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San Eli meeting

The San Elizario ISD Board of

Trustees Meeting will be held on

Wednesday, April 10 at 5 p.m. in

the Administration Offices at 1050

Chicken Ranch Rd. in San Elizario.
— Hector Gonzalez

Health fair
The Oz Glaze Senior Center will
hold a Health Fair April 13 from 9:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. There will be vision
screening, hearing screening and
many companies on site to explain
their services.

— Judi Verslype

Best taxpayer return
With Tax Day approaching, WalletHub
has released its latest analysis of the
U.S. tax landscape, an in-depth look
at the 50 states with the Best & Worst
Taxpayer Return on Investment in
2019 (ROI) as well as accompanying
videos. WalletHub used 30 metrics to
compare the quality and efficiency
of state-government services across
five categories — Education, Health,
Safety, Economy, and Infrastructure
& Pollution — taking into account the
drastically different rates at which
citizens are taxed in each state.
Taxpayer ROI in Texas was 7th,
ranking:
e 5th — Total Taxes per Capita
(Population Aged 18+);
¢ 34th — Education;
¢ 31st — Health;
* 39th — Safety;
* 18th — Economy; and
* 49th — Infrastructure & Pollution.
Visit https://wallethub.com/edu/state-
taxpayer-roi-report/3283/ for the full
report.

— Diana Polk

Stress levels

With April being Stress Awareness
Month and millennials reporting
the highest average stress levels of
any generation, the personal-finance
website WalletHub has released its
reporton 2019’s Most & Least Stressed
States as well as accompanying
videos. To determine the states with
the highest stress levels, WalletHub
compared the 50 states across 40 key
metrics. The data set ranges from
average hours worked per week to
personal bankruptcy rate to share of
adults getting adequate sleep. Texas

See BRIEFS, Page 5

It’s a mistake to believe that government
can give things to some people without
first taking them away from others.

— Quips & Quotes

— Photo from Internet
REALLY SHALLOW - Elephant Butte Lake (above), the largest reservoir in New Mexico, bottomed out at just three percent of capacity
a year ago. That is the lowest level since the early 1970s though there has been a slight uptick in rain and snow accumulation in the
mountains recently. The water marks on the land show just how much the water has dropped over the years.

Irrigation districts expect low water allotments

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

EL PASO COUNTY - Irrigation
districts, that serve West Texas and
Southern New Mexico farmers, have
been told that this year’s watering
allotments could be as little as a few
inches. The gloomy warning comes in
light of Elephant Butte Lake’s consistent

low levels. In mid-March, Elephant Butte
Lake was about ten percent full, according
to a recent report.

The Rio Grande waters flow into
Elephant Butte Lake where a huge
concrete dam holds back the meandering
river. From there, a canal system is used
to irrigate the sprawling cotton, pecan,
alfalfa, chile, and other vegetable fields
that thrive in Dona Ana, New Mexico and
El Paso, Texas counties. When available,

By Christy Flores-Jones
Special to the Courier

EL PASO COUNTY - The Socorro
Independent School District has earned
its third consecutive Best Communities
for Music Education Award from the
National Association of Music Merchants
(NAMM) Foundation. The prestigious
award recognizes school districts who
provide access to music education and
the arts to ensure all students receive a
well-rounded education.

Team SISD is the only district in the
region and one of 623 honorees in the
nation to be recognized as a leader in
music education.

“This national recognition is a
testament to the hard work and
dedication of our teachers, students and
staff,” said Armando Martinez, SISD
director of fine arts. “Being awarded

Socorro ISD named music education leader

Best Communities for Music Education
for three consecutive years is areflection
of the support and belief by SISD in the
importance of music education and the
impact it has on the development of
each individual student. Team SISD
truly provides endless opportunities in
all facets of life.”

SISD qualified for the Best
Communities for Music Education
Award based on funding, staffing,
commitment to standards and access to
music instruction. SISD students can take
numerous music courses and participate
in award-winning music programs
including band, mariachi, guitar, piano,
orchestra, fiddle, and choir. SISD also
offers formal music instruction in general
and IB music, music appreciation, music
history and music theory.

This school year (2018-2019) all

See Music, Page 4

the river water also provides a portion of
El Paso’s drinking supply.

Elephant Butte Lake — located near
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico
about 125 miles west of El Paso County —
is governed by the Rio Grande Compact.
The Rio Grande Compact is an interstate
agreement signed in 1938 between the
states of Colorado, New Mexico and
Texas and approved by the U.S. Congress,
to equitably apportion the waters of the
Rio Grande Basin.

Local area farmers received the bleak
forecast for the upcoming irrigation
season during a recent Elephant Butte
Irrigation District (EBID) board of
directors meeting. Dr. Phil King, water
resources specialist for EBID, noted that
total usable project storage currently sits
at just 118,563 acre-feet. “The bottom line
is we’re at 5% storage in Elephant Butte;
we’re looking at a late May, early June
release,” he said, “and are anticipating
only four to eight inches in the final
allotment. It is bleak.”

This region’s present-day irrigation
system actually began in 1916, when
the United States Reclamation Service
(today’s Bureau of Reclamation)
completed Elephant Butte Dam on the Rio
Grande. The dam, named for a distinctive
rock formation that juts from the center of
the reservoir, not only makes a dependable
water supply possible, but also Elephant
Butte Lake has a storage capacity of more
than 2.2 million acre-feet, making it the

See WATER, Page 5
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Scholarships available for survivors of domestic violence

By Elhiu Dominguez
Special to the Courier

EL PASO COUNTY - The
application period is open for
survivors of domestic violence
to apply to receive up to $2,000
from the 2019 Cycle for Change
Scholarship ~ Program.  The
program started 6 years ago with
the goal of providing domestic
violence survivors with financial
assistance to support them in
their effort to break the cycle of
violence.

To be eligible for the
scholarship the applicant must

be a primary survivor of intimate
partner domestic violence, sexual
assault or stalking; reside in the
El Paso County (regardless of
immigration status), and submit
an application before April 26,
2019.

