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NEWSBRIEFS
Golf tourney

The Junior Woman’s Club of El Paso
will be holding their 18th annual
Spring Swing charity golf tournament
the afternoon of Saturday April 20th
at the Butterfield Trail Golf Club; tee
off is at 1 p.m. with sign-in beginning
at noon. Dinner will follow. Register
on-line at Butterfieldtrailgolf.com.
Registration fee per player is $125.00;
the format is a four-person scramble.
Fee includes greens fees, golf cart,
goody bag, drinks, and dinner.
Hole and ball sponsorships are also
available. For more information or
sponsorship opportunities contact
Maria at (915) 260-2381. You can
email us at jwcelpaso@yahoo.com.
– Beth Podol

Schools off for
Spring Break

El Paso Community College (EPCC)
and all nine school districts in El
Paso County will be closed from
Monday, March 16, 2020 through
Friday, March 20, 2020 for Spring
Break. Clint and Socorro ISDs are on
intercession this week.
– Staff

Happy cities

With March 20 being International
Day of Happiness and with the aim
to find out whether money really does
buy happiness, the personal-finance
website WalletHub has released its
report on 2020’s Happiest Cities in
America as well as accompanying
videos. In order to determine where
people in America are most content
with their lives, WalletHub compared
more than 180 of the largest U.S.
cities across 30 key indicators of
happiness. The data set ranges from
depression rate to income-growth rate
to average leisure time spent per day.
El Paso ranked 68th in this report.
Other stats:
• Miami, Hialeah, Fort Lauderdale
and Pembroke Pines, FL all have the
lowest depression rate, 12.50 percent,
which is 2.3 times lower than in
Charleston, WV, the city with the
highest at 28.90 percent.
• Laredo, TX has the lowest number
of suicides per 100,000 residents,
4.78, which is 7.3 times lower than
in Cheyenne, WY, the city with the
highest at 34.80.
• Fremont, CA has the lowest
separation and divorce rate, 15.06
See BRIEFS, Page 6
If Americans bought only what they
could afford it would destroy our
economy.
— Quips & Quotes

– Photos by Alfredo Vasquez

PREPPING KIDS EARLY – El Paso Community College officials and Anthony Elementary School students and staff held a special
ceremony in front of the school last Friday morning to promote a college-going culture.

Anthony Elementary School students
embrace college-bound message
By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier
ANTHONY, TX – “A student is never
too young to start thinking about going
to college,” was the message El Paso
Community College (EPCC) President
Dr. William Serrata hoped would be
received loud and clear by Anthony
Elementary School (AES) Pre-K through
fifth grade students who gathered at the
entrance to their campus for a Friday
morning ceremony.
About 450 AES youngsters, sporting
their new EPCC t-shirts, excitedly
participated at the beginning of their
school day in a pep-rally style event
that featured the EPCC president and
other speakers including Anthony ISD
Superintendent Dr. Oscar Troncoso, AES
Principal Oralia Moseley, and fourth
graders Joey Van Ert and Stephanie
Trigos, who won a writing contest with
their essays on why going to college was
important. Joey read his essay in English,
COLORS – The Gadsden High School Color
Guard, above, performs the presentation
of the flags for the national anthem and
pledge of allegiance ceremony.

and Stephanie read hers in Spanish.
Also joining the celebration were
members of the EPCC administration,
media staff, and cheerleaders, along
with Anthony High School (AHS) band
and cheerleaders. Singing the national
anthem was AHS Senior Melanie Borjas.
Performing the flags presentation was the
Color Guard from Gadsden High School.
The Friday morning celebration was
part of EPCC’s school adoption campaign
that is designed to reach out to elementary
See AES, Page 5
HOIST THE BANNER – Anthony Elementary
School Principal Oralia Moseley, left,
assists fourth grade students Stephanie
Trigos and Joey Van Ert with the raising of
the El Paso Community College banner.
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Coronavirus and opening day
Anybody who is acquainted
with me knows that I’m a
baseball fan and root for my
hometown team, the Nationals.
Did I mention they won the
World Series? It’s a new season,
and opening day is coming up.
This year, there’s a possibility
that opening day might not
happen, because we are dealing
with the uncertainty of a possible
pandemic caused by the new
coronavirus, which is also known
as Covid-19. That’s because it
was identified as a new disease
at the very end of 2019.
Since then, the illness has
swept from China to much of the
world. Obviously we’d survive
the cancellation of a ballgame,
and that worst-case scenario is a
real possibility. Already, soccer
games have been played before

empty stands in countries that
are already dealing with this
apparently highly contagious
bug, too new to have a protocol
in place for how to avoid or treat
it.
It has begun spreading to the
United States, even though we’re
separated from the dangerous
areas by two oceans. The U.S.
cases have been relatively few
in number, but now we’re seeing
them pop up spontaneously – that
is to say, with no explanation,
like no apparent exposure to
someone overseas.
At first, the politicians were
leaving it to the government’s
public health officials to cope.
However, these experts are
contaminated with the truth bug.
President Donald Trump is a
truthaphobe. He went bananas

