
is the third most unpopular U.S. 
government agency. While the 
ratings for most agencies have 
stayed generally the same over 
the years, the favorable opinion 
ratings for the VA plunged 16 
percent in one year.

What happened between 
the two? Likely it was all the 
bad news: the disclosure of 
schedule rigging at VA medical 
centers for the purpose of 
increasing bonuses, with the 
focal point being Phoenix; the 
resignation of Eric Shinseki, 
probably the best secretary 
the VA has ever had; and 

allegations that the delays in 
treatment at Phoenix caused 
the deaths of 40 veterans.

While it could be said that 
we’re comparing apples and 
oranges (veterans getting care 
versus the opinions of the 
general population), it should 
be noted that the ACSI veterans 
survey was not anonymous. 
Surveyors called veterans at 
their homes already having 
their names, phone numbers 
and addresses as provided by 
the VA. The Pew survey was 
dialed randomly. 

A more recent survey of 
employee attitudes at the VA 
paints the most damaging 
picture of all. Employees 
voted the VA as the second-
worst place to work out of 19 
government agencies. Just one 
year before, the VA ranked as 
13th out of 19.

____________________
Freddy Groves regrets that 
he cannot personally answer 
reader questions, but will 
incorporate them into his 
column whenever possible. 
Send email to columnreply2@
gmail.com. (c) 2015 King 
Features Synd., Inc.

VA’s prestige plummets

Many grandparents go above 
and beyond to offer financial 
help to adult children and 
grandchildren. If you’re seeking 
to contribute to your grandkids’ 
financial future, one option might 

Starting Roth IRAs for your grandkids
involve opening a custodial 
Roth IRA (http://www.irs.gov/
Retirement-Plans/Roth-IRAs) 
on your grandchild’s behalf as 
soon as he or she starts reporting 
earned income. 

While grandparents often 
find 529 college savings plans 
advantageous for their personal 
estate planning as well as 
supporting their grandchild’s 
educational future, custodial 
Roth IRAs (http://www.irs.gov/
Retirement-Plans/Roth-IRAs) 
may allow for more flexibility 
depending on the child’s future 
needs. For example, a young 
adult may use tax-free Roth 
IRA proceeds to fund education 
expenses not covered by savings 
or a down payment on a first 
home. Roth IRAs may also be a 
useful and collaborative savings 
tool for important expenses 
young adults have, such as 
continuing education or a down 
payment on a first home. 
Unlike traditional IRAs, Roth 

IRAs are funded with after-
tax dollars. That means the 
account holder doesn’t get a 
tax break at the time of initial 
or successive deposits, but the 
money grows tax-free and can 
be withdrawn tax-free – a benefit 
for a grandchild who may need 
a substantial sum in the years to 
come. Learn more about Roth 
IRAs by watching this Khan 
Academy video. (https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=NF-
x9hDZD7Y)
Here’s an example of how much 

an initial $2,000 deposit in a Roth 
custodial IRA can grow. For an 
account opened at the time the child 
is 16, the $2,000 opening deposit 

– without any more money added 
to the account – could be worth 
roughly $55,000 at the time the 
child reaches age 65 assuming a 7 
percent expected rate of return. 
What if the child needs to make a 

tax-free withdrawal sooner, such 
as at age 35, for example? Based 
on the same earnings calculation 
as above, he or she would receive 
a less impressive sum of roughly 
$7,200. Of course, it remains 
a potential solution if there is a 
severe need for cash. 
In 2015, the annual contribution 

limit for all IRAs is $5,500. It is 
possible, though not that easy, 
for a minor to open a Roth IRA 
on his or her own, which is 
why it’s good for grandparents 
– or any qualifying friend or 
relative – to shop for custodial 
accounts with low fees and low 
investment minimums to start. 
This is compounded annually.
As you evaluate a decision 

to open a custodial Roth IRA, 
check with the broker and the 
account administrator on any 
institutional or state rules on 
custodial accounts and what 
information you’ll need to open 
one. Depending on those rules, 
there’s a chance that grandparents 
may not be able to open the 
custodial account directly and 
you will have to work through 
their parents or legal guardian to 
get started. 
Also, consider the following:
Make sure you’re financially 

secure. The MetLife study notes 
that many grandparents tend 
to overextend their financial 
support when it comes to family 
members in need. Seek advice 
from financial, tax and estate 
professionals on how much you 
can reasonably afford to give and 
the best means to do so. 
Coordinate with your 

grandchild’s parents or 
guardian. It is important for 
family members to remain 
open about all money issues, 
particularly in relation to 
minors. Discuss what provisions 
the parents have made for the 
child and whether your idea 
complements financial strategies 
already in place. If not, keep 
talking and discuss other ways 
you can help.
Consider your grandchild’s 

potential handling of 
the account. When your 
grandchildren reach legal age 
or meet other key requirements 
of the account, they can take 
control of the money. Will they 
be ready? If not, evaluate other 
investment vehicles that better 
meet your objectives. 
Bottom line: Setting up a 

custodial Roth IRA may be 
a good way for grandparents 
and grandchildren to work on 
retirement or other financial 
goals. 

______________________
Jason Alderman directs Visa’s 
financial education programs.
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View from here By Mac Clemmens

If you’re reading this online, thank net 
neutrality.

Net neutrality is the principle that all 
Internet content must be delivered equally. 
This article shouldn’t be transmitted 
more slowly than another one. Your cat 
video shouldn’t be given priority over a 
TED Talk. More importantly, your small 
business’ website shouldn’t be loaded 
slower than Amazon’s. Put it this way: Net 
neutrality prevents preferential treatment; 
it is freedom from interference.