All applicants must submit a
personal statement of no more
than 1,500 words, outlining their
journey as a domestic violence
survivor, the intended purpose
of the scholarship, and how the
scholarship would promote their
personal growth and/or self-
esteem. The personal statement
may be in the applicant’s
preferred language.

Elizario.

e No Trailers.

e or smaller.

agricultural tires.

wm=m, Public Notice
City of San Elizario

Tire Amnesty Day in San Elizario

The City of San Elizario is conducting a Tire
Amnesty Day for Residents of the City of San

Date: Saturday, April 13, 2019
Time: 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (or until capacity)
Location: 1201 Herring Rd., San Elizario, TX 79849

e City of San Elizario Residents only — Driver’s
License or ID required.

No tire companies please.
* Only passenger tires will be collected, 17 inches

e No commercial vehicle tires accepted: heavy
duty/bobcat tires; semi-truck; tractor trailer, or

More information at info@cityofsanelizario.com
or call (915) 974-7037 / 974-8766.
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El Paso County Attorney Jo
Anne Bernal explained that
“the scholarship monies may be
used to pay for costs associated
with furthering one’s education
or for therapeutic services, or
any activity that a survivor
can articulate will help her in
guaranteeing she will never be

a victim of domestic violence
again.”

“It is very important for the
public to know that all Cycle
for Change scholarships are gift
scholarships and do not have to
be repaid,” Bernal concluded.

The Cycle for Change program
is a collaborative between the

County Attorney’s Office and the
shelter Villa Maria. All the funds
for the scholarship program are
raised in a yearly cycling event
held in the month of October at
Gallegos Park.

Visit www.cycled4change.org
for complete details about the
scholarships or to apply for one.

FOOd fOr thought By John Grimaldi
The boss 1s no longer the old man

The boss is not the old man anymore. Young
so-called “digital leaders” are taking over as top
dog in many companies these days, using their
knowledge of technology to trump the wisdom
of seniority, reports the Association of Mature

American Citizens (AMAC).

But, says AMAC president Dan Weber, older
Americans are still very active these days and
most of them don’t like the idea of giving up their

careers.

“Seventy is the new 50, but some seniors feel
like they are 40 years old again. They are not
only living longer, they’re living healthier, more
active lives and so the concept of retirement has
undergone a remarkable change.”

the workforce. “It simply means that there’s a new
role for older business men and women to play, as
Chip Conley describes it in his book, Wisdom At
Work: The Making of the Modern Elder.

The fifty-eight-year-old entrepreneur Conley

was a very successful hotel executive. He owned a

chain of 58 boutique hotels, which he sold in 2010.
A few years later he took a job at Airbnb as the
in-house mentor to Brian Chesky, that company’s

CEO. Conley says that he quickly learned that the

longer applies.

notion of revering seniors in the workplace no

It used to be that traditional elders were held in
reverence for their wisdom, but in this day and age

they are appreciated for their relevance “because

So, according to Weber, younger bosses does not
mean that seniors are no longer an important part of

m SAVE A LIFE. DON'T DRIVE HOME BUZZED.
Guwal BUZZED DRIVING IS DRUNK DRIVING.

See BOSS, Page 5
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On Russia, Trump acted innocent

The release of Robert Mueller’s
finding that Donald Trump didn’t
collude with Russia should settle
a question his critics — and,
quietly, some of his allies — have
asked repeatedly over the past
two years: Why was he acting so
guilty?

It turns out that he was acting
innocent, only in a typically
combative, over-the-top Trump
fashion.

The left and the media were
never willing to credit the idea
that Trump sincerely believed
that he was being treated unfairly
— because he was.

When Trump said in his
infamous Lester Holt interview
that the Trump-Russia thing
“is a made-up story,” he wasn’t
confessing to obstruction of
justice; he was stating a fact
that the Mueller probe would
establish 2,800 subpoenas and
nearly 500 search warrants later.

The prudent thing for Trump
to do once the Mueller probe
got going would have been to
cooperate without complaint and
bide his time awaiting his eventual
vindication. Instead, Trump fought
like a caged animal (while actually
cooperating with the probe).

Trumpis acreature of the media
and cares a lot about what is said
of him. So imagine him sitting in

the White House and watching
the media constantly suggest that
a smoking-gun Russia-collusion
revelation is just over the horizon,
that the walls are closing in, that
he might be guilty of one of the
worst political crimes committed
in the history of the republic —
and all the while knowing that it
wasn’t true.

It’s very easy to be relaxed
about someone else’s reputation.
We saw this during the
Kavanaugh controversy
when progressives
were

s ¥
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outraged that Brett Kavanaugh
got emotional about being falsely
accused of gang rape. Trump,
apparently, was supposed to be
cool and nonplussed about being
accused of treason.

Of course, he wasn’t, and
got caught in an endless
feedback loop with the press.
He’d be presumed guilty in the
coverage, he’d lash out, and
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then commentators would take
his reaction as further evidence
he was guilty. For two long
years.

As recently as a couple of
weekends ago, an epic Trump
tweet-storm was taken as a sign
that he was completely panicked
over the impending Mueller report.

It didn’t occur to anyone that
he might be acting out of a sense

of aggrieved (although

often self-defeating)
innocence. This is
what got the

9
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in the first place. Trump fired
James Comey because the FBI
director refused to state publicly
what he told Trump privately
— that the president himself
wasn’t under investigation.
The fallback position of
Democrats now is that they can get
Trump for obstruction for all his
impure thoughts about a probe that
reached its conclusion unimpeded,
and that found no underlying
Russian collusion to cover up.
This was Watergate without the
break-in and the Lewinsky affair
without, well, the Lewinsky affair.
A news industry that should
have a healthy skepticism could
never apply any skepticism to its
own narrative and assumptions.
And so, on the question of Russia
collusion that put a cloud over the
White House and dominated the
past two years of our public life,
Donald Trump was a more reliable
narrator than the media that so
self-righteously scorns him.

