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Influence is like a savings ccount. 
The less you use it, the more you’ve 
got.

— Quips & Quotes
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San Eli meeting
The San Elizario ISD Board of 
Trustees will hold a meeting on 
Wednesday, May 8 at 5 p.m. in the 
Administration Offices at 1050 
Chicken Ranch Rd. in San Elizario.

Art on display
Metamorphosis Trash to Treasure 
III, an exhibition of art made from 
recycled materials will be on display 
through May 17 at the International 
Museum of Art (1211 Montana Ave.). 
The artists created the pieces for the 
annual contest in a community project 
spearheaded by El Dorado High School 
art teacher and event organizer Candace 
Printz. The event is part of the It’s 
Your World community art project, in 
which participants create artwork from 
recycled material and raises awareness 
about environmental conservation, and 
Green Hope Project, a new nonprofit 
that is an offshoot of It’s Your World. 
El Dorado students and community 
members involved in the project 
regularly take part in desert cleanups 
and turn the trash into art. The contest 
for the Metamorphosis exhibit invited 
all community members in the El Paso, 
Las Cruces and Juarez area to enter 
their artwork created from recycled 
materials. In addition to promoting the 
arts and recycling, the Metamorphosis 
exhibit supports non-profits in the 
area, such as the Chihuahuan Desert 
Education Coalition, which helps 
preserve the local land, and MuttLove 
Dog Rescue, which helps take care 
of abandoned or sick animals that the 
It’s Your World community project 
members have found at the desert 
cleanups. Proceeds from the sale of 
select works at the exhibit will go to 
one of these organizations or Green 
Hope Project. For more information, 
e-mail at itsyourworldproject@gmail.
com or visit the It’s Your World project 
website -http://itsyourworldproject.
wixsite.com/edhs-itsyourworld.

– Christy Flores-Jones

Scary furniture
The donations manager at a North 
Carolina thrift store was warned by 
the donor that the furniture in question 
was haunted. According to the store’s 
Operations Director, Elizabeth Brady, 
“he was told ‘you don’t want those, 
they’re haunted.’ And he said ‘well, now 
I definitely want them’.” The buyer, 
Ricky Scott, gladly paid $1,000 for the 
hand carved haunted bedroom suite 
saying, “maybe it will be a nice ghost.”

– John Grimaldi

– Photo courtesy San Elizario ISD

GOOOOAAL – The San Elizario High School (SEHS) Boys Soccer team is once again Texas champions for a second year in a row. 
The team defeated the Midlothian Heritage Jaguars in the UIL 4A Soccer State Championship on Friday, April 19 in Georgetown, 
Texas. It was an intense battle for the state title but in the end, the Eagles took the win with a final score of 1-0 in overtime. Victor 
Unzueta, junior forward, scored the winning goal of the game off of a rebound attempt from sophomore defender, Jonathan 
Carrillo. Unzueta was also named the MVP of the tournament. This is the third time in the last five years the SEHS Eagles have 
won State. The first time they became 4A State Champions was in 2015, followed by 2018 and 2019.

– Hector Gonzalez

San Eli soccer team brings home third state title

EL PASO COUNTY – The public is 
invited to join in a special celebration to 
recognize the successful campaign that is 
helping protect Castner Range as a natural 
open space.

The celebration, which is being hosted by 
Castner Heights Neighborhood Association 
(CHNA) in partnership with El Paso’s 
Frontera Land Alliance (EPFLA) and the 
National Conservation Lands Foundation, 
will be held beginning at 6 p.m., Saturday, 
May 4, at the KaBoom Party Hall (4601 
Hondo Pass, off Stahala Street). The event 
will include dinner, music, dancing, and 
speeches by local dignitaries and Castner 
Range supporters.

“We are saying ‘Thank you!’ to our 
members and the key supporters who 
helped in the Castner campaign-- folks 
who signed letters, worked booths, 
attended events, made donations, or 
just plain talked with their neighbors 
about the Range,” stated Janae Reneaud 
Field, executive director of the Frontera 
Alliance group.

Castner Range, which was an active 
artillery range from 1926 to1966, occupies 
11 square miles (7,081 acres) on the 
eastern slopes of the Franklin Mountains. 
The US Army/Fort Bliss owns the land, 
and because the potential for unexploded 
ordnance exists just beneath the surface 
throughout the range, it is mostly 
undeveloped today.

Since 1971, local area conservationists, 
environmentalists, and residents-at-large, 
have campaigned for the protection 
of Castner Range from real estate 
developers. And in 2015, EPFLA, the 
El Paso Community Foundation, and the 
Franklin Mountains Wilderness Coalition 

– Photos courtesy El Paso Frontera Land Alliance

FIELD OF GOLD – Castner Range provides the Franklin Mountains’ greatest concentration 
of natural springs and contains the most visually striking, complex geology. Floods from El 
Paso’s summer storms are channeled by Castner’s canyons and arroyos to native plants. 
Researchers have identified more than forty archaeological and historical sites on the 
Range including extensive collections of petroglyphs, remnants of abandoned tin-mining 
operations, and small stone structures, as well as pottery. In the spring, Castner Range 
explodes with color when wild Mexican Gold Poppies carpet the rugged desert terrain.

Castner Range supporters celebrate campaign

joined forces in what became a huge push 
to save Castner Range as a natural open 
area.

“Together, we gathered more than 
35,000 individual signatures asking then-
President Barack Obama to designate the 
Range as a National Monument. That 
didn’t happen, but thanks to the efforts of 
then-Congressman Beto O’Rourke, the 
2018 National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) contains Section 2846 which 
forbids all construction on Castner Range 
and therefore conserves and protects its 
ecological, scenic, wildlife, recreational, 
cultural, historical, natural, educational, 

and scientific resources,” Field explained. 
NDAA is the legislation that funds and 
governs the United States military.