That freedom is crucial to businesses 
large and small. According to Fast 
Company, Amazon calculated that just 
one more second of page loading time 
could cost $1.6 billion in sales each year. 
Amazon could probably handle that 
loss, but most small businesses probably 
couldn’t, and some might not get off the 
ground. Imagine if Hulu or Netflix had, in 
their infancy, been forced to pay high fees 
or face tortoise-like loading speeds.

So when the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) released a proposal 
that would have allowed Internet Service 
Providers (ISPs) to slow down traffic 
and charge a fee for higher speeds, small 
businesses took notice.

My company serves nonprofits – 
churches, domestic violence groups, 
educational institutions – groups that 
cannot afford to pay for faster speeds. Yet 
without Net Neutrality, commercially-
sponsored content would be streamed in 
no time, while groups like these which 
are dedicated to helping people could 
see their speeds slow to a crawl. Our 
mission is to empower people who do 
good in the world. This proposal would 
be devastating to that goal, and the groups 
we work with.

As many as four million people 
commented on the proposal, with the vast 
majority supporting net neutrality and 
less than 1% opposed. Business groups 
like the American Sustainable Business 
Council (ASBC) joined in, helping to 
make the business case for net neutrality: 
too many businesses simply can’t afford 
to have their communications slowed.

The FCC should understand that there’s 
a sure-fire way to protect net neutrality: 
reclassify broadband to fit under Title II 
of the Telecommunications Act, thereby 
giving the FCC the power to ensure that 
consumers be protected. 

The reclassification argument has 

support from none other than President 
Obama. “For almost a century,” he 
explained, “our law has recognized that 
companies who connect you to the world 
have special obligations not to exploit the 
monopoly they enjoy. It is common sense 
that the same philosophy should guide any 
service that is based on the transmission 
of information—whether a phone call, or 
a packet of data.”

Small businesses need net neutrality 
– as does the economy as a whole. We 
can’t have a system where established 
companies with deeper pockets play by a 
different set of rules. That runs contrary to 
the American entrepreneurial spirit. That’s 
why net neutrality has strong support on 
both sides of the political aisle.

ISPs have argued that reclassifying 
broadband under Title II will harm 
consumers – that too much regulation 
would snuff out investment and 
innovation, and lead to larger bills. It is 
understandable that the industry would not 
want additional regulation. But in reality, 
reclassification would simply legally 
enforce the status quo. The Internet now 
is a place where content gets distributed 
equally, without forcing people to pay 
for the privilege. That’s the way it should 
stay.

Yes, ISPs would lose a potential revenue 
stream. But, considering ISPs have already 
created an artificial scarcity in broadband 
by locking up a large percentage of 
metropolitan fiber in agreements with 
municipalities, that’s a poor argument. 

ISPs in many parts of the country 
already benefit from a near-total lack of 
competition, and our Internet speeds are 
slower – and cost more – than in many 
other countries. Letting ISPs interfere 
with traffic will only make matters worse 
– the Internet that works best is the one 
that works with the least interference. 

We need an Internet that’s open and 
free to all, and we must ensure that 
all American businesses can remain 
competitive, both domestically and 
globally. Covering broadband under Title 
II may not be ideal, but it’s currently our 
best hope to ensure the Internet remains a 
place for innovation.

_____________________________
Clemmens is the Chief Executive Officer of 
Digital Deployment, a Sacramento-based 
web development company specializing 
in content management systems.

Net neutrality
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Supposing I do something
that really peeves a

little kid, you might say
it’s tot-provoking.
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STRANGE
BUT TRUE
By Samantha Weaver

• It was British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill 
who made the following 
sage observation: “All the 
great things are simple, and 
many can be expressed in a 
single word: freedom, justice, 
honor, duty, mercy, hope.” 

• Though an electric eel is 
born with the ability to see, by 
the time it becomes an adult 
it is blind. This lack of sight is 
not a hindrance, though; the 
fi sh uses electricity to create 
an image of its surroundings 
in much the same way that 
we use radar. The electricity 
is also how the electric eel 
kills its prey, producing a 
600-volt shock – fi ve times 
more powerful than a shock 
from a household outlet. 

• For reasons unclear today, 
in 18th-century England, 
bumblebees were commonly 
known as “foggy-toddlers.” 

• You might be surprised to 
learn that in 2011, a man 
by the name of Ignacio 
Marc Isperas was granted 
a U.S. patent for “apparatus 
facilitating the building 
of a snow man/woman.” 
According to the abstract, 
“the spherically shaped body 
and adhesion surface form 
a building component for 
facilitating the construction 
of the snow man/woman.” 

• If you’re a pickle-maker 
in Connecticut, you should 
know that your product 
cannot legally be considered 
a pickle unless it bounces 
when dropped. 

• Philadelphia brand cream 
cheese was originally made 
in New York. 

• According to a recent 
survey by the National 
Association of Convenience 
Stores, 11 percent of adult 
Americans have at some 
point in their lives worked 
at a convenience store or 
gas station. For 3 percent 
of adults, that was their fi rst 
job. 

Thought for the Day: “Once 
you can accept the universe 
as matter expanding into 
nothing that is something, 
wearing stripes with plaid 
comes easy.”

– Albert Einstein

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.

  
 

INFORMATIVE MEETING 
FM 258 (Socorro Rd.) – BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

 
From 2.52 Miles west of FM 258 (Socorro Rd.)/SH20 (Alameda Ave.) Intersection  

to 2.39 Miles east of FM 258 (Socorro Rd.)/SH 20 (Alameda Ave.) Intersection 
El Paso County, Texas 

CSJ: 0002-14-042 
 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) El Paso District will conduct an Informative Meeting for the proposed 
improvement to Highway FM 258 (Socorro Rd.) at: 

Fabens Middle School – Cafeteria 
800 Walker Avenue 
Fabens, TX 79838 

Thursday, March 5, 2015 
5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. 

