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NEWSBRIEFS

Texas moms

With Mother’s Day on May 9
and mothers regaining jobs lost
due to COVID-19 at a faster rate
than fathers, the personal-finance
website WalletHub today released
its report on 2021’s Best & Worst
States for Working Moms, as well
as accompanying videos. In order to
help ease the burden on mothers in
the workforce, WalletHub compared
the attractiveness of each of the 50
states and the District of Columbia
for a working mother based on 17
key metrics. The data set ranges from
the median women’s salary to the
female unemployment rate to day-
care quality. Texas was rated 37th in
the report. Life as a working mom in
Texas (1-Best; 25-Avg.):

* 3rd — Day-Care Quality;

* 41st — Child-Care Costs (Adjusted
for Median Women’s Salary);

* 36th — Pediatricians per Capita;

e 23rd — Gender Pay Gap (Women’s
Earnings as % of Men’s);

* 46th — Ratio of Female Executives
to Male Executives;

e 16th — Median Women’s Salary
(Adjusted for Cost of Living);

* 32nd — Female Unemployment Rate;
e 27th — Parental-Leave Policy
Score;

* 49th — Avg. Length of Woman’s
Work Week (in Hours); and

* 33rd — % of Single-Mom Families
in Poverty.

Visit https://wallethub.com/edu/best-
states-for-working-moms/3565  for
the full report.

— Diana Polk

EPCC grant

El Paso Community College (EPCC)
has been awarded a grant of $34,669
by The National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH). NEH announced
this grant as part of its $24 million
awarded to 225 humanities projects
across the country. This Humanities
Connections Planning Grant will
assist the project, HUM-STEM:
Redefining Experiential Curriculum
for First-Year Students Project
Description that will link humanities
and STEM fields through a summer
bridge program, experiential learning,
and courses in English, Biology, and
Mathematics. The project will be
administered by EPCC Professors
Margie Nelson Rodriguez (English),
Fan Chen (Mathematics) and Dr.

See BRIEFS, Page 4

Diligent work pays off for Schoenbrun

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

EL PASO COUNTY - Reactions to the
COVID-19 pandemic have caused a great
many changes to daily life in this country.
One group particularly affected by these
changes is high school seniors. They are
facing challenges this year that have never
happened before on this scale.

Recent surveys indicate that many high
school seniors are reporting that they donot
plan to attend college or feel unprepared
for college because of the pandemic and
its impact on their education.

In a recent survey, 32 per cent of high
school seniors reported that the pandemic
reduced the likelihood that they would
enroll in college, and 40 percent indicated
that they did not plan to enroll in college
because of the pandemic. And many
reported fears that they have fallen behind
because of online learning.

Senior year is typically the high point
of a student’s high school career. This
year, more seniors than usual are worried
though about just being able to graduate.
They are concerned about being able to
qualify and be fully prepared for college
admission.

Despite the pandemic’s impact,
however, some seniors have been able
to not only meet the challenge but also
have been able to thrive in this precarious
environment. One such high school senior
is Eleanor Schoenbrun, who was recently
awarded a $4,000 scholarship from the
Elks National Foundation.

“During this pandemic, I was grateful
enough to have such a phenomenal group
of teachers, peers, family, and friends
who have kept me motivated and have
inspired me to do something that scares
me every day. [ have been able to succeed
in my courses, extracurriculars, work
on college applications, spend this extra
time with my family, and still lead service
projects for my school and community,”
Schoenbrun said.

Schoenbrun is Franklin High School’s
(FHS) Student Council student body
president, captain of the Franklin
Marching Band Twirlers, parliamentarian
for the National Honor Society, and
a member of the Key Club, Future
Business Leaders of America (FBLA),
and Health Occupations Students
Association (HOSA). She is currently
ranked Salutatorian, or second out of 728
seniors, and is graduating in June with a
4.47 (weighted) grade point average.

In addition to her schoolwork, the FHS
senior said that she has been involved in
community service projects to help her
community since the third grade. She
related that she has received national
recognition and grants for two of her
service projects — Pennies Fur Pets and
Kans for Kids.

Pennies Fur Pets was initiated by
Schoenbrun in 2011 when she was eight
years old. Her community service project
has raised thousands of dollars to help
feed, heal and foster unwanted, orphaned,
and rejected animals. The initiative’s
goal, according to its founder, is to find
a forever home for the El Paso area’s

Eleanor Ann Schoenbrun was recently
named an Elks National Foundation
scholarship semifinalist and was awarded
a $4,000 scholarship.

homeless furry animals.

Kans for Kids Helping Fight Children’s
Hunger, which can be contacted through
Facebook, was started acouple of years ago
after Schoenbrun and fellow schoolmates
learned that 1 out of 5 children go to bed
hungry in the region. Since then, the
community service program has been
collecting canned goods and donating

See SCHOENBRUN, Page 6

Anderson, Siaiiez are Socorro ISD top teachers

By Christy Flores-Jones
Special to the Courier

EL PASO COUNTY - The Socorro Independent School
District (SISD) celebrated its 2021 Teacher of the Year by virtual
announcement on April 29, 2021. The second annual virtual
announcement
all SISD Campus Teachers

up in class. Anderson gave credit to all her students for molding
her into the dedicated educator that she has become.
“This award isn’t for me,” Anderson said. “It’s for my past

and present students because they make me the kind of teacher

showcased communications

that I am today. They are the reason why I teach.”

The 2021 SISD Secondary Teacher of the Year is Donna
Siafiez from El Dorado High School. She is a professional
teacher
and has been an educator

Education will broaden a narrow
mind, but there is no known cure
for a big head.

— Quips & Quotes

Kelsey Anderson

of the Year and the Elite 8
finalists. The event wrapped
with the announcement of
the top two district winners
— the 2021 Elementary and
Secondary SISD Teachers of
the Year.
The2021SISDElementary
Teacher of the Year is Kelsey
Anderson from Cactus Trails
Elementary School. She is a
third-grade teacher and has
been teaching for nine years.
Anderson said she works to
help her students believe
in themselves and build
their confidence in their
schoolwork, in achieving a
goal, or even just speaking

for 23 years. Siafiez teaches
her students to encourage
one another to work toward
success, to do their best
and to treat each other
with kindness and respect.
During her speech in the
virtual announcement, she
expressed gratitude to her
fellow educators.

“We have such dedicated
teachers in our district, and I
am so humbled and honored
to represent us all,” Siafiez
said. “If there is any success |
can claim, it is because of all
the people I am surrounded
by and I have nothing but
love for them all.”