when a Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention official gave
briefings in which her assessment
was that the coronavirus disease
“may seem overwhelming and
that disruption to everyday life
may be severe.” The stock market
tanked after that quote got out, the
most precipitous slide since 2008,
and Trump decided he needed to
take over the response.
He got off to a bad start at a
political rally, during which he
claimed it was all a hoax:
“The
Democrats
are
politicizing the coronavirus,”
Trump bellowed. “They tried the
impeachment hoax. This is their
new hoax.”
Everything unfavorable to
Donald Trump is a hoax. And
when that doesn’t work, he and
his surrogates blame the media.
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This time, he sent out his acting
Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney.
One of his jobs is to say really
stupid stuff:
“The press was covering their
hoax of the day because they
thought it would bring down the
president.”
So the president decided he
needed to show that he’s a take
charge kinda guy, announcing
that Vice President Mike Pence
would be running the show. With
overwhelmed officials putting
out wildly mixed messages,
Pence’s first decision was to
coordinate official comments,
which is really the limit of his
expertise (other than kissing up
to the boss).
Administration
critics
immediately screamed about a
cover-up. Not so, said Anthony
Fauci, who as head of the
National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases has been the
face of public health crises like

this for 35 years. I’ve known and
trusted Tony for many of those
years, so when he tells me, “I
have never been given orders
to get approval from the VP’s
people to speak publicly about
coronavirus,” I believe him.
He did not respond to my
questions about opening day, or
even the Olympics. Because the
truth is, no one really knows how
extensive the coronavirus impact
will be. Or how to deal with it.
______________________
(c)
2020
Bob
Franken.
Distributed by King Features
Syndicate, Inc.

View from here By Marilyn M. Singleton, M.D., J.D.

Gone too far: Drag queen lunacy and child abuse
identity, regardless of the gender listed on the student’s
records. Privacy alert: when in gym class locker
rooms, most high school girls don’t want to undress
in front of boys who identify as girls. With regard to
safety and competitive fairness, biological males retain
their natural advantages2 over female athletes despite
testosterone hormone suppression. Ignoring reality, the
House of Representatives passed the “Equality Act” 3
which requires schools to allow biological males who
identify as girls to compete in female sports, ironically
disadvantaging women.
Parents are left out of the equation, as the government
usurps their right and duty to raise their children. In
Wisconsin, the “Guidance and Policies to Support
Transgender, Non-binary & Gender-Expansive Students”
4
mandates that children of any age can transition to a
different gender identity at school, by changing their
name and pronouns, without parental notice or consent.
Going three steps farther, California
permits children to receive contraceptive
hormones and abortions without parental
consent5 based on the student’s right to
privacy. Now the California Teachers
Association wants to extend student privacy
to the provision of hormones6 to students
AD DEADLINE:
who want to change their gender. Such a
Friday 4 p.m. for the next Thursday.
decision should not be within the purview
CLASSIFIED RATES
of teachers, particularly when trading
$15 for 25 words, $20 for 40 words. Ad
must be in writing and pre-paid. The
heart disease7, stroke, diabetes, cancer,
West Texas County Courier reserves
and infertility for what could be a phase
the right not to publish advertising it
considers inappropriate.
or manifestation of an unrelated emotional
problem in a developing brain is at stake.
DISPLAY RATES:
Open rate — $30 per column inch.
A number of studies8 found that 85 percent of
Call for more information or to set
children experiencing gender nonconformity
an appointment. The West Texas
County Courier reserves the right
or gender dysphoria before the age of 10
not to publish advertising it considers
years did not assume that gender role in
inappropriate.
adolescence. Because of our “limited ability”
MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS:
to predict whether gender nonconformity
Minimum 50 issues for $50.

In today’s brave new world, imagine receiving a letter
from the school principal about your only child: Your
son will not be home tonight but your daughter will be
home in a few days.
Science deniers are teaching and molding our children.
Regardless of scientific data about genetics and biology,
some folks – including our august politicians – contend
that people can change genders. Science lesson:
There are two genders. The X chromosomes and Y
chromosomes determine sex. With rare exceptions of
random abnormalities, female is XX and male is XY.
People who undergo sex reassignment procedures do
not become the opposite sex; they merely change their
outward appearance.
For several years, California1 law has allowed students
to participate in sex-segregated school programs,
activities, and facilities, including bathrooms, locker
rooms, and athletic teams, consistent with their gender
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in a child will persist in the future, pursuing medical
intervention in children was not recommended.
In adolescence, there is some question whether there is
“social contagion” 9 involved with gender issues. Some
87 percent of parents reported that along with the sudden
or rapid onset of gender dysphoria, the child either had
an increase in their social media/internet use, belonged to
a friend group in which one or multiple friends became
transgender-identified during a similar timeframe, or
both. The study concluded that rapid onset gender
dysphoria was a maladaptive coping mechanism, similar
to anorexia. “‘Gender dysphoria’ may be used as a catchall explanation for any kind of distress, psychological
pain, and discomfort that an [adolescent] is feeling while
transition is being promoted as a cure-all solution.”
Would ethical physicians even consider acquiescing to
the demands of patients with body integrity disorder?
This condition also begins in early adolescence when the
patient feels the need to have a healthy limb amputated.
Nonetheless, the age at which children are medicalized
is getting younger10. Puberty-blocking drugs are
routinely given to prepubescent children. Girls as young
as 12 are injected with testosterone, while teen boys are
treated with feminizing hormones. The rate of “genderconfirming” surgeries are increasing each year and are
being performed on minor children. Girls as young as
1611 have had their breasts, uterus, and ovaries removed.
Given the uncertainties and fluidity of childhood gender
issues, invasive medical intervention crosses the line
into child abuse.
How far will the “educators” go to expose children
to alternative gender and “queer” life choices? Public
libraries are hosting “Drag Queen Story Hours” for
children aged 3 to 11. Some schools bring the drag
queens into the classrooms where students are a captive
audience. According to the organizers, the point of the
See TOO FAR, Page 3
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Stop pooh-poohing coronavirus worries
The White House has been
walking into a coronavirus trap.
By pooh-poohing worries
about the virus and saying
everything is under control, it is
setting itself up for the charge, if
things get even a little bad, that
it was self-deluding and overly
complacent.
Although President Trump has
recently struck a better tone, he’s
been a chief offender, wanting
to downplay the virus for fear it
will continue to suppress a stock
market that has experienced
vertiginous drops.
This is exactly the wrong
approach. The moment doesn’t
call for market-reassuring Trump,
but threats-aren’t-getting-pastour-borders Trump, not Dow
30,000 Trump, but drawbridgeand-moat Trump.
Everything should be geared
toward overreacting now, when
the threat in the U.S. is still in
prospect, instead of later, when
circumstances may be beyond
anyone’s direct control.
That means appointing a
point person for the coronavirus
response with a medical
background, who doesn’t already
have a full-time job, like current
designee Mike Pence. The right
pick could provide genuine
expertise in public health and