Rich Lowry is editor of the
National Review. (c) 2019 by
King Features Synd., Inc.
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San Eli ISD Board visits all campuses, gives LSGEC presentatlon

By Hector Gonzalez
Special to the Courier

SAN ELIZARIO - It has
been six months since the
Texas  Education  Agency
(TEA) selected the San Elizario
Independent School District
(SEISD) as one of eight Texas
school districts to be part of the
inaugural Lone Star Governance
(LSG) Exemplar Cohort. Since
then, the district’s Board of
Trustees, Superintendent, and
faculty and staff have been
hard at work in an effort to take
the school district to the next
level.

San Elizario ISD’s Board of
Trustees have made it a point
to visit all of the district’s six
campuses to give teachers a
special presentationonimproving
student outcomes and to answer
any questions they might have
about LSG.

“We want to begin the two-
way communication between
board members and faculty,”
said Sandra Licon, Board Vice
President. “We want our teachers
to know that we are here for
them and that we need to work
together in order to reach our
goals as a district.”

April Marioni, Principal at

- J— J—
1973

| 2019

GEMS, said her
teachers were
very receptive
and the Board’s
presentation
helped set the
tone as to what
direction  the
school district
is headed.

“ T h e
presentation
at our campus
went very
well,” Marioni
said. “It says
a lot when
our board
members
come down
to our school

— Photo courtesy San Elizario ISD

PIONEERS - Armando Martinez, Board Trustee; Becky Romero, Board Trustee; Sandra

and speak to
our teachers
directly, in this
case about LSG. It shows they
are a very supportive Board
whose main goal is student
outcomes.”

Adriana Castruita, a 7th grade
Social Studies teacher at GEMS,
said the Board’s presentation
on student outcomes was
informative.

“The presentation provided
teachers with a clear guidance
about the district’s goals,” she
said. “I also think it was nice to
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see our board members visit our
campus and ask for our input.
That shows our voice matters
and they are with us every step

of the way.”

The LSG Exemplar Cohort is

Classified Ads

JOBS
POSITION OPEN

Socorro
Independent
School District

Heating,
Ventilation and
Cooling (HVAC)

Teacher at
El Dorado High
School

Minimum
Qualifications:

1) Certified
Vocational Trades
& Industry/Trades
& Industrial
Education in
HVAC; or

2) Degreed -
Associate’s
or Bachelor’s
Degree with a
current Industry
Certification
preferred with 3
years within the
last 8 years of full-
time wage-earning
experience in
HVAC; or

3) W/O Degree -
Must have 5 years
within the last 8
years of full-time
wage-earning

experience in
HVAC,
Current  Industry

License/Certificate.
« All candidates
must be accepted
to or have
completed an
approved educator

preparation
program.

» Position requires
candidates to
provide students
the opportunity
to participate in
SkillsUSA and be
wiling to teach
evening classes,
three times a week
to Adult Education
classes (additional
pay will be provided
accordingto District
guidelines).

* The following
documents are
required to be
attached to the
online Application:
Current  resume
(mustbe submitted/
uploaded within
one (1) year) and
a Statement of
Qualifications
(SOQ).

* Visit:
https://my.sisd.net/
public_apps/
jobs/postings/
2type=Certified
for full job posting/
instructions.

For questions
about this posting,
please contact:
Amanda Acosta,
abecht@sisd.net
or call (915) 937-
1608.

Socorro ISD is
EOE

WTCC: 03-28-19
04-04-19

Licon, Board Vice President visited all six San Eli campuses. Above, Licon answered
a question about being part of the inaugural Lone Star Governance (LSG) Exemplar
Cohort program.

designed for high-performing
local governing teams — school
board members and their
superintendents — that want to
continue honing their focus on
improving student outcomes.

Music
From Page 1

elementary students are taking
a music course, 51 percent of
middle school students are
taking a music class, and 30
percent of high school students
are enrolled in a musical
program. In addition, 66 percent
of SISD’s 46,900+ students have
experienced music education at
their schools.

“It is a great honor to receive
the NAMM Best Communities
in Music Education recognition
once again,” said Janet Lynch,
SISD  instrumental music
specialist. “We are so fortunate
to have highly qualified
teachers and award-winning
music programs in SISD.
These teachers and students go
above and beyond to achieve
greatness!”

Studies show that even a
few years of musical training
early in life improve how the
brain processes sound, and
benefits of early exposure
to music education last well
into adulthood, years after the
training has ceased, according
to the NAMM press release.
For more information about
the NAMM Foundation, visit
www.nammfoundation.org.

www.wtxcc.com « www.wtxcc.com o www.wtxcc.com ¢ www.wtxcc.com ¢ www.wtxcc.com
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BUT TRUE

By Samantha Weaver

o It was 20th-century
American writer, publisher,
artist and philosopher Elbert
Hubbard who made the
following sage observation:
“Genius may have its
limitations, but stupidity is
not thus handicapped.”

* According to historical
reports, in 1877 snakes fell
from the sky in Memphis,
Tennessee.

* When the bubonic plague,
more commonly known as the
Black Death, was at its peak in
Europe in the 14th century, a
wide variety of remedies was
prescribed, including smoking
tobacco, bringing spiders into
the household, inhaling the
stench from a latrine, sitting
between two large fires,
drinking red wine in which
new steel had been cooled,
and bathing in goat urine.

» Successful inventor and
businessman Thomas Alva
Edison received only three
months of formal education,
at a public school in
Michigan.

» The first photograph of a
United States citizen was
taken in 1839. The subject
was Samuel F.B. Morse, a
painter who also happened
to be the inventor of a single-
wire telegraph system and
developer of the Morse Code.

* You probably are aware of
the fact that slugger Babe
Ruth held the record for the
most home runs; you might
not know, though, that he
also held the record for the
most strike-outs.

* Those who speak English
call it a French kiss, but
those who speak French call
it an English Kiss.

* It was once the custom
among the Danakil tribe of
Ethiopia to mark a man’s grave
with one stone for each man he
had killed during his lifetime.

