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Forgiveness saves the expense of 
anger, the high cost of hatred, and 
the waste of energy.

— Quips & Quotes
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THE RACE THAT CAUGHT FIRE
Beto O’Rourke (D), left, and Ted Cruz (R) lit up the 2018 mid-term 
elections in Texas and nationwide. Their stark political differences 
along with O’Rouke’s youth and energy sparked many young and 
older Texans to go to the polls. O’Rouke took El Paso in a landslide – 
attracting almost 75% of vote – but did not carry Texas.

EL PASO COUNTY – A preliminary summary 
report of the recent November general election 
shows that of the 457,151 registered voters in El 
Paso County 203,157 (44.44%) actually voted. The 
unofficial report, which is currently posted on the 
El Paso County Elections Department’s webpage, 
highlights the apparent winners of the various 
races and the outcome of certain propositions.

The final results of races in the county’s outlying 
communities of Canutillo, Clint, and Fabens as well 
as in some statewide contests that will impact all 
West Texas residents were made available by the county’s 
elections office a few hours after polling places closed.

Starting with Canutillo Independent School District, 
eight candidates vied for one of three positions as at-large 
board members. The total number of votes was 14,559. 
The top three vote getters were Mary Yglesias with 2,422 
votes (16.64%); Laure Searls with 2,407 (16.53%); and Sal 

Payan with 2,046 (14.05%).
The other Canutillo ISD 

candidates, in final order, 
were: Mago Arellano 
(13.87%); Gustavo Vasquez 
(12.95%); Christian 
Corrales (11.51%); L. John 
Porras (7.27%); and Billie 
Ramos-Rickner (7.17%).

For Canutillo ISD’s 
unexpired seat on the school 
board, Sergio Coronado 
won that race with 3,183 
votes (55.67%) compared 
to candidate Alfonso L. 
Flores Jr. with 2,535 votes 
(44.33%).

In the Clint ISD board of trustees election, 6,326 votes 
were cast. Winning a place on the board were: for district at 
large- Arleen Parada (59.14%) over Patsy Franco (40.86%); 
in District 2 Jim Pendell (38.93%) beat Jennifer Ivey 
(33.83%) and Roberto ‘Bobby’ Lara (27.24%). In Clint ISD 
District 4, Arturo ‘Rocky’ Cruz garnered 97% of the vote.

Also Clint ISD’s tax ratification proposition was approved 
by voters with 3,667 votes (58.09%) for the measure and 
2,646 (41.91%) votes against it.

The Town of Clint mayoral race saw 395 residents cast 
votes. Receiving the most votes was Dora H. Aguirre with 
188 votes (47.59%). Steven T. Cheatum Sr. got 150 votes 
(37.97%), and Addam Hernandez got 57 votes (14.43%). 
Clint’s Alderman-at-large office will be filled by Sandra 
Hernandez.

Fabens ISD also held board of trustees elections for the 
District-at-large, Place II, and Place IV seats. Of the1,331 
votes cast, the District-at-large post will be filled by 
Rosamaria Gallo, who received 67.77% of the votes and 
L. Anthony Vernium got 32.23% of the votes. In the Place 

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

Over 200,000
people in El Paso 
County cast their  
mid-term vote

Publisher’s note: This story 
focuses on El Paso voting. 
In the statewide elections an 
asterisk is by the winner’s 
name. Democrats were 
favored by large margins in 
El Paso, but not statewide. 
The voting spread across 
Texas was anywhere from 
five to 13 points in major 
races. Straight party voting 
in El Paso: DEM, 74.75%; 
REP, 24.36%; and LIB, 
0.90%. Not all races are 
reflected in this story.

II race, Benjamin ‘Ben’ Morales earned 50.34% of the 
votes and Viola Hernandez received 49.66% of the votes. 
Place IV will be represented by Gregg Spence.

The Fabens ISD tax ratification proposition barely 
passed with 662 votes 
(51.92%) for and 613 
votes (48.08%) against.

In the Lower Valley 
Water District contest 
for the Place 2 slot, 
Rod Chavez got 3,852 
(46.30%) of the 8,320 
votes counted; David 
T. Garcia got 2,406 
(28.92%) and Alfonso V. 
Gutierrez received 2,062 
votes (24.78%).

In the U.S. Senate contest 
between Republican Ted 
Cruz* and Democrat Beto 
O’Rourke, El Paso County 
voters overwhelmingly 
pick O’Rourke by nearly 
a 75% to 25% margin. In 
the U.S. Representative 
District 16 race, Veronica 
Escobar won with 68.30% of the vote, Rick Seeberger 
got 27%, and Ben Mendoza got 4.5%. In the U.S. 
Representative District 23 race, El Paso County voters 
went heavily for Gina Ortiz Jones, who received 78.58% 
of the votes compared to Will Hurd’s 18.95% showing. 
This race has not yet been decided.

Local voters also favored Lupe Valdez (66.86%) over 
incumbent Greg Abbott* (31.30%) for governor. Abbott 
won re-election in the State

In the Lieutenant Governor’s race, El Paso County 
sided with Democrat Mike Collier giving him 68.46% of 
the votes and the Republican Dan Patrick* with 28.53%. 
For attorney general, El Paso County voters supported 
Democrat Justin Nelson by a 69.41% to Republican Ken 
Paxton’s* 27.14% count.

In the Commissioner of General Land Office, El Paso 

Gov. Greg Abbott (R) received just 
31.3% of the vote in El Paso but 
carried Texas with 58.8% of the 
total vote to retain his office.