“But what appears in one year’s NDAA 
can be changed in another year’s, so 
ongoing vigilance is needed to conserve 
Castner Range,” Field warned. “Public 
and private sector development of the 
flatter parts of Castner has long been a 
threat to this beautiful landscape, and the 
threat remains to this day,” she added.

For more information about the 
upcoming celebration, contact Field at 
(915) 351-8352, or send email to Janae@
Fronteralandalliance.org.

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier
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EL PASO COUNTY — The 
El Paso Community Foundation 
(EPCF) and its supporting 
organization, the Down 
Syndrome Coalition for El Paso 
(DSCEP), revealed plans during 
their The Whole Hog fundraiser 
for a tasty new business venture 
designed to employ people with 
special needs.

They are teaming with Dallas-
based Howdy Homemade Ice 
Cream to bring a franchise to 
El Paso. Howdy Homemade, 
which has 13 stores, is known 
nationally for its emphasis on 
employing people with special 
needs. This is just one part of the 

EPCF’s and the Down Syndrome 
Coalition’s commitment to 
provide employment to people 
with special needs.

The larger goal of the EPCF 
is to provide life and work 
opportunities for the special 
needs community. Recently, 
EPCF teamed with the national 
Project SEARCH, the Hospitals 

Business provides unique opportunies
of Providence and the Socorro 
Independent School District 
to provide internships for 
those with developmental 
disabilities.

The Down Syndrome Coalition 
for El Paso was founded in 
2015 to create a brighter path 
for the future of children with 
Down Syndrome and learning 
disabilities. It established Every 
Little Blessing, a preschool for 
children ages 18 months to 5 
years with Down syndrome. The 
DSCEP’s annual The Whole 
Hog barbecue is its largest 
fundraiser.

______________________

Eric Pearson is the President and 
CEO of the El Paso Community 
Foundation.

By Eric Pearson
Special to the Courier

Car insurance is expensive. 
The average adult in the U.S. 
spends roughly $1,000 per year 
on coverage, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics – 
more than we spend on fruits and 
vegetables, alcoholic beverages 
or our pets, for example. That 
helps explain why 64 million 
people, or 26 percent of us, 
say they want the cheapest car 
insurance rather than the best 
coverage, according to a new 
survey from the personal-finance 
website WalletHub.

A lack of financial literacy also 
plays a major role in consumers’ 
attitudes toward car insurance. 
Roughly 54 million people (22 
percent of U.S. adults) say they 
do not understand their car 
insurance, WalletHub found. In 
other words, as invested as we 
are in protecting our wheels, 
millions of drivers still need a 
learner’s permit when it comes 

to their car insurance policy.

Coverage confusion
Part of the reason for consumers’ 

uncertainty is the confusing 
hodgepodge of insurance 
companies and regulations that 
are sufficient to make even a 
knowledgeable shopper’s head 
spin. “There are at least three 
areas in which the state in which 
you live will affect how much 
you pay for coverage,” Douglas 
Heller, an insurance expert with 
the Consumer Federation of 
America, told WalletHub.

For starters, minimum coverage 
levels vary by state. “Second, 
each state monitors, or regulates, 
the insurance industry in 
different ways,” Heller said. “In 
some states, such as California, 
before raising or changing rates 
and pricing practices, insurance 
companies must go through a 
strict review by government 

actuaries, lawyers, and other 
experts to ensure that rates are 
not inadequate, excessive, or 
unfairly discriminatory.” The 
third reason, according to Heller, 
is that “states may have different 
risk profiles related to things like 
traffic density, road conditions 
and maintenance, weather, and 
the cost of injury care and car 
repair.”

This, along with a general lack 
of subject-matter understanding 
among consumers, may also 
help explain why 63 million 
people, or 25 percent of U.S. 
adults, have never switched car 
insurance policies. Picking a 
policy the first time may have 
been hard enough, and no one 
wants to trade down by mistake.

Unfair pricing?
There are also some trends 

in car insurance pricing that 
many consumers understand are 
happening but most do not agree 
with on the basis of fairness. For 
example, people with no credit 
pay an average of 67 percent 
more for car insurance than 
people with excellent credit. And 
two-thirds of WalletHub survey 
respondents believe it’s unfair 
for credit scores to affect car 
insurance costs. Yet most drivers 
don’t realize just how much of an 
impact their credit actually has.

Although just three states 
– California, Hawaii and 
Massachusetts – ban the use 
of credit data in car insurance 
pricing, “all should,” said J. 
Robert Hunter, director of 
insurance with the Consumer 
Federation of America. “It is a 
proxy for prohibited classes of 
income and race.” In other words, 
credit data could be a seemingly 
palatable way for car insurance 
companies to discriminate 
against certain groups.

Car insurance companies also 
factor gender and geography into 
policy pricing. And while the 
intent may be similar, consumer 
opinions on the practices are not 
entirely consistent. More than 
7 in 10 people say it’s unfair to 

include gender in car insurance 
pricing, according to WalletHub’s 
survey, but there’s a 50-50 split 
regarding the use of zip codes. 
It may just be that gender and 
geography, particularly the 
latter, have a legitimate role in 
insurance pricing given their 
impact on risk.

A “combination of road design, 
speed limits, enforcement and 
driving culture,” make it more 
risky to drive in some cities and 
states than others, said Robert 
L. Rabin, the A. Calder Mackay 
Professor of Law at Stanford 
Law School.

Differences in weather 
patterns, traffic congestion and 
crime are key underlying factors, 
too. “Often variations in rates 
are impacted by geography (and 
more specifically) weather,” said 
Susan A. Shaheen, co-director of 
the Transportation Sustainability 
Research Center at the University 
of California, Berkeley. Other 
important considerations include 
“city size and traffic congestion 
(which can contribute to higher 
accident rates), demographic 
variations in the average age of a 
metro area (younger drivers and 
older adults can be associated 
with higher levels of risk), and 
crime (both vehicle theft and 
vandalism).”