Donna Sianez
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Before we get too immersed
in the news that caused national

self-congratulations, let’s
remember why it was news at
all. A Minneapolis jury convicted
policeman Derek Chauvin of
three murder charges nearly
a year after he killed George
Floyd. The jury simply could not
ignore the fact that Chauvin kept
his knee on George’s neck for
almost nine and a half minutes,
squeezing the life out of a
struggling-against-arrest ~ man
who had repeatedly screamed, “I
can’t breathe!”

Not only that, but Chauvin, a
veteran of the force, was almost
casual about it. At one point he
had his hands in his pockets as he

Race, the dark reality

and three other officers subdued
Floyd. We know all this because
their fatal acts were captured
on video. The policemen were
emboldened, perhaps, by the fact
that law enforcement officials
in the United States are rarely
convicted of using unnecessary
deadly force, particularly if the
alleged perpetrator is a person of
color. “Alleged” is an important
word here, because it turns out
all the perp is really guilty of in
disproportionate cases is being
black.

But this time, in the aftermath
of the cop’s egregious cruelty,
the jury found Chauvin guilty of
all three charges. George Floyd
had become a symbol of police
violence against minorities over
the generations. His desperate
“I can’t breathe” gasps became
the roar of the millions of
protestors worldwide who were
finally fed up with America’s

signature racism.

“This is a day of justice in
America,” said Vice President
KamalaHarristothe families after
the jury verdict was announced.
President Joe Biden called it “a
step forward” at the same White
House event. It should have been
a routine verdict, considering
the overwhelming evidence. But
it was remarkable considering
this country’s history of brutal
suppression.

Biden and Harris’ remarks
carried with them unmistakable
sighs of relief, considering
that crowds of thousands were
assembled in cities across
the nation, waiting to protest
anything but a satisfactory
outcome of the trial. Otherwise,
they were fully prepared to re-
create the [violent riots] that the
event sparked nearly a year ago.

So it was a “step forward,” as
President Biden said. But it only

happened after so many steps
backward. It took a murderous
civil war to extricate the nation
from evil slavery. However, that
was soon replaced by the quasi-
slavery of Jim Crow. White
bigots controlled the lawmaking
process; white-hooded vigilantes
marauded as law enforcement.
The reaction to courageous civil-
rights acts was that white bigots
immediately tried to forestall
them. It continues to this day,
our nation still split on the
complexities of racism.

The fact is glaring. Inequity
affects just about every facet of
American life. True, we have
advanced beyond the plantation,
having taken teeny steps to
accepting  unequal  schools,
housing and, most tragically, law
enforcement.

As we saw on Jan. 6, so many
white supremacists are willing to
fightanothercivilwarforapartheid.
But it’s not only them. The white
people not on the fringes are all
too willing to live comfortably

FOOd fOr thOug ht By John Grimaldi

with what has been labeled
“white privilege,” conveniently
oblivious to advantages that are
only feasible with someone else’s

disadvantages... someone of
color.

In the pandemic, a
disproportionate  number  of
poor and minorities were

ravaged by COVID, explained
by a shortage of medical care,
transportation and good schools
that are not accessible in their
neighborhoods.

So yes, the Chauvin verdict
was good news, but it does not
overcome a history of deadly
police violence that continues
to this day, and a history of
blatant inequities that will take
a lot of changes and sacrifice
that many white Americans have
not indicated we’re willing to
surrender.

(¢c) 2021 Bob  Franken.
Distributed by King Features
Syndicate, Inc.

Seniors are the “target of choice’ for COVID scammers

It may sound dismissive and insulting
to say that the older you get the more
susceptible you become to fraud, but a
study published in the journal, Annals
of Internal Medicine, found that “even
cognitively intact older adults can have
‘functional’ changes that may render
them financially vulnerable,” according to
Rebecca Weber, CEO of the Association
of Mature American Citizens (AMAC).

The report goes on to note that the
risk increases ‘“dramatically” for those
who feel isolated and, as Weber points
out, “loneliness, especially for older
Americans, has become the routine during
the current COVID pandemic.”

The condition is known as Age-
Associated Financial Vulnerability, or
AAFV, and it is important to note that
the study dealt with individuals who
were financially competent during their
lifetimes. “It doesn’t mean you are getting
senile in your old age; it means that it is
time to slow down a bit and that you might
feel more comfortable by getting ‘a second
opinion’ when you are about to make a
financial decision,” Weber explains.

The authors of the report say that more
research needs to be done in order to better
understand who is at risk and why. They
concluded that “AAFV is a problem with
serious effects on patients, their families,

Years

WEST TeExas COuUNTY

S COURIER #

and  society.
Its roots reside
in the curious
intersection of
several trends,

50 issues) by Homesteader News,
Inc. Office open Monday through
Thursday.

COPYRIGHT:

Entire contents © 2021 Homesteader
News, Inc. Individual authors retain all
rights. Pictures, drawings and written
material appearing in the West Texas
County Courier may not be used or
reproduced without written permission
of Homesteader News, Inc.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

Letters must not be more than 250
words in length. They should be dated,
must be signed and have an address
and daytime phone number. Only the
name and city will be printed with the
letter. The West Texas County Courier
reserves the right to edit or reject letters
to the editor or other submitted material
it considers inappropriate.

MAIL:

Phone: 852-3235

Website: witxcc.com

Publisher
Rick Shrum

Contributors
Alfredo Vasquez
Steve Escajeda

CLASSIFIED RATES

$15 for 25 words, $20 for 40 words. Ad
must be in writing and pre-paid. The
West Texas County Courier reserves
the right not to publish advertising it
considers inappropriate.

DISPLAY RATES:

Open rate — $30 per column inch.
Call for more information or to set
an appointment.
County Courier reserves the right
not to publish advertising it considers
inappropriate.

MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS:

Minimum 50 issues for $50.
Delivery via 1st class mail.

15344 Werling Ct.
Horizon City, TX 79928

E-mail: wtxcc@wtxcc.com N

2021
SERVING ANTHONY, VINTON, CANUTILLO, EAST MONTANA, HORIZON, SOCORRO, CLINT, FABENS, SAN ELIZARIO AND TORNILLO including a
PUBLISHED: AD DEADLINE: rapidly  aging
Published each Thursday (minimum Friday 4 p.m. for the next Thursday. society, age-

The West Texas

Homesteader
Est. 1973

News, Inc.

associated changes in the human brain,
shifts in the concentration of wealth to
older demographic groups, and industry’s
adoption of marketing strategies that
are increasingly becoming rooted in
behavioral economics and cognitive
neuroscience.”

Here are some of the more current
senior scams that have been reported:

e Beware of offers to get you on a
COVID vaccine list or to get an early
vaccination for a fee. There is no charge
for signing up or getting the vaccine.

e Watch out for fraudsters promising to
clean your home as a means of avoiding
COVID contamination. They don’t want
to clean your home, they want to clean
you out.

e Salespersons may contact you with
offers of oils, brews and all sorts of fake
COVID preventative treatments; there are
no such things.

e And then there are the -charity
scammers. They may ask for a contribution

WHCH PECEDOES NOT Frime BLACK LNES NWFER”

to help out a needy family dealing with
the coronavirus or a fake COVID-related
charity.