See VOTE, Page 6

Free holiday movies
One way to keep warm at this year’s 
third annual WinterFest – enjoy the free 
holiday movies at the Plaza Theatre. 
Beloved classics It’s a Wonderful Life 
and Miracle on 34th Street will be 
shown along with modern favorites 
such as Elf and Frozen, over five 
Sundays beginning November 18 and 
ending January 6. The series opens 
with Elf, starring Will Farrell, at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, November 18, followed by 
a double bill of the 1966 TV special 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas! and 
Robert Zemeckis’ animated The Polar 
Express, starting at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
November 25. The movies continue 
two weeks later with 1947’s Miracle 
on 34th Street, starring then child-actor 
Natalie Wood, at 3:30 pm Sunday, 
December 9, followed by a double bill 
of 1983’s A Christmas Story at 1 p.m. 
and Jimmy Stewart in It’s a Wonderful 
Life at 3:30 p.m. Sunday, December 16. 
The series concludes with two wintry 
titles, Disney’s Frozen at 1 p.m. and 
Ice Age at 3:30 p.m. Sunday, January 6, 
the last day of WinterFest. In true Plaza 
Classic style, organists Ken Fedorick, 
Richard Garven and Laurie Koval will 
perform on the Plaza Theatre’s original, 
restored Wyler Mighty Wurlitzer Pipe 
Organ before each movie. WinterFest, 
which includes ice skating in Arts 
Festival Plaza, runs November 17 
through January 6. The 12th annual 
Plaza Classic Film Festival will be 
August 1-11, 2019. Go to epwinterfest.
com and plazaclassic.com for more 
information.

– Doug Pullen

A creative tinkerer
Talk about a comfortable, if not 
awkward, commute. Daniel Winter 
is showing off the latest addition to 
what he calls his collection of “dumb 
motorized stuff” – a motorized couch. 
Among other bright ideas creative 
tinkerer Winter has had in the past 
are a skateboard with a motor and a 
motorized garbage can. Go figure!

– John Grimaldi

Millennials
With millennials today making up 
the largest generation in the U.S. 
workforce yet earning 20 percent 
less than Baby Boomers did at the 
same age, the personal-finance 
website WalletHub has released its 
report on 2018’s Best & Worst States 



November 15, 2018Page 2 West Texas County Courier

PUBLISHED:
Published each Thursday (minimum 
50 issues) by Homesteader News, 
Inc. Office open Monday through 
Thursday.

COPYRIGHT:
Entire contents © 2018 Homesteader 
News, Inc. Individual authors retain all 
rights. Pictures, drawings and written 
material appearing in the  West Texas 
County Courier may not be used or 
reproduced without written permission 
of Homesteader News, Inc.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
Letter must not be more than 250 
words in length. They should be dated, 
must be signed and have an address 
and daytime phone number. Only the 
name and city will be printed with the 
letter. The West Texas County Courier 
reserves the right to edit or reject letters 
to the editor or other submitted material 
it considers inappropriate.

AD DEADLINE:
Monday 4 p.m. for Thursday publication.

CLASSIFIED RATES
$10 for 25 words, $15 for 40 words. Ad 
must be in writing and pre-paid. The 
West Texas County Courier reserves 
the right not to publish advertising it 
considers inappropriate.

DISPLAY RATES:
Open rate — $25 per column inch. 
Call for more information or to set 
an appointment. The West Texas 
County Courier reserves the right 
not to publish advertising it considers 
inappropriate.

MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS:
Minimum 50 issues for $45.
Delivery via 1st class mail.

MAIL:
15344 Werling Ct.
Horizon City, TX  79928

Phone: 852-3235

E-mail: wtxcc@wtxcc.com
Website: wtxcc.com

Publisher
Rick Shrum

Contributors
Alfredo Vasquez
Steve EscajedaMember Texas Community

Newspaper Association

H
Homesteader

Est. 1973

News, Inc.

SERVING ANTHONY, VINTON, CANUTILLO, EAST MONTANA, HORIZON, SOCORRO, CLINT, FABENS, SAN ELIZARIO AND TORNILLO

View from here By John Grimaldi

This past weekend’s salute to soldiers 
has special meaning as we celebrate the 
Marine Corps’ birthday, Veterans Day 
and the 100th anniversary of the end of 
the War to end all Wars.

On Saturday, November 10th we 
marked the 243rd anniversary of the 
establishment of the U.S. Marine 
Corps. On Sunday, November 11th we 
celebrated the 99th Veterans’ Day, which 
was originally called Armistice Day to 
commemorate the end of World War I. 
The so-called Great War came to an end 
when an armistice was declared 100 years 
ago at 11 AM on the eleventh day in the 
eleventh month of 1918.

This year, President Trump has declared 
the whole month of November as National 
Veterans and Military Families Month. In 
a proclamation issued by the White House, 
Mr. Trump urged “all communities, all 
sectors of society, and all Americans 
to acknowledge and honor the service, 
sacrifices, and contributions of veterans 
and military families for what they have 
done and for what they do every day to 
support our great nation.”

And, in a statement issued prior to the 
weekend,by the Association of Mature 
American Citizens, AMAC president 
Dan Weber urged “all Americans to 
make a special effort this weekend to 
remember all those that fought in wars 
past and present – your friends and 
family members who served and, of 
course, those who gave their lives for 
us. We honor those valiant soldiers, 
sailors and airmen who risked and lost 
their lives protecting their homeland. We 
should also take the time to remember 
not just those who fought our wars but 
all those who lost their lives in wars – the 
innocent civilians who were the victims 
of conflict.”