Next steps for drivers 
and legislators

At the end of the day, it’s clear 
that most drivers could use a 
refresher course on car insurance. 
However, our priorities seem to 
be in the right place, and new 
tools are making it easier than 
ever to find the best car insurance 
at the lowest price.

There are several steps in 
particular that cost-conscious 
drivers can take to save on car 
insurance. 

•  Take advantage of discounts. 
You may be able to get discounts 
if you are a veteran, get paperless 
statements, have a good driving 
record, bundle policies, are a 
student or have an anti-theft 
system, for example.

•  Build good credit. People 
with no credit pay 67% more 
than people with excellent credit 
on average.

•  Drive safely. Safe drivers 
with no history of accidents, 
tickets or arrests can look forward 
to cheaper rates than people who 
haven’t been as responsible.

•  Look locally. Plenty of car 
insurance companies only cater 
to customers in certain regions 
or states. These local insurers 

Insurance study
With average annual car 
insurance premiums on the 
rise, the personal-finance 
website WalletHub has 
released its 2019 report on 
the States with the Cheapest 
& Most Expensive Car 
Insurance, along with a 
review of Texas’ Best Cheap 
Car Insurance Companies. 
To determine the cheapest 
car insurance options in 
Texas and the U.S. overall, 
WalletHub obtained 206,974 
quotes across 47 states. Texas 
ranked 36th nationwide for 
cheap car insurance in this 
study (1: cheapest; 47: most 
expensive).  Other facts: 
• 54 million Americans say 
they don’t understand their 
car insurance.
• 75% of drivers say they 
want the best car insurance, 
not the cheapest coverage.
• 14% of people say they 
would not buy car insurance 
if not legally required 
(millennials are twice as 
likely than boomers to 
agree).
• 71% of people say it’s unfair 
for gender to be a factor in 
car insurance pricing, and 
65% feel the same way 
about credit scores affecting 
car insurance costs. 
Visit https://wallethub.com/
cheap-car-insurance/ for the 
full report.

Food for thought
64 million people prefer the cheapest 
car insurance to the best coverage

See INSURANCE, Page 7
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There was Bernie Sanders at 
a Fox News Channel town hall, 
not giving an inch in a forum 
every Democratic presidential 
candidate has shunned. 

His reward was a cataract 
of good reviews, and monster 
ratings. Sanders had a solid hour 
to try to reach people not favorably 
inclined to his worldview, at the 
very least demonstrating that he’s 
willing to show up outside his 
political silo. 

Why hadn’t any of the other 
Democrats done it before? 
Because they lacked the verve 
and ideological self-confidence 
of Sanders, as well as the 
independent streak to buck the 
Democratic Party’s attempt to 
hold the line against Fox. As a 
message candidate, Sanders is 
willing to take his anywhere. 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
miraculously transformed into a 
relatively moderate Democratic 
elder stateswoman, has been 
pushing back against the notion 
that she leads a Socialist Party 
defined by a few radicals in the 
House.

On “60 Minutes,” she 
stalwartly declared: “I do reject 
socialism as a economic system. 
If people have that view, that’s 
their view. That is not the view 
of the Democratic Party.” She 
dismissed the left wing in her 
caucus as “like, five people.”

In sheer numbers this is true, 

but it’s the wrong way to count. 
The fact is that the most 

compelling stars of the party are 
self-declared Socialists with a 
knack for generating controversy 
and media attention, and with 
committed mass followings. 
Pelosi might wish it weren’t true, 
but poll numbers, fundraising 
and follower counts don’t lie.

Sanders is reliably second – 

sometimes first – in national 
and state presidential polling. 
He’s outraised everyone else in 
the field and, with his massive 
small-donor base, probably can 
continue to do so for the duration. 
More than anyone else, he has 
defined the Democratic Party’s 
current agenda.

It’ll be much harder to maintain 
that the Democratic Party isn’t 
Socialist if it nominates one 
as its presidential candidate, 

Sorry, Democrats, your stars are Socialists
which everyone paying attention 
realizes is a real possibility.

If this happens, it won’t 
be the work of conservatives 
hoping to negatively brand the 
Democrats, but of the party’s 
faithful. The same goes for 
the prominence of Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez. She has been 
on the cover of Time magazine, 
Rolling Stone (with Nancy 
Pelosi), Hollywood Reporter 
and Bloomberg Businessweek. 
Annie Leibovitz photographed 
her for Vogue. She’s been 

interviewed by “60 Minutes.”
She was among the top 10 

House Democrats in fundraising 
the first quarter, and had the 
highest percentage of small 
donors (her ally, Ilhan Omar, 
also excelled).

It’s obviously vexing to Pelosi 
to see a House majority built 
by the careful avoidance of 
ideological extravagance and won 
in marginal districts hijacked, at 
least in terms of public attention, 
by a few freshmen and a 77-year-
old Vermont Socialist.

Yes, there are vast numbers 
of Democrats out there who 
aren’t on Twitter or Instagram. 
Maybe there are enough of 
them to nominate Joe Biden, or 
a Pete Buttigieg can win on a 
progressive platform clothed in a 
moderate demeanor. 

But the party’s stars will have 
something to say about it. The 
great Zionist Theodor Herzl 
maintained, “It is the simple and 
fantastic which leads men.” As 
Bernie Sanders showed, it’s also 
to be willing to go on Fox News.

______________________

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review. (c) 2019 by 
King Features Synd., Inc.
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•  It was industrialist Andrew 
Carnegie, who was born 
into a poor Scottish family 
and emigrated to the United 
States as a teen, who 
made the following sage 
observation: “There is not 
such a cradle of democracy 
upon the earth as the Free 
Public Library, this republic 
of letters, where neither rank, 
office, nor wealth receives 
the slightest consideration.”

•  You might be surprised 
to learn that the United 
States Department of 
Commerce has designated 
approximately 30 houses 
across the country as 
authentic haunted houses.