“Three and a half million American
men and women turn 65 each and every
day and it’s not unusual, anymore, to
see friends and relatives reaching the
ripe old age of 100 and beyond. It’s a
matter of fact that the older you get the
more likely it is that you can become a
victim of fraud. So, here’s a suggestion:
if and when someone, even a relative or a
friend, proposes you make a purchase or
an investment of any kind invite a trusted
third party for an opinion before you
agree. It’s good advice at any age.” says
AMAC’s Weber.

The 2.3 million member Association of
Mature American Citizens (www.amac.
us) is a vibrant, vital senior advocacy
organization that takes its marching
orders from its members.

NARRATWVE <
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Joe Biden’s radical gambit

There’s believing your own
press releases. And then, there’s
believing your own delusions of
grandeur.

Joe Biden should look at
the mirror every day and see a
president elected on the basis
of the unpopularity of his
predecessor at a time when the
country was slammed by a once-
in-100-years pandemic.

Instead, by every account, he
sees a transformative leader with
a mandate to change America
as rapidly and irreversibly as
possible.

As the news site Axios noted,
Biden wants his next 100 days
to be “more audacious” than
his first 100, as he seeks “to re-
engineer the very fundamentals
of America — inequality, voting
rights and government’s role in
directing economic growth.”

Oh, is that all?

Biden’s drive to make himself
the next FDR and erect a massive
progressive edifice on the
slightest of political foundations
is monumentally arrogant and
almost certainly bound to fail.

Biden is contemplating the
sort of the bait-and-switch that
rarely goes over well. Yes, the
policy plans he ran on last year
were further to the left of Barack
Obama’s and of Biden’s own
lengthy record as a U.S. senator.

But Biden described himself
as a moderate who wanted to
work with Republicans and
restore a sense of normality to
Washington.

He said, as he put it when
urging Republicans not to fill the
Ruth Bader Ginsberg seat on the
Supreme Court, “We need to de-
escalate, not escalate.”

No one listening to that or
a thousand other things Biden
said during the campaign would
have had him pegged as the guy
who’d immediately set about
making wrenching changes in
the American way of life.

For a would-be FDR, Biden
doesn’t seem to understand that
a fundamental source of the New
Dealer’s power was enormous
congressional majorities.

FDR came into office in 1932
with almost a 200-seat majority
in the House, 313-117, after
Republicans lost more than 100
seats.

Biden came into office in
2020 with a bare 9-seat majority
in the House after Democrats
surprisingly lost ground all over
the country. It’s the narrowest
Democratic House majority
since the last two years of the
administration of Rutherford B.
Hayes.

In the Senate, FDR had 58
Democrats, as Republicans lost

12 seats in 1932 in one of the
worst senatorial drubbings in
history.

Biden has a 50-50 tie after
Democrats eked out two special
election victories in Georgia
earlier this year, with Vice
President Kamala Harris on
standby to break ties.

The fate of Biden’s legislative
agenda hangs by a thread,
depending on whether Sens. Joe
Manchin and Kyrsten Sinema,
relatively moderate Democrats,
support his proposals. If FDR
had been equally dependent
on a couple of ideologically
unsympathetic Democrats from
the outset of his administration,
he wouldn’t be FDR.

If Biden feels emboldened

=

he’s

pt i

by his first 100 days,

defining achievement
See LOWRY, Page 7
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desired depopulation.

COVID-19 and the children

Politicians’ favorite line seems to be: “It’s for our children and grandchildren.”
But what if we don’t have any?
People are still concerned about Paul Ehrlich’s “Population Bomb,” but apparently haven’t noticed
that we are closing schools while building old people’s homes, where many staff members are
immigrants and many residents have no one to visit them.
Most of the world, except for Africa, has below replacement-level fertility'. Soon, children whose
mother tongue is Italian, French, or German may be the minority in their parents’ land. Even with
immigration, the U.S. has fallen below replacement level.
For powerful global elites, this is cause for celebration. Prince Phillip once said that he would like
to be reincarnated as a deadly virus? as revenge against humanity’s overpopulation and destruction
of nature. The COVID-19 virus arrived before his death, but the world’s response could achieve the

Before COVID-19, the most hyped “existential” threat was climate change. Movements like
the Extinction Rebellion® preach doom unless we drastically change our lifestyle. The effect was
disappointing. Some vow not to have children, to protect our future, but they could change their
minds. And people weren’t scared enough to give up conveniences like flying, or to create poverty
and hunger by shutting down the industrial economy.

Then along came the spikey virus — one graphic shows the Death Star from Star Wars* festooned with
spikes. In dread of coronadoom, people have meekly complied with drastic curtailments of their liberties
and economic constraints guaranteeing the destruction of businesses not protected by government. Rules
supposed to last 14 days are extended repeatedly, with constantly moving goalposts. The climate alarmists

See CHILDREN, Page 5
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— Photos courtesy DEA

BY THE BAGSFUL — The DEA collected over 400 tons of unused drugs on National Prescription Drug Take Back Day.

El Pasoans turn in 7,903 pounds of drugs

By Carlos A. Briano
Special to the Courier

EL PASO COUNTY - The Drug
Enforcement Agency’s (DEA) National
Prescription Drug Take Back Day collected
829,543 pounds (419.7 tons) of unused,
expired, and unwanted medications across the
country. The El Paso Field Division collected
7,903 pounds of that grand total. Americans
once again showed their dedication toward
helping prevent addiction and potential
overdose by removing prescription pills from
their homes. Our April event included 4,425
community partners at 5,060 collection sites
throughout the country.

“DEA’s biannual Take Back Day events
are critical to helping reduce overdose deaths
and alleviate addiction by safely disposing
of prescription medications that sit idle in
the home,” said DEA Acting Administrator
D. Christopher Evans. “DEA is committed
to providing a safe and secure method for
the public to rid their homes of potentially
dangerous drugs.”

“We thank everyone in El Paso, West
Texas, and New Mexico who brought us
their medications last weekend,” said Kyle
W. Williamson, Special Agent in Charge of

the Drug Enforcement Administration’s El
Paso Division. “The nearly 8,000 pounds
collected at our locations were the third most
we’ve received at our division in the history
of this program.”

DEA, along with its law enforcement
partners, has now collected 14,670,240
million pounds of medications since the
inception of the National Prescription Drug
Take Back Initiative

than 11,000 year-round authorized collection
sites across the country. The DEA also
encourages the public to reach out to their
local law enforcement to find out if they
have any permanent drug disposal locations
throughout their local community.