100th anniversary of the 
end of World War I marked

It wasn’t until nearly eight years after 
the armistice between Germany and the 
Allies, that on June 4, 1926 the U.S. 
Congress officially recognized the end of 
World War I when it passed a resolution 
that begins with these words: “the 11th 
of November 1918, marked the cessation 
of the most destructive, sanguinary, and 
far reaching war in human annals and the 
resumption by the people of the United 
States of peaceful relations with other 
nations, which we hope may never again 
be severed.”

Although the U.S. was late entering 
World War I, American bomber pilots 
were quick very early in the war to join 
in battle. So many of them “enlisted” 
that a separate unit of the French Air 
Service called the Lafayette Escadrille 
was created for U.S. flyers. It was 
named in honor of the Marquis de 
Lafayette, a passionate supported 
the American Revolution who was 
given the rank of major general by the 
Continental Congress.

The red poppy became a symbol of 
peace and Armistice Day, after Treaty of 
Versailles was signed on November 11, 
1918. Wearing the poppy flower quickly 
became a way of publicly acknowledging 
the horrors of that war and the sacrifices 
that were made.

Some still wear the poppy. Fewer of us 
can remember the poem that spawned the 
symbol—a mournful lament written by 
John McCrae, a Canadian soldier, in May 
of 1915 at the height of World War I.

There were parades, ceremonies and 
observances throughout the U.S. and 
Canada underscoring the significance 
of the armistice. In the U.K. as many 
as 5,000 church bells throughout the 

See WW I, Page 4
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It’s appropriate that the U.N. 
special rapporteur devoted to 
adequate housing has visited 
encampments in Mexico City, 
Buenos Aires, Mumbai – and San 
Francisco, Oakland and Berkeley.

The homeless situation in 
those cities and others around 
the country is positively Third 
World, a blight that shows the 
persistence of human folly and 
misery, despite what we take to 
be our steady progress to greater 
enlightenment and prosperity. 

San Francisco is a crown jewel 
of the new economy, and a sink 
of vagrancy. One of the more 
compelling pieces of reportage 
that The New York Times has 
run recently was on the dirtiest 
block in San Francisco, the 300 
block of Hyde Street, blighted 
by discarded heroin needles and 
other filth.

In the 21st century, in the 
richest country on the planet, 
you would think that we would 
have figured out how to live 
without having to step around 
human feces. The experience of 
San Francisco says that, against 
all expectations, we haven’t – or 
at least we forgot how. 

In an article for the journal 
National Affairs, Stephen Eide 
of the Manhattan Institute 
recounted how we got here over 
the past 50 years. 

Cities wiped out or drastically 

Urban America’s vagrancy outrage
diminished their skid rows, once 
a last-ditch housing recourse for 
men who had hit bottom. As urban 
renewal and regulations to improve 
the quality of housing eliminated 
these down-on-their-luck areas, 
the people who once lived there 
decamped to public places. 

We “deinstitutionalized” 
the mentally ill, too often a 
euphemism for dumping them 
onto the streets and into jails. 
About 20 to 30 percent of the 
homeless are mentally ill. 

Meanwhile, the number of 
single-parent families drastically 
increased. Women only rarely 
lived on skid row, but poor 
families headed by single 
mothers are a large component 
of the homeless. 

These large-scale trends have 
been met with a new, more 
permissive legal environment. 
The Supreme Court in 1972 
made it more difficult for city 
police forces to hustle along 
vagrants, and subsequent free-
speech jurisprudence has made 
outlawing panhandling tricky. 
Civil commitment of the mentally 
ill has become highly restricted. 
The American Civil Liberties 
Union is a great de facto friend 
of vagrancy.

Not that anything is easy in 
this area. The hard core of the 
homeless population is cut off 
from human relationships and 

finds the perverse freedom of the 
streets more appealing than the 
structure that would come with 
assistance. Many refuse help, 
either because they are too sick 
to make rational decisions or they 
don’t want to deal with any rules.

But the beginning wisdom is to 
consider the status quo intolerable, 
and resist the advocates who 
want to normalize panhandling 
and camping, and the associated 
drug abuse, petty crime and 
disorder. Houston has had 
success with a tough-love policy 
of more services, coupled with a 
crackdown on encampments and 
other public nuisances. 

One of the advantages of 
modern society is that people 
don’t have to live in public, 
or in squalor. That it is widely 
accepted in some of our greatest 
cities is an outrage of our age. 
It is deeply harmful to our civic 
life, and does no favors for the 
men and women living in parks 
and highway underpasses. 

______________________

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review. (c) 2018 by 
King Features Synd., Inc.
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CryptoQuip
Answer

On occasion, the shepherd
has heard some annoyed and 

disgusted sheep crying
“Baa, humbug!”

•  It was 20th-century 
American singer and 
songwriter Bobbie Gentry 
who made the following sage 
observation: “Euphemism is 
a euphemism for lying.”

•  In a match between a 
200-pound mountain lion 
and a 20-pound porcupine, 
the lion is likely to be the 
loser – and probably will die 
if it tried to take a bite of the 
desired prey.

•  The next time you’re 
annoyed by a bad case of 
the hiccups, consider poor 
Charles Osborne. In 1922, 
when he was 28 years old, 
Mr. Osborne got the hiccups. 
For the next 68 years, he 
continued to hiccup, finally 
stopping in 1990, one year 
before his death at the age 
of 97.

•  Marilyn Monroe’s iconic 
film “Some Like It Hot” 
(which in 2000 was named 
the greatest American 
comedy film of all time by 
the American Film Institute) 
originally was titled “Not 
Tonight, Josephine!”