the workings of government, as
well as being a reliable source of
public information.
It means erring on the side of
further travel restrictions, even if
it will be impossible to exclude
infected people from the United
States, given its break out from
China to countries all around the
world.
It means not quibbling with
Congress over coronavirus
funding, with even Minority
Leader Kevin McCarthy saying
the administration’s $2.5 billion
request is “a little low” (Trump
has signaled a willingness to
accept more).
It means making sure that
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention is working
at maximum efficiency to
make coronavirus tests widely
available, which is the most
worrisome shortfall in the
federal response so far, and that
government agencies are doing
everything possible to push the
development and deployment of
a vaccine.
Finally, it means coordinating
with localities, as warranted, on
ways to slow the spread of the
virus via “social distancing,” or
the avoidance of large gatherings
and public transportation.
The coronavirus is not a

modern-day plague. Many
people infected will experience
only mild symptoms, and
it’s not as deadly as SARS
or Middle East respiratory
syndrome.
Yet, it is not a creation of the
fake news, either. It has hobbled
one of the most important
counties in the world, China, and
is shutting down towns in Italy.
There are now more new cases
outside of China than inside it.
The virus has killed nearly 3,000
people.
If it gets loose in the United

Too far
From Page 2

States, there could well be a
panic that in itself would be
damaging to the social fabric and
the economy.
Maybe none of this comes to
pass, but it’s better to be overly
prepared and vigilant than play
to catch up.
Besides, the political valence
of the coronavirus crisis
should be favorable to Trump’s
worldview. It demonstrates
a downside of globalization
and shows the importance of
borders. It is an object lesson in
our overdependence on a China

that is dictatorial, dishonest and
poorly governed.
The president shouldn’t shrug
off the threat in the hopes of
talking up the stock market. If
his team responds effectively,
the Dow will take care of itself.
______________________
Rich Lowry is editor of the
National Review. (c) 2020 by
King Features Synd., Inc.

a drag queen13: “I have no idea
why you [mothers] want drag
queens to read books to your
children. What in the hell has a
drag queen ever done to make
you… admire them so much,
other than put on makeup and
jump on the floor and writhe
around and do sexual things
on stage? I have absolutely no
idea why you would want that
to influence your child.”
Home schooling never looked
so good.
_____________________

Drag Queen Story Hour12 is to
“give kids glamorous, positive,
and unabashedly queer role
models.” I remember a time
when drag queen entertainment
was reserved for night clubs.
Teaching
tolerance
and
acceptance of others is an
admirable goal, but exposing
children needlessly to adult fare
goes too far.
And No, I’m not an unwoke
LGBTQaphobe. Take it from Dr.

Marilyn

M.

is
a
board-certified
anesthesiologist. She is the
immediate past President of
the Association of American
Physicians and Surgeons
(AAPS). While still working in
the operating room, she attended
UC Berkeley Law School,
focusing on constitutional
law and administrative law.
She interned at the National
Health Law Project and
practiced insurance and health
law. She teaches classes in the
recognition of elder abuse and
constitutional law for nonSingleton lawyers.

Archives: www.wtxcc.com

West Texas County Courier

Page 4

Food for thought By John Grimaldi

Growing old in style

It’s not about dying at a very ripe old age – it’s about
preserving the quality of life as we grow old

“We live in a brave new world
– an age of scientific shock and
awe dominated by wonders that
will never cease. Take the wellfunded projects that seek to
extend human life. One scientist,
Aubrey de Grey, a gerontologist,
no less, is convinced that people
can live longer than anyone
has ever imagined – as long as
1,000 years,” according to the
Association of Mature American
Citizens (AMAC).
De Grey may well be off-base
with his prediction; he certainly
has his detractors. The Week, a
news magazine with U.K. and
the U.S. circulations, reports that
at least 28 aging experts have
expressed doubts about de Grey’s
theories. One of them, Professor
Richard Miller of the University
of Michigan, an expert on the
genetics of aging, called de
Grey’s life-span goal “so far from
plausible that it commands no
respect at all within the informed
scientific community.”
But, says Robert Charles,
National Spokesman for AMAC,
“it’s not about dying at a very
ripe old age; it’s about preserving
the quality of life as we age. And