Visit ~ www.deatakeback.com  for
complete results for DEA’s April 2021
Take Back Day.

in 2010. On Oct.
24, 2020, the public
turned in a record
985,392 pounds -
almost 493 tons — of
medication to DEA
and 4,153 of its
community partners
at 4,587 collection
sites nationwide,
including 33 Bureau
of Indian Affairs
sites.

For those who
could not make it to a
Take Back location,
DEA reminds the
community that
every day is Take
Back Day with more
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Rebecca Escamilla (Biology).
“This NEH planning grant
will provide an opportunity
for robust interdisciplinary
collaboration

Manager, said.

between

humanities and STEM
EPCC, particularly in
experiential learning,” Margie
Nelson Rodriguez,
“Experiential
learning helps students apply
what they have learned and this
program, HUM-STEM, will
connect humanities and STEM

for faculty and students.”
The National Endowment
for the Humanities (NEH)
Project | is an independent federal
agency created in 1965. It is
one of the largest funders of
humanities programs in the
United States.

— Jim Heiney

Dtrange
BUT TRUE

By Lucie Winborne

+ Alligators will give
manatees the right of way if
they swim near each other.

* A day on Mars lasts 24
hours, 39 minutes and 35
seconds. You'd assume
therefore that there are fewer
days in a Martian year than
an Earth year, right? Nope
— because Mars orbits the
sun more slowly than Earth,
a Martian vyear actually
comprises 687 days.

» The board game Cranium

was the first non-coffee
product to be sold at
Starbucks.

* A Mickey is the smallest
detectable movement of a
mouse cursor on a screen.
The term was coined by
computer scientists, who use
it when programming mice
and other input devices.

« And while we're on the
subject of “small,” the tiniest
item ever photographed
is the shadow of an atom,
captured via a super-high-
resolution microscope by a
team at Australia’s Griffith
University in 2012.

» The Welsh word for jellyfish
is “Psygod wibli wobli.”

e Out of the millions of
creatures that inhabit planet
Earth, humans are one of
just three species capable of
laughter, the other two being
chimpanzees... and rats!

* “The Galop Infernal,”
composed for an opera
as a soundtrack to a man
descendinginto hell, is better
known to most of us as “The
Can-Can” song.

» The most expensive pizza
in the world will set you back
a cool $12,000. Why? Well,
it takes 72 hours to make,
can only be produced in
your home by three lItalian
chefs, and is topped with
three types of caviar, bufala
mozzarella, lobster from
Norway and Cilento, and
pink Australian sea salt!

Thought for the Day: “Don’t
worry about failures, worry
about the chances you miss
when you don’t even try.”

— Jack Canfield

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

0]
D
E

CryptoQuip
Answer

Because the mattress

A=W |N|N|©
WO (N|IN|A~jO|=|0O | O

N(O|O|=([N(O]|h~h || W

= |I~N|O|h~|@C(O|W[(OA|N

wlan|lw|~N(=|IN]| |~
OIN| Al |W]|O|N|=
N(fOo|=|Oo(MD|R|OW|W |
||| =]IN]|O©|N
GWwIN|JO(w|N|O|—=|&

on her guest bed is so

< |—|— ||

I|m v|lw|C

I

firm, it creates lots

of hard feelings.

I=|—|=|=|»|=

Bl <[o< >

D|— 0>z

m|w|—|—|m
—H|IT|®—(D

3| x|6]|+]|7
+I><l><l
8|x|4|-1|6
xI+I-I
2| x|51+]9
22.29.3.




May 6, 2021

West Texas County Courier

Page 5

»| Moments
In time

21 THE HISTORY CHANNEL
* On May 3, 1946, in Tokyo,
the International Military

Tribunals begins hearing the
case against 28 Japanese

military and government
officials accused of
committing war  crimes

during World War Il. All but
three of the defendants were
eventually found guilty.

+ On May 4, 1776, Rhode
Island becomes the first
American colony to renounce
its allegiance to King George
lll. Ironically, Rhode Island
would be the last state to
ratify the new Constitution
more than 14 years later.

+ On May 5, 1961, Navy
Commander Alan Shepard
Jr. is launched into space
aboard the Freedom 7
capsule, becoming the first
American astronaut to travel
into space. The flight lasted
15 minutes.

* On May 6, 1994, a rall
tunnel under the English
Channel officially opens,
connecting Britain and the
European mainland for the
first time since the Ice Age.
The “Chunnel” runs under
water for 23 miles, with an
average depth of 150 feet
below the seabed.

*+ On May 7, 1915, the
British ocean liner Lusitania
is torpedoed by a German
submarine off the coast
of Ireland, sinking within
20 minutes. Of the 1,959
passengers and crew, 1,198
people were drowned.
The British Admiralty had
warned the ship to avoid
the area, but the Lusitania’s
captain ignored the
recommendations.

* On May 8, 1792, Congress
passes the second portion of
the Militia Act, requiring that
able-bodied males between
the ages of 18 and 45 be
enrolled in the militia. The
act was quickly tested when
farmers in Pennsylvania,
angered by a tax on whiskey,
attacked the home of a tax
collector. President George
Washington responded with
15,000 militia members.

*+ On May 9, 1950, Ron
Hubbard publishes
“Dianetics: The Modern

Science of Mental Health.”
The book introduced a self-
help  psychology called
Dianetics, which morphed
into a belief system called
Scientology, popular due to
its high profile in Hollywood.

(c) 2021 Hearst Communications,
Inc. All Rights Reserved.

DEA aims to stop flow of fentanyl

By Carlos A. Briano
Special to the Courier

EL PASO COUNTY -
The Drug Enforcement
Administration has launched
a new initiative, Project Wave
Breaker, to disrupt the flow of
deadly fentanyl into the United
States.

Project Wave Breaker will
direct interdiction, enforcement,
and outreach efforts to the El Paso
Division to disrupt the flow of
fentanyl in and around the United
States. The initiative will also
employ analytical intelligence
assets to target the activities
of  Mexican transnational
criminal organizations, which
are the primary suppliers and
distributors of illicit fentanyl and
fentanyl substances throughout
the United States.

“While a major entry point for
fentanyl is the Southwest border,
the cartels are spreading their
poison into communities across

the Nation,” said DEA Acting
Administrator D. Christopher
Evans. “Through this initiative,
we’re tackling a very real public
health, public safety, and national
security threat, identifying the
most  egregious  street-level
networks in our communities
and working our way up through
the supply chain.”

“The lethal dose of fentanyl is
2.2 milligrams, and the average
amount of fentanyl in the pills
we seize is 1.8 milligrams,” said
Kyle W. Williamson, Special
Agent in Charge of the Drug
Enforcement ~Administration’s
El Paso Division. “There isn’t
much room for error. Every
pill we seize from these profit-
seeking cartels is a potential life
saved.”