Thought for the Day: “If
a woman has to choose
between catching a fly ball
and saving an infant’s life, she
will choose to save the infant’s
life without even considering if
there are men on base.”

— Dave Barry

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.
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CryptoQuip
Answer

When frolicking with a
well-fed web-footed bird,
I suppose you’re playing

with a full duck.
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|in time

2| THE HISTORY CHANNEL
* OnApril1,1877, prospector
Edward Schieffelin begins
his search for silver in
southern Arizona. Later that
year, Schieffelin discovered
one of the richest silver veins

in the West. He named it the
Tombstone Lode.

* OnApril 2, 1972, silent film
actor and filmmaker Charlie
Chaplin prepares for his first
voyage to the United States
since 1952, when he was
denied a re-entry visa amid
questions about his leftist
politics. Chaplin returned to
acceptan honorary Academy
Award.

* On April 3, 1996, at his
cabin in Montana, Theodore
John Kaczynski is arrested
by FBI agents and accused
of being the Unabomber,
the elusive terrorist blamed
for 16 mail bombs that killed
three people and injured
23. “Unabomber” was an
acronym for university, airline
and bomber.

* On April 4, 1968, Martin
Luther King Jr. is shot to
death at a hotel in Memphis,
Tennessee. A single shot
fired from a nearby motel by
James Earl Ray struck King
in the neck. The death of
America’s leading civil-rights
advocate sparked a wave of
rioting around the country.

* OnApril 5,2000, Lee Petty,
an early star of NASCAR,
dies at the age of 86 in
North Carolina. Lee Petty
won more than 50 stock-
car races during his career,
including three NASCAR
championships and the first
Daytona 500, held in 1959.

* On April 6, 1896, the
Olympic Games, a long-lost
tradition of ancient Greece,
are reborn in Athens. King
Georgios | of Greece and a
crowd of 60,000 spectators
welcomed athletes from 13
nations.

* On April 7, 1776,
Navy Capt. John Barry,
commander of the American
warship Lexington, makes
the first American naval
capture of a British vessel
when he takes command of
the warship HMS Edward
off the coast of Virginia. The
capture turned Barry into a
national hero.

(c) 2019 Hearst Communications,
Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Send Your
Newsbrief To;
wtxcc@wtxcc.com
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— Photo by Alfredo Vasquez

WAITING FOR WATER - Irrigation canals, like this one in Mesilla Valley, are clean but dry as farmers along the Rio Grande hold out hope that
the El Niflo weather system will develop and save them from what could otherwise be another dry start to the next growing season.

Water

From Page 1

largest irrigation reservoir in the world at the
time of construction.

Because of the current low level, King
stated that he does not expect the irrigation
districts to get much water in the initial
allotments as the planting season begins.
Although, he pointed out that more accurate

totals would be available after the winter
snow packs in the project headwaters develop
over the next few months and provide the
runoff so desperately needed by agricultural
producers in the region.

“Basically, we will be living on inflow and
allotting it as it arrives. He emphasized that it
is crucial that farmers have this information
now to help them plan their early season
groundwater use,” King advised.

According to the National Weather

Service, an El Nino watch is in effect with
an 80 percent chance of this weather pattern
developing which could enhance rain
chances. However, King added that he is
not optimistic about the development of a
wetter than average pattern for West Texas
and Southern New Mexico.

“We have endured 16 years of drought,
and it looks as if this upcoming year will
continue to bring further challenges with
low water supplies,” King speculated.

Briefs
From Page 1

was 22nd in this study, ranking:

(1 — Most Stressed, 25 — Avg.)

e 4th — Avg. Hours Worked per Week;

e 34th —Share of Adults Getting Adequate
Sleep;

e 8th — % of Adults in Fair/Poor Health;
* 45th — Job Security;

¢ 6th — Median Credit Score;

* 32nd — Housing Affordability;

e 14th — % of Population Living Below
Poverty Line;

e 26th — Divorce Rate;

* 13th — Crime Rate per Capita; and

e 12th — Psychologists per Capita.

Visit https://wallethub.com/edu/most-

stressed-states/32218/ for the full report.
— Diana Polk

Surviving in style

The ultimate bomb shelter is for sale
— an $18 million, five-bedroom, six-
bathroom underground bunker complete
with a guesthouse, a pool and a spa.
It’s located in Las Vegas, NV and it
features a lighting array that mimics a
sunrise in the morning, balmy daytime
illumination and a sunset to put you to
sleep. The property listing boasts that the

“concrete and steel doomsday bunker
was designed to survive cataclysmic
events in comfort.”

— John Grimaldi

A truly Great Dane

A Great Dane named Cleo put the
maternity team at the Kingman Animal
Hospital in Arizona to the test recently. It
took 11 staffers to perform a C-Section
on the expectant mom that produced an
incredible litter of 19 pups, all of which
are “doing great” the hospital reported.
That is eleven more pups than the typical
Great Dane litter of 8 puppies.

— John Grimaldi

Boss

From Page 2 Forbes

that Conley got the idea for the
academy as he was writing his
book. “Right as I got the contract
to write the book, it became clear
to me that the number of people
who were feeling anxious and
bewildered in midlife was much
broader than I had expected. I
started asking myself: Where
do people go if they are silently
suffering through transitions?”

As he described
author of the Forbes article,
Richard Eisenberg, somewhere
between 45 and 65 years of age,
people begin to realize they are
growing old and many of them
can feel lost.

“The average longevity in the
United States in the year 1900
was 47. In 2000, it was 77. So,
we added 30 years of life in
one century. But that created
something that really didn’t exist

they’re as much of an intern as
they are a mentor.”

Conley says, “I started to
realize that there are some things
they [younger executives] could
teach me, like digital intelligence,
and there are things that I could
teach them, which is emotional
intelligence, leadership skills,
strategic thinking, etc. That is the
opportunity. How do we create an
intergenerational collaboration
like we’ve never seen before
because we have five generations
in the workplace at the same
time, for the first time?”