•  Despite the fact that 
95 percent of the world 
uses the metric system of 
measurement, we in the 
United States still stubbornly 
cling to the archaic units of 
measurement derived from 
the old British Imperial system. 
This hodgepodge ranges 
from the mile (originally the 
distance a Roman soldier 
could march in 1,000 double 
steps) to the foot (originally 
the length of Emperor 
Charlemagne’s foot, later 
“standardized” to the length 
of 35 barleycorns laid end to 
end) to a yard (the distance 
between King Henry I’s nose 
to his extended fingertips) to 
an inch (the length from the 
tip to the first joint of a man’s 
thumb).
 
•  You probably didn’t realize 
there’s a word for it, but a 
pregnant goldfish is called a 
twit.
 
•  A man named Robert 
Boyd entered a lingerie shop 
and attempted to hold up 
the store using a Japanese 
sword. A fan of video games, 
Boyd claimed in his defense 
that at the time of the holdup, 
he believed he was an elf.

•  In Switzerland, it is 
considered to be bad luck 
to tell anyone your baby’s 
name before it is born.

Thought for the Day: “A man 
may truly live in his dreams, 
his noblest dreams, but only, 
only if he is worthy of those 
dreams.”

– Harlan Ellison

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

CryptoQuip
Answer

Classic film about the
handcrafting of a fine

Indian stringed instrument:
“A Sitar Is Born.”

SAN ELIZARIO – The San 
Elizario Independent School 
District (SEISD) held its 2019–
2020 Teacher and Employee 
of the Year Awards Banquet 
to honor six teachers and six 
employees nominated by their 
campus for district-wide honors 
for their exemplary performance 
and commitment during the 
school year.

Cynthia Meza from Sambrano 
Elementary School was named 
Elementary Teacher of the 
Year and Nivia Garcia from 
Garcia-Enriquez Middle School 
was selected as the Secondary 
Teacher of the Year. Meanwhile, 
Patricia Cortez from Sambrano 
Elementary was selected as the 
District Employee of the Year. 
Meza and Garcia will advance 
to the next level of competition 
representing SEISD during the 
Region 19 Teacher of the Year 

San Elizario ISD names teachers, employee of the year
By Hector Gonzalez
Special to the Courier

– Photos courtesy San Elizario ISD

Cynthia Meza, left, is San Elizario ISD’s Elementary Teacher of the Year and Nivia Garcia, center, is the 
Secondary Teacher of the Year for the District. Patricia Cortez is the District’s Employee of the Year.

selection process to take place 
this summer.

Meza has been with San Elizario 
ISD for over 12 years and has 
taught 4th and 5th grade. Before 
joining the San Elizario team, she 
was a sign language interpreter 

and worked teaching reading and 
math to deaf adults. While this was 
an exciting and rewarding job, her 
heart was always in working with 
younger students.

Garcia is a 14-year educator. 
In 2005, she began her teaching 
experience in working with 
middle school students. For eight 
years, Garcia served as a seventh 
grade math teacher, and for the last 
six years she has been teaching 
eighth grade. Garcia serves SEISD 
proudly, and her educational 
platform is centered on bringing 
her expertise in these fields to her 
students, preparing them for a 

future where critical thinking and 
communication is key.

Cortez has been a member of 
SEISD for the past 15 years. She 
started her employment in food 
services and then went into the 
classroom as a guest teacher and 
is now at Sambrano Elementary 
as a Math and Science Aide. 
Teachers and staff can always 
count on her to assist in various 
ways. She is always willing to 
lend a helping hand to anyone at 
the campus.

The awards banquet was held 
at the Wyndham El Paso Airport 
Hotel on April 25, 2019.
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•  On April 29, 1968, the 
musical “Hair” premieres 
on Broadway. The show 
featured a much-talked-
about scene in which the 
cast appeared nude on the 
dimly lit stage. “Hair” quickly 
became not just a smash hit, 
but a cultural phenomenon.

•  On April 30, 1945, holed 
up in a bunker under his 
headquarters in Berlin, Adolf 
Hitler commits suicide by 
swallowing a cyanide capsule 
and shooting himself in the 
head. Soon after, Germany 
unconditionally surrendered, 
ending Hitler’s dreams of a 
“1,000-year” Reich.

•  On May 1, 1991, Oakland 
Athletics outfielder Rickey 
Henderson steals his 939th 
base to break Lou Brock’s 
career record. Henderson 
would steal a record 1,406 
bases in his major league 
career, almost 500 more 
than the next closest player.

•  On May 2, 1933, the 
modern legend of Scotland’s 
Loch Ness Monster is born 
when a newspaper reports 
a couple’s sighting of “an 
enormous animal rolling and 
plunging on the surface” of the 
lake. The “monster” became 
a media phenomenon, and a 
circus offered a huge reward 
for the beast’s capture.

•  On May 3, 1951, the Senate 
Armed Services and Foreign 
Relations committees begin 
hearings into the dismissal 
of Gen. Douglas MacArthur 
by President Harry Truman. 
The American public liked 
MacArthur’s tough stance 
on communism, and he 
returned home to a hero’s 
welcome.

•  On May 4, 1886, a peaceful 
labor protest in Haymarket 
Square in Chicago turns into 
a riot, leaving more than 100 
wounded and eight police 
officers dead. Seven of the 
eight fatalities and the most 
of injuries were caused by 
shots fired by fellow officers.

•  On May 5, 1821, 
Napoleon Bonaparte, the 
French military leader who 
once ruled an empire that 
stretched across Europe, 
dies as a British prisoner on 
the remote island of Saint 
Helena in the southern 
Atlantic Ocean. His body was 
returned to Paris in 1840.

 (c) 2019 Hearst Communications, 
Inc. All Rights Reserved.