The eleven divisions
participating in Project Wave
Breaker are credited with 85
percent of all synthetic opioids
seized by the DEA in 2020. They
include: Phoenix, New York,
San Diego, New England, Los

Angeles, Chicago, Detroit, St.
Louis, San Francisco, Houston,
and EI Paso.

Mexican cartels, particularly
the Sinaloa Cartel, have
capitalizedontheopioidepidemic
and prescription drug misuse
and abuse in the United States,
flooding communities with illicit
fentanyl and driving the record-
setting rates of overdose deaths.
According to the most recently
published CDC  provisional
data, more than 87,200 people
died from an overdose last year,
marking the largest number of
overdose deaths ever recorded
in a 12-month period. Deaths
involving  synthetic  opioids
increased nearly 60 percent
during the same 12-month period
ending September 1, 2020

Facts about fentanyl:

e Fentanyl is a synthetic
opioid that is approximately 50
times more potent than heroin
and 100 times more potent that
morphine.

e Of counterfeit pills tested

in DEA laboratories, one in
four pills made with fentanyl
contained a potentially lethal
dose.

* A kilogram of fentanyl can
contain 500,000 potentially
lethal doses. Last year, the eleven
divisions participating in Project
Wave Breaker seized a combined
total of 2,316 kilograms of
fentanyl (more than a billion
potentially lethal doses).

* The seizure of fentanyl-laced
pills along the Southwest border
increased more than 89 percent
from January 2019 to December
2020.

Project Wave Breaker aims to
reduce the amount of fentanyl
coming across the Southwest
border, reduce crime and
violence associated with drug
trafficking, and ultimately save
lives by reducing the demand for
illicit fentanyl.

Visit www.dea.gov/divisions/
facts-about-fentanylforresources
and additional information on
fentanyl and other illicit drugs.

Send Your
Newsbrief To:
wtxcc@wtxcc.com

Children
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don’t want things to ever go back to normal.

“Protect the vulnerable!” say signers of the
Great Barrington Declaration®, and let the
rest of society work and live. Unlike other
disasters that wiped out human populations —
war, famine, civil discord, and most serious
epidemics, COVID-19 attacks primarily the
elderly and infirm. It was logical to vaccinate
the elderly first. Some died, and some had
serious side effects. The experts point out
that someone who died after the COVID jab
possibly died of something else (the timing
was just coincidental) or might have died
later of COVID-19. “The benefits exceed the
risk,” they say.

But the vaccinations don’t stop with high-
risk persons. Multibillionaire oligarchs and
“philanthropists” — most prominently the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation — want
to vaccinate everybody in the world. Or
maybe just everybody else. Climate change
diva Greta Thunberg has just announced that
the Greta Thunberg Foundation will donate
100,000 euros to “vaccine equity®.”

When those dedicated to reducing
humanity’s “footprint” on the planet suddenly
switch to universal vaccination, should some
caution lights flash?

They are coming for the children. First
with experiments — although minors cannot
give informed consent. Likely then with
warp-speed mandates that are illegal for not-
yet-FDA-approved products given under an
Emergency Use Authorization (EUA). Why?

Does COVID-19 kill children’? Almost
never. Do children infect Grandma? Almost
never. Does the vaccine keep you from
transmitting disease? Possibly — but keep
wearing that mask.

Pregnant women were excluded from
early trials but are getting the jab anyway.
Some, who were hoping to give their baby
antibodies, miscarried or had a stillbirth.
Agencies will investigate, and surely come
up with statistics on “extreme rarity,” but
let’s see independent forensic pathology on
the placentas and dead babies.

The “abundance of caution” CDC has
paused the J&J vaccine after six young
women developed rare blood clots (cerebral
sinus thrombosis), although it’s only
one in a million, they say. The European
Medicines Agency briefly paused the
similar AstraZeneca vaccine®, meant to be
the “workhorse of Covax,” after 18 deaths
from clots. It admits to adverse events in 1 in
100,000. Now some countries allow its use
only in older persons. Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines, according to the Vaccine Adverse
Reporting System (VAERS), have also been
linked to clotting and hemorrhage problems.
Thousands of deaths from this and other
causes, in healthy persons of reproductive
age, have been reported — but are still “rare”
and possibly coincidental.

It is too soon to know of late effects. First,
will there be “pathogenic priming, like with
vaccines for the related SARS-CoV-1 virus?
The animals made antibodies and looked
fine until exposed to the wild virus. Then the
immune system overreaction killed them.
Human use was stopped. For SARS-CoV2,
animal trials were skipped.

Concerns about effects on fertility’ have
sparked many reports stating that “there is
no evidence” that vaccines cause infertility —
ask Google. And where is evidence that they
don’t? Animal trials were skipped.

We’ll see what happens when today’s fully
vaccinated youth and children try to have
babies. Prince Phillip may get his wish.

The links in the digital copy of this issue, at
www.witxcc.com, are clickable.

1 — https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-
rankings/total-fertility-rate

2 — https://lwww.snopes.com/fact-check/prince-
philip-deadly-virus/

3 — https://www.physiciansforcivildefense.
org/2019/12/19/extinction-rebellion/

4 — https://gatesofvienna.net/2021/02/31-
reasons-why-i-wont-take-the-vaccine/

5 — https://gbdeclaration.org/

6 — https://americanstocknews.com/politics/
greta-thunberg-climate-and-environment-activist-
joins-world-health-organizations-call-for-vaccine-
equity/

7 — https://www.israelnationalnews.com/Generic/
Generic/SendPrint?print=18&type=0&item=304124

8 — https://www.washingtonpost.com/
world/astrazeneca-vaccine-covax-world-
clots/2021/04/15/da05b424-9876-11eb-8f0a-
3384cf4fb399_story.html

9 — https://davidicke.com/2020/12/04/dr-wodarg-
and-dr-yeadon-request-a-stop-of-all-corona-
vaccination-studies-and-call-for-co-signing-the-
petition/

Jane M. Orient obtained her undergraduate
degrees in chemistry and mathematics from
the University of Arizona in Tucson, and her
M.D. from Columbia University College of
Physicians and Surgeons in 1974. She has
been in solo private practice since 1981
and has served as Executive Director of
the Association of American Physicians
and Surgeons (AAPS) since 1989. She is
currently president of Doctors for Disaster
Preparedness. She is the editor of AAPS
News, the Doctors for Disaster Preparedness
Newsletter, and Civil Defense Perspectives,
and is the managing editor of the Journal of
American Physicians and Surgeons.

EVEN TEXTERS
AND DRIVERS
HATE TEXTERS
AND DRIVERS.

STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG
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Looks like Lakers and Nets are on a collision course

By Steve Escajeda
Special to the Courier

For those of you who are still paying
attention, it may be very hard to believe
but the NBA’s regular season will be
coming to an end in about 10 days.

Because of the Covid virus, the season
started a little later than usual and the
league decided to drop the number of
games to 72 this season instead of the
usual 82.

Well, with the season coming to a close,
teams are jockeying for playoff seeding.

This year, for some unknown reason,
instead of the top eight teams in each
conference making the playoffs, the first
six teams will qualify. Then teams 7-10
will battle it out in a “play in” tournament

to decide the final two teams.

It makes no sense to me, but hey, no one
asked me for my opinion.

Anyway, some of the usual suspects
are getting ready for the postseason,
the defending champions Los Angeles
Lakers, the Milwaukee Bucks, the L.A.
Clippers, the Philadelphia 76ers and the
Denver Nuggets.

The best thing about this season is the
new teams that will challenge for this
year’s title.

In the East, the longtime losing
Brooklyn Nets have been at the very top
of the standings all season. With the trio
of Kevin Durant, Kyrie Irving and James
Harden, the Nets are a strong contender
for the championship. The problem is that
Harden has been out for a few weeks with
a hamstring injury and the team is hoping

he’ll be ready for the playoffs, but that is
still up in the air.

Two other teams in the East that are
making a bit of a splash are the New
York Knicks and the Atlanta Hawks. The
Knicks are led by Julius Randle and the
Hawks have sharp-shooting Trey Young.

And this may sound funny, but one of
the scariest teams in the East currently
has a 29-34 record, but the Washington
Wizards, with league-leading scorer
Bradley Beal and nightly triple-double
threat Russell Westbrook, are 12-2 since
the all-star break and could cause some
headaches in that “play in” series.

In the West, there are a few surprises
that nobody saw coming.

The two teams at the top of the
conference are the Utah Jazz and the
Phoenix Suns.

Shoenbrun
From Page 1

them to El Pasoans Fighting Hunger Food Bank.

Schoenbrun has also received various awards, such as Youth
Advocate from the National Parent Teacher Association and a
healthcare and science award that included a $1,000 grant.

“From drive-thru drives to collect COVID-19 supplies or
the National Honor Society fall project earlier this year, we
still saw 5,000 cans fill our school pantry, hundreds of masks
and supplies donated, and over 500 blankets collected to
benefit my community,” Schoenbrun said.

Schoenbrun said that her plans are to attend Yale University
in New Haven, CT. “Right now, I want to pursue a career
in medicine either in dermatology or post-trauma plastic
surgery. I want to be the first in my direct family to be a
doctor,” she stated.

“I have been accepted and will be matriculating to Yale in
the fall to major in Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental
Biology. I chose Yale as much as the school chose me,”
Schoenbrun noted. “I was fortunate enough to find my dream
school in about the fourth grade and wore my hot pink Yale
sweatshirt nearly every day,” she said.

Besides being recognized by the Elks organization,
Schoenbrun has also been honored by the Hispanic Heritage
Foundation Scholar, a youth awards program that identifies

Latino high school seniors who excel in the classroom and
community; and the Horatio Alger State Scholar program,
which assists high school students who have faced and
overcome great obstacles in their young lives. And she has
been named an outstanding scholar by the El Paso Independent
School District.

Schoenbrun credits a lot of individuals for her success in
school. “My teachers, the amazing staff and administration at
Franklin High School, my friends, family, my mom (Lisa Ann
Schoenbrun), my counselor (Mrs. Katherine Angel), and my
principal (Ms. Shawn Mena),” she said.

“I grew up in a family of teachers who instilled my passion
for learning and put me in the mindset of ‘where’ I would go
to college, not if. I am beyond grateful for the community that
has rallied behind students like me that are leading with the
next generation of changemakers,” Schoenbrun asserted.

Additionally, “I am beyond grateful and blessed for the
opportunity to join the prestigious Elks Scholar family. This
opportunity has created so many connections and being a part
of this network carries over into not only my academics, but
also my values and morals,” Schoenbrun acknowledged.

“The El Paso Elks would like to congratulate Eleanor
Schoenbrun for representing El Paso Lodge 187. We are
honored to have her as our Most Valuable Student Scholarship
Winner. We wish her well and lots of success as she begins
a new chapter in her life,” said Lilia (Teddy) Martinez,
chairperson for the local Elks’ scholarship committee.

www.wtxcc.com o www.wtxcc.com « www.wtxcc.com ¢ www.wtxcc.com o www.wtxcc.com

HIT SINGLES
ACROSS
1 Insurance giant
6 ltalian side dish
13 Govt. media
watchdog
16 Once lived
19 Cheek makeup
20 Put out of memory
21 “Impressive!”
22 Skiing peak
23 “Glamorous”
singer who's a member
of the nobility?
25 Dodgy
27 Not disproven
28 “This Old House”
airer
30 Hot and heavy
31 Size above med.
32 Kind of camera, for
short
33 “Raise Your
Glass” singer being
scandalous?
36 Cheese variety
38 With 82-Across,
Tour de France, e.g.
39 Resident doctor
40 “Kiss From a
Rose” singer after lots
of coaching?
44 Inits. on an
ambulance
45 _Romeo
48 “Marat/Sade”
playwright Peter
49 With 35-Down,

short, easy putts

50 Cup edge

51 Lowly

53 Hostelries

54 Tilted text: Abbr.
56 “Material Girl”
singer of high birth?
58 “_chance!”

59 Neither’s partner
60 Bit of dust

61 Galena, e.g.

62 Ending for peer
63 “Every Breath You
Take” singer working
as a spy?

68 _-TURN (traffic
sign)

71 Suffix with
mountain

72 Writer Haley

73 Clutch sitter

74 Moby Dick’s
pursuer

78 “Have You
Ever?” singer doing
commercials for Mac
computers?

81 Brazilian soccer
great

82 See 38-Across
83 Make an exit

84 Negatives

85 In the style of
86 Readily bent

87 _-deucy

88 Needle hole

89 “Yeah!” singer as a
deacon?

92 Cheese variety
95 Co. leaders

96 Cry of pain

97 “Hotin Herre”
singer on edge?