 
This informative meeting will be conducted in an 
open-house format. Those wishing to attend are 
encouraged to do so at their convenience between 
the hours of 5:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.  Plans and 
other displays will be available for review, and 
project staff will be available to answer any 
questions regarding the project.  All handouts will be 
presented in English and Spanish. No formal 
presentation will be given.  
The purpose of the meeting is to provide 
information about the proposed project.  The 
proposed project consists of the replacement of the 
FM 258 (Socorro Rd.) bridge.  All of the proposed 
work is anticipated to occur within the existing 
TxDOT right of way and El Paso County Water 
Improvement District #1 (EPCWID) right of way, and 
would not result in any commercial or residential displacements. 

Persons interested in attending the Informative Meeting that have special accommodation or communication needs are 
encouraged to contact TxDOT El Paso District Public Information Office, Blanca Del Valle, at (915) 790-4200 at least two 
working days before the meeting.  TxDOT will make all reasonable efforts to accommodate special needs as requested.  

Written comments from the public regarding this project are encouraged.  Comments may be submitted either at the 
Informative Meeting or within 10 days after the meeting.  Written comments may be mailed to the following address: 
Texas Department of Transportation El Paso District, Attn: FM 258 (Socorro Rd.) Bridge Replacement, 13301 Gateway 
Boulevard West, El Paso, Texas 79928.  Comments must be postmarked on or before Monday, March 16, 2015 to be 
included as part of the public record.  If you have any questions or would like to discuss the project in more detail, 
please contact Mr. Guillermo Garcia, P.E., TxDOT Project Manager, at (915) 790-4310. 

 

Project Location 

  

Project Location

 

FABENS, 
TEXAS 

 

 PROJECT LOCATION MAP 
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Fabens Independent School District
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance

Governmental Funds
For the Year Ended August 31, 2014

Data	 10	 50	 60		  Total
Control	 General	 Debt Service	 2014 Series	 Other	 Governmental
Codes	 Fund	 Fund	 Tax Notes	 Funds	 Funds

	 REVENUES:

5700	 Total Local and Intermediate Sources	 $   1,956,535	 $      340,244	 $      98	 $      609,181	 $   2,906,058
5800	 State Program Revenues	 18,144,206	 1,415,488	 –	 195,245	 19,754,939
5900	 Federal Program Revenues	 1,413,190	 –	 –	 2,677,095	 4,090,285

5020	     Total Revenues	 21,513,931	 1,755,732	 98	 3,481,521	 26,751,282

	 EXPENDITURES:

	 Current:

0011	   Instruction	 12,448,767	 –	 –	 2,538,017	 14,986,784
0012	   Instructional Resources and Media Services	 271,989	 –	 –	 2,317	 274,306
0013	   Curriculum and Instructional Staff Development	 96,430	 –	 –	 167,119	 263,549
0021	   Instructional Leadership	 192,738	 –	 –	 404,338	 597,076
0023	   School Leadership	 1,328,930	 –	 –	 130,772	 1,459,702
0031	   Guidance, Counseling and Evaluation Services	 686,308	 –	 –	 131,367	 817,675
0032	   Social Work Services	 34,539	 –	 –	 5,686	 40,225
0033	   Health Services	 386,833	 –	 –	 3,446	 390,279
0034	   Student (Pupil) Transportation	 400,515	 –	 –	 –	 400,515
0035	   Food Services	 1,302,403	 –	 –	 17,402	 1,319,805
0036	   Extracurricular Activities	 901,356	 –	 –	 1,288	 902,644
0041	   General Administration	 1,104,425	 –	 –	 –	 1,104,425
0051	   Facilities Maintenance and Operations	 2,583,020	 –	 –	 2,573	 2,585,593
0052	   Security and Monitoring Services	 297,728	 –	 –	 –	 297,728
0053	   Data Processing Services	 223,592	 –	 –	 –	 223,592
0061	   Community Services	 51,081	 –	 –	 75,447	 126,528

	 Debt Service:

0071	   Debt Service - Principal on Long Term Debt	 44,541	 700,000	 –	 –	 744,541
0072	   Debt Service - Interest on Long Term Debt	 –	 1,067,371	 –	 –	 1,067,371
0073	   Debt Service - Bond Issuance Cost and Fees	 –	 1,100	 30,187	 –	 31,287

	 Capital Outlay:

0081	   Facilities Aquisition and Construction	 31,967	 –	 1,274,188	 –	 1,306,155

	 Intergovernmental:

0093	   Payments to Fiscal Agent/Member Districts of SSA	 11,525	 –	 –	 –	 11,525
0099	   Other Intergovernmental Charges	 51,409	 –	 –	 –	 51,409

6030	     Total Expenditures	 22,450,096	 1,768,471	 1,304,375	 3,479,772	 29,002,714

1100	 Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over (Under) Expenditures	 (936,165)	 (12,739)	 (1,304,277)	 1,749	 (2,251,432)

	 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES):

7913	 Capital Leases	 128,440	 –	 –	 –	 128,440
7914	 Non-Current Loans	 –	 –	 1,416,000	 –	 1,416,000
7915	 Transfers In	 352,609	 –	 –	 –	 352,609

7080	       Total Other Financing Sources (Uses)	 481,049	 –	 1,416,000	 –	 1,897,049

1200	 Net Change in Fund Balances	 (455,116)	 (12,739)	 111,723	 1,749	 (354,383)
0100	 Fund Balance – September 1 (Beginning)	 2,444,674	 126,441	 –	 28,349	 2,599,464

3000	 Fund Balance – August 31 (Ending)	 $   1,989,558	 $      113,702	 $      111,723	 $        30,098	      $   2,245,081

attend college by helping them 
complete and submit the FAFSA 
form. Representatives from 
El Paso Community College 
(EPCC), the University of Texas 
at El Paso (UTEP) and Western 
Technical College as well as 
the San Elizario High School 
Counseling Department were on 
hand to help attendees complete 
the online submission process 

See Answer Page 4

Aid
From Page 1

and answer questions about the 
application during the evening 
workshop held at the campus. 