San Elizario Independent School District
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Meeting to Review

Federally Funded Programs

The San Elizario Independent School District will 
conduct a public information meeting to review 
the following SEISD Programs funded by Federal 
funds:

• Title I, Part A – Improving Basic Programs
• Title I, Part C – Migrant Program
• Title I, Part C -  Carl D. Perkins Career and
  Technical Education Act Grant Application
• Title II, Part A – Improving Teacher and
  Principals Quality
• Title III, Part A – Limited English Proficiency (LEP)
• Title IV, Part A – Subpart 1
• Special Education Grant (IDEA B – Formula
  and IDEA B Preschool)

The meeting will be held:
Wednesday, May 15, 2019,  9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Public review of the Federal Application for 
Educational funding for San Elizario ISD will be 
in the Central Administration Building at 1050 
Chicken Ranch Rd., San Elizario, Texas.

SEISD does not discriminate against any 
individual with regard to race, color, national 
origin, age, religion, sex, marital or veteran status, 
the presence of a medical condition, disability, 
or any other legally protected status. 42 U.S.C. 
2000e-2(a); 20U.S.C. 1681: Labor Code 21-051.

San Elizario Independent School District
AVISO PÚBLICO

La Junta Pública para Revisar los Programas 
de Fondos Federales

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de San Elizario 
llevará a cabo una junta pública para revisar los 
siguientes programas, fondos federales:

• Título I, Parte A – Mejorando Programas
  Básicos
• Título I, Parte C – Programa para Estudiantes
  Migrantes
• Título I, Parte C – Carl Perkins Acta de
  carreras y educación solicitud de beca
• Título II, Parte A – Mejorando la Calidad de
  Maestros y Directores
• Título III, Parte A – Servicios de educación para
  estudiantes de segundo idioma
• Título IV Parte A – Parte 1
• Beca de educación especial (IDEA B-formula
  y IDEA B preescolar)

La junta se llevará acabo:
Miércoles, 15 de Mayo, 2019, 9:00 a.m. y 5:00 p.m.

La Revisión Pública de la Solicitud Federal para 
Fondos Educativos para el Distrito de San Elizario 
se llevará a cabo en el Salón de Juntas directivas, 
localizado en 1050 Chicken Ranch Road, San 
Elizario, Tejas.

SEISD no discrimina a ningún individuo a causa 
de su raza, de su color, de su nacionalidad, de sus 
creencias religiosas, de su género, de su estado 
legal, o de veterano, ninguna condición médica o 
incapacidad, o ningún otro estado legal. 42 U.S.C 
2000e-2(a); 20 U.S.C. 1681: Labor Code 21-051.
WTCC: 05-02-19

LEGALS

Village of
Vinton, Texas

PUBLIC
NOTICE 

A public hearing 
will be held at 6:30 
pm on Tuesday, 
May 21, 2019 
during the Village 
of Vinton Council 
Meeting at Vinton 
Village Hall, 436 
E. Vinton Road, 
Vinton, Texas.

The purpose of 
the public hearing 
is to allow any 
interested persons 
to appear and 
testify regarding 
the following item:

1) A request to 
Re-Zone Lot 8, 
Block Number 
4, Tract 1 of the 
Rancho Estancias 
Subdivision (also 
known as 7960 
Doniphan Dr.) from 
TC to C2.

Classified Ads
Those who are 
unable to attend 
may submit their 
views in writing 
to the Village 
Administrator at 
436 E. Vinton Road, 
Vinton, Texas 
79821. Persons 
with disabilities 
that wish to attend 
this meeting 
should contact City 
Hall at (915) 886-
5104 to arrange 
for assistance. 
Individuals who 

require auxiliary 
aids or services for 
this meeting should 
contact City Hall 
at least two days 
before the meeting 
so that appropriate 
arrangements can 
be made.

Andrea N. Carrillo
Village

Administrator

WTCC: 05-02-19
_______________

– Photos courtesy Socorro ISD

Perla Lozoya, left, is Socorro ISD’s Elementary Teacher of the Year and 
Luis Iturriaga is the Secondary Teacher of the Year for the District.

EL PASO COUNTY – The 
Socorro Independent School 
District celebrated its 2019 
Teacher of the Year Gala on April 
27 at the Judson F. Williams 
Hall in the El Paso Convention 
Center. SISD honored its Campus 
Teachers of the Year and named 
its top two Teachers of the Year 
at the annual event.

The 2019 SISD Elementary 
Teacher of the Year is Perla 
Lozoya from Dr. Sue A. Shook 
Elementary. She is a fourth-
grade teacher and has 14 years 
of teaching experience.

“I’m honored and humbled 
by this because there are so 
many outstanding and amazing 
educators in SISD,” Lozoya 
said.

The 2019 SISD Secondary 
Teacher of the Year is Luis 
Iturriaga from Spc. Rafael 
Hernando III Middle School. He 
is a seventh- and eighth-grade 
Gateway to Technology teacher 
and has 24 years of teaching 
experience.

“This is a great honor. The 
responsibility is immense because 
now I am not just representing my 
campus, now I’m representing 
the entire district. But I am ready 
to accept the challenge and move 
forward,” Iturriaga said.

More than 1,100 attendees 
from all over the district 
attended the annual 
celebration, including the SISD 
superintendent, board trustees, 
teachers, principals, family 
members, Partners in Education 
and staff. KTSM Channel 9 
News Anchor Natassia Paloma 
was the master of ceremonies 
for the gala. The Teacher of the 
Year from each school and the 
Elite 8 finalists were recognized 
at the gala.

“You are heroes in the 
classroom and the number 
one reason why our district is 
extremely successful,” said SISD 
Superintendent José Espinoza, 
Ed.D. at the gala. “You are the 
heart of the Team SISD!”

The district elementary and 
secondary winners will go on to 
represent SISD in the Region 19 
2019 Teacher of Year competition 
in August.