•  At one time the Catholic 
Church considered it sinful 
to eat a hot dog.

•  For a nation based on a 
foundation of democracy, 
the U.S. certainly has a lot 
of states (that were originally 
colonies, of course) named 
for British royalty or nobility. 
The state of Virginia, for 
instance, was named for 
Queen Elizabeth I, known 
as the “Virgin Queen”; and 
Georgia was named in honor 
of King George II. King 
Charles II got both North 
and South Carolina, while 
the Duke of York and Albany 
– later King James II – was 
honored when the state of 
New York was named. Even 
France got in on the action: 
When explorer Robert de la 
Salle claimed a large chunk 
of territory for France in 
1682, he named it Louisiana, 
after King Louis XIV.

Thought for the Day: “It is 
frequently the tragedy of 
the great artist, as it is of 
the great scientist, that he 
frightens the ordinary man.”

– Loren Eiseley

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

LEGALS

Public Notice

Village of
Vinton, Texas

Proposed
Official

Zoning Map 

A public hearing 
will be held at 6:30 
pm on Tuesday, 
December 4, 
2018, during the 
Vinton City Council 
meeting at Vinton 
Village Hall, 436 
E. Vinton Road, 
Vinton, Texas. 

The purpose of 
the public hearing 
is to allow any 
interested persons 
to appear and 
testify regarding the 
following items:

Proposed adoption 
of an updated 
Official Zoning 
Map for the 
Village of Vinton 
to comply with 
the requirements 
of the Unified 
Development Code 
(UDC) adopted 
on January 11, 
2017 (Ordinance 
No. 2017-12-
5-2) and the 

recommendations 
of the 
Comprehens ive 
Plan adopted 
on February 21, 
2017 (Ordinance 
No. 2017-2-21-
4). A copy of the 
proposed updated 
zoning map along 
with the Village of 
Vinton Engineer’s 
explanation for 
the zoning map 
revisions is posted 
at the Village of 
Vinton town hall. 
Those who are 
unable to attend 
may submit their 
views in writing 
to the Village 
Administrator at 
436 E. Vinton Road, 
Vinton, Texas 
79821. Persons 
with disabilities 
that wish to attend 
this meeting 
should contact City 
Hall at (915) 886-
5104 to arrange 
for assistance. 
Individuals who 
require auxiliary 
aids or services for 
this meeting should 
contact City Hall 
at least two days 
before the meeting 
so that appropriate 
arrangements can 
be made.

Classified Ads
Andrea N. Carrillo

Village
Administrator

WTCC: 11-15-18
_______________

El Paso County 
Tornillo Water 
Improvement 

District

Position Open
Wastewater/

Water Operator

El Paso County 
Tornillo Water 
I m p r o v e m e n t 
District accepting 
a p p l i c a t i o n s . 
Qua l i f i c a t i o n s : 
H.S. degree 
or GED, class 
C Wastewater 
Operator license 
and Class C Water 
License preferred, 
or Class D required 
within one year 
of appointment, 
valid Texas Class 
C driver’s license, 
computer literate, 
experience in 
w a s t e w a t e r 
treatment plant and 
water operation 
and maintenance. 
Salary based on 
experience and 
TCEQ licenses. 
A p p l i c a t i o n s 
accepted until 

position is filled. 
Apply at 19225 
Highland St., 
Tornillo, TX, 
mailing address 
P. O. Box 136, 
Tornillo, TX 79853. 
(915) 764-2966.

Equal 
Opportunity 

Employer

WTCC: 11-15-18
             11-22-18
_______________

DRIVERS

Drivers: CDL-A
LOCAL AVAIL!!
In El Paso, TX.
Competitive
Wages!

Full Benefits.
CALL

844-452-7902
________________

RANCH
FOR SALE

320 ACRES 
NORTH OF FT. 
HANCOCK. IN-
CLUDES ALAMO 
ARROYO DAM 
AND WATER IM-
P OUNDMEN T.  
$350,000/$20,000 
DOWN, BAL-
ANCE @8.25%. 
G O L D C R O S S 
P R O P E R T I E S 
915-779-3495.

590-4511

NEW HOUSES
Self-Help Built Starting At:

$75,000
Lower Valley Housing Corporation

LVHC is an equal opportunity affordable housing
provider and employer that does not discriminate

against anyone based on race, color, sex, disability,
familial status, national origin, marital status or age.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

country rang out in unison at 
eleven a.m. on Nov. 11. And in 
France, which saw more than 
its fair share of the carnage, the 
commemoration of the armistice 
focused on some of the bloodiest 
battles, including the battles of 
Verdun, the Somme, Amiens and 
Vimy Ridge.

In Australia and New Zealand, 
they call it Remembrance Day in 
honor of the tens of thousands 

of ANZAC troops who died 
in battles half way around the 
world, including the devastating 
battle of the Gallipoli Peninsula 
in Turkey.

______________________

The Association of Mature Ameri-
can Citizens (http://www.amac.us) 
is a senior advocacy organization 
that takes its marching orders from 
its members. We act and speak on 
their behalf, protecting their in-
terests and offering a practical 
insight on how to best solve the 
problems they face today.
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for Millennials. In order to 
determine the most livable 
places for this generation, 
WalletHub compared the 
50 states and the District 
of Columbia across 30 key 
metrics. The data set ranges 
from share of millennials to 
average monthly earnings 
for millennials to millennial 
unemployment rate. Texas 
ranked 17 overall, scoring:
•  32nd – % of Millennials 
Living with Parents;
•  11th – Housing Cost for 
Millennials;

•  6th – % of Millennials;
•  12th – Average Monthly 
Earnings for Millennials;
•  32nd – Millennial 
Homeownership Rate;
•  18th – Millennial 
Unemployment Rate;
•  51st – % of Insured 
Millennials; and
•  1st – % of Millennials with 
Depression.
Visit https://wallethub.
com/edu/bes t - s ta tes - for-
millennials/33371/ for the full 
report.