According to Bianca Tidwell, 
EPCC financial aid specialist, 
volunteers are recruited in 
collaboration with the Greater El 
Paso Chamber of Commerce and 
then trained to be able to provide 
assistance to parents.

“The high school counseling 
staff also does a great job in 
making those personal calls and 
pushing seniors and their parents 
to come out to this event,” 
Tidwell added. 

San Elizario High School 
counselor Paula Hernandez was 
impressed by the participation 
of seniors and their families 
and stated that many parents 
arrived early to the FAFSA 
night. Parents first had to sign 
in and wait for spot in one of 
the two computer labs available. 
While in the waiting area 
they could speak with college 

representatives and even obtain 
any needed vaccinations for their 
students from Immunize El Paso. 
Hernandez stated that the federal 
aid application process went very 
smoothly. She encouraged San 
Elizario families to complete the 
FAFSA, if they did not have a 
chance to attend the financial aid 
workshop, as soon as possible in 
order to ensure that funds will still 
be available and to access other 
nonfederal aid available from 
higher education institutions that 
also use the FAFSA information 
to determine awards.

Every year about $150 billion 
grants, work-study funds, and 
low-interest loans are awarded 
to more than 15 million students 
according to the U.S. Department 
of Education website. This 
federal student aid can pay for 
college expenses such as tuition 
and fees, room and board, books 
and supplies, transportation and 
other related expenses.

EL PASO COUNTY – Archery 
and Atl-atl demonstrations at the 
El Paso Museum of Archaeology 
return this month to their 
regularly scheduled time- 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturdays, on 
the museum’s fairgrounds at 
4301 Transmountain Road. The 
weekly demonstrations are open 
to the public.
The demonstrations are 
facilitated by the Citadel of the 
Southern Pass (SCA), a local 
chapter of the Society of Creative 
Anachronism for the Archeryin, 
in conjunction with the local 
archaeology museum.
SCA is an international 
organization with over 30,000 
members residing in countries 
around the world dedicated to 
researching and re-creating the 
arts and skills of pre-17th-century 
Europe, stated George Maloof, 
the archaeology museum’s 
curator. “Members, dressed in 
clothing of the Middle Ages 
and Renaissance periods, attend 
events that feature tournaments, 
royal courts, feasts, dancing, and 
various classes and workshops,” 
he related.
According to Maloof, trained 
and authorized safety marshals 
assist with the demonstrations, 
so archers are welcome to bring 
their own re-curve and long bows 
as well as crossbows, but no 
compound bows or crossbows are 
allowed on the range. He added 
that museum staff members are 
available at the Atl-atl range 
to teach visitors how to use the 
spear-like weapon.
For more information about the 
demonstrations, contact Maloof, 
at (915) 755-4332 or send email 
to maloofgo@elpasotexas.gov. 
For information about SCA’s 
local chapter visit its website 
at www.southernpass.org or on 
Facebook: Citadel of the Southern 
Pass. For information about the 
international organization go to 
its website at www.sca.org.

Museum 
offers 
archery and 
atl-atl demos

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier



A sporting view By Mark Vasto
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You can talk to me all you want 
about metrics, but if you were 
inches from death, whom would 
you want under center?

Yeah, that’s the question I 
readily quick-snap into the face 
of anyone approaching me with 
this “Tom Brady is the best 
quarterback ever” nonsense. 
If your life depended on it, 
who would you want to start 
the next game? Don’t wait for 
the translation… answer the 
question with Joe Montana and 
move along. 

This notion – the game of a 
lifetime – reminds me of Doug 
Williams, quarterback of the 
Washington Redskins, and how 
he found himself without a 
running back the evening before 
the biggest game of his life, 
Super Bowl XXII in 1988. 

Your life depends on it
One can only imagine the 

anxiety Williams, the first black 
quarterback to start a Super 
Bowl, felt before the game. 
The Redskins’ opponent was 
the Broncos of Denver led by 
John Elway and Dan Reeves 
– two warriors still smarting 
over last year’s humiliating loss 
at the hands of the New York 
Giants. To make matters worse, 
Williams had emergency root 
canal the day before the game. 
Still woozy from painkillers, 
he was told that the position of 
running back would be played 
by Timmy Smith. 

Smith, a rookie out of Texas 
Tech, had touched the ball only 
29 times that entire season. 
Williams barely knew who he 
was, but he made sure – damn 
sure – that Smith knew who he 

was. He had been waiting for 
this game his entire life, and he 
imparted on the rookie that he’d 
better bring it the next day. 

For his part, Smith wasn’t 
even told he’d be starting – 
the Washington brass were too 
afraid he would have game-day 
jitters. They had every reason 
to be wary, and Elway didn’t 
disappoint; the Broncos jumped 
out to a 10-0 lead in the first six 
minutes. All across America 
you could hear the refrain: “No 
way a team loses two Super 
Bowls in a row!” as if the 
Minnesota Vikings had never 
existed. (It should be pointed 
out that the Buffalo Bills had 
yet to start their early ‘90s run 
of nothingness.) 

But like a shot, Washington 
sprang to life. Suddenly, Smith 

was unstoppable and Williams 
was otherworldly. The second 
quarter began, and Washington 
exploded for five scores for 35 
points, 356 total yards, including 
228 passing by Williams (9 of 
11), 122 yards on five carries 
by Smith, and 168 yards on five 
receptions by Ricky Sanders. 
The five touchdowns came in 
18 plays covering less than six 
minutes. Washington would 
go on to crush Denver 42-10; 
Williams would go home with 
the MVP award.