Socorro ISD names top teachers
By Christy Flores-Jones

Special to the Courier
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Super Crossword
10 CELEBRITIES 

TURNING 90
ACROSS

	 1	 Back in time
	 4	 Papas
	 8	 Ordinarily
	15	 “All By Myself” 
singer [1]
	19	 Neighbor of 
Thailand
	21	 “Fire and Ice” 
singer Pat
	22	 Carpal or tarsal 
lead-in
	23	 Common wrapped 
sushi item
	24	 Anna who won 
Best Actress for “The 
Rose Tattoo”
	25	 Old Russian ruler
	26	 “Bedazzled” co-
star [2]
	28	 “Little House on 
the Prairie” co-star [3]
	30	 Stately tree
	31	 Dying rebuke from 
Caesar
	32	 Year, in 
Portuguese
	33	 _ Mae (loan offerer)
	35	 Olympic figure-
skating gold medalist 
of 2002 [4]
	40	 Road goop
	41	 2002-09 “American 
Idol” judge [5]
	44	 “Inception” director 
Christopher
	45	 Peace Nobelist 
Root

	46	 Rod on a car
	48	 Makes another 
proposal
	50	 Nine-sided shape
	52	 Periods of note
	55	 Driver’s license 
fig., e.g.
	56	 Crater part
	59	 Toronto loc.
	60	 Conk
	61	 Like many survey 
questions
	63	 Party server
	64	 Folk rocker 
DiFranco
	65	 Restrained
	68	 Chuckle gleefully
	70	 Plops (down)
	71	 Laura of “ER”
	72	 Got too big for
	74	 Church parts
	75	 Head, in Metz
	76	 In some way
	78	 Bruce Springsteen 
hit of 1985
	81	 “Just _ suspected”
	82	 151, to Cato
	83	 “Skyfall” star 
Daniel
	85	 Suffix with dull
	86	 Top-secret govt. 
org.
	87	 Tax form fig.
	88	 Tumults
	90	 “Auld Lang _”
	91	 Large game bass
	93	 Sports centers
	95	 Tests for coll. 
seniors
	97	 Boot out

	98	 “The Way _ Flesh”
	101	[7]
	104	_ loss
	105	[6]
	106	Roping tools
	108	Without end, to 
poets
	109	Shreds
	111	I, in Berlin
	112	[8]
	115	[9]
	121	Dell
	123	Yellowish pink 
color
	125	Wee babies
	126	Early garden
	127	Came into
	128	Steer a ship
	129	[10]
	130	Ones sowing
	131	Yale students
	132	P followers

DOWN
	 1	 See 119-Down
	 2	 France, once
	 3	 All: Prefix
	 4	 “Explorer” of 
cartoons
	 5	 Building brick
	 6	 Arty dabblers
	 7	 Levy on a food 
preserver
	 8	 Mil. interceptor
	 9	 Chart for mariners
	10	 Severe chest pain
	11	 Acrimony, to Brits
	12	 Provo’s state
	13	 Pop singer Del Rey
	14	 Iroquois tribe 

members
	15	 CPR pro
	16	 Hawk again
	17	 Napoli’s land
	18	 [1]
	20	 Luhrmann who 
directed 2013’s “The 
Great Gatsby”
	27	 [2]
	29	 [3]
	34	 _ Angeles
	35	 Misses, in Mexico
	36	 Isolation
	37	 Heroic dog of old TV
	38	 “Bingo!”
	39	 [4]
	42	 Oahu garland
	43	 [5]
	47	 Ones putting up 
buildings
	49	 Apropos of
	51	 Suffix with human
	53	 Pale silvery color
	54	 Sounding like an 
angry bull
	56	 Pastry with dried 
grapes
	57	 Cross each other
	58	 Annual 
international beauty 
pageant
	62	 Rich rock
	66	 Once called
	67	 “… _ thousand 
times…”
	69	 Lead-in to light or 
night
	70	 Tanning lotion 
abbr.
	73	 Golden State sch.

	74	 “Christina’s World” 
painter [6]
	76	 Ye _ shoppe
	77	 Grammy winner 
for “Criminal” [7]
	79	 Ability to interest 
lots of people
	80	 Food scrap
	82	 “Smooth”
guitarist [8]
	84	 1990 Cyrano de 
Bergerac portrayer [9]
	89	 Maple fluid
	92	 Climbing vine
	93	 Jolson and Pacino
	94	 Stabbed
	96	 Stephen, French-
style
	98	 “Gladiator” was his 
last film [10]
	99	 False front
	100	Singer Simpson
	102	Maiden in “The 
Raven”
	103	Pencil top
	107	Fills up
	110	2009 horror film 
sequel
	113	Maui goose
	114	Poet Allen
	116	Sac fly stats
	117	Boxer, e.g.
	118	Baghdad site
	119	With 1-Down, play 
intermission
	120	Functions
	122	Stop
	124	Mag VIPs

Answer Page 4

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

One would think that winning an NBA 
championship with the “Showtime” Los 
Angeles Lakers and Hall or Famers’ 
Magic Johnson, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
and James Worthy, would be the pinnacle 
of an athlete’s career.

And although winning that 1987 title 
over the Boston Celtics is near the top of 
Adrian Branch’s list of accomplishments, 
what he’s doing now as a motivational 
speaker is the most important work of 
his life.

Branch, who also played with New 
Jersey, Portland and Minnesota, spoke 
to students at Clint and Mountain View 
High Schools last week, in an effort to 
help them to follow the right path.

“I’ve been privileged since 1995 to 
come into communities all over the 
country, speaking to over 2-million 
people in school assembly audiences and 
just talk about a message of hope,” said 
the now 55-year-old Branch. “My theme 
is choices; You’re not born a winner, 
or a loser, you’re born a chooser. And 
hopefully we can help young people make 
the right choices in life.”