100 Vehicle navig. aid
101 Bar bill

104 UFO pilots

105 Outer: Prefix

106 Decided by ballot
109 Deviate

111 “You Were Meant
for Me” singer whom
everyone treasures?
114 “Sort of” suffix
115 Sharp bark

116 Most ethereal
117 Popular font

118 No longer active:
Abbr.

119 Ocean

120 Frightful flies

121 Shabby

DOWN
Paula of pop
Tossed
“Filthy” gain
Court champ Arthur
Emeril, e.g.
Stole stock
Deduce
Olympic racer
Atop, in odes
“It” game
11 Easel, often
12 Last non-A.D. year
13 Rival

O N O W -

N
o ©

Super Crossword

14 London’s _Garden ~map 1 ]2 3 |4 |5 6 [7 |8 |9 Ji0 [11 [12 13 |14 |15 16 17 |18
15 Cavalry cry 75 Doth own

16 Bepartofaqueue 76 It'sapain 19 20 21 22
17 Ailey of dance 77 Lager, e.g.

18 Bit of dust 79 Time between 23 24

24 “Wake Up Little " flights 57

26 Hitter of highnotes 80 “Do | have a

29 Revealing, as a volunteer?” 37

bikini 81 In addition

33 Dial or Coast 85 “Hey, sailor!”

34 Actor Linden 86 Filmmaker Jean-_

35 See 49-Across Godard

36 Africa’s Guinea- _ 88 Nav. rank

37 ER workers 89 Cartoon pic

38 Not fake 90 Cowardly evasions

40 Bed size 91 Shucks

41 Nevada city
42 “_|astinker?”

93 Fiscal sums
94 Oz resident

43 Ringo who was 95 Leachman of
knighted “Phyllis”

44 Downy duck 97 Lowest point
46 Air blowers 98 “Beloved” actress
47 “Ah, me!” Kimberly

50 Kind of paint 99 Yank in Europe,
51 Nautical say

52 Shangri-la 100 Skein bird

54 Seeing red? 101 “Namely...”

55 “_is human...” 102 Really got to

56 _-dovey 103 Tummy

57 Super 8, say 106 Connections
60 Sculpts 107 Open a bit

64 Atno time, to bards 108 Lynn or Miles
65 Lake craft 110 Hot tub site

66 Crop off 112 Afore

67 Too gaudy 113 Op. _ (kin of

68 Not a thing “ibid.”)

69 Big oil gp.

70 Northeast, on a Answer Page 4

Anyone who knows the NBA knew that
the Jazz would make the playoffs, but
no one thought they would be this good.
Utah has had the best record in the league
for most of the season after finishing sixth
in the West a year ago.

If that isn’t shocking enough, the Suns
didn’t even make the playoffs in 2020.
Now they are battling neck-and-neck
with the Jazz for the best record and
home-court advantage throughout the
playoffs.

What is the biggest reason for the Suns’
turnaround? The answer is an aging
Chris Paul. At 36, the star point guard
has provided the leadership, poise and
maturity they’ve been missing.

I guess the biggest shock in the West
has been the decline of the Lakers.

Of course, this has been due to injuries
to their two best players, LeBron James
and Anthony Davis.

But in the last week, both players have
returned and are slowly playing their way
back into shape. Lakers’ officials say they
aren’t worried a bit because they believe
the two will be back to their old selves by
playoff time and the team will dominate
from there.

But that remains to be seen. LeBron
is 36 and has played in the league for
18 seasons and that’s got to take a toll,
especially after missing 20 straight games
to injury.

Most of the experts agree, they feel that
the Lakers will represent the West. They
think Utah and Phoenix are great young
teams, but are probably a year away.

For the same token, they feel that if
Harden gets healthy, the Nets will come
out of the East.

The two biggest challenges to the Nets
are the 76ers and the Bucks.

Both are very capable, but it just looks
like the Nets’ year.

Personally, I don’t think the Lakers, or
LeBron, will make it to the Finals this
season.

Don’t forget that Father Time is
undefeated... well... except for Tom
Brady.
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OUT ON A LlMB By Gary Kopervas
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AMBER WAVES &y pave T. Phipps

< ALEs ARE DOWN, MORALE 1S LOW AND THE SCUND OF
CRUNCHING PEANUT sHELLS 14 ANNOKING, CAN WE RLEAGE
AODRESS THE ELEPHANT ON THE ZOOM T

INEED A HOBBY. ALLIEVER | | MAYBE I SHOULD LEARN | [ AHH, WHO NEEDS ALL THE [ | BESIDES, I'VE GOT THIS
DO IS JUST EAT AND SLEEP.| | ANOTHER LANGUAGE OR | | AGGRAVATION OF TRYING| | DOWN To A SCIENCE.
e mminq | LEARN TO PLAY PIANO? | |[TO LEARN SOMETHING NEW.

T HOPE YOU'RE NOT GOING
To WALK AROUND THE HOUSE
IN YOUR UNDERPANTS ALL DAY,
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ITIF T RAN?

R.F.D. By mike Marliand
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Lowry
From Page 3

downward. FDR signed into
law more than a dozen major
measures addressing the Great
Depression during his first 100
days, while Biden got a $1.9
trillion COVID-19 relief bill —
a huge amount of spending, yes,

but much of it is temporary.
Pro-Biden pundits are currently
exulting that he has about a 53%
approval rating, a respectable
showing, if hardly a position
of overwhelming strength from
which to try to revolutionize
the country. Importantly, FDR
initially got even more powerful
after 1932. Republicans dropped
down to only 17 senators and 89

BYE, TIGER-
THANKS FOR
A\ WALKING ME

=

) King Faatures Syndicas, Ins. Workd nghts resened.

congressmen in 1936, whereas
Biden will be lucky to hold on
to his slender congressional
majorities next year.

With his legislative margin
of error so thin, it’s unlikely
that Biden will get his way on
much besides spending and
taxes. Almost all of his sweeping
proposals, from federalizing
elections to making D.C. a state,

Heart attack vs. stroke:
Balancing the risks

DEARDR.ROACH: Yourrecentarticle on statins/strokes piquedny
interest since you mentioned that statins might cause hemorrhagic
strokes. My husband had a
hemorrhagic stroke in 2014,
cause unknown. The stroke
caused aphasia and seizures.
He was prescribed Crestor
10mg and then increased it to
20mg. His calcium score is very
high. He also had an ischemic
stroke in February 2019 and
was prescribed aspirin and 40
mg of atorvastatin. I am more
concerned now as to whether
he should be taking statins. His LDL is 63 and HDL is 47. Your
comments on this would be appreciated. — F.D.

Before I comment on your husband’s situation, let me make a few
of the terms clear. An intracranial hemorrhage is a bleed inside the
brain. The resultant pressure inside the head can cause permanent
damage to nearby brain structures: a hemorrhagic stroke. Risk
factors for a hemorrhagic stroke include anticoagulants — aspirin
has a very small risk, but other agents, especially warfarin
(Coumadin) and to a lesser extent, newer agents such as dabigatran
(Pradaxa), have a more significant risk.

Poorly controlled high blood pressure is a risk, as is
consumption of large amounts of alcohol. Some people have no
identifiable risk.