Smith would finish the day 
with 204 yards (an NFL record) 
and two touchdowns, and dreams 
of a big-time career. It was not to 

be. A bust in every sense of the 
word, Smith would last just 15 
more games in the NFL, scoring 
only three touchdowns, barely 
doubling his workload from 
the Super Bowl in yards from 
scrimmage, turning in 476 yards 
before being cut by the Cowboys 
in 1990 after a single carry. In 
2006 he was sentenced to prison 
for 2 1/2 years. 

A cautionary tale? Not really, 
but an interesting one by any 
measure. 

______________________
Mark Vasto is a veteran 
sportswriter who lives in Kansas 
City. (c) 2015 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

We’re a couple weeks removed from 
the Super Bowl and everyone has had 
their chance to give their opinion on the 
Seattle Seahawks’ final play call of the 
season.

The one most responsible for keeping 
that subject alive is the man responsible 
for making the call, Seahawks coach 
Pete Carroll, who has seemingly gone on 
every talk show imaginable to explain his 
reasoning for the head-scratcher.

The decision was so bad that it not only 
cost them the championship, it completely 
made all that talk about deflate-gate go 
away.

So I guess it was a win-win for the 
Patriots.

As bad as it was and as memorable that 
play call will always be, it’s time to move 
on and start thinking about the future.

And there was plenty of NFL news 
that came out after the Super Bowl was 
completed – most of it was very bad.

I don’t know what it is about NFL 
players who just can’t wait to make the 

Really, let’s focus on some important things
police blotters as soon as that final whistle 
blows on the final game. Here’s a list of 
guys who have already been arrested in 
2015.

Green Bay’s Letroy Guion was arrested 
on marijuana and weapons charges. 
Also arrested was Dallas’ John Randle, 
Indianapolis’ D’Qwell Jackson, Andrew 
Jackson and Josh McNary, Baltimore’s 
Terrance Cody, New York Jets’ Chris 
Johnson and Chicago’s Tim Jennings.

Heck, even Hall of Fame NFL player and 
now-former NFL Network commentator 
Warren Sapp was arrested for soliciting 
prostitution and assault.

But aside from all the bad seeds in the 
league are the many questions leading 
into next season.

Will Peyton Manning return next year 
and if he does, how effective will he be? 
And how will be get along with new 
Broncos’ coach Gary Kubiak?

How about Adrian Peterson. Will he 
be reinstated? Will he still be with the 
Vikings? Will he still be the great runner 
he once was? Will he stop smacking his 
kid around?

How about all that talk surrounding 
deflated footballs in New England? The 

air was definitely let out of the balls. If 
it is proven that Brady or Belichick gave 
the order, what kind of penalty will be in 
store for them or the team?

Then there is the most ferocious and 
dirty player in the league, Ndamukong 
Suh. Will he return to the Detroit Lions? 
Will he get into any kind of trouble 
during the offseason? Does the mailman 
have the courage to go anywhere near 
his house?

What will the Tampa Bay Bucs do with 
the first pick in the NFL draft? Everyone 
believes they will go with Florida State 
quarterback Jameis Winston, who has 
been a walking negative-headline-maker. 
But to be very honest, the former Heisman 
Trophy winner didn’t have a very good 
season, throwing for 25 touchdowns and 
18 interceptions.

But the loudest offseason talk has 
surrounded the Dallas Cowboys and their 
decision to keep either DeMarco Murray 
or Dez Bryant.

One is the reigning NFL Offensive 
Player of the Year and the other may be 
the best receiver in the league.

With both being free agents, the 
Cowboys will have to back up a Brink’s 

truck to AT&T Stadium if they want to 
keep both.

Of course there’d be little else to pay 
other key members of the team.

The common thought is that receivers 
like Bryant come along once every decade 
or so. But with the kind of offensive line 
the Cowboys now have, there would be 
many running backs available every year 
with the talent to have a big season.

So my guess is that the Cowboys will 
probably go for a running back in the first 
round of the draft. Though I believe the 
smart thing to do would be to go for a 
pass-rushing defensive end.

But before we go forward we should 
be thankful for all the incredible football 
playoff action we just had.

The Cowboys beat the Lions on an 
interference call that was then waived 
off. The Cowboys lose to Green Bay on 
a spectacular catch that was ruled good, 
then overturned. The Packers cough up 
their game to Seattle after committing 
every last-season mistake possible. And 
then the Seahawks mess up the final play 
of the Super Bowl.

Wow, I can’t wait to see what happens 
next year.



Comix
OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

Your good health By Keith Roach, M.D.
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Super Crossword
DOING PR WORK

ACROSS
	 1	 Maize
	 5	 1980s TV’s “Kate 
& _”
	10	 Bank acct. 
underwriter
	14	 Resort isle near 
Naples
	19	 Cock-_ (mixed 
dog breed)
	20	 Pencil end
	21	 Prehistoric beast, 
briefly
	22	 ALF or ET
	23	 Pool hall 
champion?
	26	 Flower calyx part
	27	 Off _ 
(sporadically)
	28	 Small flycatcher
	29	 Christmas songs
	31	 Omega preceder
	32	 Passover crackers
	34	 Place where pizza 
dough is flattened?
	37	 “We _ not 
amused”
	38	 Ripken of the 
diamond
	40	 Angriness
	41	 Actress De Carlo
	42	 Get the shoe 
mender on the phone?
	47	 Marine eel
	49	 Poetic foot
	50	 Pertaining to the 
sun
	51	 Still wrapped
	52	 In spite of the fact 
that, for short