47

so, if his true goal is to ease
aches, pain and disease as we
grow older, than it is worthy of
support. ”
Charles says Dr. de Grey’s
prediction that man can live for
as long as ten centuries appears
to be a way to make the point
that we should not be hampered
by the infirmities of old age. “Dr.
de Grey is a controversial figure
in the scientific world, indeed,
but he does not appear to be a
crackpot. He has the bona fides to
make bold prophecies. He’s the
Chief Science Officer of SENS
Foundation, a California-based
charity dedicated to combating
the aging process. He is also
Editor-in-Chief of Rejuvenation
Research,
a
peer-reviewed
journal focused on intervention
in aging.”
It should be noted that there
are others seeking a so-called
“solution for aging.” The megatech company, Google, in fact
has put up $1.5 billion to achieve
that goal.
Intervention is what de Grey
is all about but the idea that
science might be able to create
a world where human lifespans
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might be extended for so long is
what makes headlines, Charles
explains.
As de Grey put it in an
interview with the U.S. edition
of The Guardian: “Basically,
the body does have a vast
amount of inbuilt anti-ageing
machinery; it’s just not 100%
comprehensive, so it allows a
small number of different types
of molecular and cellular damage
to happen and accumulate. The
body does try as hard as it can
to fight these things but it is a
losing battle. So we are not
going to be able to do anything
significant about ageing without
hi-tech intervention – which is
what I’m working on.”
He and his colleagues at the
SENS Research Foundation say
they are targeting seven basic
ways the body breaks down as
we age and the stuff that weakens
our bodies in our later years.
They are researching techniques
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such as “biohacking” to prevent
cell degeneration and ways to
allow the body, itself, to remove
damaged cells. They also hope
to identify methods, including
pharmaceuticals, that might turn
off the body’s aging process.
“God bless them if they
succeed. Aging without growing
pains would be a blessing for
the fastest growing segment of
America’s population – senior
citizens – even if we only get to
live to a mere 100 years,” says
Charles, an advocate for those of
us getting along in years.
______________________
The Association of Mature American Citizens (http://www.amac.us)
is a senior advocacy organization
that takes its marching orders from
its members. We act and speak on
their behalf, protecting their interests and offering a practical
insight on how to best solve the
problems they face today.

Clint ISD offers free full-day Pre-K
By Laura Cade
Special to the Courier
EL PASO COUNTY – Clint
Independent School District
(CISD) will offer free,
full-day
Prekindergarten
(Pre-K) for all four-yearold students for the 20202021 school year, regardless
of their eligibility. The
program will be offered to
all children who turn 4 years
old by September 1, 2020.
CISD Pre-K students will
learn and thrive in our 21stcentury innovative learning
environments provided at
our six elementary campuses
located in Clint, Horizon
and Montana Vista. Our
schools provide a nurturing
environment
for
young
learners to reach their highest
potential.
CISD Pre-K classrooms
have been redesigned with
state-of-the-art flex furniture
and equipped with innovative
learning materials for every
subject area to accommodate
differing learning styles and
increase collaboration and
engagement. Pre-K students
will also be issued an iPad
as part of the District’s 1 to
1 Device Initiative where
all students in the District
are issued a device as a tool

to enhance their learning.
A unique Bee-Bot robotics
program provides our Pre-K
students with an engaging and
fun way to learn counting,
sequencing,
estimation,
problem solving and more.
CISD also offers Pre-K students
a Dual Language Program to
ensure academic success while
learning in relevant and realworld ways.
The Pre-K registration kickoff at each elementary school
begins on Saturday, April 4,
2020, starting at 8 a.m. until
1 p.m. All schools will offer
free continental breakfast
for everyone that attends.
There will be plenty of fun
activities for the whole family
to enjoy. The first 50 students
at each school with a complete
registration packet will receive
a free backpack that includes
school supplies and a book.
Be sure to bring the required
documents for registration:
student birth certificate, current
TANF or SNAP eligibility letter
(if applicable), immunization
record, proof of income, social
security card, a current utility
bill, email address, and a form
of identification for the parent
or legal guardian registering
the child. Vdocsisit: https://
www.clintweb.net/Page/3656
for more information on the
CISD Pre-K program.
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CryptoQuip
Answer
If a basketball
player kept the ball to
himself, someone could yell
“hoarder in the court!”