Conley’s book was published
last September and by November
he used the concepts he described
in it to create a new venture
he calls the Modern Elder
Academy. It’s a one of a kind
resort in the seaside town of El

Pescadero located on Mexico’s
Baja Peninsula.

magazine explains

it to the

before, which is midlife. That’s
why in 1965 the term midlife
crisis emerged. At that time,
midlife was perceived as 45 to
65 or 40 to 60. Today, I think
it’s 35 to 75 because people are
going to work longer and people
start feeling irrelevant earlier,”
explains Conley, noting that it is
one of the reasons the Modern
Elder Academy was created.
But, AMAC’s Weber points
out, there’s no dispute that many
older Americans need to continue
working past the traditional
retirement age of 65 to make
ends meet. But more and more
of them want to stay on the job
because it provides them with a
sense of contentment; working

makes them feel that they have
purpose.

The Academy may not be
for everyone. For one thing,
“tuition” for a one-week course
is as much as $5,000 and for a
two week Immersion Program,
you’ll pay up to $10,000.

The Association of Mature
American Citizens (http://www.
amac.us) is a senior advoca-
cy organization that takes its
marching orders from its mem-
bers. We act and speak on their
behalf, protecting their interests
and offering a practical insight
on how to best solve the prob-
lems they face today.

To Advertise Call 852-3235
Archives: www.wtxcc.com
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Spring brings warmth, wind, and the El Paso Chihuahuas

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

It’s windy and dusty and occasionally
cloudy, and that means one thing in El
Paso — spring is here.

The trees and bushes are in the process
of trading in their drab brown attire for
the perfect shade of green.

Birds are beginning to sing their songs
again, and something as simple as the
sound of a frustrated house fly caught
between the window and the blinds is
something we haven’t heard in months —
and a definite sound of spring.

Another unmistakable sound of spring
is the crack of a bat hitting a baseball into
the crisp evening darkness.

And in El Paso, that means it’s time for
Chihuahuas baseball.

Yes, that same Chihuahuas baseball that
many critics swore (or hoped for some
reason) would fail miserably.

Remember the assertions; that the
stadium was in a dangerous location, that
there was no parking available, that it was
too expensive, that the area was too small
for a sufficient Triple-A baseball stadium,
that the name was stupid and would never
catch on, that the whole idea would be an
economic disaster, and so on.

The El Paso Chihuahuas are entering
their sixth year and interest in the franchise
just keeps growing.

It’s true, they’ve been successful on the
field. El Paso has won their division for
four straight seasons, only missing the
playoffs in their first year of existence.

Heck, they’ve never had a losing
season. When the Chihuahuas failed to
make the playoffs in their inaugural 2014

campaign, they were 72-72.

But just like when the Diablos were
playing in Dudley Field in the 1970s,
the Chihuahuas have incorporated one
extra little nugget for the fans at every
game — fun.

As they promised before any player first
stepped onto the Southwest University
Park grass, the Chihuahuas have stayed
true to their El Paso baseball roots and
have given the kids of the area the kind of
memories their parents and grandparents
grew up with.

But here’s the kicker, the facilities, the
talent on the field, the concessions and
the attention to every detail, far surpasses
what we got at Dudley Field and Cohen
Stadium.

Sure, there are no kazoos or green
weenie flags (ask your parents), but the
total professionalism you experience with

By Laura S. Hoke
Special to the Courier

Awareness

TEXAS - April 1st marked the
first day of National Sexual Assault
and Prevention Month
(SAAPM). It takes place every April.
This month is dedicated to raising
public awareness about sexual assault
and educating communities about how
to prevent sexual assault, said the Texas
Association Against Sexual Assault.

“More than ever, we are hearing the
voices of survivors who are coming
forward after months, years, and even
decades of silence. This month is to
recognize them and also raise awareness
that sexual violence affects millions of
Texans every year,” said TAASA Chief
Executive Officer, Rose Luna. “While
our work is year-round, this month
allows us to focus our efforts on an
amplified message and the realities of

One-third of adult Texans

April is Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month

have

experienced some form of sexual assault
in their lifetime, with women (2 in 5) at
twice the risk of men (1 in 5). Ninety-

This

event

honors

percent of them will be assaulted by
someone they know. Another nine in 10
will not report the assault.

Throughout April, TAASA will be
hostingitsowneventas well as promoting
the work of other organizations working
to raise awareness during SAAPM.

These events include:

TAASA’s second annual Survivor
Hearts Community Celebration takes
place on Saturday, April 27th in Austin.
and celebrates
survivors and allies through artistic
expression. The centerpiece of the event
is an interactive community art piece
that highlights the prevalence of sexual
violence in Texas while offering words
of hope and solidarity to survivors and
their allies. The event takes place the
afternoon of April 27 at Space 24 Twenty

The Survivors Speak Healing Vigil
taking place Saturday, April 13 in Austin.
This event takes place in conjunction
with the observance of National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week (NCVRW) and
provides a safe space to share stories and
honor loved ones impacted by violence.
The vigil takes places April 13 at 6:00
p-m. at the Servant Church in Austin.

The Turn Texas Teal campaign goes
throughout the month. Starting in 2016,
TAASA launched its #TurnTexasTeal
initiative, which entails sharing the
campaign via Facebook, Twitter,
Twibbon, and Instagram to populate
social media with everything from
survivor stories to calls to action.
Advocates can change their social
media profile pictures, share posts, and
tell their own stories.

Communities across the state are also
participating in Take Back the Night walks
and rallies. Check with your local rape
crisis center to find out if they’re hosting a

the Chihuahuas is impeccable.

And fans who love to have fun, and I
guess that’s pretty much all of us, can expect
more of the same when the team opens the
2019 season this Thursday, at home against
the Las Vegas Aviators at 7:05 p.m.