– Diana Polk

The dying business
Death is big business in Japan 
and the competition is fierce. 

The population over there is 
aging at a quickening pace, 
and so is the demand for 
funerals and funeral services. 
In fact, innovative Japanese 
entrepreneurs have come 
up with new ways to cash 
in on that demand. Take the 
funeral parlor that has begun 
offering drive-thru funerals. 
Meanwhile, the frenzy to cash 
in on the business of dying 
caused quite a stir not long ago 
when Amazon began offering 
a rent-a-monk service and a 
competitor began offering the 
services of a robotic “monk.” 
Who was it that said, dying is 
easy; comedy is hard?

– John Grimaldi

Send Your Newsbrief To: wtxcc@wtxcc.com
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•  On Nov. 26, 1872, the 
Great Diamond Hoax, 
one of the most notorious 
mining swindles of the time, 
is exposed. Two Kentucky 
cousins had salted a mine 
with a few diamonds, and 
bank financiers rushed to 
invest. Some of the supposed 
raw diamonds actually had 
jewelers’ cut marks.

•  On Nov. 27, 1942, guitar 
legend Jimi Hendrix is born in 
Seattle. He grew up playing 
guitar, imitating blues greats 
like Muddy Waters. Hendrix 
died in London in 1970, 
following a drug overdose. 
He was 27.

•  On Nov. 28, 1914, the 
New York Stock Exchange 
reopens for bond trading 
after being closed nearly 
four months because of the 
outbreak of World War I. 
Stock trading didn’t resume 
until Dec. 12.

•  On Nov. 29, 1963, one 
week after President John 
F. Kennedy was fatally shot 
while riding in a motorcade, 
President Lyndon Johnson 
establishes a special 
commission to investigate 
the assassination. After 
10 months, the Warren 
Commission concluded that 
alleged assassin Lee Harvey 
Oswald acted alone.

•  On Nov. 30, 1989, female 
serial killer Aileen Wuornos 
shoots her first victim, 
Richard Mallory, in Florida. 
Over the next year she 
killed six more men before 
being picked up in a seedy 
biker bar in 1991. Wuornos 
confessed to the killings but 
claimed self-defense.

•  On Dec. 1, 1939, golfing 
great Lee Trevino is born in 
Texas. Trevino was known 
as a prankster. While waiting 
to start an 18-hole playoff 
against Jack Nicklaus in the 
1971 U.S. Open, Trevino 
threw a rubber snake at his 
opponent and then won by 
three strokes.

•  On Dec. 2, 2001, the Enron 
Corporation files for Chapter 
11 bankruptcy protection 
sparking one of the largest 
corporate scandals in U.S. 
history. Its collapse cost 
investors billions of dollars, 
wiped out 5,600 jobs and 
liquidated $2.1 billion in 
pension plans.

(c) 2018 Hearst Communications, 
Inc. All Rights Reserved.

SAN ELIZARIO, TX – The 
San Elizario Independent 
School District (SEISD) has 
implemented a new camera 
system at the main entrances of 
Lorenzo G. Loya Primary and 
Josefa L. Sambrano Elementary. 
These new security measures are 
part of the district’s continued 
efforts to keep students safe and 
secure at all times.

The system is called “Secure 
Door Access” and it will 
require all visitors to buzz-in 
at the school’s main entrance 
and identify themselves before 
having access to the interior of 
the school.

“The purpose of this system is 
to provide our campuses with an 
extra layer to our already secured 
perimeter by incorporating 
technology,” said Horacio 
Hernandez, Technology Director 
at SEISD.

Once visitors buzz-in and the 
school’s office staff sees who is 
at the door through a TV monitor, 
they will then unlock the door 
remotely from the office. However, 
all visitors will need to be carrying 
their ID at the time of their visit.

“Safeguarding the well-being of 
all students and staff is paramount 
at our school,” said George 
Augustain, Principal at Lorenzo G. 
Loya Primary. “Our parents have 
expressed they are appreciative of 
the extra precautions our school 
has taken to ensure the safety of 

San Elizario ISD implements new security door system
By Hector Gonzalez
Special to the Courier

RING THE BELL AND SMILE – En-
try to Lorenzo G. Loya Primary 
and Josefa L. Sambrano Elemen-
tary schools in the San Elizario 
Independent School District is 
now regulated. The schools have 
a securty doorbell and monitor in 
place. People seeking admittance 
can be seen by school personnel 
before they are allowed to enter.

– Photos courtesy San Elizario ISD

their children. The increase in 
security has provided peace of 
mind to parents knowing their 
child’s safety is being monitored 
at all times.”

The “Secure Door Access” 
system will help restrict access 
to the school, ensuring that 
unauthorized visitors do not 
enter the building. Should a 
security threat arise, we can 
immediately employ other safety 

precautions and deny access to 
the unauthorized person(s).