By Lucie Winborne
• It was American political
scientist,
economist,
psychologist and professor
Herbert Simon who made the
following sage observation:
“What information consumes
is rather obvious: It consumes
the attention of its recipients.
Hence a wealth of information
creates a poverty of attention,
and a need to allocate that
attention efficiently among
the
overabundance
of
information sources that
might consume it.”
• Those who study such
things claim that the act of
licking a stamp burns onetenth of a calorie.
• The shortest song in
the world is “You Suffer,”
recorded in 1986 by the
British band Napalm Death.
It lasts precisely 1.316
seconds.
• Stanley Mason was an
inventor who really got
around, in a manner of
speaking. In addition to
coming with the idea for the
granola bar, he also created
the squeezable ketchup
bottle, the disposable diaper,
heated pizza boxes and the
dental floss dispenser.
• You might be surprised
to learn that the most
dangerous profession in
the country – in terms of the
percentage of people holding
that profession who have
been killed – isn’t firefighter
or police officer, it’s president
of the United States. A total
of 9% of our presidents have
been assassinated.
• In the Commonwealth of
Virginia, a statute contained
within what’s known as
the Code of 1930 prohibits
bribery or corruption by
anyone other than a political
candidate.
• All tortoises are turtles, but
not all turtles are tortoises.
Thought for the Day: “I think
the biggest mistake most
people make when they pick
their first job is they don’t
worry enough about whether
they’ll love the work, and they
worry more about whether
it’s good experience.”
– Steve Ballmer
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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• On March 9, 1959, the first
Barbie doll goes on display
at the American Toy Fair in
New York City. Barbie was
the first mass-produced toy
doll in the United States with
adult features. Ruth Handler,
co-founder of Mattel, named
the doll after her daughter,
Barbara.
• On March 10, 1988, disco
sensation Andy Gibb dies
at the age of 30. With his
heart greatly weakened from
years of cocaine abuse,
Gibb succumbed to an
inflammatory heart virus.
• On March 11, 1918, a
U.S. Army soldier reports
to the hospital at Fort Riley,
Kansas, complaining of
cold-like symptoms. By
noon, over 100 of his fellow
soldiers had reported similar
symptoms, marking what are
believed to be the first cases
in the influenza pandemic
of 1918. The Spanish flu
would eventually kill 675,000
Americans and up to 50
million people worldwide.

– Photos by Alfredo Vasquez

FIRING UP THE CROWD –
Andres Raya, above, an El Paso
Community
College
(EPCC)
College
Readiness
mentor,
waves EPCC pennant as he
leads
Anthony
Elementary
School students in a rally cheer
heralding EPCC’s recent visit to
their campus.

“A student is never
too young to start
thinking about
going to college.”

• On March 12, 1894, CocaCola is sold in glass bottles
for the first time. It had been
available only as a fountain
drink. A bottle of Coke cost 5
cents, and it stayed that way
until 1959.

– Dr. William Serrata
EPCC President

• On March 13, 1942,
the Quartermaster Corps
of the U.S. Army begins
training dogs for the newly
established
War
Dog
Program, or “K-9 Corps.”
• On March 14, 1967, the
body of President John
F. Kennedy is moved to a
permanent spot at Arlington
National Cemetery. The
president
had
been
assassinated on Nov. 22,
1963. The gravesite includes
a natural gas line with a
continuous electronic flashing
spark that reignites the flame
in case it is extinguished by
rain or wind.
• On March 15, 1820,
Maine is admitted into the
Union as the 23rd state.
Administered as a province
of Massachusetts since
1647, the entrance of Maine
as a free state was agreed
to by Southern senators in
exchange for the entrance of
Missouri as a slave state.
(c) 2020 Hearst Communications,
Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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NOTE CHECK – EPCC President William Serrata, flanked by members of his administrative staff, prepares
notes before addressing the Anthony Elementary School student body and staff.

AES
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school students and their parents
in an effort to promote a collegegoing culture.
EPCC is committed to
increasing the number of
students going to college in
the region, according to Dr.
Serrata. “By building strong
elementary school and college
connections through campus
tours, workshops, presentations,
outreach programs, and parental
involvement, EPCC is building
a college-going culture,” he
stated.
EPCC’s visit to the upper
valley school was the latest in a
series of outings in the past two
years that include Campestre
ES in Socorro ISD, Frederick
Douglass ES in El Paso ISD,
Ramona ES in Ysleta ISD,
Canutillo ES in Canutillo ISD,
Frank Macias ES in Clint ISD,
O’Donnell Intermediate in Fabens
ISD, Lorenzo G. Alarcon in San
Elizario ISD, Benito Martinez ES
in Fort Hancock ISD, and Tornillo
ES in Tornillo ISD.
Rose Damian, an AES third

grade teacher, stated that focus on going to college and
activities, like this EPCC event, encourage them to think about
help students at an early age career-related choices.

Fabens Independent School District
Public Notice
Fabens Independent School District will hold a
public hearing to discuss the District’s AccreditedWarned status due to the ratings assigned to the
district in the state’s financial accountability rating
system. The meeting will be held at 6:30 PM
on Wednesday, March 25, 2020 in the Fabens
Independent School District’s Board Room at
821 N.E. G Avenue, Fabens, Texas. The public is
invited to attend.

Aviso de Junta Pública
El Distrito escolar independiente de Fabens
tendrá una audiencia abierta al público en la cual
se discutirá la calificación asignada al distrito
por el manejo de finanzas tal como fue asignado
por el sistema de contabilidad en finanzas del
estado de Texas. La audiencia se llevará a cabo
el miércoles 25, de marzo 2020 a las 6:30 PM en
el salón de la mesa directiva ubicado en la oficina
Central del distrito, 821 N. E. G Ave. en Fabens,
Texas. El público es invitado a acudir.
WTCC:03-12-20