Many of the same “theme nights” will be
returninglikeMilitary Mondays, Tuesdays’
Taco Tues & Brews, Wednesdays’ Seniors
Eat Free and Diablos Days, Thank You
and Thrifty Thursdays, Fetch the Fun
Fridays, Fireworks Spectacular Saturdays
and Kids Day Sundays.

Of course, a team named the
“Chihuahuas” will be bringing back their
Bark in the Park days, when fans can
bring their dogs to the game. Naturally
the dogs will receive giveaways on those
nights like a bow tie, a travel bowl and a
dog baseball hat with ear holes.

But as always, there will be some new
experiences for the fans.

One of the more unusual ideas is the
transformation of the team’s identity. On
five nights the team will no longer be
the Chihuahuas, they will be the El Paso
Margaritas — complete with lime green
uniforms. On those nights, fans will
receive giveaways like umbrella hats,
margarita coolers, margarita beach towels
and margarita Hawaiian shirts.

Also, the team unveiled a new “Howling
Dog” logo back in November and will
be giving away 1,500 “Howling Dog”
ponchos on April 16.

For the 30th anniversary of the baseball
movie “Field of Dreams,” the Chihuahuas
will bring in Dwier Brown, who played
Ray Kinsella (Kevin Costner’s dad).

Every time I watch that movie and
Costner’s character asked Brown at the
end, “Dad, do you want to have a catch,”
it brings tears to my eyes.

Well guess what, fans will get a chance
to have a catch with Dwier Brown after
the ballgame.

There’s a whole lot more, but I’ve run
out of room.

But spring is here and summer is on
deck — and that means EI Paso’s favorite
pastime — the Chihuahuas.

rape in our communities.” in Austin. TBTN or other events during April.
HALF WIT 76 Crimson or ruby 133 Essential 38 Trellis strip 87 Taj Mahal's city
ACROSS 77 Gas station filllup 134 Word that can 39 Light beige 88 Pew or sofa
1 Busy bugs amount follow the ends of 23-, 40 Insincerely 90 Artist Paul

5 As a matter of
routine

13 Take for granted
20 Snoozefest

21 Mogadishu native
22 Replaced the inner
layer of

23 Lego bit, e.g.

25 Witty adage

26 _-Saxon

27 Coral reef

29 _acids

30 Single-named
male model

35 Totally tidy

38 Lamb serving

44 Russian autocrat
45 Lentil, e.g.

46 Free speech org.
47 Tiny neighbor of
France

49 _asitis

51 Son of Poseidon
53 Totally evil

59 _ Bubba (bubble
gum brand)

60 Stadium cheers
63 “_gratia artis”
(MGM motto)

64 Comic actor Seth
65 Melodic, musically
67 _-Caps (candy)
68 Won gold or silver
70 Jacuzzi sites

73 New England soup

79 Water, to Yvette
80 Little chore

82 Mink relative

83 _ gestae (deeds)
84 With 120-Down,
like Siamese cats or
Frank Sinatra

85 Nasty whales

89 Like a scary ride in
a vehicle

93 Moe, for one

94 Tesla CEO Musk
95 African plain

99 Cajun cooking pod
100 Delighted

104 Lustful god

106 Not-quite-
identifiable cafeteria
food

108 Quality of 2% milk,
say

111 Agitate

112 Athenian
marketplace

113 Air traveler

116 Singer Cleo

121 Dodge SUV

124 Apt occasion for
this puzzle’s theme
129 Touched up, as
text

130 Home of St. Louis
131Give up, as
territory

132 Give a new look to

35-, 38-, 53-, 73-, 89-,
106- and 108-Across

DOWN

1 “Waterloo” pop
group

2 Gerund, e.g.
Calc prereq
Hawk

It follows chi
Actor Glass
“No way!,” in a text
Marvy

9 Cantina pot

10 Major melee

11 Georgia city

12 Kind of sock

13 Lead-in to fix
14 D.C.VIP

15 Inventor Howe
16 They follow rhos
17 Like green
bananas

18 Bully

19 “D.O.A" star
O'Brien

24 Tip, as a hat

28 Range ropes
31 “_for All Seasons”
32 Frank holder
33 “_be areal shame
if...”

34 Siouan speaker
36 Drawn tight

37 Brow shape

© N o oW

eloquent

41 Desk tray for to-
be-sent documents
42 Space balls

43 Pro-gun gp.

48 “ABell for _" (1944
novel)

50 Ranch group
52 Rowing tool

54 Garden tool

55 Where a
company’s leaders
meet

56 Eye lustfully
57 Essential

58 Winds down
60 Bialy, e.g.

61 Actor Butterfield
62 Class whose
students might cook
66 Post-op site

67 Mu _ beef

68 Paltry

69 Mesozoic _

70 Putinahold

71 Maze route

72 “Nay” sayer

74 Wine holders
75 Joanne of “Red
River’

78 On the house
81 Partofn/a

83 Flee hastily

84 Quail flock

86 Pepsi rival

91 Direction opposite
sud

92 Flee hastily

93 Cutty _ (clipper
ship)

96 Equine beast of
burden

97 High degree

98 School org.

100 Test-marking
teacher, e.g.

101 Lentil, e.g.

102 Holds dear

103 NBAer Kevin

105 Hoagie ingredient
107 Holler

109 Sweet treats

110 Easy two-pointer
114 Word before while
115 Go upward

117 Writer Sholem
118 Notion, to Pierre
119 Zip

120 See 84-Across
122 Styling goo

123 Shelley work

125 Ship’s record

126 Canine coat
127“... Mac _PC?”
128 Iraq export

Answer Page 4
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Comix

OUT ON A LlMB By Gary Kopervas

CoNGRATULATIONS ON
QETIING YOUR MERIT

T THINK [NSTEAD OF

"MEREDITH BADGES."

MERIT BADGES, THEY T WOULD BE
SHOULD CALL THEM TROVBLE IF THEY LET AVIET/
CIRLS INTHE BOY SCWTS. /| 2HE MIGHT

AMBER WAVES &y pave T. Phipps

<EE,TToLD YoU

i Buiy 6102

HEAR YOU.