Branch, who also announces college 
basketball games for ESPN, is part of 
the USAYO (United States American 
Youth Outreach) organization, which 
is dedicated to reaching the youth and 
college students of America by dealing 
with life’s real issues, rescuing them and 
releasing them to serve their campus and 
community.

Branch has also worked with 
Sportsworld Ministries, Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes (FCA) Young Life, 
Youth for Christ, Youth With A Mission 
(YWAM), Athletes in Action (AIA) and 
Sports Power International.

“There are a lot of unknowns for young 
people at this age,” Branch explained. 
“From the beginning of middle school 
and going to high school, they wonder, 
‘will I make it, will I make friends, will 

THE BLING – Branch shows off his 1987 
championship ring.

– Photos by Joaquin Moreno, Clint ISD

TELL IT LIKE IT IS – Adrian Branch says he’s always straight forward when he speaks because 
“kids have a natural phony-meter.”

Former NBA champ brings words of inspiration to local students

I be popular, will I do something that 
matters?’”

There was a time when Branch himself, 
could have continued on the wrong path.

“I talk to them and tell them my story 
about having a bad attitude in high school 
and college. I grew up Catholic and I 
knew right from wrong, but I always 
enjoyed being a little bit on the bad side,” 
he said with a laugh. “But I was lucky to 
have three hall-of-fame coaches, Morgan 
Wootten (DeMatha High School), Lefty 
Driesell (Maryland), and Pat Riley 
(Lakers). I also had a hall-of-fame mom 
and dad.

“But that kind of support isn’t available 
to every student. That’s the void we’re 
trying so humbly to fill.”

Branch’s visits were made possible by 
the Game Changers Pro Youth Sports 
organization, which was co-founded by 
Rafael and Maria Ramirez.

“My wife and I started this 
organization eight years ago with one 
thing in mind,” said Ramirez, who 
grew up in El Paso before moving to 

Phoenix. “To try to get professional 
athletes to change the trajectory of a 
young person’s life through school 
assemblies and sports camps.

“It’s very simple, It’s about one thing, 
it’s about helping people,” Ramirez 
explained. “I have a counseling 
background so I’ve worked with 
kids all my life. I’m always looking 
for opportunities to change a young 

student’s life for the better.”
But Ramirez isn’t done helping 

El Paso kids this year.
“We hosting a football combine 

on July 11-12 at Del Valle High 
School for 7th through 12th 
graders, and it’s absolutely free. 
Anyone interested can call 915-
373-3661.”

Of course the measure of any 
inspirational speech is whether it 
left a mark on a young student.

“He talked about his ups and 
downs, about bad decisions he had 
made in his life, and how he never 
gave up,” said Clint High School 
junior, Mike Ponce. “It made me 
think about how I go through some 
of the same things and no matter 
how bad things look, I should 
never give up.

“It was such an honor that 
a successful person like that, 
winning an NBA title, would take 
the time to come to a small town 

like ours,” Ponce added. “My friends and 
I thought that was very special and his 
words will always stay with me.”

Branch said he always speaks from 
the heart because young people can’t be 
fooled.

“Kids have a natural phony-meter; they 
can tell whether someone is sincere or 
not,” he explained. “It all comes down 
to giving the kids your time; giving them 
hugs and high fives and a lot of selfies.”

After 25 years and 220 appearances 
annually, Branch has cut down on his 
number of visits, but isn’t quitting anytime 
soon.

“I’m going to keep doing this until the 
wheels fall off brother,” he said with that 
infectious laugh.

“You know, there’s a saying, ‘a man who 
gives gifts has many friends,’ and I want 
to give the the gift of acknowledgment, 
the gift of time, and the gift of sincerity; 
and the kids really respond to that.

“Through God’s help, if I can touch one 
student then it’s all worth it; and that’s 
what keeps me going.”
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See HEALTH, Page 8

DEAR DR. ROACH: Two years ago at my yearly physical, my 
doctor said I was low on vitamin B-12 and that the only way 
to increase it was through a shot in the arm. I received my first 
shot that day, and my arm was paralyzed for four days. I went 
in a week later for my second shot, only to have the same thing 
happen again. I didn’t get any 
more shots. It still hurts to this 
day, even though an MRI shows 
nothing wrong. The specialist 
says it was just coincidence. I 
cannot hold my arm over my 
head or stretch it out. What’s 
your take? – D.R.

Well, I don’t believe it 
was just coincidence. Nerve 
damage following injection is 
extremely rare, but it sounds like what you are describing. This 
can be due to direct trauma to the nerve by the needle, or by an 
inflammatory reaction. The treatment is physical therapy, but 
unfortunately for you, it works best if begun right away. I still 
think it is worth your while, however.

Also, vitamin B-12 deficiency absolutely can be treated 
with oral vitamin B-12. Although pernicious anemia, the most 
common form of vitamin B-12 deficiency, is due to poor B-12 
absorption, this can be overcome simply by giving much more 
B-12 than the body usually needs. A dose of 1 mg daily by 
mouth is a safe, inexpensive and effective treatment for vitamin 
B-12 deficiency. Many of my patients still want the injection, 
however, even though it seems inexplicable to me.

DEAR DR. ROACH: Yesterday, while walking barefoot in my 
back yard, I stepped on a bee. This has happened to me before, 
and it seems that each time the results are a little worse. After I 
removed the stinger from the underside of one of my toes, I put 
ice on the sting and took a Benadryl. Since this happened in the 
evening, I was able to elevate my leg for the rest of the night. In 
the morning, the area was swollen, red, hot and painful. Now, 
after my usual three-mile morning power walk, the swelling 
and soreness is spreading up my foot. I am notorious for going 
barefoot and stepping on bees. I just know this will happen 
again. Do you have any suggestions for what might help prevent 
a bee sting from going “viral”? – Anon.

Your best bet is not to get stung in the first place, which for 
you means not stepping barefoot where bees might be. It’s 
particularly important for you, as local reactions to bee stings 
do tend to get worse over time. Fortunately, they do not usually 

B-12 shot paralyzes armComix
OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

may provide lower rates but are often 
overlooked. Make sure to include them in 
your comparison, at least.