PUBLIC
NOTICE
The
Town
of
Anthony, TX will
conduct a PUBLIC
HEARING on April
1, 2020, at 6:30
p.m., during the
Planning & Zoning
Commission
Meeting
at the
Town
Council
Chambers,
401
Wildcat
Dr.,
Anthony, TX 79821.
The purpose of
the hearing is to
solicit comments
on the proposed
Anthony
Palms
duplex
housing
development.
The
proposed
Anthony
Palms
development
will consist of 40
duplex
buildings
with a total of
80-units. The site is
in Anthony, TX and
is bounded by the
New Mexico and
Texas Stateline to
the north, Sandia
Drive to the east,
Walgreens to the
south, and Geck
Street to the west.
The site currently
consists of vacant
raw
land
with
an
approximate
area of 8-acres.
The development
also
includes

a
Community
Center
building,
playground
areas, accessible
mobility units, and
accessible hearing/
visual units.
A
variance
to
allow a 10-ft side
setback (along the
State Line) is being
requested from the
Planning & Zoning
Commission of the
Town of Anthony,
TX for the proposed
development.
An
exhibit/map
is available for
viewing at Town
Hall during normal
business
hours.
Persons
with
disabilities wishing
to
attend
this
meeting
should
contact the Town
Clerk at (915)
886-3944 at least
two days before
the meeting so
that
appropriate
arrangements can
be made. Persons
unable to attend
may submit written
comments to:
Town of Anthony, TX
401 Wildcat Drive
P.O. Box 1269
Anthony, TX 79821
Attention:
Ms.
Norma Gonzalez,
Town Clerk
Norma Gonzalez
Town Clerk
WTCC: 03-12-20
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The world of sports can’t hide from the coronavirus
By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier
As players, coaches, fans and officials
make their way to the ballpark, arena or
stadium, a few things are rolling around
in their heads.
Players may be thinking about how to
get out of their current slump, coaches may
be thinking up ways to stop the opposing
superstar, fans could be dreading that
traffic jam they’ll certainly encounter and
officials are just hoping to get most of the
calls right.
What no one ever thinks about on their
way to, or from, the game is their safety.
Attending a sporting event is an escape.
It’s a chance to put the world’s dangers
and distractions aside for a couple hours
and release that nagging stress by cheering
or booing one’s head off.
And that’s it. Everyone gets all the
week’s frustrations out of their system
and they head home or to the next town.
No one is wondering whether they’re
walking away with an uninvited guest –
like a virus.
But that was a few weeks ago; and

Briefs
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percent, which is 3.2 times lower than
in Detroit, MI, the city with the highest
at 48.13 percent.
• Overland Park, KS has the lowest
share of adults sleeping less than 7
hours per night, 25.60 percent, which
is two times lower than in Detroit,
MI, the city with the highest at 50.10
percent.
• Cheyenne, WY has the lowest
average commute time, 14.40 minutes,
which is 2.9 times lower than in New

like Dylan said, “the times, they are a
changing.”
The deadly coronavirus has spread like
wildfire through China, and is steadily
making its way through the rest of the
world.
It’s been reported that over 100,000
have been infected worldwide and the
death toll has reached 3,000.
And now the virus is beginning to affect
sporting events.
Throughout the world, the fear
of catching the virus has forced the
cancellation of events large and small.
Soccer leagues around the world have
postponed games, the Tokyo Marathon
was run along a path of empty streets,
professional golf tournaments were
cancelled in Malaysia and Thailand, the
first Winter X-games scheduled in China
were postponed and international hockey
matches have been cancelled.
Of course the biggest event that could
be affected are the 2020 Olympic Games
in Tokyo in July. Talk about a potential
recipe for disaster; people from all parts
of the world congregating in one location
about four months from now.
So much money has already been

invested in the games, I believe there’s no
way they’ll be cancelled. After all, greed
is so much stronger than a little old virus.
The list goes on and on, but all that is
outside of the United States… or at least
it was.
There’s actually been talk about the
possibility of NBA games being played
with no fans in the stands.
A memo put out to teams last week
from the NBA front office stated that
amid increasing concerns about the
COVID-19 coronavirus, the NBA asked
teams to begin developing processes and
identifying actions required if they have
to play games without fans in attendance,
limiting attendees to only what is deemed
“essential staff.”
After that announcement, two of the
league’s biggest names let their feelings
be known.
The Lakers’ LeBron James wasn’t shy,
“Nah, that’s impossible. I ain’t playing.
If I ain’t got the fans in the crowd, that’s
what I play for. I play for my teammates, I
play for the fans. That’s what it’s all about.
If I show up to an arena, and there ain’t no
fans there? I ain’t playing. So, they could

York, NY, the city with the highest at
41.20 minutes.
Visit
https://wallethub.com/edu/
happiest-places-to-live/32619/ for the
full report.
– Diana Polk

Bare handed

You don’t want to mess with Kathleen
Krausse. The German strongwoman
recently broke the Guinness World
Record for crushing and rolling up
frying pans. She destroyed seven
aluminum pans with her bare hands in
just one minute.
– John Grimaldi

To Advertise Call 852-3235
Super Crossword
SHALL I COMPARE
THEE?
ACROSS
1 Scared
7 Side of a cut gem
12 Fighting junk
e-mail
20 GMC truck
21 Sunni’s god
22 “Mona Lisa”
painter
23 Danes wearing
more frills?
25 Easily caught
baseball hits
26 TV reception
enhancers
27 Tend the soil
29 Court mallets
30 SSgt., e.g.
31 Steel city in the
Ruhr
33 Feldman acting
more bashfully?
36 Time spent in
office
38 Rubbish
41 Angry with
42 “Modern Family”
airer
45 Certain
quadrilateral
47 One who’s
worshiped
51 Griffin suffering
more pain?
56 Vacuum tube
variety