	55	 King Arthur’s 
home
	58	 Commercial in 
which all of one’s fury 
is unleashed?
	62	 Fido’s sound
	65	 Faced
	66	 Phileas Fogg 
creator Jules
	68	 Like a slob’s bed
	69	 Blowtorch the 
exterior of your launch 
vehicle?
	74	 Wind section 
player
	75	 Quaint oath
	76	 Just a _ 
(somewhat)
	77	 Hissing snake 
sound
	78	 Ice-skating food 
fish?
	80	 Mexican menu 
items
	84	 Blast maker
	85	 “Mammal” has 
three
	86	 “Thank you, 
Henri”
	87	 Opra part
	91	 PR concern
	94	 Farmer’s motto?
	97	 Risen from sleep
	100	 Seemingly 
endless time
	101	 Park oneself
	102	 Dwelling: Abbr.
	103	 Tirades about 
the trials of being a 
mother?
	109	 Not switched off

	111	 Ace
	112	 Art style
	113	 Sofa
	115	 Spanish for 
“queen”
	116	 Wax theatrical
	118	 Actor Moranis 
playing a garbage 
sweeper?
	121	 12-inch stick
	122	 Small toiletry case
	123	 Pay the penalty
	124	 First-aid plant
	125	 Fencing blades
	126	 Part of NYPD: 
Abbr.
	127	 Tightly wound
	128	 Give away 
temporarily

DOWN
	 1	 Squid dish
	 2	 Expanse
	 3	 Sports squad 
that rarely has home 
games
	 4	 Vivarin rival
	 5	 Fourth mo.
	 6	 Belt holder
	 7	 Longtime con
	 8	 Split evenly
	 9	 Lucy’s TV pal
	10	 32nd pres.
	11	 Actress Wiest
	12	 Disguised, for 
short
	13	 Alternatives to 
Pepsis
	14	 Tapioca-yielding 
tree
	15	 Hoppy drink

	16	 1972-77 
Broadway musical
	17	 Explanation
	18	 Queued up
	24	 Tennyson’s “_ 
Arden”
	25	 More elusive
	30	 Astron. distance
	33	 Little pouch
	35	 Like the vbs. “eat” 
and “lie”
	36	 Tiny dog
	39	 Get bested by
	43	 TV network north 
of the USA
	44	 Ty-D-_ (bathroom 
brand)
	45	 Slo-_ (fuse type)
	46	 Riga native
	47	 Brawl
	48	 Athena’s bird
	51	 Sam once in the 
Senate
	52	 Trees yielding 
wood for ships
	53	 Mythical hell
	54	 Dramatist Clifford
	56	 Collect
	57	 Conductor Zubin _
	58	 Cake icer
	59	 Countryish
	60	 Cell terminal
	61	 Yukon maker
	62	 Cut short
	63	 Harp on gloatingly
	64	 Anterior
	67	 Cut short
	70	 Suffix with neat or 
peace
	71	 “_ tell ya!”
	72	 Problems for vain 

types
	73	 Tide targets
	79	 Shin’s place
	81	 Noted coach 
Parseghian
	82	 Bygone AT&T rival
	83	 Slump
	86	 Home of Monte 
Carlo
	88	 Vehicle ownership 
certificate
	89	 Get drunk
	90	 Trapped
	91	 34th prez
	92	 Corporate 
marriages
	93	 Avonlea girl
	94	 Hide _ hair
	95	 It’s nothing
	96	 Comical Cheri
	97	 Current unit
	98	 Pre-race stretch, 
say
	99	 “King Ralph” actor 
Peter
	100	 Ocular cleansing 
receptacle
	104	 One way to mark 
debits
	105	 Uninspired
	106	 Like skim milk
	107	 Mozart’s “Cos fan 
_”
	108	 “Danke _”
	110	 Prenatal
	114	 Egg layers
	117	 Golf gadget
	119	 Model-making set
	120	 “Annabel _”
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DEAR DR. ROACH: I had surgery 
on my right wrist for carpal 
tunnel syndrome eight months 
ago. The numbness in my fingers 
has not changed. Now I’m faced 
with the same problem in my left 
hand. I’m going to forget surgery, 
seeing as it wasn’t successful 
in my right hand. I decided to 
go to an acupuncturist for laser 
treatments. I also had a cortisone 
shot. Neither of these has helped. 
Do you know of a solution for my 
problem? – P.M.

Carpal tunnel syndrome is 
caused by compression on the 
median nerve, as it runs down the 
arm through a “tunnel” of bone 
and connective tissue deep in the 
wrist. It may cause pain, numbness 
and weakness of the wrist and 
hand. The thumb and middle three 
fingers are most often affected. In 
advanced cases, the hand muscles 
may become atrophied. The 
sooner the pressure on the nerve is 
relieved, the more likely there will 
not be permanent nerve damage.

It sounds to me like the first 
surgery was not done soon enough 
to prevent damage. If that’s the 
case, then surgery on your left 
hand, done sooner after the onset 
of symptoms, might prevent the 
long-term numbness present in 
your right hand. However, it’s 
possible that the diagnosis was 
wrong or that the surgery might 
not have been effective, even if 
done promptly.

At least one study of needle 
acupuncture showed that it is as 
effective as a cortisone injection. 
This study excluded people who 
already had fixed numbness in the 
fingers, who are less likely to be 
helped by any treatment. I have 
not found any evidence that laser 
treatment is effective.

My advice is to first be sure of 
the diagnosis. An EMG test is a 
study of nerve function, which can 
confirm the diagnosis and may be 
able to predict how much damage 
there is and provide guidance on 

treatment. If damage is not too 
severe, other treatments – such 
as splinting, medication, yoga or 
ultrasound – may be helpful. If 
advanced, surgery done quickly 
still may be your best bet.