594 S4B Y 9u) “IEAPAS oy

panD

Y TURN THE TV OFF
AND DO SOMETHING!

GERALD, GET OFF THAT )

/" GET OFF YOUR PHONE )
_AND DO SOMETHING!

'IT'S TOO QUIET. HE'S ON )
TO A NEW TECHNOLOGY.

$APUTER AS WELL. )

THE SPATS By Jeff pickering

" DOYoU WANT \ -
T0 HEAR A
FUNNY JOKEP

NO, JUST TELL
ONE OF YouR
USUAL ONES.

L E

A

i
I
I

TS

www kingfeatures.com www,rfdcomi_:.weehlif.c

il

K.~

{AAAH! THE RETURNIN’ ROBIN'S'
SONG OF SPRING!

TRANSLATION: %

YOU PEOPLE STAYED
HERE ALL WINTER?!!

A WHATTA YA, NUTS ?!!

f-';];/

‘Burning’ tattoo
forces halt to MRI1

DEAR DR. ROACH: Can you please explain how an MRI
machine affects the pigment in a tattoo? My friend’s MRI
procedure was stopped because she was experiencing a
burning sensation at her lower
eyelids, which had previously
been tattooed with black ink.
Does this happen only with
black ink? Which colors are
safer? — J.H.

Reactions between the ink
in tattoos and MRI scanners
are well-documented in the
literature. Some inks — mostly
black, red and brown — are
made with iron or titanium oxides. Only 1.5 percent of people
with tattoos have reported bad experiences in MRI machines.

Iron and titanium oxides conduct electricity, and the strong
magnetic field in an MRI scanner can cause a current to travel
between different tattoos or different portions of a tattoo —
especially those with loops in the pattern. The electric current
causes heat, and even can cause minor burns. Cold packs or ice
placed on the area during MRI can minimize damage, but some
MRI facilities will not perform an MRI on tattooed individuals,
especially if the tattoo covers a large area.

If a magnet draws up the skin with a tattoo, then that area
is at risk.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I recently was diagnosed with transient
global amnesia. 1 had never heard of this. My primary care
doctor sent me for further testing, which included an MRI and
MRA with contrast, and a CT scan. All were normal. Can you
elaborate on this condition? — M.T.M.

Transient global amnesia is a cause of retrograde amnesia
(“retrograde” meaning you don’t remember things from the
past, usually the past day to a month, but sometimes longer;
“anterograde” means memory loss forward from the time of the
event). Its cause is unknown, but it occurs more frequently in
men and women over 50. Your doctor ordered the appropriate
tests to make sure it wasn’t a transient ischemic attack or stroke.
Epilepsy sometimes can look similar to TGA, so sometimes an

EEG is obtained.

As scary as it sounds, TGA usually doesn’t happen again and
doesn’t predict a higher risk of developing memory troubles,

See HEALTH, Page 8

FOOd fOI' thoug ht By Glenn Mollette

Presidenual adverusing: Who will turn itdown?

Almost  any  newspaper,
television station and social
media venue will sell advertising
- to anybody. How many media
outlets in this nation have the
resources to investigate every
or any would be advertising
purchaser? What if the advertiser
wants to spend one million dollars
through your local television
station? What if they want to
spend it through a global media
outlet like Facebook or Twitter?
This is precisely what happened
during the past Presidential
election. People connected to
Russia bought advertising to the
tune of 1.2 million dollars per
month on social media sites.

We’ve read and heard that fake
advertising agencies conspired
to buy the advertising and were
even promised 15 percent of
Twitter’s total available ads at
one point. Another story cited
that “people” connected to Russia

purchased 350 different ads.
Special Counsel Robert Mueller
unveiled the details early last
year of an alleged widespread
and coordinated campaign by
Russians to influence the U.S.
Presidential election in favor of
Donald Trump. We also learned
last year that ads were purchased
against Hillary Clinton and also
in favor of Bernie Sanders.

Recently we have learned that
President Trump has been cleared
of collusion with the Russians
pertaining to his previous
Presidential campaign.

But back to the advertising.
Media outlets across the planet
employ people, and often on
commission, to sell advertising.
If someone calls a small town
paper and wants to buy $50,000
worth of advertising, who is
going to turn it down? We can
move this up to small network
television stations or even

national networks such as NBC,
CBS or ABC or CNN or Fox...
etc. The stations survive, thrive or
die based on advertising revenue.
Any political action committee
in America can send someone
with a brief case and a check to
meet with the “sales Manager”
of whatever entity and walk out
with bought advertising.

Throughout  our  country
candidates are receiving lots
of money from political action
committees from other states.
In 2012 Preston Bates and John
Ramsey of Texas, via their
Super Pac pumped $900,000
into Thomas Massie’s Northern
Kentucky Congressional
campaign  running  mostly
negative ads about his opponents.
No media outlet turned any of
that money down and Massie
won.

This is America and we have
freedom of speech and freedom to

use all kinds of weird ads for and
against political candidates. Most
of us are tired of the political ads.
How many of us believe half of
what we see and hear in political
ads aired on TV or viewed on the
Internet? We doubt most of what
we read, hear and see especially
when the ads are condemning
a political opponent. Yet, even
in a non-Presidential season
last fall the dollars spent were
staggering. Broadcast television
advertising was 3.5 billion and
over 1.7 billion was spent on
digital advertising - primarily
Facebook and Google. Over $600
million was spent on newspapers
and magazine advertising while
$689 million was spent on radio
political advertising according to
a Forbes report.

How many new cars, houses
and condos are paid for by oodles
and oodles of political campaign
money? How many media

owners become millionaires
again and again every political
campaign? Mark Zuckerberg
did not become worth 62 billion
dollars by telling his advertising
executives to spend hours or
days trying to figure out exactly
all the where and whys of all the
money that has streamed right
into his pocket. Oh, of course
now Facebook is tightening
things up we hear.