For now, Loya Primary and 

Sambrano Elementary are the 
only schools in the district with 
this system.
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Super Crossword
ODD MUSICAL 

COUPLE
ACROSS

	 1	 Travel aimlessly
	 5	 Sport-_ (vehicle)
	 8	 Marsh fuel
	12	 See 124-Down
	15	 “Well, this _ 
surprise!”
	18	 Extents of estates
	20	 Enjoying an 
African trek
	22	 Biscotti tidbit
	23	 Start of a riddle
	25	 Swaying to and _
	26	 “Heaven Can Wait” 
director Lubitsch
	27	 “… _ will!”
	28	 Diplomatic agent
	29	 Do injury to
	30	 Keeps hold of
	33	 Brit’s 26th letter
	35	 Religious recluse
	37	 Riddle, part 2
	42	 Little guys
	46	 Socratic “T”
	47	 Inch or mile
	48	 Garden flowers, 
informally
	49	 Riddle, part 3
	55	 Part of a list
	56	 Thing pulled by a 
milker
	57	 Prefix with flooey
	58	 Mexican moola
	59	 Desertlike
	60	 Little tyke
	62	 Animal pen

	66	 “_ a loss for 
words”
	68	 Bar drink
	69	 Riddle, part 4
	73	 To the _ power
	76	 Replay mode, 
briefly
	77	 Sandy color
	78	 Crotchety
	80	 Runaway GI
	83	 Seized auto, e.g.
	85	 Ending for count
	88	 Made less harsh
	89	 Good score in 
diving
	90	 Riddle, part 5
	95	 Lauder of 
fragrances
	97	 James of “Slither”
	98	 “How pretty!”
	99	 “On the subject of 
…”
	100	End of the riddle
	106	Inhale
	107	“_ Bravo”
	108	50-50 chances
	113	Barren
	114	Pottery, e.g.
	117	Trident, e.g.
	119	The Evil One
	120	Pig _ poke
	121	Riddle’s answer
	125	VIP on the Hill: 
Abbr.
	126	Move to a new 
post
	127	Iffy issue
	128	Equine critter

	129	Get a total
	130	Hefty volume
	131	Put in words
	132	Got hold of

DOWN
	 1	 Less cooked
	 2	 Colour in a 
landscape
	 3	 “Looks _ 
everything”
	 4	 High-IQ 
organization
	 5	 “I hate this!”
	 6	 Driver’s prop
	 7	 Gas brand up 
north
	 8	 Forks over
	 9	 Many an MIT grad
	10	 “Even _ speak…”
	11	 Little mountain 
lake
	12	 Spiritual goal of 
Zen Buddhism
	13	 Hunted, with “on”
	14	 Lung-filling stuff
	15	 Inspire with foolish 
passion
	16	 Cry uncle
	17	 The “H” or “O” of 
H2O
	19	 Stuffy room
	21	 Footrace a little 
over 3.1 mi. long
	24	 Rice-sized pasta
	29	 Hatchet man’s 
roster
	31	 _ one (zip)

	32	 Kiss noise
	34	 Chinese 
statesman _ Xiaoping
	36	 Chow mein 
additive, for short
	38	 Immaculate
	39	 Co. board member
	40	 At the apex
	41	 J.D. Salinger 
heroine
	42	 Actress Innes
	43	 Vocalist Paula
	44	 Evade slyly
	45	 Litigious one
	50	 Fishing net
	51	 Black-and-white 
whale
	52	 Figure skater 
Johnny
	53	 Morales of “NYPD 
Blue”
	54	 Lover of Juliet
	61	 “American Beauty” 
actress Birch
	63	 Ending for Gator
	64	 Big name in SUVs
	65	 Cochlea locale
	67	 Madison Ave. 
solicitor
	70	 Future sign
	71	 Ray of _
	72	 Feels regret over
	73	 Ibis’ homes
	74	 Fido’s prize
	75	 Prefix with carbon
	76	 Rained pellets of 
ice
	79	 Probe org.

	80	 From the top
	81	 Pulled chicken 
leftovers?
	82	 Ottawa natives
	84	 Start of a fairy tale
	86	 Clog, for one
	87	 Oilcan part
	91	 Rove
	92	 Lion’s home
	93	 Native resident
	94	 Extremely, 
informally
	96	 Greek vowel
	101	Hankered
	102	Bobbin stuff
	103	NHL’s Toronto 
Maple _
	104	Time piece?
	105	Optional SAT part
	109	Egypt’s Anwar
	110	In _ (as yet unborn)
	111	_ diet (trendy 
regimen)
	112	Act stealthily
	113	Big name in credit 
cards
	115	Lickety-split
	116	The Magi, e.g.
	118	Fanzines, say
	121	Musical syllable
	122	“Grand Hotel” 
studio
	123	Big inits. for 
hunters
	124	With 12-Across, 
mud wrap locale

Answer Page 4

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

Something must change in the Dallas Cowboys camp

One of the virtues of life is having the 
ability to remain patient even though 
everything is falling apart around you.

To stay calm amid utter turmoil is 
something the average person just cannot 
do.

But one person is doing just that; 
he’s keeping things just the way they 
are, refusing to react negatively to the 
situation.

So you would think this kind of patience 
would be greeted with all kinds of praise.

The truth is, the patience on display is 
being scrutinized and questioned by many 
in the sports community – and with good 
reason.

Dallas Cowboys’ owner Jerry Jones 
has seen his team go from a contender in 
the NFC East, to a squad that is already 
looking for better things next season.

And yet, he’s decided to do nothing 
about his head coach.

The fact that coach Jason Garrett is still 
leading the Cowboys has some scratching 

their heads.
Garrett, who is now in his ninth season 

as the head coach of the Cowboys, has 
long been criticized for leading the team 
to complete mediocrity.

If this were the Detroit Lions or 
Cleveland Browns or Buffalo Bills or 
Tampa Bay Bucs, I could see it – but these 
are the Dallas Cowboys!