DEAR DR. ROACH: There 
has been much reporting of the 
effect of not getting enough sun 
during the winter months. In your 
professional opinion, can some 
people get depressed from too 
much summer? When I lived in 
the Southwest, all that heat and 
sun from May to October seemed 
to really get to me. I wished often 
for a cloudy day. Is it because 
I was raised in the depressing 
North? – J.R.W.

Seasonal affective disorder is 
a type of major depression with 
recurrent seasonal onset and 
remission. Although it usually is 
described as beginning in late fall 
and early winter, and going away 
in spring or summer, some people 
can have symptoms that begin in 
spring and go away in fall. People 
with spring-onset SAD more 
frequently have insomnia, poor 
appetite and weight loss. 

Light therapy is used only for 
fall-onset SAD. Both medication 
and psychotherapy, especially 
cognitive behavioral therapy, are 
used for spring-onset SAD. 

I don’t know whether 
being brought up in the North 
predisposes one to the spring-
onset form of SAD. I don’t find 
the North particularly depressing.

______________________
Dr. Roach regrets that he is 
unable to answer individual 
letters, but will incorporate them 
in the column whenever possible. 
Readers may email questions 
to ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu. To view and order 
health pamphlets, visit www.
rbmamall.com, or write to P.O. 
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-
6475. (c) 2015 North America 
Synd., Inc. All Rights Reserved.



February 12, 2015Page 8 West Texas County Courier

See Answer Page 4

See Answer Page 4

See Answer Page 4

N0844B
 10.5 x 8
11/20/14

WEST TEXAS COUNTY COURIER
This advertisement prepared by Sawyer Miller Advertising

1114
CLIENT:  HealthCare.gov    

Are you uninsured?

Already 

have a plan?  

It’s time to renew – 

or find one 

that’s better 

for you.   

 

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

    Where:  El Paso Enrollment Assistance Center        
                           221 N. Kansas Street, Suite 700
     El Paso, TX 79901 
                          
     When:   Scheduled appointments Mon-Fri 8:30am-6:30pm
                          Walk-ins Mon-Fri 9:00am-4:00pm 
                         By appointment only Sat 9:00am-2:00pm 

To learn more, call 915-242-2170 
Text SUBSCRIBE to 467873 to sign up for text 
message alerts. Standard  text messaging rates apply.
Open Enrollment ends February 15, 2015. 

Most people qualify for financial assistance.  Get free in-person help 
signing up for a health plan that fits you, your family, and your budget.

Hay representantes que hablan español.

Join the millions who found affordable health coverage. 
Visit our Enrollment Assistance Center.

Archives: www.wtxcc.com
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A sporting view By Mark Vasto

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier
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38
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Growing up, we all knew at least 
one set of twins. It’s as if it was a 
pre-requisite for most American 
elementary schools to feature them, 
wearing the same clothes on picture 
day, speaking that weird “twin-
speak” that nobody but them could 
understand (or care about). They 
seemed to have an advantage.

Later on in life, we would hear 
about the “uncanny” abilities 

twins had that we common babies, 
born from a single embryo, did 
not possess. Like, twins could just 
think about each other and one of 
them would immediately pick up 
a phone from Oregon and call the 
other in Pennsylvania and discuss 
the disposition of their cats. 

But, like most things in life, the 
whole “twin thing” began to lose 
its luster the older and, presumably, 

wiser we all became. The whole 
split zygote thing didn’t seem to 
offer as much of an advantage as 
was believed. Aside from a few 
(alleged) cases where one twin 
would substitute for the other during 
exam time, little more was made of 
the distinction (and even then, it was 
only if you were an identical twin, 
so good luck). 

There have been plenty of times 
when one half of the twin equation 
fails to achieve heights enjoyed by 
the other. Nowhere, perhaps, is that 
more amplified than in the world of 
sports.

Jim Thorpe had a twin brother 

named Charlie. Jose and Ozzie 
Canseco hardly shared the pages of 
the record books (if not the needle). 
And did you know that John Elway 
has a twin sister named Jana? 
Where’s her Super Bowl ring?

And while some believe the 
Vitali and Wladimir Klitschko 
heavyweight brotherhood are the 
result of twinship, they are wrong: 
Vitali is five years older and has a 
slightly different nickname. Venus 
and Serena? Not twins.

The world of sports actually 
records very few “twin” wins. Ronde 
and Tiki Barber both set records for 
the respective teams, but they never 
came near the heights achieved by 
Bob and Mike Bryan, the twins 
from Camarillo, Calif. Those two 
have dominated the doubles tennis 
field in record-setting fashion.

They have won more doubles titles 
than any team in history – 72 as of 
this writing – and have been the world 

No. 1 doubles players for almost a 
half-decade. They have set records in 
match wins (more than 600) and they 
even hold the record for attracting 
the largest crowd in tennis history 
at 27,200 (the Billie Jean King 
exhibition victory over Bobby Riggs 
in front of 39,472 at the Astrodome 
wasn’t an “official” match). 

So there you have it. In one fell 
swoop of their tennis rackets, the 
Bryan brothers have dispelled the 
notion that for every Mario Andretti 
there must be a non-racing brother 
Aldo, and that the U.S. cannot be 
competitive in worldwide tennis 
competition.

When taken together, they rewrote 
the record books – and they did so 
doublehandedly.
____________________________
Mark Vasto is a veteran sportswriter 
and publisher of The Kansas City 
Luminary. (c) 2011 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Double trouble

There’s a big sports moment waiting to 
happen this week for one of the most popular 
athletes in American sports.

Of course I’m talking about New York 
Yankees shortstop Derek Jeter, who just came 
off the disabled list this week to continue his 
chase for 3,000 hits.

This is a monumental achievement for one 
of the good guys in team sports.

But it’s no secret that the 37-year-old Jeter 
has not exactly been himself the last couple 
of years.