Another Presidential election
is coming and this time we could
have Cuba, China or even North
Korea buying political ads. The
ads could be bought under the
guise of “The John Doe-Sally
Smith”  Advertising Agency
representing the “Crazy Zombie
Political Action Committee” of
Mud Creek, California. When
the advertising budget for a
million dollars or more is placed
on the table, who is going to turn
it down?
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but there isn’t enough information
for me to make a recommendation
for stem cells in COPD, for either
safety or effectiveness.

If you are going to look into it
further,Iwouldrecommenddoing
DEAR DR. ROACH: My wife so only as part of a clinical trial.
has COPD. She is not coping You can find out about clinical
very well. Her doctors are trials at www.clinicaltrials.gov. I
treating her with the standard was able to find some trials on the
medications. She has heard site that are recruiting subjects.
about an experimental treatment 1 also would recommend www.
where they take her stem cells closerlookatstemcells.org/ to
and make them into something anyone considering stem cell
that is inhaled. Have you heard treatment.
about this treatment? Is it safe?

Purple Heart vets will get new benefits

benefits. They’ll be able to shop combat injury happens but it’s
on base and use the recreation mild enough that the service
areas starting next year. In some member can be patched up and
states, their children will be go back into combat, does it
eligible for free tuition at in-state deserve a Purple Heart?
colleges. When it comes to work,
Purple Heart recipients are given
Purple Heart recipients will a 10-point preference in hiring
start receiving one additional for government jobs.
benefit in April — priority  Under certain circumstances
processing for initial disability a Purple Heart veteran can

stroke or epilepsy in the future.

'ETERAN

POST

bv Freddv Groves

(c) 2019 King
Features Synd., Inc.

Each treatment is $7,000. — J.W. claims. ¢ rece;vedexga I:;.?,ney (overﬁthe
Dr. Roach regrets that he is De'partment of  Veteran standar ' 1§a ility benefits).
Stem cells are cells that can wunable to answer individual | AIfairs  Secretary  Robert Call to inquire at 1-800-321-

Wilkie announced at a Senate 1080.

subcommittee meeting that  These benefits have been
beginning next month, Purple earned,andthere’snobigdispute
Heart recipients will get about that. If you’re wounded
priority processing when it in combat, you get a medal
comes to getting their disability But when it comes to going to
benefits on claims received on the head of the line for initial
\ or after April 1. that’s where opinions

This is in addition to existing are running hot. It’s possible to
medical benefits: No co-pays get a Purple Heart medal for a
for medical care and priority relatively minor combat wound
treatment at VA hospitals, that healed long ago, while
meaning that the veteran will some with much more serious
go into at least Group 3 when non-combat injuries are still
it comes to medical care. awaiting claims.

Outside the medical arena, Some things to think about:
Purple Heart recipients don’t If a serious injury happens
need to serve a certain length in a non-combat area, does it
of time to get full education deserve a Purple Heart? If a

GO FIGURE! byLindaThistle

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive

develop into many kinds of letters, but will incorporate them
mature cells. In theory, they can in the column whenever possible.
grow and replace cells that have Readers may email questions to
been damaged or destroyed due to  ToYourGoodHealth@med.cornell.
a disease process. Stem cells hold edu. (c) 2019 North America Synd.,
great promise for many diseases, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

4 CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

. If you’re forgetful,
experts say to “speak up”
when completing a task.
Not sure you turned off the
oven? When you take the
pan out, say, “I'm shutting
off the oven!” You’re more
likely to remember if you’ve
given vyourself a verbal
reminder.

claims...

Clue: J equals R

UYGS EJPFRQCRSD URKY T
UGFF-EGH UGI-EPPKGH

» Lock your device! Just as
you wouldn’t leave your door
unlocked, so too should
you not leave your phone
unlocked, particularly if you
have applications on your
smartphone which can be
easily accessed. Lock it up,
and be smart.

IRJH,
R BVNNPBG MPV’JG NFTMRSD

URKY T EVFF HVQC.

Answer Page 4
\ ©2019 King Features Synd., Inc. J

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

9

7

4

2

Answer Page 4

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the

numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢
€ Moderate € € Challenging

€ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

at the figures given at the bot-
tom and right-hand columns of
the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

DIFFICULTY: *x

* Moderate * % Difficult
* % * GO FIGURE!

X
|
N
©

29

o
A B B

112345679

©2019 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Answer Page 4

[2Lbe

14114
@/ \ /

NGRS

DOUBT?

cBuU

OR DARE!

ARDPEN

YMAPSL

CBMO

PLEEDO

PGA
MBPU
YESGRA
YIGB

MORCEH

FUSCR

YEPGA

©2019 King Features Syndicate. All rights reserved.

Unscramble these twelve letter strings to form each into an ordinary word
(ex. HAGNEC becomes CHANGE ). Prepare to use only ONE word from
any marked ( W) letter string as each unscrambles into more than one
word (ex. ¥ RATHE becomes HATER or EARTH or HEART ). Fit each
string’s word either across or down to knot all twelve strings together.

Answer Page 4

“Cut the bitterness in a cup
of coffee by adding a pinch
of salt. Enhance the flavor of
sweets with a pinch of salt.
Salt is my secret weapon!”

— F.L. in Alabama

» Cut cotton pads in half to
double your supply. They are
typically big enough for two
uses, and you can always
use two halves if you need
a whole.

‘Use correction fluid to
mask a scratch in a white
cabinet. If the cabinet has
a gloss on it, you can try
painting over the correction
fluid (after it has dried, of
course) with clear nail polish.
It won’t cover a big gash or
anything, but it's good for
little nicks.”

—J.B. in New Mexico

* “When you need to change
your password monthly, like
for work, you might benefit
from this motivational tip:
Choose a phrase to focus on
for the month. For example:
“Listening does more than
talking” can be translated
to “listening>TALK1ng” for
a strong, but motivational
password that you’ll have to
think about each time you
log in.”

—T.B. in Florida

Send your tips to Now Here’s a
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando,
FL 32803. (c) 2019 King Features
Synd., Inc.