•  Choose a higher deductible. An 
insurer may lower your monthly rates in 
return for a lower deductible – the amount 
you personally have to pay when you 
make a claim. This approach makes the 
most sense for infrequent drivers.

•  Consider pay-per-mile plans. You 
don’t always have to pay a set amount per 
month. There are also plans based on how 
much you drive. The insurance company 
will place a device in your car that tracks 
your mileage. It may also track things 
like your speed and braking, which could 
affect your rates positively if you’re a safe 
driver and negatively if not.

Consumers are not the only ones with 
room for improvement, however. There 

Insurance
From Page 2

are plenty of things state and local 
governments can also do to improve 
the car insurance landscape for their 
constituents.

“The most significant thing a state can 

do to promote inexpensive car insurance is 
require insurance companies to justify their 
rates and practices before they can raise 
prices on drivers,” said Douglas Heller 
of the Consumer Federation of America. 

“Since governments require that drivers 
purchase auto insurance, the government 
has a special obligation to ensure that 
prices are fair and affordable.” 

– Diane Polk / WalletHub

Send Your
Newsbrief To:

wtxcc@wtxcc.com
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Health
From Page 7

predict the life-threatening 
anaphylactic reaction.

Once stung by a bee, remove 
the stinger, within seconds 
if possible, since the venom 
can continue to be released 
for several seconds. The local 
reaction usually lasts less than 
a day in most people, but it can 
last up to five days.

The reason the swelling and 
soreness spread after your walk 
is that the exercise and increased 
blood flow to the area allowed 

the venom to move to different 
areas, and the inflammatory 
response also progressed. I would 
recommend that you continue 
cold compresses and avoid your 
power walks for at least another 
day or two after a sting.

______________________

Dr. Roach regrets that he is 
unable to answer individual 
letters, but will incorporate them 
in the column whenever possible. 
Readers may email questions 
to ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu. (c) 2019 North 
America Synd., Inc. All Rights 
Reserved.

Why is it some people have 
such a sense of entitlement 
that they think it’s OK to steal 
from veterans? Worse, why is 
it that the crooks think they’re 
not going to get caught?

A handful of government 
departments – notably the 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs Office of the Inspector 
General, the Defense Criminal 
Investigative Service’s OIG 
and the FBI – banded together 
to nail yet another person who 
claimed that his small business 
was owned by a disabled 
veteran. In this case, the suspect 
took in nearly $12 million in 
construction contracts from 
2007 to 2015 while working 
on a few VA medical centers. 
The person he claimed was the 
disabled veteran didn’t actually 
work for the company.

Per the Service-Disabled 
Veteran-Owned Small 
Businesses program, at least 51 
percent of a company claiming 

disabled veteran status has to 
be owned by the veteran. Part 
of that program is to give at 
least 3 percent of all contracts 
to service-disabled veteran-
owned small businesses. More 
specifically, per the program 
requirements, the small business 
must “have one or more service-
disabled veterans manage day-
to-day operations and also make 
long-term decisions.” In other 
words, you can’t just lend your 
name to a business.

Inquiring minds want to 
know, however, how something 
like this can go on for so long. 
The fast track to discovery of a 
scam like this seems so simple: 
Once a year send a form to the 
disabled veteran owner and 
ask that it be signed in front 
of a notary to verify that he/
she is indeed still involved in 
the day-to-day operations of 
“X” business. Lying would put 
their benefits at risk.

At this point the guy has 
only been indicted. But he 
did plead guilty to one of the 
accessory charges.

____________________

(c) 2019 King
Features Synd., Inc.

Taking a veteran’s name in vain

•  “Large dogs can benefit 
from a raised water and food 
bowl. Why not make it pretty 
at the same time by putting 
a stainless-steel bowl into a 
decorative planter? Find a 
planter and bowl that have 
the same size opening. Your 
pup will thank you.”

– I.B.B. in Georgia

•  The secret to avoiding 
stains on your carpet is to 
get to spills right away. If you 
have a liquid spill, remove 
as much of the liquid as you 
can, then spray the stain 
with a solution of half vinegar 
and half water. Let it sit for 
two minutes, then blot with 
a towel. If it’s solid food, try 
using a plastic card to scrape 
it up from underneath so it 
doesn’t get ground in. Then 
follow the same steps as for 
a liquid stain.

•  “It’s better to use a dry, lint-
free cloth to clean your DVD 
player and other electronics. 
Moisture will damage your 
electrical circuits, so no spray 
cleaners. But there is one 
thing you can spray into those 
cracks to help you clean: 
canned air! It’s is a great 
alternative for dislodging dust 
from vents without risking 
your tech. While you have it 
out, you might try ‘dusting’ 
the headphone and charging 
ports on your cellphone, 
too.”

– M.F. in Oregon

•  Replace your pricey dryer 
sheets with a reusable alter-
native. To a jar with a wide 
mouth and tight-closing lid, 
add two to three dish spong-
es, and a 50-50 mix of liquid 
fabric softener and water. 
Cap the jar and shake to dis-
tribute. When the washing 
is done and you have your 
clothes in the dryer, pull out a 
sponge, squeeze excess liq-
uid back into the jar and pop 
the sponge into the dryer. 
When the clothes are dry, put 
the now-dry sponge back in 
the jar for the next time. Refill 
liquid as needed. This really 
extends your fabric softener!

•  “Need sliced mushrooms 
for your salad or recipe? 
They are hard to cut, but you 
might have the perfect tool 
for doing the job already in 
your kitchen. If you have an 
egg slicer, get it out. It works 
very well for mushrooms, 
and it’s easier to use than 
trying to cut those slices 
yourself.”

– J.R. in Utah

Send your tips to Now Here’s a 
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803. (c) 2019 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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