Jeter, who normally hits anywhere between 
.310 to .340, has been struggling around the 
.260 range all season.

And though he was named to this year’s all-
star game, it was obviously because of what 
he’s done throughout his career.

Jeter, who used to supply some occasional 
power, has turned into a pure singles hitter 
and rarely gets more than a single hit in any 
game.

So what are the Yankees to do? They just 
signed the long-time captain to a three-year 

Jeter chases the 3,000 hit club as career winds down
contract but it appears as if it may have been a 
dreadful mistake.

During Jeter’s recent stint on the 
disabled list, the Yankees went 14-3 and his 
replacement, Eduardo Nunez, batted .339 in 
his absence.

As bad as things have gone for Jeter over 
the last couple of years, they’re made that 
much worse when another player, only 24, is 
playing much better.

Now that Yankee fans know what Nunez 
can do, there’s going to be a lot more pressure 
on Jeter to carry his weight again.

But even though Jeter is quickly approaching 
40, I wouldn’t be surprised if he made an 
impressive run toward the .300 mark over the 
second half of this season.

Let’s face it, the Yankees are going to need 
Jeter to be his usual self if they are going to 
hold off the Boston Red Sox for first place.

But the way he looks at the plate, I really 
don’t think Jeter will be able to provide much 
for his team during the second and third years 
of his new contract.

And who can blame him? Have you seen 
the numbers from Albert Pujols? He’s 31 now 
and his total numbers will be the worst of his 
career when the season is over.

Is it solely their age? Yes. Every player (at 
least those not on steroids) eventually slows 
down as they get older. It catches up to all of us.

It’s no fun watching Jeter as a shell of what 
he once was. It’s no fun for the Yankees either.

Let’s hope a good guy like Jeter can finish 
this season with a bang. I’d like to see him as 
I remember him at least one more time.

Long live memories
There’s no doubt that I love all kinds of 

sports.
Over my 50 years on this planet I’ve stored 

away thousands of sports memories in my 
very limited mind.

There are literally thousands of sports 
videos I can play in my brain of either last-
second touchdowns and thunderous dunks 
and tape-measure home runs and come-from-
behind victories and all sorts of little known 
or widely historic events.

One of my favorites is in the world of 
college basketball.

No, it isn’t Texas Western’s 72-65 upset of 
Kentucky back in 1966 – that was a little bit 
before my time.

It took place back in 1983 and included 
another Texas team, the Phi Slamma Jamma 

Houston Cougars with Akeem Olajuwon and 
Clyde Drexler.

But the memory is not of them.
It’s of North Carolina State guard Dereck 

Whittenburg putting up a long shot at the end 
of a tie game and the shot coming up short.

Lorenzo Charles leaped in the air, 
seemingly out of nowhere, caught the ball 
and stuffed it through the basket as the buzzer 
sounder to give the Wolfpack the improbable 
championship.

Of course that memory was made even more 
special by coach Jim Valvano running onto 
the court desperately looking for someone to 
celebrate with.

Well, we know that Valvano passed away a 
few years ago to cancer.

Now another member of this fantastic 
memory has passed away. Lorenzo Charles 
died last week after the bus he was driving 
crashed on the highway. He was the only 
person in the bus.

It’s hard to believe that two of the three 
members of that awesome memory are no 
longer with us.

Even though he’s gone, Charles’ famous put 
back will live on forever via videotape – and 
for many more years in my sports memory.

of Knowledge and Skills) that go 
into effect next school year also. In 
addition, the science resources are 
expected to help students master 
the new End of Course exams 

that will replace the TAKS (Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge and 
Skills) tests in the spring.

Since April, science teachers 
have had the opportunity to browse 
the Internet to view the various 
online, web-based science programs 
being offered by about 20 different 
publishers that have met the 
Texas Education Agency’s (TEA) 
supplemental science materials 
requirements.

At the recent Ysleta ISD 
publishers fair, most teachers said 
that they already used some form 
of computer-generated materials 
in their classrooms, so they liked 
the idea of having more resources 
available to them when developing 
lesson plans.

“We need resources that give 
teachers and students quick access to 
science materials that are already on 
the internet; so that, we don’t have to 
take extra time to look for materials 
online. We need something that is 
like a data base without the fluff,” 
said Hevila Ramos, science teacher 
at Canutillo High School.

A big concern among these 
teachers, however, was the lack of 
student access to the technology 
required for using these online 
resources in the classroom and at 
home.

“The new online web-based 
science supplemental materials 
being offered to school districts this 
year is the beginning of a trend to 
move away from printed textbooks 
and towards digital technology,” 
said Lilia Martinez, a McGraw-Hill 

consultant.
Texas is one of 22 states with a 

process for approval or adoption 
of instructional materials for 
schools. Instructional materials are 
adopted every six years according 
to an adoption cycle, and the Texas 
Constitution requires that the SBOE 
set aside sufficient money to provide 
free textbooks, in this case online 
licensing, for children attending 
public schools in the state.

“If electronic books and the 
Internet are the routes that public 
schools are going to take, then 
school districts need to invest in 
upgrading the campuses’ technology 
infrastructure and in providing more 
student access to computer devices,” 
said Ramos.

Each local board of trustees 
is responsible for determining 
appropriate local policy for 
selecting new instructional 
materials, which is purchased by 
the state for districts.

“This year, it is not a textbook 
adoption; it is a supplemental 
materials adoption. This adoption 
is designed to provide resources for 
science teachers who must ensure that 
their lessons include the objectives 
that were added to science TEKS 
curricula in 2008 and scheduled to 
be implemented this coming school 
year,” explained Martinez. “This 
adoption is supposed to hold science 
teachers over until 2014, when the 
next science textbook adoption is 
scheduled. Whether it’s printed or 
electronic textbooks, remains to be 
seen,” she added.
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