Your husband’s case is a situation that requires clinical judgment
and more knowledge than I possess to give the most informed
answer. However, for most people, the risk of an ischemic stroke and
of a heart attack is significantly higher than the risk of hemorrhagic
stroke. Further, the benefit in statins helping with heart attack and
ischemic stroke is well-studied and moderate in magnitude.

By contrast, the increase in hemorrhagic stroke risk, if any,
is likely to be small. The balance of risks would be in favor of
treating. His high calcium score indicates a higher risk for heart
attack, making a statin more important for him. If he had a risk
factor for his previous hemorrhagic stroke that can be modified,
then I would be more confident of the net benefit of a statin.

DEAR DR. ROACH: What is the safest and most effective way
to clean wax from ears? I have worn hearing aids for roughly
40 years, but with a new set of high-tech hearing aids, earwax
has become a problem. How can I best remove it without using a
sharp tool to dig it out? — M.L.W.

Most people do NOT need to do anything about earwax, and
many traditional home remedies are unsafe. The old advice to
never put anything smaller than your elbow in your ear is a good
one for most people. Candling is unsafe and ineffective. Anything
sharp is very dangerous.

For someone with recurrent earwax, especially with a hearing
aid, one approach is to use a cotton ball dipped in mineral oil and
place in the external ear canal for 10-20 minutes once a week. This
can be followed by a gentle rinse with warm water using a rubber
bulb syringe. The cotton ball treatment can be used to prevent
symptoms as well as to treat mild cases.

Another option is the use of an earwax removing agent, such
as carbamide peroxide. These can be irritating and should not be
used routinely — only for symptoms.

If you don’t get relief after a few days of home treatment, you’ll
need to have your clinician look into your ears.

Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable to answer individual questions,
butwillincorporate them in the columnwhenever possible. Readers
may email questions to ToYourGoodHealth@med.cornell.edu. (c)
2021 North America Synd., Inc. All Rights Reserved.

will fall by the wayside.

More to the point, it’s wrong
for Biden to attempt to force
through such radical measures
when his mandate for them exists
only in his ridiculously inflated

self-image.

Rich Lowry is editor of the
National Review. (c) 2021 by
King Features Synd., Inc.
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# Um..(what kind of bait
d[d yoU USE‘.’

A dark cloud deposited 34 fish in a Ft. Worth front yard
in May of 198S... Flying Fish?

g CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: E equals R

PISHKAI MQl DHMMEIAA

YZ QIE RKIAM PIU JA AY

NJED, JM SEIHMIA CYMA
YN QHEU NIICJZRA.

Answer Page 4

Sarge the EMT ™"
'ETERAN

* POST *

by Freddy Groves

The retired sergeant, the
one with the 6-foot foldout
measuring stick, wasn’t there
when I headed for the order
window at the coffee shop.
The rest of the veterans were
uncharacteristically quiet,
arrayed around the sidewalk
in folding chairs and blankets
against the cold, listening to
an emergency scanner.

“Where is he?” I asked.

“There was an accident out
on the highway. We suspect he
was involved somehow,” one
said. A pause, then: “He was
a career Army combat medic,
E-6. Tried to sign up with the
EMTs here. Wouldn’t take him.
Too old, they said. Policy.”

It was an hour before Sarge
pulled up in his truck and
climbed slowly out, blood
on his coat. He snapped open
his lawn chair and dropped
into it.

The story came out in a
tired voice: He was three cars

behind a nasty wreck, multiple
crushed vehicles, one a pickup

(c) 2021 King
Features Synd., Inc.

truck that had rolled, ejecting
a toddler onto the pavement.
“I grabbed my medical bag,”
he said. “Injured baby, blood
everywhere, but thank God,
still strapped in her car seat.”
One of the other vets pushed
up out of his lawn chair.
“You’re a bit shock-y,” he said
and handed Sarge his blanket.
The story kept coming out:
Sarge had wrapped the baby’s
leg that had the worst of the
damage and kept pressure
on it with one hand while
washing the blood off her face
with the other, singing to her
for distraction, and managed
not to kill on sight the drunk
father who stumbled over and
demanded to know what he
was doing to his daughter. The
EMTs eventually showed up,
bouncing down the median.
His phone rang and he pulled
it out, listened and grunted
“I’1l be there.” He snapped the
phone shut and slid it back into
his pocket. “The baby will be
fine eventually.”
We saw a tiny smile, and
then: “The EMTs want me.
Said maybe I'm not too old

N\ J

©2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

3 118

2 9 7

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate € € Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answer Page 4

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bot-
tom and right-hand columns of
the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

DIFFICULTY: * x

* Moderate * % Difficult

* % * GO FIGURE!
Answer Page 4

GO FIGURE! byLindaThiste

X + 25
a B B
X - 26

-1 -
X + 19
A B B

2345667829

©2021 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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™

S
johnson
DOUBT? ...0R DARE!
IFT
HURNIC
DOBOR ;
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Unscramble these twelve letter strings to form each into an ordinary word
(ex. HAGNEC becomes CHANGE ). Prepare to use only ONE word from
any marked ( W ) letter string as each unscrambles into more than one
word (ex. W RATHE becomes HATER or EARTH or HEART ). Fit each
string’s word either across or down to knot all twelve strings together.

* Trying to spot roof damage
but not quite sure you're
ready for a trip up the ladder?
Before you get up on the
roof, get out your binoculars.
You'd be surprised how
much you can see from
the ground, and you can
do a cursory examination
and then decide if anything
needs a closer look.

» Upcycle an unused bread
box as a charging station.
Simply mount a power strip
in the back of the box on
the inside, and you can put
phones and other small
devices directly inside to
charge. Run a cord through
the side so that larger tablets
can sit on top of the box to
charge.

* “Use lip balm to help a
too-tight ring slide off of a
finger. This happened to me
when | tried on my sister’s
ring in church. | had some
lip balm in my pocket, and
it helped me get the ring off
quickly and quietly without
having to get up.” — A.E. in
Washington

* If your phone’s buzzing
and ringing with alerts has
you distracted during your
workday, use the “do not
disturb” function to create
periods of quiet. Schedule
blocks of deep focus time by
making an appointment with
yourself in your calendar.
This can help you to organize
your time to get things done.

* Using cold water for
laundering protects colors
and uses less energy.

* If you have some sticky
gum that’s stuck on fabric, it
might be best to set it aside
and wait for it to harden. Or
if you can’t wait that long, try
using a piece of duct tape.
Press the tape over the gum,
then lift off from the side. You
can repeat this process to
pull up all of the gum.

» “Establish a family lost
and found for small items
that are discovered in places
where they don’t belong. It
can be as simple as socks
or hairbrushes to money
and electronics.” — P.O. in
Virginia
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