Big D is where players go to win 
championships. Well, I guess it used to 
be.

Oh, there are seasons when the Cowboys 
surprise everyone and put up 12 or 13 
wins. But those seasons end quickly with 
an opening-round loss in the playoffs.

A lot of fans and sports pundits 
were calling for Garrett’s firing after 
the Cowboys’ lack-luster home-field 
performance against the Tennessee Titans 
a couple weeks ago. With the inexplicable 
loss, the Cowboys fell to 3-5 on the season 
and are pretty much out of the playoff 
hunt for 2018.

But Garrett, who is beginning to 
resemble John Gotti at the height of his 
“Teflon Don” fame, has become in a sense, 
“untouchable.” His Cowboys rebounded 

to upset the Eagles last Sunday night to 
put all this “get rid of the guy” talk – even 
though their last series gave the Eagles an 
opening – aside for at least another week.

But is there any doubt that the Cowboys 
will respond with another disappointing 
performance next week. Under Garrett, 
that’s always been the case.

I can’t mention how many fans tell me 
they get so frustrated every time Garrett 
slaps a player on the butt who’s just made 
a monumental mental mistake.

I’ve never seen Garrett get mad at one 
of his players. Sometimes you have to get 
in a player’s face to get him to respond.

But no matter what the mistake, no 
matter how much it impacts the game, no 
matter if it even costs the Cowboys the 
game; Garrett will give the player a hug, 
a hand clap, and wish him well the next 
time he goes on the field.

These are not his kids; these are grown 
men who need to be called out if they 
make a dumb mistake or have any sideline 
meltdowns.

The Cowboys’ offense has deteriorated 
into a 1070s four-yards-and-a-cloud-of-
artificial turf type of rushing game.

When they throw the ball, it’s usually 
for no more than five yards down the 
field.

While the rest of the NFL is sprinting 
up and down the field, the Cowboys are 
moving at a snail’s pace.

Jerry Jones has either got to revamp 
the entire coaching structure or just keep 
expecting to finish in the middle of the 
pack every year.

One of the hallmarks of a consistent 
winner is just that – consistency. That’s 
one thing the Cowboys have lacked for a 
decade under Garrett.

One week they’ll upset the Eagles 
in Philly, the next week they fall to the 
Titans at home.

Gee, I wonder if that’s why they keep 
winning in New England. I’ve never 
seen Bill Belichick clap gleefully on the 
sidelines or slap one of his players on the 
butt as they’re coming off the field.

No one likes to see anyone lose a job. 
But let’s face it, these guys make millions 
of dollars every year so it’s not like Uncle 
Frank being laid off from the post office.

Then after Garrett, we can take a look at 
the rich General Manager!

County voters preferred 
Miguel Suazo with 66.79% 
of the votes over George P. 
Bush* who got 29.75% of the 
votes.

In the State Representative 
District 75 election, 
Democrat Mary Gonzalez 
will keep her seat after 
running unopposed in this 
election cycle. The same 
goes for three other state 
representative offices. 
Democrats – Cesar J. Blanco, 
District 76; Evelina ‘Lina’ 

Ortega, District 77; and Joe 
C. Pickett, District 79 – ran 
unopposed, thus all winning 
their re-election bids. 
Another Democrat, however, 
Joe Moody* received 
65.20% of the votes to 
overcome challenger Jeffery 
Lane at 34.80% to keep his 
District 78 position.

The new county judge for El 
Paso is Ricardo Samaniego, 
a Democrat who drew no 
opponent. He will take over 
duties from interim County 
Judge Ruben Vogt, who served 
Veronica Escobar’s one-year 
un-expired term.

Two county Democrats 

attracted no challengers in 
this election. Delia Briones 
will keep her El Paso County 
Clerk job and County 
Commissioner 2 David Stout 
will retain his seat. In the 
County Commissioner 4 race, 
Democrat Carl Robinson 
upset incumbent Andrew 
Haggerty, a Republican. 
Robinson received 57.96% 
of the votes and Haggerty got 
42.04%.

In the only contested justice 
of the peace election on the 
ballot, Stephanie Frietze, the 
Democrat, got 56.13% of 
the votes and Republican Ida 
Gardner got 43.87%.

Vote
From Page 1
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OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

DEAR DR. ROACH: I was a very active, healthy 68-year-
old until March, when I was hospitalized for two weeks for 
bilateral pneumonia. I was told by doctors at the hospital 
that it would take four to 
six weeks to get my health 
back. However, I experienced 
shortness of breath and bouts 
of coughing for months, and 
insisted on seeing a specialist 
three weeks ago. A CT scan 
and bronchoscopy showed 
symptoms typical of bird 
lung. We had a cockatiel for 
17 years! I am now taking 
prednisone and ibuprofen, 
which are helping to clear up the inflammation. I hope to be 
able to return to work soon. My family doctor and several other 
doctors I know said that they’d studied this at med school but 
had never seen it in their practices. I hope this serves as a 
warning to other people who might be tempted to buy a pet 
bird or to breed them. I was lucky, but someone in poor health 
might not have survived the deadly combination of pneumonia 
and bird lung.

“Bird lung” is a term that might refer to either of two 
possibilities. The first condition is “bird-fanciers lung” – 
essentially an allergic reaction to bird droppings, feathers 
and the proteins of various birds. It can look very much like 
pneumonia, with abnormal chest X-ray findings that can be 
indistinguishable. The only cure is to get away from the source 
of the allergens, but prednisone might be necessary in severe 
cases. It is not an infection.