58 Pastoral tract
59 Spanish for
“houses”
60 Prefix with mobile
63 Charles of chair
design
64 Founding father
Franklin
66 Hemingway feeling
more uptight?
69 Noblewoman
70 Flowers from
Mexico
72 Med. scans
73 Fisher using more
off-color language?
76 Believing in one
God
80 “Remember the -!”
81 “Splendor in the
Grass” director Kazan
82 John of lawn
tractors
83 I, to Klaus
84 Import taxes
86 Allen being more
sly?
90 Venue
91 Big company,
investment-wise
94 Swirly letter
95 Around, as a year
96 Warble
99 “I _ film today…”
(Beatles lyric)
103 Buck looking more
sickly?
108 Nobelist Bohr

111 Fleur-de-_ (iris)
112 Andean pack
animals
113 Light collision
116 Minnow, e.g.
118 Weird things
121 Duchamp showing
more serenity?
123 Chastised loudly
124 Kowtow, say
125 Brown slowly
126 Grinning villains,
often
127 Nobelist Irish poet
128 Rococo
DOWN
1 Leaning
2 Engaged man
3 Parish leader
4 Singer India._
5 Papas of “Z”
6 Mends, as holey
socks
7 Less true
8 _ carte menu
9 Film teaser
10 British noble
11 2003-07 Fox
drama series
12 High mount
13 Revived: Prefix
14 First-rate
15 “Actually…”
16 Gunfire burst
17 Nosy sort
18 “Someone Like
You” singer

19 Lichen-filled
24 Film’s actors
28 Uterus
32 Drug busters
34 Hoopster Ming
35 Newspaper
employee
37 _ tai
39 “Button it!”
40 _ polloi
43 Happened to
44 “Mad Money” host
Jim
46 Bad guy
47 Pakistanis’
neighbors
48 Not foreign, as
policy
49 Lyric works
50 “Judge not, - ye be
judged”
51 Tirana’s land:
Abbr.
52 Dee lead-in
53 Vendor’s pushable
vehicle
54 “Do _ say, not…”
55 “Grease” director
Kleiser
57 Hunting dogs
61 Old Glory’s country
62 One being
examined
65 “Thor” actress
Alexander
66 Old Balkan region
67 Lilly of drugs
68 Come to light

71 Jackie’s #2
73 “Curses!”
74 Jai _
75 Basso Siepi
77 That girl’s
78 Here, to Fifi
79 Fidel’s friend
82 Immerse
85 Opposite
87 Pretend
88 Long-jawed fish
89 Biblical beast
92 Philips rival
93 Attire
95 Lunar feature
97 Defames in writing
98 _ jet
100 Keys of R&B
101 Least naive
102 Singer Simpson
103 Ruses
104 John on the
Mayflower
105 Chili server
106 Boxer Griffith
107 Fortuitous
109 Pole dance?
110 “Oh My My” singer
Ringo
114 Lion’s locks
115 “SOS!,” e.g.
117 Drescher or
Tarkenton
119 Gift for music
120 Many GPS lines:
Abbr.
122 Gathered
Answer Page 4

do what they want to do.”
Boston Celtics guard Kemba Walker
was hoping it didn’t come to that point.
“That would be terrible,” he said. “That
would be boring. They might as well
cancel the whole game before that. That
would suck. But at the end of the day, it is
getting serious. I don’t know. It would be
very weird though for sure.”
Next month’s NFL Draft is scheduled
to be held in Las Vegas for the first time.
Talk has already begun about the
possible cancellation of the event, or going
on with it without fans in attendance.
The
National
College
Players
Association, a nonprofit advocating
for the rights and safety of collegiate
athletes, has reportedly asked the NCAA
to encourage fans to stay away from the
upcoming NCAA Tournament.
So in the end, are we jumping to
conclusions or are we doing the right
thing by playing it safe?
This year’s flu season has resulted in
over 18,000 deaths in the USA alone,
and 3,000 have died for the coronavirus
worldwide.
You do the math.
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Friends say cancer
treatments kill, not cure

DEAR DR. ROACH: I have a relative with cancer who is about to
begin multiple therapeutic interventions. My friends tell me that
all cancer treatments are toxic and kill people instead of curing
them, and that I should tell my relative to look into other forms of
treatment. What do you suggest
I do? – K.C.

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

THE SPATS By Jeff Pickering

R.F.D. By Mike Marland

There are hundreds of different
types of cancer, and they vary
widely in their capacity to grow
and damage the individual, and
in their response to treatment.
For decades, this has meant
mostly surgery, chemotherapy
and radiation, but now includes
newer treatments, including
immune therapy. While not all cancers are curable in everybody,
every year brings sometimes incremental, sometimes dramatic
improvements in life expectancy for individual cancers. Some
cancers that were rapidly fatal even a few years ago are now curable
in most cases. Getting the right diagnosis quickly and getting to an
expert in treating that cancer are critical to having the best chance
of a good outcome.
Treating some cancers remains difficult, and in many cases the
treatments have significant side effects. Surgery scars may impair
function, and chemotherapy can cause severe symptoms and may
permanently affect body systems, as can radiation. It can be very
hard on a family member observing these treatments, and if his or
her loved one nevertheless succumbs eventually to the cancer, it
is understandable to think the suffering the person went through
was in vain.
So, while I understand where your friends may be coming from,
their well-meaning advice, based on bad experiences possibly a
long time ago, might cause your relative with cancer to delay the
potentially lifesaving treatments that are available now. A study
published in July 2018 showed that people who use alternative
medical treatments for cancer are less likely to be cured and have
a shorter life expectancy.
My advice is that you encourage your relative to find the most
expert cancer treatment available. It’s up to your relative to
accept the recommendations of the expert, but delaying the best
available treatment in order to consider unproven therapies is
likely to result in harm.
DEAR DR. ROACH: I have had the same problem forever: I don’t
understand why buttermilk coffee creamer seems to get outdated
faster than regular creamer. Does the butter in it have anything to
do with this? – C.H.