The second possibility is an infection called psittacosis 
(sit-a-CO-sis), caused by the bacterium Chlamydia psittaci. 
Cockatiels are commonly infected by this organism, and 
the birds do not always appear ill. Psittacosis can be a very 
severe illness, potentially affecting multiple systems, but it 
usually responds rapidly to appropriate antibiotics, such as 
tetracyclines.

Given your history, I suspect that bird-fancier’s lung, also 
called hypersensitivity pneumonitis, is more likely. It sounds 
like your specialist is treating you appropriately.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I read that microwaving food can cause the 
food to lose nutritional value or even to become carcinogenic. Is 

Was case of ‘bird lung’ 
an allergy or infection?
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•  “I have two guest 
bedrooms that hardly get 
used until holidays. I keep 
the beds made up, but when 
I am expecting guests I 
will usually strip the beds 
to freshen the sheets and 
blankets. I toss the sheets 
into the dryer with a fabric-
softener sheet and hang 
the blanket outside in the 
sunshine for several hours. 
It always does the trick, and 
I don’t need to wash linens 
that are already clean!”

– U.C. in California

•  According to an eBay 
survey, more than half of 
Americans (56 percent) 
have unused smartphones 
in their home and nearly half 
(48 percent) have thrown 
away a smartphone that 
they no longer use. If you 
have unused smartphones 
hanging around, why not 
offer them up for sale. eBay 
has a kit to make it easy to 
value and sell your device, 
or use other local services, 
like Facebook’s marketplace 
option or Craigslist. Be sure 
to factor in shipping or meet 
in a safe place to conclude 
your transaction – like a local 
police substation!

•  No time for making scratch 
dinner rolls for Thanksgiving? 
Here’s a way to make store-
bought rolls look and taste 
delectable: Reserve a small 
bit of any fresh herbs you 
used for seasoning your 
turkey or dressing. Finely 
chop it. Brush warmed 
rolls with melted butter, 
and sprinkle with the finely 
chopped herbs and some 
flaked salt.

•  It’s still not too late to get 
a flu shot, which is the No. 1 
way to avoid getting the flu 
this season. Here’s No. 2: 
Keep your hands clean and 
away from your face – that’s 
eyes, nose, ears and mouth.

•  Snow flurries got kids down 
unexpectedly? Give them a 
little extra traction on their 
bike tires with the addition of 
well-spaced zip ties. About 
30 per tire, a couple inches 
apart. Just be sure they’re 
not too tight.

Send your tips to Now Here’s a 
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803. (c) 2018 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

In July 1973 a fire broke 
out in the National Personnel 
Records Center in St. Louis. By 
the time it was finally put out 
four days later, with the help 
of firefighters from 42 different 
jurisdictions, as many as 18 
million personnel files were 
lost, accounting for 80 percent 
of the Army’s records and 
75 percent of the Air Force’s 
holdings. Records that weren’t 
burned were soaked by millions 
of gallons of water. Employees 
were able to save 6 million 
records in that soggy condition.

A federal bulletin went out 
ordering other agencies to 
cease disposing of any records 
that might help re-create the 
lost files. But reconstructing 
so much information, from 
military hospitals, Selective 
Service records, pay vouchers 
and Department of Veterans 
Affairs claims, can’t replace 
those millions of lost records.

The biggest problem was 
how to dry the waterlogged 

Still seeking records 45 years after fire
records before mold took hold. 
McDonnell Douglas stepped 
up and offered its vacuum-dry 
process chamber. Thousands of 
cartons of wet, damaged files 
were delivered and subjected 
to freezing and drying in an 
attempt to save them.

The records lost are from 
Army personnel discharged 
Nov. 1, 1912 to Jan. 1, 1960, and 
Air Force personnel discharged 
Sept. 25, 1947 to Jan. 1, 1964 
with names alphabetically after 
Hubbard, James E.

If you apply for records on 
yourself or a relative now and 
the records were lost, all you 
might get back is a certificate 
of service, and that’s only 
if you can supply a lot of 
information. 

Do you have a stack of 
records in your family files? 
Consider contacting the records 
center and asking if they need 
them. Future generations could 
benefit from the information 
you have sitting in a box in the 
closet. Write to the National 
Personnel Records Center at 1 
Archives Drive, St. Louis, MO 
63138.

____________________

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

Send Your
Newsbrief To:

wtxcc@wtxcc.com

this true? – S.G.

Not really. Heating food does 
cause some nutrients, such 
as vitamin C, to break down. 
But microwaves don’t do that 
more than any other cooking 
method does. In general, the 
longer a food is kept very hot, 
the more nutrients are lost. So 
quick heating keeps in the most 
nutrients. Quickly steaming is 
another way. That’s essentially 
what a microwave does, since 
it heats water molecules very 
efficiently, steaming the water 
contained in food or that you use 
to rinse it. In fact, microwaving 
may be better than boiling, since 
many nutrients can be lost in the 
water if you just throw it out.

As far as carcinogens (cancer-
causing chemicals) go, these 
are products of very high heat, 
especially grilling meat. Because 
microwaves can heat unevenly, 
some areas of the food can get 
very hot while others stay cold, 
which is why it’s best, when 
microwaving, to cook for a 
short while and allow the heat 
to distribute itself before heating 
further or serving.

Dr. Roach regrets that he is 
unable to answer individual 
letters, but will incorporate them 
in the column whenever possible. 
Readers may email questions 
to ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu. To view and order 
health pamphlets, visit www.
rbmamall.com.

______________________

(c) 2018 North America Synd., 
Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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