TIGER By Bud Blake

Buttermilk doesn’t have butter in it. It was so named because
it was originally made with what was left after separating butter
from the unhomogenized cream that had been allowed to ferment
with airborne bacteria, making it slightly acidic. Modern cultured
buttermilk is made from pasteurized, homogenized milk, usually
1% to 2% fat, and inoculated with healthy bacteria, which makes
lactic acid from the sugars in the milk. This acid makes buttermilk
resistant to the unhealthy bacteria that causes spoilage. It also causes
a slight sour taste, which some people like and others don’t.
Commercial heavy cream, and coffee creamers made from
heavy cream, have a very long shelf life largely because they are
pasteurized at ultra-high temperatures, so they last even longer than
buttermilk. The high fat content also retards bacteria growth.
Both buttermilk-based and cream-based creamers will stay
good longer than their expiration date. Your nose is very good for
telling when it has gone bad.
________________________________________________
Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable to answer individual questions,
but will incorporate them in the column whenever possible. Readers
may email questions to ToYourGoodHealth@med.cornell.edu. (c)
2019 North America Synd., Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Agent Orange exposure outside of Vietnam

To Advertise Call 852-3235

The Government Accounting
Office stepped into the fray
to document exactly where
all the Agent Orange was
used and stored when it
released a report entitled
“Actions Needed to Improve
Accuracy and Communication
of Information on Testing
and Storage Locations” in
November 2018.
The GAO report compared the
records it had unearthed against
the information provided by
the Department of Veterans
Affairs and the Department
of Defense. It found that half
of Agent Orange was used in
Southeast Asia but that records
were incomplete. Of the 13.9
million gallons of AO shipped,
documentation was only found
for 12.1 million gallons.
The GAO took the VA and the
DOD to task for omitting testing
and storage locations and for
failing to update the locations
for more than a decade – even
though both had been getting

reports about it since 2006.
In 2006 the GAO found 40
locations not in Vietnam, some
in the U.S., that never made it to
the DOD list provided to the VA.
Now, at the GAO’s prodding, the
DOD has provided a list (posted
on the VA website) of U.S.
locations where Agent Orange
was tested, disposed of or stored:
Arkansas, California, New Jersey,
New York, Maryland, Ohio,
Oregon, Kansas, Mississippi,
Washington, Puerto Rico,
Texas, Georgia, Montana,
Indiana, Florida and Utah.
How’s that for close to
home?
Foreign countries include
Cambodia, Canada, India,
Johnston Atoll, Korea, Laos
and Thailand.
Veterans trying to verify or
determine their exposure to AO
have been stymied, of course.
As of June 30, 2018, the VA
denied
service-connected
decisions to more than 58,250
veterans for service outside
Vietnam.
To read the whole GAO
report, go to www.gao.gov/
assets/700/695490.pdf. Be sure
to read the Objectives, Scope
and Methodology sections
starting on page 62. The GAO
left no stone unturned.

Answer Page 4

For the (now supposedly
correct) list on the VA site, go
to www.publichealth.va.gov
and put Herbicide Tests and
Storage Outside Vietnam in
the search box.
____________________
(c) 2020 King
Features Synd., Inc.

• Lightly spoon flour into
your measuring cup. Never
pack it down or tap the cup
to level. Simply fill and then
use the flat edge of a knife
to remove the excess back
to the original container.
It’s best to weigh dry goods
if possible, for the most
consistent results.
• “Here’s
a
delicious
recipe that’s also beautiful:
Homemade sugar scrub!
Mix a cup of sugar with a
tablespoon of salt and a
quarter cup of olive oil. Use in
the bath to scrub away rough
patches and leave your skin
smooth and hydrated. You
can add a drop of perfume
or essential oil for scent.” –
R.K. in Indiana
• “It feels like we have
less and less time with our
doctors, and mine feels that
way, too. Before I head to my
appointment, I make a list
of my top three discussion
items and copy it out again
for the doctor. When he
walks in, I hand him the list
so we stay on topic.” – C.E.
in Massachusetts

Answer Page 4

• Use clean tin cans to make
and decorate tiny cakes.
They can be used just like a
regular cake pan, just grease
and dust with flour. Be sure
to use only cans that are not
lined with anything, because
some cans are lined with
BPA plastic!
• “I have heard the tip to
spray a thread end with
hairspray to keep it stiff for
threading, but I didn’t have
any hairspray. I used a touch
of hair gel, and it worked
too.” – T. in Kentucky

Answer Page 4
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• “You can reuse the
envelopes that come in
junk mail and solicitations. I
use them to keep coupons
together for when I go to the
store, and magazine clippings
that I save for my daughter.”
– M.W. in Alabama
Send your tips to Now Here’s a Tip,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

